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TO HIS 

Much Honoured Friend, 

* 

Sir Henry 'Ajhurfi, 

BARONET. 

SIR, ' 

H E Ministers of the Gofpel are, in 
the Scripture Language, Scars in the 
right hand of Chriflr, to fignifie 
their diffufive Light \ and beneficial 
Influences. As in the figure State 
of the RefurreUion, fome Stars (hall differ from 
others in Glory 5 fo in the prefent State of the 
Regeneration, forne Ministers are diflinguifh'd 
from others \ by a brighter Eminence in their En- 
dowments, and a more powerful Emanation of 
Light in their Preaching. Of this SeleSt ' Number 
was Mr. Philip Henry, in whom there was a 
Union of thofe Real Excellencies of Parts, Lear- 
ning and Divine Graces^ that f^tdvild k\w 
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The Dedication/ 

among his Brethren. This does evidently appear 
in the Narrative of his Life, drawn by one very 
fit to do it : As having had intire Knowledge 
of him, by long and intimate Converfation 5 and 
having by his Holy Inflruflions, and the lmprrjji- 
on of his Example, been made partaker of the fame 
fanftifying Spirit. The defcribing the external 
A&ions of Saints, without obferving the Holy Prin- 
ciples and Affeftions from whence they derived 
their Life and Purity, is a defeSive and irregular 
Reprefentation of them. 'Tis as if an Account 
were given of the Riches and Fecundity of the 
Earth, from the Flowers and Fruity that grow upon 
it, without confidertng the Mines q precious Metals 
Contain d in its Bojom. Now only an inward 
Christian that has felt the Power of Religion in 
f)is Heart, can from the Reflection upon, himfelfc 
and his uncounterfeit Experience, dij cover We 
Operations of Grace in the Breatts of others. • 

Mr. Henry rpas dedicated to the Service of Chrift 
fry his Mrther, in his Tender Age. His fir(t£ove 
*nd De0fs, ( when he was capable to make a judi- 
cious Choice ) were fet upon God. He entred early 
into the MiniUry, and confecrated alt the Powers 
of his Soul, Underlianding^ Memory, Will and 
Affections, with his Time and Strength, to the- 
Service of Cbrifl. And fuck was the Grace and 
Favour of God to him, that he loji no Days in 
h?s Flourifhing Age, by fatisfying the voluptuous 
Ajppftjtes ; nor in K his declining Age by Difiafes and 
,«*+ ■ ■> . ■ InfiraffltSi , 



The Dedication. 

Infirmities, but unceffantly applied kimfelf to his 
Spiritual Work. He was called to a private place in 
Wales, but bis fhining Worth could not be /haded 
in a Corner. A Confluence of People from other 
Parts attended on his Mini fir y. Indeed the Word 
of Truth that dies in the Mouths of the cold and 
carelefs, ( for they are not afl . Saints thatferve in 
the San ft nary ) had Life and Spirit in his Preach- 
ing : For it proceeded from a Heart burning with 
Zeal for the Honour of Chrifi and Salvation of Souls. 
Accordingly he fuited his Difcourfes to the Wife 
and the Weak^ : And imitated the Prophet, who 
contracted his Stature to the dead Body of the 
Widows Son, applying his Mouth to the Mouth of 
the Child, to infpire the Breath .of Life into him. 
The poor and defpifed were inSfruSed by him, with 
the fame companionate Love and Diligence as 
the Rich, notwithfianding the Civil Diflin&ion of 
Perfons, which will Jbortly vanifh for ever: For he 
confidered their Souls were of the fame precious and 
immortal Value. In the Adminiftration of the 
Lord's Supper, he exprefi the jufi TempJjument of 
Sweetnefs and Severity : With melting Compajjion he 
invited all relenting and returning Sinners to come 
to Chrifi, and receive their Pardon Jealed with his 
Blood: But he was fo jealous of the Honour of 
Chrifi, that he deterrd by the mofi fearful Confe- 
rences, the rebellious that indulged their Lufis, from 
coming to partake of the Feafi of the unfpQtted Lamb. 
He was not allurd by Temporal Advantage ( which 
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is the Mdrk. of a Mercenary) to leave the fir ft Place, 
where by the Divine Difpofal, he was feated. 

When the fatal RmholomtW-day came,tho he 
had fair Hopes of Preferment \by bis Attendance upon 
the King and Duke of York, id their early Age^ of 
which the Remembrance might have been levin d x, 
yet he was glided by \. Superior Spirit, and imita- 
ted the. Self- denial of MofeS ( a Dkty little under- 
Hood, and left praUifed, by the Earthly-minded J 

rather choofing to fufter Affii&kra with the Peo- 
ple of God* than to enjoy the^ood things of 
this World, At the Light df Heaven wkn the 
Air is Stormy and di&urbcl, does not kfe the Re&i- 
tude of its Rays : So his eriliihterid Confcienee did 
not bend in Confpliince with the Terms of Conformi- 
ty, but he obef d its fincere Judgment. 

After hh bein& Expel? d from the place of his pub- 
lie ^ Mini ffry, his Deportment was becoming a Son 
of Peace, fife* tefusd not Communion with the 
Church #/ England, in the Ordinances of the 
Go/pel, Jo far as his Confcienee permitted. Tet be 
could notMefert the Duty if bis Office; io which he 
was, wit B Sacred Solemnity fet apait. He was 
Faithfuf to improve Opportunities for ferving 
the Jhttre/l df Souls* ft otteith Standing the Severn 
ties infliSed ok him* And after the re&oring our 
Freedom of Preaching, he continued in the Per- 
formance of his delightful Work* tM D**tb t Ht * 
Period to his Labour i. 

After 
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After this Account of him as a Mini&er cfGhri& % 
I mil glance upon his Carriage as a Ghri&ian. His , 
Converfation was fa Holy and Regular, fa free ft*M 
taint, that he was knaccufable by his hnemiei : 
They could onty obfeB hi) Nonconformity as a Crime 4 
But his vigilant and tender Conference difcoverd 
the Spots of Sin in him/elf, which fo offered hii 
Soul, that hedefird Repentance might accompany 
him to the Gate of Heaven : An excellent Testimo- 
ny of Humility , the infeparableChara&er of a Saint. ' 
His Low to Qod was Supreme, which was declared 
by his ohojen Hours of Communion with him etety 
Day. The Union of AffeSions s is naturally pre* 
du&lw of Union in Conversion. Accordingly 
<mr SdUioxrpromjfcs, He that loveth me (hall be! 
loved of my Father } and I will love him, and 
Will tnan'ffeft my folf to him : And be repeat* 
the P*o*Afo % If a mrt love me he trill keep my 
Words : And thy Father will love him, and we 
will come to him, and make our abode With tin** 
To his fpecial and fingular love to God 9 was joyned 
a univerfal Love to Men : He did good to all ac- 
cording to hk Ability, fifis forgiving of Injuries, 
that rare and difficult Duty was eminently confpi- 
cuous in the jharpefi Provocations. When he could 
not etccufe the Offence ; he would pardon the Offen^ 
der, andfirive to imitate the perfeB Model of Cha- 
rity expreji'in ourfuffering Saviour : Who in theExfr 
tremity of his Sufferings^ when refentments are moft 
qttic\ dndfinjme y ffifd for his cruel Perfecutors. 
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His filial Truji in God was correfpondent to 
God's Fatherly Providence to him. This* was 
bis Support in times of Tryal, and maintain d an 
equal Temper in his Mind and Tenor in his 
Converfation. In Jhort, he led a Life of Evan- 
gelical Perfe&ion 9 moft worthy to be honourably 
prefirved in the Memory of future Times. The 
following Narrative of it, ifreadwlthanobferving 
EyeJ)ow inflruftive and affe&ing will it be to Mini- 
fters, and apt to transform them into his Likpnefs? 
Thus, Sir 9 I have given a fiort View of the Life of 
that Man for whom you badfucb a high Veneration, 
and dear Love. It argues a clearer Spirit, and a Di- 
viner Temper than is ufual in Perfons of confpicuous 
Quality, when Holinejs is fo defpicably mean in the 
E/hem of carnal Men, to value it above all Titles and 
Treafures, and the perifbing Pride of this World. I 
am perfwaded it will be very pUafing to you, that your 
Name and excellent Mr. Henry's, are joind in 
the fame Papers. 



*Iatn, 



SIR, 



Tour very Bumble and Faithful Servant, 



William Bates. 
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PREFACE 



TO THE 

READER? 

THAT which we aim at in this Undertaking! 
and which we would fet before us, at our 
Entrance upon it is, not fo much to embalm 
the Memory of this good Man (though tha{ 
alfo is 'Bhjffi) as to exhibit to the World a Pattern of 
that Primitive Cbriftianity, which all that knew him" 
well obferved to be exemplified in him, while he lived* 
and when they law the End of bis Conversation^ as it 
were with one Content, defir'd a publick and lafting 
Account of, or rather demanded it, as a juft J)ebt owr 
ing to the World, by thofe into whole Hands his 
"Papers came, as judging fiich an Account likely to 
conduce much to the Glory of God's Grace, and tQ 
the Edification of many, especially of thofe that wer^ 
acquainted with him. He was on? whom the Divine 
Providence did not call out ( as neither did his own 
Inclination lead him) to any very publick Scene of 
Adion : He was none of the forworaMsxi of th&A^s, 
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that make themfelves talked of : The World fcarce 
knew that there was fuch a Man in it. But in his 
low. and narrow Sphere, he was a burning and Jbining 
Light, and therefore" we think his Pious Example is 
the more adapted to general Ufe 7 efpecially coniifting 
not in the Extafies and Raptures of Zeal and Devotion, 
which are looked upon rather as admirable than inn- 
table ; But iit the long Series of an even, regular, 
prudent and w6ll-ordered Converfation, which he had 
in the World, and in the N ordinary Bufinefs of it, 
with Simplicity and Godly Sincerity $ not with flejbly 
Wifdom, but by the' tat ace of QocL It hath been faid, 
that quiet and peaceable Reigns, though they are the 
beft to live in, yet, they are the wotfi to write of, 
as fielding 4eflft Variety of Matter tot the Hiffo- 
ttaiis Pen to work upon : But a quiet and peaceable 
Life in all Godlinefs and Honefiy^ being . the Sum 
*nd Suhftance of pta&ical Chrifliianity, the recom* 
to&iding of the Example of fiichi Life, in the com- 
mon and familiar Inftance* of it ^ together with the 
kind and gfarioi& Providences or Gal attending it, 
m$j be, if not as diverting to the Cmiotis, yet every 
Whit as tifefift and inftni&i ve to the pious Readers. If 
any ftiggeft, that the Defigh of this Attempt i* to 
credit and advance a Party, kt. them know*, that 
Mtf. Henry was a Man of no Party, but tfue Cstbo* 
tick Cbrtftianity (not debauch'd ty Bigottry, nor 
leaven'd by any private Opiniohs or Iiiterefli) was 
his very Temper and Genius. According to the Ex- 
cellent and Royal Law* of this Holy Rehmon, his life 
Was led with a &t i& and confcientious Adherence to 
Truth and Ecruity •, a great Tendernefi and Inoffen* 
fifceiiefs to all Mankind * and a aridity Tinfture of 
J&ictre Piety and Devtttedneft to Gfod : And according 
to thofe fccred Rule* We ihall endeavour in Juftice to 

him, 
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him, as well as to our Reader, to reprefent him in 
the following Account 5 and if any Thing fhould 
drop from our Pen, which might juftly give Offence 
to any, ( which we promife iiKteftrioiHly to avoid ) 
we defire it may be looked upon as a falfe Stroke $ 
and (b far not truly reprefenting him, who was fi> 
Blamekfs fndjiamkfs, and without Rebuke. Much * 
of our Materials for this Stru&ure we have out of .his 
own Papers, (efpecially his Diary J for by them his 
Pi&ure may be drawn neareft to the Life, and from 
thence we may take the trueft Idea of him, and of 
the Spirit he was of. Thofe Notes being intended for 
his own private Ufe in the Review, and never com- 
municated to aay Perien whatsoever •, and appearing 
here (as they ought to do) in their own native Drefs, 
the candid Reader, -will . excufe it, if fometimes the 
EipreiEmis ihoiild feem abrupt, they are the genuine, 
unforced, and unftudied Breathings of a gracious Soul * 
and we hope will be rather the more acceptable tt> 
thole, who through Grace, are confcious to thena* 
ielves of the fame devout and pious Motions; for as in 
Skater, Face anfwers to Face, fo doth one (andkified and 
renewed Soul to.another $ and (as Mr. Baxter obferves 
in his Pre%e to Mr. Clark's Lives) God's Graces at* 
tmtcb the fame in ail his Holy Ones $ and therefore we 
muft not think that fucb h^ances as tbefe, are extra*, 
ordinary Rarities but <5od bath in wonderful Merej 
rais'd up many, by wbofe Graces even this j^arth is per- 
fumed. and ewightened. But tf one Star be allowed to 
differ 6pm another Star in Glory, perhaps our Reader 
will fay, when he 'hath gone through the following 
Account, that Mr. Henry may be ranked among thofe 
of -the Fkfi Magnitude. 
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THIS Account of the Life and Death of my Ho* 
nour'd Father, was firfl Publijh'd the Tear after 
he died $ and in a little Time there was a Second Itn- 
freffion of it, in which many confiderable Errors of the 
firfl were amended ; It having now been long out of Print, 
and often enquired for, this Third Edition comes Abroad 
ft the Requeft of many who have found this Portrature 
of a Nathaniel, an Israelite indeed, a genuine Son. of 
faithful Jacob, that plain Man dwelling in Tents, ve- 
ry ferviceabie to themfelves and others both for DireSion, 
^utckning, and Encouragement in the Ways of God and 
Godlinejs, for even this Way as well as in Converfation, 

as Iron lharpens Iron, lb a Man fharpens the Counte- 
nance of his Friend, 

Frequent mention being made in the Booh of the Com* 
fort he had in all the Branches of his Family, whom 
with Satisfaction he faw planted in Families of their 
own, it may not be amifs here to mention the Changes - 
which the Divine Providence made among them, foon 
after the Lord had taken away our Majler from our 
Head, who was a daily Intercejforfor us. 

. In the Tear 1697. (*&* lear after my father died) two 
of his Four Daughters died i#Chefter of 4 malignant Fe- 
ver 9 within Three Weeks one of another $ Two excellent 
Cbrifiians 3 and one of tkem 7 by fome Papers of her 

Writing 
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Writing found after her Death, off earing to have bad 
fitch an experimental Acquaintance with the Principles, 
Fowers, and Pleafures of the Spiritual and Divine Life, 
as few Cbrijlians that have more than doubled her Tears 
attain to. 

In the lear 1 699. Two of bis Four Sons in Law died 
Ukewife in Chefter, within Four or Five Months one of 
another, both of them ufeful good Men in their Places, 
and Bleffings to their Families. One of them was 
Dr. John Tylfton, a Pbyfician, like St. Luke, a beloved 
Phyfician $ Jome Time of Trinity Colledge in Oxford. 
TJbo' he died at 35 Tears of Age, he was for fever al 
Tears very Eminent and of great Repute in his Profejfion. 
He was a Univerfal Scholar, had abundance of Know- 
ledge, and usd it aright ; and was a very devout, fe- 
rious, confcientious Cbrifiian, and one that made it 
his Bufinefs to do good. Many excellent Papers he aU 
fo left behind him, full fraught with Proofs both of bis 
Learning and Piety. He was greatly and generally la* 
mented, and bis Memory is, and will be very precious 
in this City. Having this Occafion, I cannot forbear 
(even at. this Difiance of Time ) dropping fonie Tears • 
afre/b over bis Dufi, thus publickly \ for he was to me as 
my own Soul ; and upon every Remembrance of him I 
mufi/HUfofr as I did then, what David J aid of Jona- 
than, I am diftrefied for thee my Brother, very pleflr 
(ant haft thou been unto me. 

h pleased God gracioujh to prolong the Life of my 
Dear and Honoured Mother, atmojl Eleven Tears after 
K my Father y very much to the Comfort of all her Rela- 
tion* 9 fie continued to the lafl at her Houfe at Broad- 
Oak, where Jhe was born, a grSat Example of Wifdom 9 
Viety and Ufefulnefs, and abounding in good Works ; I 
think I may fay in her Sphere and Capacity, jhe was 
not inferior to what my Father was in his* &6e xc as -ue- 
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fp bappy tn a con ft a *it Calmnefs and Serenity of Afind* 
not eafily difiarba $ which as it was a fingular Gift of 
the Divine Grace, and w Inftance of her Wifdom, k 
if cpntrtbufed very much to her cjffe ##d comfortable 
Walking with God, ayid her doing good : She Intd and 
djy'd rejcycing in Cbrijl Jefns^ &i4 W * ptofing Expe* 
faition of the Glory tq bg pealed. Dr. Eenyoo 

Seactid her futieral JSemion in the Meeting-Place at 
coad-O^k (not a ie#r before I preach* d bis at Shrewf- 1 
jbury) on Heb. 6. tz. i$e Followers of them, who I 
through Faith and Patience inherit the Proznitfes. | 
The Ftrft Sermon If reached at Broad-Oak after that fyl 
Qccafion, I "wrote over at large afterwards, defining it 
for the Benefit not only of her Children, but of her Grand- 
Children, of whom {he bad Twenty-three following her to 
her Grave. They have had it in Manufcript among them, 
and now in Compliance with the Defiro of many of my 
friends, I have here added it to this Edition of my Fa- 
thers Life, and 'tis afi I have thought Jit to add to it. 

Iconfefs I am not Jq follicitous as Tom perhaps map 
think Ijbould be, to make an Excufe, and to ask Parr 
dm for troubling the World. with the little Affairs ofpfjf 
poor Fondly, and with the Indulgences of my JSatufol 
Affe&ion to it * J defign nothing in it hut ( tfft maybe 
by the Grose of God) to do good to plain People like 

*yf*if. 



S* ,.«. Mat. Henry. I 



Feb. 17. 17K 
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Mr. Philip Henry's Birth, Parentage, early Bety, and 

Education at School. 

E Was* born at White-hall, in Weftminjler, on 
fVednefday % Auguft 14. 163 1, being Bartholomew- 
day. I find ufually in his Diary, fome pious Re- 
mark or other urxm the Annual Return of hia 
Birth-day : As in one Year he Notes, that the Scripture men* 
dons but two who obferved their "Birth-day with Feafting and 
Joy, and they were neither of them Copies to be written after: 
wit Pharaoh. Gen. 40. xo. and Herod, Mat. 14. 6. But (faith 
fee) J rather obferve it as a Day of Mourning and Humiliation^ 
^ becdufe fhapen in Iniquity, and conceived in Sin. And wben he 
i bad completed the Thirtieth Year of bis Age, he noted this, 
^ So ddy and no older, Alexander was, when he had conquered the 
ghat iVortt, hut (faith he) I have not yet fubdued the litth 
Wertij my /elf. At his Thirty third Year he hath thw HwsfcV* 
Refle&iofi; A long time lived tofmaU purfoje, What ^>«& \ ** % * 
redeem it? And at another, I may Mouyji « C«S» 4U *>\**>^ 
»fi&Jyn,Alcx*ndtf, early Atchitoimmx s 1 %h*x *W* O***^ 
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r 44» J am, have done much more than I have done for God, the 
Cod of my Life. And ( to mention no more) when he had li- 
ved Forty two Year*, he thus writes; I would be bath to live 
it over again, left inftead of making it better I fhould ma\eit 
Worfe, and befides, every Tear and Day front on Earth u loft in 
Heaven. This laft Note minds me of a Paflage I have heard 
him tell of a Friend of his, who being grown into Years, 
was asked how old he was, and anfwerd* On the wrong fide 
of Fifty: Which (faid Mr. Henry) be fhould not havefaid\ for 
if he was going to Heaven, it was the right fide of Fifty. 

He always kept a Will by him ready made, and it was hit 
Cuftotn yearly, upon the return of his Birth-day* to review, 

. and (if occafionwcre) to renew and alter it: For it is good 
to do that at a fet time, which it is very good to do at fome 
time. The laft Will he made bears Date, This xa/b Day of 
Auguftf 1695. being the Day of the Tear on which I watbm% 
1631. and alfo the Pay of the Tear on which by Law I died 9 as 
did alfo near Two thou/and Faithful Mini/lea of Jefm Chrj/i^ 
1661. alluding to that Claufe in the Ad of Uniformity, which 
difpofethof the Places and Benefices of Minifters not Con* 
forming, as if they were naturally dead. 

His Father 8 Name was John Henry, the Son of Henry WiU 
Hams of Brittons Ferry , betwixt Keatb and Swanfey in Glamor- 
gan/hire. According to the old Welfli Cuftom ( fome fay con- 
formable to that of the ancient Hebrews, but now almoft in 
all Places laidafide) the Fathers Chriftian Name was the 
Son's Sirname. He had left his native Country, and his la- 
thers Houfe very Young, unprovided for by his Relations; 
but it pleafed God to bleu his Ingenuity and Induftry, with 9 
confiderable Income afterwards, which enabled bun to live 
comfortably himfelf, to bring up his Children well, and to hot 
kind to many of his Relations; but Publick Events making a-* 
gainft him at bis latter End, when he died he left little be- 
hind him for his Children, bat God gracioufly took care of 
them. Providence brought this Mr* John Henry > when he was 
young, to be the £arl ol Pembrool£$ Gentleman, whom hefer- 
ved many Years: The Earl coming to be Lord Chamberlain* 
preferr'dhim to be the King's Servant: He was firft made 
Keeper of the Orchard at White-halt, and afterward* Pace of 
the Back Stairs to the King's Second Son, Jatnes Duke of /^ 

which place obliged turn to aiSexfoas! &0wtf&x&& ' wgpMbi 
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i)ifte in his Chamber. He lived and dy'd a Courtier a hearty 
Mourner for his Royal Matter King Charles theFirft, whom 
he did not Ions furvive. He continued, during all the War- 
time, in bis Houfe at White-fall, though the Profits of hit 
Places ceafed, the King paffing by his Door, under a Guard, 
to take Water, when he was going to TVeftminfter; to that 
which they call'd his Tryal, enquired for his old Servant, 
Mr. John Henry f who was ready to pay bis due Refpeds to 
him, arid pray'd God to Blefi hi Majeftj, and to Deliver him 
out of the Hands of his Enemies, for which the Guard had 
like to have been rough upon him. 

His Mother was Mrs. Magdalen Rochdale, of the Parifli of 
St. Martins-in-tbe-FiclJs, in fVeRminfter. She was a vertuous 
pious Gentlewoman, and one that fear d God above many : She 
was altogether dead to the Vanities and Pleafures of the Court, 
though (he liv'd in the midft of them. She look'd well to 
the Ways of her Houfhold ; pray'd with them daily, catechi- 
sed her Children^ and taught therfi the good Knowledge of 
the Lord betimes. . I have heard him fpeak of his learning 
Mr. Perkins big Six Principles, when he was very young ; and 
he often mentioned, with thankftftnefs to God, his great Hap- 
pinefs in having fuch a Mother, who was to him as Lets and 
Eunice were to Timothy, Acquainting him with the Scriptures 
from his Childhood j and there appearing in him early Incli- 
nations both to Learning and Piety, (tie devoted him in his 
tender Years to the Service of God, in the Work of the Mi- 
nistry. She dyed of aConfumption, Mai eh 6. 1645. leaving 
behind her only this Son and Five Daughters. A little before 

Sedyed, (he had this Saying, My Head k in Heaven, and pry 
eart n in Heatven, it is tut one fief more, and I (kail be there 
too* 

His Sufceptors in Baptifrh were Philip Earl of Pemferokp 
(who gave him his Name, and was kind to him as lo*g as 
he lived, as was alfe his Son Philip after him } James Earl of 
Carlifle, and the Countefs of Salisbury. 

Prince Charles and the Duke of Tor^ being fomewhat near 
6f an Age to him, he was in his Childhood very much an At- 
tendant upon them in their Play, and they were often with 
him at his Father's Houfe, and they wene watv\.\ft xs&^vsss. 
what Preferme/it he /hould have at Cow^ *& Voo\\ **>» ^** 
gArk HckcptiBook to his DjiniDvi > n<\&^W^*^ 

B x 
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of Tork gave him; and I have heard him bewail the Lofs of 
Two curious Pidtures, which he gave him likewife. Archbi- 
fhop Laud took a particular Kindnefs to him when he was a 
Child, becaufe he would be very Officious to attend at the 
Water-Gate ( which was pars of his Father's Charge in ftfntc 
hall) to Jet the Archbifhop through when he came late from - 
Council, to crofs the Water to Lambeth. 

Thefe Circumftances of his Childhood he would fometime* 
fpeak of among his Friends, not as glorying in them, but 
taking Occafion from thence to blefc God for his DeliyeranceL 
from the Snares of the Court, in the midft of which it is fo 
very hard to maintain a good Confcience and the Power of 
Religion, that it hath been faid (though blefTed be God, it is 
not a Rule without Exception) Exeat ex aula* qui velit ejfe 
fiw. The breaking up a[nd fcatteringrof the Court, by the? 
Calamities of 1 641 . as it dafhed the Expectations of his Court- 
preferments, fo it prevented the Danger of Court-Entangle-' 
ments: And though it was not, like Mofes\ a Choice of his 
own, when come to Tears 9 to quit the Court j yet when he 
was come to Years, he always exprefled a great Satisfa&ion 
in his Removal from it, and bleffed God, who cbofe his Inhe* 
ritamce fo much better for him. 

Yet it may not be improper to obferve here what was obvi* 
ous, as well as amiable to all who convers'd with him; vi%. 
that he had the moft fweet and obliging Air of Courtefy and 
Civility that could be 5 which fome attributed in part to his 
early Education at Court. His Meen and Carriage was always 
fo very decent and refpe&ful, that it could not but win the 
Hearts of all he had to do with. Never was any Man further 
from that Rudenefi and Morofenefi which fome Scholars, and 
todHnany that profefs Religion, either wilfully affeft, or care- 
Jelly allow themfelves in, tometimes to die Reproaph of their 
Profcfljon. *Tis one of the Laws of onr holy Religion, ex- 
empnjfi'd in the Converfation of this good Mas, to Honour all 
Men. i SancSify'd Civility is a great Ornament to Chriftiani- 
ty. It was a Saying he often us'd, Religion doth not deftroy 
good Manners ; and yet he was very far from any thing of Va- 
nity in Apparel,or Formality of Complement in Addrefe; but 
Ins Converfation was all natural and eafie to himfelf and o- 
tbers, and nothing appear'd in him* which even a fevere Cri- 
rick could juQly all Affcfcd. TtoTem^t clt V&tmfed very 
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much to the adorning of the Do&rine of God our Saviour* 
and the general Tranfcript of fuch an excellent Copy, would 
do much towards the healing of thofe Wounds which Religi- 
on hath received in the Home of her Friends by the contrary. 
But to return to his Story. 

The firft Latin School he went to was at St. M*r;iVsChurch, 
under the teaching of one Mr. Bonner. Afterwards he was 
removed ro Batterfey, where one Mr. Wells was his School- 
mafter. The 'grateful mention which in fome of his Papers 
he makes of thefe that were the Guides and Inftrudors of 
his Childhood and Youth, brings to mind that French Proverb 
rotbispurpofe: To Father , Teacher, and God All-fufficient, nonet 
can render equivalent* 

."But in the Year 1^43. when he was About Twelve Years 
old, be wis admitted into JVcftminfter School, in the Fourth 
Form, under Mt, Thomas Vincent, then Uflier, whom he 
would often fpeak of, as a moft able diligent School-matter j 
and one who grieved fo much at the Dulhefs apd Non-profici- 
ency of any of his Schojars, that falling into a Confumption, 
I have heard Mr. Henry fay of him, That he even killed bim- 
felf with falfe Latin. 

A while after he was taken into the Upper School, under 
Mr. Richard Bmby (afterwards Dr. Busby) and in Oftober, 1 645 • 
be was admitted King's Scholar, and was firft of the Ele&ion, 
partly by his own Merit, and partly by the intereft of the 
fearl of Pembroke. „ 

* Here he profited greatly in School-Learning, and all his 
Days retained his Improvements therein to Admiration. When 
he was in Years, he would readily in Difcourfe quote Pafla- 
ges out of the ClafiSck Authors that were not common, and 
had them ad unguem, and yet rarely us*d any fuch things in 
his Preaching, (though fometimes, if very appofite, he infer- 
ted them in his Notes. ) He was very ready and exa& in the 
Greek Accents, the Quantities of Words, ' and all the feveral 
Kinds of Latin Verfe ; and often prefled it upon young Scho- 
lars, in the midft of their Univerfity-Learning, not to forget 
their School- Authors. 

: Here and before, his ufual Rccreauora *t ^asaxft. ivefcss* ^*^> 
either reading the Printed Accounts <& ^\fc\\OR> Oc^w^ 
or attending the Courts at WrJhmnJier-H<i1U tfcVsax ^ ^X 
ah and Argument* there, which, l^OawAwS^w**^ 
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hath often done to the Lofs of his Dinner, and oftncr of hi$ 
Play. 

out Paulo major a canamtu—- Soon after thofe unhappy 
Wars begun, there was a daily Morning- Le&ure fet up at the 
Abby-Cburch, between Six and Eight of the Clock, and 
Preached by Seven worthy Members of the Aflembly of Di- 
vines in Courfe, w{. Mr. Marfhal, Mr. Palmer, Mr. H«7, 
Dr. Staunton, Mr. Nye, Mx.Whitaker, and Mr. Hi A It wa$ 
the Requeft of his Pious Mother to Mr. Busby, that he would 
give her Son lekve to attend that Le£hire daily, which he did, 
riot abating any thing of his School-Exercife, in which he 
kept pace with the reft ; but only difpenfing with his Abfence 
for that Hour : And the Lord was plealed to make good Im- 
prefliojis on his Soul, by the Sermons he heard there. His 
Mother alfo took him with her every Thyrfday to Mr. Cafe % % 
iefture at St. Martins. On the Lord s Day he fat under the 
powerful Miniftry of Mr. Stephen Mar (hut, in the Morning, 
it Nen>-cbappei ; in the Afternoon at St. Margarets Weftminfke* 
(which was their Parifh Church:), In the former Place 
Mr. A^u/fr*/ preached long from Phil. 2. 5, 6. &c. in the latter 
from John 8. 36. of our Freedom by Chrift. ' This Minifies, 
and this Miniftry, he would to his laft (peak of with great 
Refpeft, and Thankfulnefe to God, as that by which he wa*, 
through Grace, in the beginning of his Days begotten again 
jo a lively Hope.' I have heard him (peak of it, as the Say- 
ing of fome wife Men at that time, That if all the Presbyte- 
rian* had been like Mr. Stephen Marjhai, and all the Indepen- 
dents like Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs, and all the Epifcopal Men 
like Archbifhop V/her, the Breaches of the Church would 
foon have been heal*d. He alio attended conffcntly upon the, 
Monthly Fafts at St. Margaret. s^ where the beft and ableft Mi- 
nisters of England Preached before the then Houfe of Com- 
mons ; and the Seryice of die Day was carried on with great 
Stri&nefs and Solemnity, from Eight in the Morning till Fouc 
in the Evening. It was his conftant Pra&ife, from Eleven or 
Twelve Years old, to write (as he could) aU the Sermons he 
beard, which be kept very carefully, tranfcribed many o£ 
them fair over after, and notwithstanding his many Removes 
tbey are yet forth-coming. 
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At thefe monthly Fails (as be himfeJf bath recorded it) he 
bad often fweet Meltings rf Soul in Prayer, and Confeffion or 
Sin, ( particularly once with fpecial Remark, when Mr. flPZfi 
Ham Bridge of Tarmutb prayed) and many warm and lively 
Truths came home to his Heart, and he daily increafed in that- 
Wifdom and Knowledge which is to Salvation. Read his 
Reflections upon this, which he wrote many Years after; 
u If ever any Child (faith be) fuch as I then was, between 

* the Tenth and Fifteenth Years of my Age, enjoy 'd Line 
" upon Line, Precept upon Precept, I did. And was it in- 

* vain? I truft not altogether in vain. My Sou! rejoicetb 
u and is glad at the Remembrance of it; the Word diftilledf 
" as the Dew, and dropt as the Rain: 1 lov'd it, and loV'df 
*' the Mefleneers of it, their very Feet wete beautiful to me. 
" And, Lord, what a Mercy was it, that at a time when thd 
" poor Countries were laid wafte, when the noife of Drums' 

* and Trumpets, and the clattering of Arms was heard there. 
" and the ways to Si$n mourn d, that then my Lot (hould be 
" where there was Peace and Quietnefi, whtte the Voice of 
" the Turtle was heard, aad there was gitat plenty of Gd- 
u fpel-Opportunities 1 Blefs the Lord, O my Soul, as long as 
"Hive, I will blefs the Lord, I will praife my God while f 
u have my Being. Had it been only the Reftraint that it Iai<f 
u upon me, whereby I was kept from the common Sins of 
u other Children and Youths; fuch as Cnrfing, Swearing 
a Sabbath-breaking, and the like ; I were bound to be verf 
44 thankful: But that it prevailed through Grace effe&ually to 
44 bring me to God, How much am I indebted, and what 
44 (hall I render ! 

Thus you fee how the Dews of Heaven fofihed his Heart 
by Decrees.— From thefe early Experiences of his own. 

1. He would blast thofe who laid fo much Strefs on Peo- 
ples knowing the exad time of their Converfion, which he 
thought was with many net pofGble to do. Who can fo foon 
be aware of the Day-break, or of the fpritiging up of the 
Seed Sown? The Work of Grace is better known in its Ef- 
fedrs than in its Caufes. 

He would fometimes illuftrate this by that Saying of the 
blind Man to the Pharifees, who were fo critical in exami- 
ning the Recovery of his Sight. This and t'octat I Vatm ^x 
concernjii; ir, bur Thn cm tWn* 1 fcpw., tV>4t ^wWt* 'V -*«* 
t/Mimmlfee; Job.**). Tfr\ ^ V ^ 
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. ;2. He would bsar bis Teftimdny to the Comfort and bene* 
§t of early Piety, r ; and recommend it to all young People, 
as a good thing to t>ear the Yoke of . the Lord Jefus in Youth. 
He would often Witnefs againft that wicked Proverb, A 
joung Saint 9 an old<Devil y and would have it laid rather, A- 
young Saint, an old. Angel. He obferv'd it concerning Obadiab 
I and he was a Courtier) that he feared the Lord from hi 
T n J 4 fby i King. i8.:ii. and it is faid of him v. 3, that he 
Rared the Lord greatly. Thofe that would come to fear God 
y.ctfly, muft learn to fear him from their Toutb. No Man 
fid his Duty fo naturally as Timothy did {Phil. 2. 20.) who 
jrpm a Child knew the Holy Scriptures: He would fome- 
^iriies apply to this. that common Saying, He that would Thrive, 
ipuft rife at Five ; and in dealing wittj young People, how ear- 
b^fily would he prefe this upon them* I tell you, Ton cannot 
kegin too foon to he Religious, but you may fut it off too hng} 
%Hmna muft be gathered early, and he that* tbcfirft, muft 
b'ave the firjb. /t $e often inculcated Eccl. ix. 1. i(emember 
Ay Creator m tj*Days of thy Toutb, or, as in the Original* the 
Djhs of thy Choie&: Thy choice Days, and thy chufing Days. 
"I remember 3 Paflage of his in a Ledure Sermon, in the 
Year, 1674. which much affeAed many ; he was preaching 
on that Text, Atof. 11. 30. My Tofy u eafie; and after many 
wings infilled upon, to prove the Yoke of Chrift an eafie 
Yoke, he at laft appealed to the Experiences of all that had 
flrawn in that Yoke. Cat now if there be any that witt anfwer 
ypu 9 and to which of the Saints will you turn? turn to which you 
will, and they/ will all agree that they have found Wifdoms 
ways Pleafantnej}, and Chrift's Commandments not grievous : and 
(jprith he ) I wig -here witnefi for one, who through Grace have in 
fome poor meajure been drawing in this Tol{e 9 now above Thirty 
Tears, and I have found it an eajy Yoke* * and lily my Choice too 
well to change. \ ,j. 

3. He would- alfo recommend it to the care of Parents, to 
bring their Children betimes to Publick Ordinances. He 
would fay, that they are capable fooner than we are aware, 
of receiving Good by them. The Scripture takes notice more 
than once of the little ones in the folemn Memblies of the 
Faithful, Deut. 29. if. Ejra 10. 1. A&s n. 5. If we lay 
our Children by the Pool-fide, who knows but the Blefled Spi- 
rit may help them in, and heal them. He us'd to apply that 

Scrips 
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Scripture to this, Cant. 1. 8. Thofe that would have Com- 
munion with Chrift, mnft not only go» forth by the Footftept 
rf the Flocks themfelves, but feed their Kjds too, their Chil- 
dren or other young ones that are under their Charge, befide 
the Shepherd's Tents. 

4. He would alfo recommend to young People thePraQice 
of writing Sermons. He himfelf did it, not only when he 
was young, but continued it conftantly till within a few Years 
before he dyed, when the decay of his Sight obliging him to 
she Ufe of Spectacles, made Writing not fo ready 10 him as 
it had been. He never wrote Short-hand, but had an excel- 
lent Art of taking the Subftance of a Sermon in a very plain 
and legible Hand, and with a great deal of eafe. And the 
Sermons he wrote he kept by him, in fuch "Method and Order, 
that by the help of Indexes, which he made to them, he could 
readily turn almoft to any Sermon that ever he heard, where 
he noted the Preacher, Place, and Time ; and this he call'd 
Hearing for the lime to come. He recommended this Practice to 
ethers, as a means to engage their Attention in Hearing, and 
to prevent Drowfinefs, and to help their Memories after Hear- 
ing, when they come either to meditate upon what they have 
heard themfelves, or to communicate it to others; and many 
have had reafon to blefs God for his Advice and Inftru&ion 
herein: He would advife People fometimes to look over the 
Sermon-Notes that they had written, as a ready way to revive 
the good Impreflions of the Truths they had heard, and would 
blame thofe who made Wafte- paper of them ; for ( faith he ) 
the day m coming when you will either thanks God for them, or 
heart ily mfh you had never written them. 
■ But it is time we return to iVeftminfter-Schoo/, where, ha- 
ving begun to learn Chrift, we left him in theSuccefsfuiPur- 
fuit of other Learning ; under the Eye and Care of that gfreac 
Mafter Dr. Bush/; who, on the Account of his Pregnancy 
and Diligence, took a particular Kindnefs to him, call'd him 
his Child, and would fometimes tell him he fhould be his Heir ; 
and there was no Love loft betwixt them. Dr. Bushy was 
noted for a very fevere School-Mafter, efpecially in thebegin- 
ning of his time. But Mr. Hemy would fay fometimes, that 
as in fo great a School there was need of a ftritt Difcipline, 
fo for his own part, of the Four Years he was in the School, 
he never felt the Weight of his Hand bwt w^k* w^ ^^ 
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(faith he in fome of the Remarks of his Youth which he 
wrote long after) L defer vd it: For being Monitor of the 
Chamber, and according to the Doty of his Place, being fent 
out to feek one that play'd Truant; he found him out where 
be had hid himfelf, and at his earneft Requeft promifed CO 
make an Excufe for him, and to (ay he could not find him ; 
which (faith he, in a penitential Reflexion upon it after- 
wards) I wicfydfy did. Next Morning the Truant comity 
under Examination, and being ask'd whether he faw the Mo- 
nitor, f*id, Tej, be did; at which Dr. Busby was much furpri- 
zed, and turned his Eye upon the Monitor, with this Word, 
$ov7i*w; (IVhat thou my Son I) and gave him Gorredion, 
and appointed him to make a penitential Copy of Latin Ver- 
Its, which when he brought he gave him Six Pence, and re* 
ccived him into bis Favour again. 

Among the Mercies of God to him in his Youth ( and he 
would fay 'tware well if Parents would keep an account oC 
tbofe for their Children, till they came to be capable of doing 
it for themfelves, and then to fet them upon the doing of fcj 
he hath recorded a remarkable Deliverance he had here ar ' 
Wjfirnin/ier-Scbool, which was this: It was cuftomary them 
among the ftudious Boys, for One or Two or more, to fit op 
the former part of the Night at Study, and when they went 
to Bed, about Midnight, to call others; and they others, 
at Two or Three a Clock, as they defired: His Requeft was 
tobecall'd at Twelve, and being awaked, defired his Candle 
might be lighted, which ftiick to tht Bed's Head ; but be dropc 
afleep again, arid the Candle fell, and burnt part of the Bed 
and Bolfter, e're he awaked; but, through God's good Pro- 
vidence, feafonable Help came in, the Fire was foon quench- 
ed, and he received no Harm. This gave bim Occafion 
long after to fay, It i of the Lorts Mercks that we are not c«*» 
fumed. 

When he was at TVeftminJkrSclml be was employed by 
Dr. Busby, as fome others of the moft ingenuous sum induftri* 
©us of his Scholars were, in their reading of the Greek Authors, 
to colled, by his Dire&on, fome Materials for that excel- 
lent Greek-Graramer, which the Dodfor afterwards publifli'd, 
But be the School never fo agreeable, Youth is ddlrous to 
commence Man by a removal from it : This Step he took in 
the Sixteenth Year of his Age. It was the ancient Cuftom 

of 
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of TVefirnnfler-Schoolj that all the King's Scholars who ftood 
Candidates for an ele&ion to the University, were to receive 
the Lord's Sapper the Softer before, which he did with the 
reft, in St. Margaret's-Cburcb, zx.Eafter, 1 647. and he would 
often fpeak of the great Pains which Dr. Busby took with his 
Scholars, that were to approach to that folemn Ordinance, 
for feverai weeks before at flared times; with what Skill and 
Serioufnefi of Application, and manueft Concern for their 
Souls, he opened to them the Nature of the Ordinance, and 
of the Work they bad to do in it ; and infttti&ed them what 
was to be done in preparation for it; and' this he made a 
Bufinefs of, appointing them their Religious Exercifes inftead 
of their School Exercifes. What Succefs this had, through 
the Grace of God, upon young Mr. Henry (to whom the 
Dodor bad a particular regard ) read from his own Hand. 
" There had been Treaties (faith he) before, between my 
?. -Soul and Jefus Chrift, with (bmc weak overtures towards 
""him; but then, then I think it was that the Match was 

* made, the Knot tied : Then I fet my felf in the Strength 
P. of Divine Grace, about the great Work of Sclf-Examina- # 
" tion, in order to Repentance 5 and then I Repented ; that 

* is, folemnly and ferioufly, with fome poor Meltings of 
c< Soul; I confeffed my Sins before God, original and adual, 
Ci judging and condemning my felf for than, and calling 
" away from me all my Tranfgreflions, receiving Chrift Je- 
" (iis the Lord, as the Lord my Rkhtcoufiaefe, and devoting 
u and dedicating my whole felf absolutely andunrefervedly to 
" his Fear and Service. After which, coming to the Ordi- 
nance, there, there I received him indeed, and he became 
mine, I fay mine. Biefc the Lord, O my Sou]. 

Dr. Busby % Agency, under God, in this bkfled Work, he 
makes a very grateful mention of r in divers of his Papers: 
The fyr4 recommence it • ( faith he) a Thwfand Fold, into hi 
Bofom. 

I have have heard him tell how much he furprized the 
Dodor, the firft time he waited upon him after he was turn'ct 
out by the Ad of Uniformity : For when the Dodor asked 
him, Pr'ytbee. (Child) what made thee a Nonconformift} Truly 
Sir, faith Mr. Henry, you made me one; for you taught me 
$hofif things that hindred me from conforming. 



u 
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" Encouraged by this Experience, I have my (elf (faith he 
<c in one of his Papers ) taken like Pains with divers others 

* at their firft Admiffion to the Lord's Table, and have 

* through Grace, feen the comfortable Fruits of it, both in 
£ mine own Children and others. To G'6i be Glory. 

Mr. Jeremy Dyke's Book of the Sacrament/ I have heard 
him (ay, was of great Ufe to him at that time, in his Prepa- 
ration for that Ordinance. 

Thus was this great Concern happily fettled before hi§ 
launching out into the World, which through Grace he had 
all his Days more or lefs the Comfort of, in an even Serenity 
of Mind, and a peaceful Expe&ation of the Glory to be re- 
vealed. . ' '•' 

May 17. 1647. he was chofeg from iVeftminfter-School to 
Cbrift-ChuYch in Ox for J, jure ba\. with Few* others, of which 
be had the fecond Place. .At his Eieftibn he was very much 
countenanced and fmiled upon by bis (Sod-father • the Earl bfc 
Pembroke, who was one of the Ele&orj. ■ ■ ,- 



CHAP. II. 

His Tears fyent #t Oxford. 

'TpHough he was chofen to the Univerfity in May, yet being 
-*- then young under Sixteen, and in love with his School- 
Learning, he made no great hafte thither. 'Twas in Decem- 
ber following, 1647. that he removed to Oxford. Some mer- 
ciful Providences in his Journey ( he being a young Traveller ) 
affected him much, and he us'd to fpeak of them, with a 
fence of God's Goodnefs to him in them, according to the 
Impreffions then made by them; and he hath recorded them 
with this thankful Note. That there may be a great Mercy in a 
firiall Matter ; as the Care that was taken of him by Strangers, 
when lie fainted and was fick in his Inn the firft Night, and 
his cafual meeting with Mr. Annefiy^ Son to the Vifcpont P/f- 
lentU (who was chofen from fVeftminfter-Scbool, at the fame 
time that he was) when his other Company, going another 
way, had left him alone, and utterly at a lofs what to do. 
Thus the fenfible remembrance of old Mercies may anfwer 

As. 
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the Intention of new ones, trhich is to engage oar Obedience 
to God, and to encourage onr Dependance on him. 

Being come to Oxford, he was immediately entred Com- 
moner of Cbrift-Churcby where Dr. Samuel Fell Was then Dean ; 
the Tutor afligned to him and the reft of that Ele&on was 
lAt.Vnderwood, a very learned ingenious Gentleman. 

His Godfather, the Earl of Pembroke, had given him Ten 
bounds to buy him a Gown, to pay his Fees, and to fet out 
with. This in bis Papers he puts a remark upon, as a/^ 
finable Mercy in regard of fome Straits, which Providence,' 
by the Calamity of the Times, had brought his Father to. 
God had taught him from his Youth that excellent Principle, 
which he adher'd to all his Days, that Every Creature # that to 
us, and no more, than God makes it to be ; and therefore while 
many feck, the Haulers Favour^ and fo expeft to make their For- 
tunes, as they call it, feeing every Man's Judgment proceedetb 
from the Lord$ it is our Wifdom to feek his Favour, who is 
the Ruler of Rulers, and that is an effectual way to make fure 
dor Happinefs. 



To tne proper Studies of this place he now vigoroufly ad-~ 



P^drefs'd himfelf ; but ftill retaining a great Kindnefs for the 
f Claffick Authors, and the more police Exercifes he lov'd fo 
F well at PVeftminfter~Scbool. 

He was admitted Student of Cbrift-Churcb, March t^l 
164J. by Dr. Henry Hammond, that great Man, then Sub- 
Dean, who call'd him his God-Brother, the Earl of Pembroke 
being his Godfather alfo, and Prince Henry the other, who 
gave him his Name. 

The Vifitation of the Univerfity by the Parliament hap-^ 
:n d to be in the very next Month after. Oxford had been 
*or a good while in the Hands of the Parliament, and no 
Change made; but now the Earl of Pembroke, and feveral ou- 
tliers thereunto appointed, came hither to fettle things upon 
a new Bottom. The Account Mr. Henry in his Papers gives of 
this Affair, is to this Purpofe. The fole Queftion whkh the 
Vifitors propos'd to each Perfon, high and low, in every Col- 
lege, that ha4 any Place of Profit, was this, Will you fubmit 
to the Power of the Parliament in this frefent Vifitation ? to 
which all were to give in their Anfwer in Writing, and ac- 
cordingly were either displaced or continued. Some cheer- 
fully complied, others abfolutely refufcd (among whom ta> 



14 the LIFE af Mr. Philip Hemy; 

would fometimes tell of one that wit bat of hii ftandingj 
who gave in this bold Anfwer, I neither can, nor wit fubme 
to the Power of the Parliament in tbi prefent Vifitation; I fyt 
cam**, I fay JwiHnot, J.C.) others anfwer'd doubtfully, 
pleading Youth and ignorance in fueh Matters. Mr. Henrfg 
Anfwer was, Ifubmit to the Power tf the Parliament in the 
frejen* Vjfitatien, m far m I may with a fafe Confiienee ami 
without Perjury. His Reafon for the kft Salvo, wis, becaufe 
he had taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy a little 
before, at his Admiflion; which he was (according to the 
Character of the Good Man, that he fears an Oath) very 
jealous of doing any thing to contradiA or infringe; which 
hath made him fometimes fignifie fome diflike of that Pra- 
dice of Adminiftring Oaths to fadi as were fcarce paft 
Children, t*bo could hardly be fuppofed to take them with 
Judgment, as Oaths (hould be taken. However, this Aij- 
fwer of his fatisfied; add by the Favour of the Earl of 
Pembroke he was continued in his Students Place. Bat great 
Alterations were made in that, as well as in other Colleges^ 
^very much (no queftion) to the Hinderance and Difcoura "" 
{nent of young Scholars, who came thither to get Learm 
not to judge of the Rights of Government. Dr. Sdmueil* m . 
the Dean, was removed, znADr. Edward Hcynolds, afterwards 
Bifhop of Norwich, was put in his r66m ; Dr. Hammond and 
all the Canons, except Df . Wt//, wete difplaced, andMr.tf?/- 
kjnfon, Mt.Poeock, and others of the Parliaments Friends were 
prefer'd to their Places. His thoughts of this in die Reflexi- 
on long after, was, that milder Methods ihigjit have done 
better, and would have been a firmer Eftablifliment to the new 
Intereft; but confidering that many of thofe who were put 
out ( being in ExpeQation of a fudden Change, which came 
not of many Years after) were e*afperating in their Carri- 
age towards the Vifitors; and that tne Parliament ( who at 
this time rode Matters ) had many of their own Friends ready 
for Univerfiry-Preferments, ( which Oxford having been fronrf 
the beginning a Garrifon for the King, they had been long 
kept out of) and tbefe they were concerned to oblige, it was 
not ftrange if they took luch ftridfc Methods. And yet no- 
thing being requir d but a bare Submiffion, which might be 
interpreted but as crying gp*rw, Ik (bought withal that it 



TbeLIFE cf Mr. Philip Henry. i; 

not be (aid the Terms were hard, efpecially (faith he) 
if compar'd with thofe of another Nature impofed fince. 

Among other Student-Matters removed, his Tutor Mr. Vn* 
dtrwood, was one, which he often bewaiTd as ill for him, for 
he was a good Scholar, and one that made it his bufinefe to 
look after his Pupils, who were very likely, by the Bleffing of 
God, to have profited under bis Conduft : But upon the re- 
moval of Mr. XJnderwood, he, with fbme others were turn'd 
over to Mr. Finmore, who was then in with that Intereft which 
was uppermoft, and was afterwards Prebendary of Cbefter} 
l Perfon (as he notes) able enough, bnt not willing to em- 
ploy hi* Abilities for the Good of thofe that were committed to 
his Charge ; ' towards whom he had little more than the name 
of a Tuttr. This he lamented as his Infelicity, at his firft 
letting out But it pleas'd God to give him an Intereft in the 
Affections of a young Man, an Under-Graduate then, but 
Two or Three Years his Senior from JVeftminfter, one Mr. F(i- 
cUrd Bryan, who took him to be his Chamber-Fellow while 
Itt continual at Oxford, read to him, overlooked his Studies, 
qod diredbed him in them. Of this Gentleman he makes a t 
mn honourable mention, as one who was, through God s 
Urifiog an Inftrument of much Good to him. Mr. John FeS 
alfo, the Dean's Son (afterwards himfelf Dean of Cbrift- 
Church *nd Bilhop of Oxford) taking pity on him, and fbme 
others that wereneglefled, voluntarily read to them for fbme . 
time; a Kindnefs which he retain d a very grateful Senfe of, 
and for which he much honour d that learned and worthy 
Perfon, 

Here he duly perform' d the College-Exercifes, Difputari- 
ons every Day, in Term-time; Tbeams and Verfes once a 
Week, and Declamations when it came to his turn; in which 
Performances he frequently came off with very great Ap- 

K* tufc: And many pf his Manufcripts which remain, ihew . 
w well he improved his time there. 
And yet in fome F^flcHions I find under his Hand, written 
long after (wherein he looks back upon his early Days) he 
cbargeth it upon himfelf; that for a good while after he came 
to the Univerfity (though he was known not to be inferior to 
any of his Standing, in publick Exercifes, ^et^ fea. x«^x5^^ 
much aftraqger to that hard SwAy w\^\\^»Ni^^\fc^" 
cm acquainted with, and:that\»Va&^^^^<^^^^ 



T 6 The LIFE of Mr. Philip HenrjK 

might have been better improved. Thus he is pleafed to ad 
cuje himfelf of that which (for ought I ever heard) no one 
elfe did, or could accufe him of. But the Truth is, in all the 
fecret Accounts he kept of himfelf, he appears to have had a 
very quick and deep Senfe of his own Failings and Infirmities 
in the moft minute Inftances, the lofe of Time, Weafafcfi 
and Diftradtions in Holy Duties; not improving Opportuni- 
ties of doing Good to others, and the like; lamentably be- 
wailing thefe Imperfe&ions, and charging them upon him- 
felf, with as great Exprelfions of Shame and Sorrow, and 
Self-abhorrence ; and crying out as earneftly for Pardon and 
Forgivenefs in the Blood of Jefus, as if he had been the 
greateft of Sinners: For though he was a Man that walked 
very clofely, yet withal he walked very humbly with God, and 
liv'd a Life of Repentance and Self-denial. This minds me 
of a Sermon of his, which one might difcern came from tht 
Heart, on that Scripture, Upm. 7. 24. O wretched man tha 
I am, who jhaU deliver me from the tody of tbn death I A 
ftrange Complaint ( faith he ) to come from the Month of 
one who had learn'd in every State to be Content. Had f ■ 
been to have given my Thoughts, (faid he) conccrnidfr 
Paul, I fhould have faid, O blefled Man that thou art, -St' 
haft been in the Third Heaven, a great Apoftle, a Spiritual 
Father to Thoufands, &c. and yet a Wretched Mm all this 
while, in his own Account and Efteem. He nev£f complains 
thus of the Bonds and Afflidions that did abide him, the 
Prifons that were frequent, the Stripes above meafure; but 
the Body of Death : that is, the Body of Sin, that was it he 
groan'd under. How feelingly did he obferve from thence, 
That the remainders of indwelling Corruption are a very grievm 
Burthen to a gracious Soul. 

But to return : It may not be amifs to fet down the Caufes 
to which he afcribes his lofc of time when he came firft to 
the Univerfity. One was, that he was, Toung , too Young, 
and underftood not the Day of his Opportunities, which 
made him afterwards advife his Friends not to thruft their 
Children forth too foon from School to the Univerfity, 
though they may feem ripe, in refped of Learning, till they 
have Difcretion to manage themfelves; While they are Chil- 
dren, what can be expected but that they Ihould mind cbil- 

<&& things? Another was, that coqwh& ftom W4^*$k««\ 
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Schtol, bis Attainments in School-Learning were beyond what 
generally others had that came from other Schools; fo that 
lie was tempted to think there was no need for him to ftudy 
much, becaufe it was fo eafy to him to keep pace with o- 
thers; which, he faith, was the thing Dr. Caldecott, Chap- 
lain to the Earl of Pembroke, and his great Friend, warn id 
him of at his coming to Oxford. Another was, That there 
ifrere Two forts of Perfons his Co-temporaries; fome of the 
New Stamp, that came in by the Vifitation, and were divers 
of them (erious, pious young Men, but of fmall Ability, 
comparatively, for learning, and thofe for that reafon he dc- 
fired not to have much Feuowlhip with. Bat there were o- 
chers that were of the old Spirit and Way, Enemies to the 
Parliament, and the Reformation they made; and tbefe were 
the better Scholars, but generally not the better Men. With 
diem for a while he ftruck in becaufe of their Learning, and 
converfed moft with them ; but he foon found it a Snare to 
him, and that it took him off from the Life of Religion, and 
Communion with God, Elanguefcere mox cefit (faith he in a 

Sttin Narrative of his younger Years) priflina pietatis ardor, 
c. But " for ever praiftd be the Riches of God a Free 
" Grace (faith he, in another Account) that he was pleafed 
" (till to keep his Hold off me; and not to let me alone when 
** I was running from him, but fet his hand again the fecond 
* thnt % ( as the cxpreffion is. lfa.it. n.) to fhatch me m * 
" Brand out of the Fire. His Recovery from this Snare he 
would call a kind of Second Convsrfion ; fo much was he af- 
fe&ed with the Preventing Grace of God in it, and fenfible 
of a double Bond to be for ever thankful, as well as of an 
Engagement to be watchful and humble. 'Twas a Saying of 
his, He that ftumblctb and doth not fall, gets Ground by his 
Stumble. 

At the latter end. of the Year 1648. he had leave given 
him to make a vifit to his Father at White-baU^ with whom he 
ftayed fome time; there he was Jan. 30. when the King was 
beheaded, and with a very fad Heart faw that tragical Blow 
given. Two things he nfed to fpeak of, that he took notice 
of himfelf that day, which I know not whether any of the 
Hiftorians mention. One was, that ax. xh& V^tXv^xv*&r. 
Blow wajrgiven, there was fudi a. &\ftn& \rcv\Nfct^^™*^*r 
moogthc fhcm&nds of People Aax *««* ^vfcw* ***> * \J 
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( as ic were with one Confent) as he never heard before ; an£ 
defired he might never hear the like again, nor fee fuch * 
Caufe fork. The other was; That immediately after the 
Stroke was ftruck, there was according to order, one Troop 
marching from Cbaring-Crofi towards Kjng-fireet, and another 
from Kjng-ftrett towards Cbarir.g-Crcji, purpofely to difperfe 
and tatter the People, and to divert the difmal Thoughts 
which they could not but be fil^d with, by driving them to 
ftift every one for his own Safety. He did upon all Occasi- 
ons tcftifie his Abhorrence of this unparralkrd. Adfcion, which 
he always faid was a thing that could not bejuftify'd, and yet 
he faid he faw not how it could be calFd a National $in$ for, 
as the King urg'd upon his Trial, it was certain that not one 

. . ' ' Man of ten in the Kingdom did confent 

rM^S^ao^foL^he t0 " ; # n0r COuld il bC ' CaI1 ' d the Sil1 ° £ 

«£' jS^-w-V the L ™Z *«*«»«*f &r far the greateft 
25,29. wtoe he fcith, part of them were all that time, while 
hc Si no ,r/ ee ^ \ * he thing was in Agitation, imprifond 

could be call d a National ■ j i & j & u * K r 

^ JD# and kept under a Force , and fcarce 

Twenty feven of the Forty that wert 
left to carry the Name of a. Parliament ,. did give .their Vow 
for it ; which the Commiffioners for the trying, of the King's 
Judges, in the Year 1660. (fome of whom had been them- 
felves Members of the Long Parliament) urged again and 
again, in anfwer to that Plea which the Prifoners flood fo 
much upon, that what they did was by Authority of the Par* 
iiament : But 'tis manifeft it was done by a prevailing Party in 
the Army % who ( as he us'd to exprefs it) having beaten their 
Piowfoares into Swords, could not fo eafily beat their Swords 
into Phwfhares again, as having fought more for Victory and 
Dominion, than for Peace and "Truth ; but how far thefe Men 
were adled and influenced by another fort of People behind 
the Curtain, the World is not altogether ignorant. For fome 
Years after King Charles II. came in, he obferv'd the Yearly 
Day of Humiliation for this Sin, fJefiring that God would 
not lay the Guilt of Blood to the, Charge of the Nation: 
But afterwards finding to what purpofes it was generally ob- 
ftf.v'd, and improved even to the reproach and condemning 
nQt only of the Innocent but of Tome of the Excellent ones ot 
rhe JLand, and noting that there is no Precedent in Scripture 
of JLeeping Annual Days of HumUmion^ot ^ras^^ta** 
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especially after the immediate Judgment is at an end, %ccb. 
8. 19. Heb. ic. x, 3. he took no farther notice of it. Bur 
in his Diary, he adds this tender Remark, ( according to tbe 
Spirit lie was of) Yet good Men no doubt may objerve it to the 
Lord, Rom. 14. 6. Thus he judged not, and why then Humid 
he be judged? 

In the Year i6$f he took his Batchehr of Arts Degree, 
and he hath recorded the Goodnefs of God in railing him up 
Friends, who helpM him out in the Expenfes. Such Kind- 
Defies have a peculiar Sweetnefs in them to * good Man, who 
fees and receives them as the Kjndnefi of God, and the Tokens 
of his Love. 

He would often mention it with thankfulnefs to God, what 
great Helps and Advantages he had then in the Univerfity, 
not only for Learning, . but for Religion and Piety. Serious 
Godlinefs was in Reputation, and befides the Publick Oppor- 
tunities they had, there were many Of the Scholars that us'd 
to meet together for Prayer, and Chriftian Conference, to 
tbe great confirming of one anothers Hearts in the fear and 
Love of God, and the preparing of them for tbe Service 
of the Church in their Generation. I have heard him fpeak 
of the prudent Method they took then about the Univerfity- 
Sermons on the Lord's Day in the Afternoon; which us'd to 
be preach'd by the Fellows of Colleges in their Courfe ; bur, 
that being found not fo much for Edification, Dr. Owen and 
Dr. Goodwin performed that Service alternately, and the young 
Matters that were wont to preach it, had a Le&ure on Tuefday 
appointed them* The Sermons he heard at Oxford he com- 
monly wrote, not in the time of Hearing, but afterwards, 
when he came home, in his Refle&ion upon them, which he 
found a good help to his Memory . 

• In December 1652, he proceeded Mafier of Art s, and in 
January following preach'd his firft Sermon at South-Hinkfey in 
Qxfordjhire, on Jebn 8. 34. Whofotver commit tetb fin y is tbe 
fervant of fin. On this Occafion he writes in his Diary, what N 
was the breathing of his Heart towards God, Tbe Lord make 
ufe of me as an Injbrument of bis Glory , and hi Churches Good, 
in thfc high and holy Calling. 

His great Parts and Improvement, notwkMbrAv^Vc^ «■- 
traordinary Modefty and Humility, YraA xwaA&Xxsssx Sr> T^i 
kaownia the tfmvfrfity, that in daft fo\ta*VQ% A^ ^^, 

C x 
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16*53. he was chofen out of all the Matters of that Year, to 
be Junior of the A8 9 that is, to anfwer the Philofbphy. Qptf- 
ftions in Vejperii, which he did with very great Applaufej 
cfpecially for the very witty and ingenious Orations which he 
made to the Univerfity upon that Occafion: HisQueftione 
were, i. An licitum fit carnibus vefci ? Aff. l+ An htfiituti* 
Aeademiarum fit utili in Hepublica? Aff* 3. An Ingenium 
pendeat ab bumoribus corf or i? Aff. At the A& in 1654. he 
was chofen Mngifier B$flicans 9 and anfwer'd the Philodopby 
Queftions in Comitiis, with a like Applanfe. His Queftions 
then were, 1. An melius fit fperare qumn frui? Neg. z. An 
Maxima Animi DeleSatio fit a fenfibus? Neg. 3. An utile fit 
feregrinari? Aff. 

Dr. Owen, who was then Vice-Chancellor, hath fpoken 
with great Commendation of the fe Performances of Mr. Hem 
27s ta fome in the Univerfity afterwards, who never knew 
him otherwife than by Report ; and 1 have heard a Worthy 
Divine ( who was fomewhat his Junior in die Univerfity, * 
and there a perfe&Sttangcrto him) iay, . how much he ad* 
mired thefe Exercifes of ; bfa, and 4ovd him for them ; and . 
yet how much more he admirM* when he afterwards becamfrV! 
acquainted with him in the Countrey* that fi> curious and P* 
lite an Orator fhould become fo Profitable and Pemrfisi'% 
Preacher, and fo readily lay afide die enticing. Words of 
Man's Wifdom, which were fo eafy to him* 

There is a Copy of Latin Verfes of his in Print, among tfie 
Poems which the Univerfity of Oxford puhiifhed upon the 
Peace concluded with Hotand> in. the. Year 1654. which 
fhew him to be no left a Poet than anQntor. 

He hath noted it of fome pious young Men, that before 
they removed from the Univerfity into the Country* they 
kept a Day of Faftingand Humiliation for the Sins they Had 
been guilty of in that Place and State. And in the Vifits he 
made afterwards to the Univerfity, he infertfr into bis Book* 
as no doubt God did into Hi/,-— ~ a^Ttur draft ever my Vw- 
verfitj-Sitts. 



chap: 
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CHAP. in. 

' ffis removal to Wbrthenbuiy in Flintshire; bis OrH-, 
nation to the Mini/by, and bit Bxerdji of it there. 

r 

ll^Orthenbwy is a little Town by Dee fide in that Hundred 6t 
* r Flintshire, which is feparated fomc Miles from the reft 
of the County, and known by the Name of Engli/h Mailers^ 
becaufe though it is reputed in Wales, as pertaining to Fiint- 
/hire, yet in Language and Cuftoms it is wholly EngHJh, and 
jies moftly between Cbefbire and Sbropjhirc. fVortbeniury was 
of old it Parochial Chappel, belonging to the Rectory of Ba*- 
g&r, but was feparated from it in the Year 1658. by the 
Truftees for uniting and dividing of Pariflies, and was made 
* Pariffi of it felf. But what was then done being vacated 
fey the King's coming in, it then canoe to be in flatu juo 9 an4 
V continued an Appurtenant to Bangor 9 till in the Second Year 
£• 6f the feeign of King WiUiam aid Queen Mary, it was again 
hf Aft of Parliament feparated, and made Independ ant upon 
Amm That was the only Aft that pafled the Royal Affent 
*wtn die Aft of ^cognition, at the beginning of the Second 
Parliament of this Reign. The principal Pamil y i n Wortton- 
kury-Parifh, is that of the Pule/ions of Enteral. The Head of 
die Family was then John Pulefion, Serjeant at Law, one of 
tbejudges of the Common-Pleas. 

This was the Family to which Mr. Henry came from Cfcifl- 
Church, prefently after he had compleated his Matter's De- 
gtee, in 1 653. Ordered into that remote, and unto him un- 
known Corner of the Country, by that over-ruling Provi- 
dence wheih determined) the times before appointed, and the 
Sounds of our Habitation. 

The Judges Lady was a Perfon of more than ordinary Parts 
and Wifdom, in Piety inferior to few, but in Learning fupe- 
rior to moft of Ijer Sex, which I could give Inftanccs of 
from what I find among Mr. Henrys Papers, particularly an 
fifeg* Ihe made upon the Death of the famous Mtu 1 oVm v\ton. v 
who was her great Friend* 
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This was the Lady whofe Agency firft brought Mr. Henry 
into this Country. She wrote to a Friend of hers, Mr. Fran* 
cis Palmer % Student of Chrift-Church, to defire him to recom- 
mend to her a Young Man to Jje in her Family, and to take 
the Over-fight of her Sorts (foriieof whom were now ready 
for the UniVerfity ) and to preach at Worthenbwy on the Lord • 
Days, for which a very honourable Encouragement was pro- 
mised. Mr. Palmer propofed it to his Friend Mr. Henry, who 
was willing for one half Year to undertake it, provided ic 
might be required of him to preach but once on the Lord's- 
Day, and that fome other Supply might be got for t'other 
part of the Day, he being now but Twenty-two Years of 
Age, and newly entred upon that great Work. Provided 
alio, that he fhould be engaged but for half a Year, as little 
intending to break off fo foon from an Academical Life, which ; 
hsdejighted in fo much. But preferring Vfefulnefi before bis 
own private Satisfaction, he was willing to. make tr>klfor a< 
while in the Country, as one that fought not bis own things* j 
fcut the things of Jefua Chrift, to whofe Service in the Wor£ J 
oT the Miniftry he had intirely devoted himfelf, bending his | 
Studies wholly that way. In the latter part of his time f( 
Oxford, as one grown weary of that which he ufed to. fay fie 
found little to ha fur p of e -j he employed his time moftly ia I 
fearching the Scriptures and collecting ufeful Serif ture-Obferva- 
tions, which he made very familiar to him, and with which 
he wis throughly furnifhed for this goodtVork? He got a Bible 
inter leavd, in which he wrote (hort Notes upon Texts of Scrip- 
tures as they occur'd. He would often fey, I read other Booty 
that I may he the better able to under/land the Scripture. 

'Twas a Stock of Scripture IQumledge that he fet up witt^ 
and with that he traded to good Advantage. Tho' he was fo 
great a Mailer in the Eloquence of Cicero, yet he prefer d far. 
before it that of Apollos, who was an eloquent man and mighty 
in the Scriptures, A&. 1 8. 24. 

He bid very fair at that time for Univerfity- Preferment! 
fuch was the Reputation he had got at the late Aft, and fuck 
hislntereft in Dr. Owen: but the Salvation of Souls was that 
which his Heart was upon, to which he poft-poned all his 
ther Interefts. ■ 

In September 165 %. hecamedowntoEwicYAl^ ttom^wVLexro 
a Meflenger was fent on purpofe to Oxford to coiAuOl Vnkv 
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thither. Long after, when it had pleafed God to .fettle him 
in that Countrey, and to build bim up into a Family, he 
would often redefl-upon his coming into it firft; 1 what a ScraiV- 
ger he then was, and how far it was from hi6 Thoughts 
ever to have mad ejus heme in thofe parts, and paffing over 
the Brook that pacts between Flint/hire and Shropfhire wotfld 
fometimes very aflfeAiopately ufe. that Word ef jfacob\ With 
tny Staff I fajfed over this Jordan, and now I am become tw* 
Bands* . ' } 

At Enteral he pray'd ih the Family, was Tutor ro the Young 
Gentlemen, and preach'd once a Day at Wortbenbury 9 other 
help being procured for the other pan of . the Day, according 
to his Requeft, out of a Fear, being fo young, to take thfe 
whole Work upon him. But it foon happened, that one Lord's 
Day, the Supply that was expe&ed.fail'd; and fo he wasne- 
ceffitated, rather than there fhould be a Vacancy, to preach 
twice, in which he found the Promife fo well ful&ll'd, <Ht* 
day u, fo Jhalltbe firength be; and to bim that bath (/. e. that 
bath, and ufeth what he hath) fhaUbc given, and be {hall 
ban* abundance; that, tQ the great Satisfaction of his Friends 
there, from thenceforward he wav'd looking out for other . 
Help than what came from Above, and would fometimes fpeak 
of this as an Inftance, that we do not know what we can do 9 tit 
we have try'd, 

. tjere he apply'd himfdf to a plain and practical way of 
Preaching, as one truly concern'd for the Souls of thofe he 
fppketo. He wou\d.(ay fometimeV W* ftudy bow to Jpea^ 
that, you may ttnderfiund w 9 ^nd, I never thinly 1 can Jpeak. plain 
enough, when I am Jpeakjng about Souls .and their Salvation. I 
have heard him fay, he thought it did him good, . that for the 
firft half Year of his being zt.Wortbenbury, he had few or no 
Books with him, which engaged him (in ftudying Sermons ) 
to a clofer fearch of the Scripture, and bis own Heart. What 
Succefs his Labours had in that Parifli, which before he came 
to it, (I have been told) was accounted one of the molt 
lqofe and prophane Places in all the Country, may be gat her d 
from a Letter or* the Lady. Puleftoris to hin^ at the end of the ' 
firft half Year after his coming to Emera,l f when he was un- 
certain of his Continuance there, andincluYabU\a\^a\^xsi 
fettle at Gbrijl-Cburch. Take the Lexxtt afc Yu %>*• 
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• 

Dear lAr. Henry, 
CT*H E Indlfpifition that my Sadnefibath bred, and the Ussy of 
*- Afr/.-V. here yefierday, kindred my Anfwering your left Est* 
frejftons. As to ordering the Converfation, and perfevering to the 
JPra&tfe of tbofe good intents, taken up while one n in purfuit of 
M Mercy : Ton and I mil confer, as God gives Opportunity, who 
alfo muftgive the WiU and the Deed, by his Spirit and by the Hut* 
of hi Word. As to begging that one thing for you, God for- 
bid (as Samuel faid) that I fliould ceafc to pray, &c thi 
I am fure 9 that having wanted hitherto a good Minifter of the 
Word among us, I have oft by Prayer and fime Tears, above Five 
Tears bej ought God for fuch a one as your felfy wbj&travingob- 
tabid, I cannot yet Dejpair, feeing he hath girien us the good 
Means, but he may alfo give us the good End. And this I find, 
that your Audience n increafed three for one in the Parifh ( though 
in Winter more thorn formerly in Summer ; ) and five for one 
cut of other Places. And I have neither hear J of their being in 
the AleJooufe on our Lord's Day f nor BaB-playing that Day % 
which before you came was frequent (except that Day that young 
Ch. Preached: ) t think * cam name four or five in the Pattife^ 
that of formal Cbrifiians are becoming or become real: But you 
know ai are not wrought on at firft, Try the Word. (Some come 
in no misfortune Ufa other Men, and this is t)?c Caufe they be fi 
bolden with Pride, Sec.) Hypocrites alfo have Converted Conver- 
fion it felf: Yet God may have referved thofe that have not bow'd 
the Kjiee to Baal, &c. and may call them at the latter part of 
the Day, though not in this half Tear. It it a good fign, moft 
are loth to part with you\ and yon have 4one more good in tbi , 
half Tear, than I have difcernd tbejc Eighteen Tears : But bow* 
ever, whether they wiU bear, or whether they wit forbear, you have 
deliver d your own Soul. I have pray A, and do pray, feeing God 
hath fent you, that you may be for hn Glory % and not for our. 
Condemnation. 



It's eafy to imagine' what anEncouragement this was to 
Avis at bis firft letting oat to fee of the Travel of his Soul, 
and what an inducement it was to him not to leave thofe a- 
niong whom God had thus own d him. However that Spring 
he returned to Oxford. The Lady PuUftvnt foon after came 
to him thither, with her Five Sons> oi vrtKWfc tot \\att& ^ 
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two Eldeft under his Charge, in the Colledge. Id the fot' 
lowing Vacation he went td London to vifit his Relations 
there ; and there in Oftober he received a Letter from Judge 
Pulefton, with a very folemn and affe&ionate Requcft, fob* 
fcribed by the Parithioners of Pf'ortbenbury, earneftly defiring 
his Settlement among them, as their Minifter, which he iwaa 
perfnaded to comply with, having fix'd to himfelf that good 
Rule, In the turns of his Life, to follow Providence, and nap 
to force it : So in the Winter following became down again,' 
and fettled with them. He continued in -his Student's Hace 
in Cbrift-Cburch for twoor three Years, attending the Secies 
of it once a Year ; but difpofing of moft of the Protit oi it 
for the ufe of poor Schollars there. 

The Tithe of Worthenbwy belonged to Emeral Family, pay- 
ing fome Rent to the Redor of Bangor ; this Tithe Judge 
Puleftone was willing to give (clear of that Charge) to the 
Minifter of fVorthenbwy for ever: But fuch was the peculiar 
and extraordinary kifldnefc he had for Mr. Henry n upon the 
Experience of his Merits, that he chofe rather by Deed of 
Indenture, bearing Date OSob. 6. J655. between himfelf 
and Mr. Henry , In consideration of hi being fleas* d to undertake 
the Cure of Souls 7 and to Preach and Teach, and pet form other- 
Duties of Divine Service in the Parifh-Cburcb of Worthenbury 
(fo the Deed runs) to give •, grant, and confirm for himfelf ana 
Iris Heirs, unto the [aid Phifip Henry, the Yearly fym of One 
Hundred Pounds, charged upon all hn Mejfuages, Lands, and Te- 
nements in the fever al Counties of Flinr, Denbigh, and Che ftcr 9 
to be paid Quarterly, until fuch times as the faid Philip Henry 
/ball he promoted or preferred to fome other Spiritual or EcclefiajlU 
cal Living or Preferment, with Power of Diftrefs in Cafe of 
Non-payment. A Hundred a Year was more than XVorthen- 
bury Tithes were worth at that time j and the manner of the 
Gift freed the Maintenance from much of that Lofs and In- 
cumbrance which commonly attends the gathering of Tithe. 1 

He ftill continued for fome Years in Emeral Family, where 
he laid out himfelf very much for the Spiritual good of the 
Family, even of the meaneft of the Servants, by CatechifingL 
repeating the Sermons, and Perfonal Inftru&ion, and he had 
very much Comfort in the Countenance axi& CitN^Saakts*^ 
the Judge gad his Lady. Yet he cboro\aax& fom«Cvc»» V&>6* 
~ ot tbtSnarcs and Temptations tb«* be fami *»** ^*J* 
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j&are, 'efpecially becrfufe fome of the Branches of the Family 
who did. not Patriae f were uneafie at his being there, which 
made him willing to remove to a Houfe of his own ; which 
when. Judge Pu left one perceived, in the Year 1657. out of 
bis -.abundant and continued kindnefs to him, he did ^t hit ' 
ownrpto^er Coft and Charges build him a very handfom I 
Hoofe in Worthcnbury, and fettled it upon him by a Leafe, 
bearing Date March 6. 1657. for Threefcore Years, if be 
floduld fa long continue Minifter at Worthenbury, and not accept 
4f better Preferment. , 

He hath Noted in his Diary, that the very Day that the 
Workmen .begpn the Building of chat Houfe, Mr. Mianw*. 
ring of Malpat preached the Le&ure at Bangor, from P/i/. 
JI17« I. Uxiept the Lord build the Houfe, they Labour in vain 
that build it. " There never was Truth (faith he) more 
' TcaJbnable to any than this was to me: It was a word upon 

the Wheels, He hath Recorded it as his great Care, rfiat 
his Affe&ions might be kept loofe from it, and that it might 
not jencroach upon God's Intereft in his Heart. When it 
was.J&nifhed, he thus writes : I do from my Heart bleft,Go<L 
that no hurt or barm befel any of the iVorkpien in the BuiLfing (f 

it; • 

- -Thus was his Maintenance fettled itTVjrthenbury. Inthp 
Year 1659. he was by a Writing of Judge Pulefton's, Collar 
t$d y . Nominated, and Prefented to the Church of fVonbenbury, 
and ( the Powers that then were, having fo appointed ) he had 
an Approbation thereof from the Commiffioners for Approba- 
tion of publtck Preachers. 

. Some little Oppofition was made to his Settlement at J%r- 
tbfibwy by Mr. Fogg, then Redtor of Bangor, becaufe he con- 
ceived it an Intrencbment upon hisRighr to fVortfcnbury, and 
thougjbf .it might prejudice bis Recovering. of it by courfe of 
Law. . I only mention this for the lake of .the Note; he hath 
upon.it in his Diary, which is this; I d'o^arnefilj defire that 
the Judge may give Mr. Fogg all reafbnable Satisfaction^ that 
tberf maybe no appearance of wrong tobim, or any other in this 
thing. : And when Mr.;F*/£infifted upon ft, that he would 
Kavelijr. Henry give it under his Hand, that he defired the 
Content of the faid Mr. Fogg to be Mimftex of fVorthenbury $ 
Jbejidded to doit for Peace- fake, and trpm thenceforward 
there was an intimate and entire I? iieu4S^.\^^u\fc^o^ 
and him. " ^v&% 
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% Being thus fettled at TVorthenbury, his next care was touch- 
ing Ordination to the; Work of the Miniftry, to which he 
would fee his Call Very clear, before he Solemnly devoted 
bimfclf to it. And though afterwirds in the Refle&ioh' ( ef- 
petially when he was Silenced ) it was fome trouble to him, 
that he had fo long deferred to be Ordiuvd, ( and he would 
often, from the Confideration of that, prefs thofe who inter*- 
ded the Miniftry, not to put it off) yet 'as the Ti toes then 
were, there was fomething of a Reafon for it* 

The neareft ailing Oafs of Presbttery, r was in the Hundred 
of BradferdNorth in Sbrop/hire, wheri&i Mr. Porter of Wuit~ 
church was the leading Man, of whom Mr. Baxt ogives fo 
high a Characftex in his Life, Pari 3. page 94. and who was 
one of chofe whom he recommended to die Lord Chancellor, 
as fie ta be made a Bitoop, Part 1.- Page 283. This Ciafs was 
Gonfticuted by Ordinance of Parliament in April 1647. the 
Members of it then, were the aforefaid Mr. Porter f Mr. Boughy 
pf Hodnet, Mr. Houghton of Prce^YAt. Parfons of Wem 9 and 
Mr. John Bisby$ and afterwards Mr. Maiden of Newport f 
Mr. BinneyxA Ightfietd and Mr. Steel of Hanmer, (though in 
Flint/hire) were taken in to them, and a&ed with them. 
This Clafs in Twelve .Years time publicity Ordain&L Sixty 
three Minifters. Mr. Henry . was vety defirous to have bten 
Ordained at PVortbenbury, piebe prxfente, which he thought 
mod agreeable to the Intention, biitthe Minifters were not 
willing to fet fuch a Precedent : However, that was one thing 
-which occafioned the Delay, fo that he was not Ordained till 
Sept. 16. 1657. 

The way and manner of his Ordination was according to 
the known Directory of the; Affembly of Divines, and the 
common ufage of the Presbyterians ; and yet he having left 
among his Papers a particular Account of that Solemnity, and 
fome of the Workings of his Sonl towards God in it; I hope 
it may be of fome ufe both for Inftru&ion and Quickning to 
Minifters, and for the Information of fuch as are perhaps 
Wholly ftrangers to fuch a thing, to give fome Account of the 
jvhole Transition. 

He made Addrcffes to the Presbytery, in order to his Ordu 
nation, July 6. at Prees, when he fubftatxs&. XftTx^^ to&. 
inquiry was made in the firft place, concectivw?, VV&ksk*** 

ft** of the Work of Grace in YusYteat* v* ^ v ^Sc 
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vfaich he gave a Reafon of the Hope that was in him,' with 
Mecknefs and Fearj that die Spirit of Graoe had been deal- 
ing with him when he was young, and he hoped had ditto- 
veced to him his need of Chrift, and had bo w # d his Will in 
torn* Meagre to clofe with him upon his own Terms, fifcv 
tili$ Skill in the Original Languages of the Scripture was then 
tried; and he read and conftrued two Verfes in the Hebrew 
Bible, juid two in the Greek Teftament : He was then exanrip 
ned in Logic\ and Natural PtUofipby, next in Divinity, what 
Authors he had read, ^and what Knowledge he bad touching 
the Mediation of Chrift, Sfr. And his Skill in the Scriptui* 
was cried, by propounding to him a Difficult Text to give 
htsSenfe of; a Cafe of. Confcience was alio put to him to 
be refolrd, an Enquiry made into his Acquaintance with 
Church-Hiftory. Laftly, a Queftion was given him to pro- 
vide « Thefis upon againft next Meeting, which was thil, 
An Provident** Divina extenddt fe dd omnia ? Aff. On thil 
Qpeftion he exhibited his Thefis. Augufl 3. and defended it. 
Several of the Miniftett oppos'd, and Mr. Porter moderated. 
fie then produced two Certificates, which he left with theRe- 
gifter of the Glafs, one from Oxford, Subfcribed by Dr. rtil- 
kfnjonj Th.L*ngl*y 9 &c the other from the Neighbour Mir 
niflera, Mr. Steel, Mr. Pogg, 8c. both teftifying of bis Con? 
veriation, (3c cc The Lord forgive me (faith be in his Dia? 
4< ry upon this) that it bath not been more Exemplary as it 
* c ought for Piety and Induftry . Amen, Lord in Chrift. The 
TDay for Ordination was appointed to be Sept. 1 6. at Prees. 
of which Notice was given at Worthenhury bya Taper, read 
in the Church, and afterwards affixed to the Church door the J 
Lord's Day before, fignifying alfo, " That if any one Could 
f c produce any juft Exceptions againft the Do&xine or Life of 
* the faid Mr. Henry, or any fufficient Reafon why he might 
" not be Ordained, they fhould certifie the lame to theCiaf* 
" fis, or the Scribe, and it fhould be beard and conGdered. 

On the Day of Ordination there was a very great Aflenj- 
Uy gathered together; Mr. Porter began thePublick work of 
the Day with Prayer, then Mr. Parfons Preached on 1 Tim* 
I. ix. I thanks Chrift Jefut, who hath enabled me, for that hi 
counted Pie Faithful, putting me into the Miniftry. Potting; 
Men into the Miniftry is the Wotk c£ \Sssk Ctocvflt. ACtet 
Sermon, Mr. Parfons, according to ifet tibuX lAsOw^, t*- 



Sir'd of him a Confeflion of his Faith, which he made a* 
lows. 

The Gioand and Rule of my Faith towards 
God, k the Scriptures of the Old and New Tefta- t ?#. x< sij 
mem; I believe they were written by Holy Men, 
immediately infpir'd by the Holy Gnoft ; having '_"" 1 
found the Efficacy of them in fotne meafure upon * "*• ,# ,,# 
my own Heart; I believe they are further able to 
make me wife to Salvation. 

Concerning God y I believe that he is, and that ***• «• «{ - 
he is the Rewarder of thofe that diligently feek 
him. 

The Trinity of Perfons in the Uniry of the * J+***li 
Godhead, I receive and own as a Truth, I admire 
and adore as a Myfiery ; though no Man. hath feen 
God at any time, yet the only begotten Son, 7«fe» u itf 
which is in the Bofom of the Father, he hath de- 
clared him, and what he hath declared concern- 
ing him, that I believe. I believe that God is a 
Spirit, for the Son hath faid, God n a Spirit. 1 7»W4. r 
believe that he hath Life in himfeif, and that he 
hath given to the Son to have Life in himfelf. I 
believe all things were made by him, and with- J 9hn *• *'-, 
out him was not any thing made that was made. Iv 9 ' 

I believe by his Providence he preferves, guides, 
and governs all the Creatures, according to the 
purpofe of his own Will to his own Glory; foe 
the Father workech hitherto, and the Son alfo ?'** 5 ' t7 * 
worketb. 

I believe he made Man upright after bis. own %£^J£ 9} 
Image and' Likenefi, which Image confifted in ouf. 1 ■«. 
Knowledge, Rigbteoufhefs, and true Holinefs, Effc/.4*Hl 
but Man by Sin loft it. 

I believe we were all in the Loins of our firft 
Parents, and that they flood and fell asPublick 
Perfons, and upon that Account juftly, without 
any colour of wrong, we bear our fhare, both in 
the Guilt of their Difobedience, and alfo the W-? 1 -'- 
Corruption of Nature following theteu^tw\ 
lb that we came into the Wotld Cte^twi *\ *g* \^ 



r 3 o The LIFE of Mr. Phihp «enfjr. 

another; Enemies to God, hating him, and hated 
ftm, 7- **• of him : Averfe to what is Good, and prone to 

all manner of Evil. Though all ire born in tins 
6m. <• $: Condition, yet there are fome dug do no not dto 

in it. 
£1***$} I believe there is a Mediator, and there is hoc 

one Mediator between God and Men, the Man 
tykef. i. 4; *: Chrift Jefus. Thofe whom the Father hath from 

Everlafting pitched his Love upon, and given to 

Chrift, notbecauie of "Works or Faith forefeen, 
Kim. 5. xi; k ut meerly of his Free Grace ; for thofe I believe 

Chrift was fent forth into the World made of * 
Gd.£*: Woman, made under the Law; for their fakes 
John 17. 192 he fan&ified himfelf, and became obedient td 
Pint, a. s, 9. j)^^ C ven t k e Death of the Crofs 5 wherefore 

God aifo highly exalted him ; and having railed 
Epb.i. 2o,i 1: him from the Dead on the third Day, fet him at 1 

his own Right Hand, where he ever lives, to 
0*6.7* 25. make Interceflion for thofe for whom he fhed his 
j,kn 17. 9: g lood# AU thefe Elc(9: rc d ecme d ones I believe 

arc in due time, fooner or later, in their Lives, 
fewfi? °iil effe(aalJ y <?alled, walhed, fandified, juftifted in 
V ' ' the Name* of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of 
our God. 
R«w. 5. r: I believe the Righteoufnefs of Chrift alone ap- 

prehended by Faith, is the matter of our Juftifi- 
Tjai. i\\ 2: cation before God ; and that no Fiefli can ftand in 
5^-23. 6. hi 8 Sight upon any other terms, for he is the Lord 
****• 3 - J 7- our Righteoufnefs, and in him only the Father is 

wellpleas'd. * 
**m* i$; is. I believe the Work of San8ification 9 managed 
by the Spirit, who dwelleth in us, though in ref- 
ofo/ s; uj pe<ft of Parts it be compleat, for the whole Man 
is renewed; yet in refpedk of Degrees it is. not 
1 Cor. 13. 9, fully perfected till we come to Glory ; and I be- 
10 * believe all that are Juftifted (hall be Glorified, 

1 Ptf. 1. j. for we are kept by the Power of God, through 

Faith unto Salvation. 
*%W-4«ii. I believe the gathering in and Building up of 
Saints, is the fpecial end why Paftors and Teach* 
eis sue appointed in &t 0&wAi\ wAfcaxy&a 
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Ghrift, according to hisPromife, will be with ■* I *-A*£ 
them, in that Work, to the end of the World* 

The Two Sacraments of the New Teftament, 
Baptifm and the Lord's Sapper, I receive and W^it; 
own as Signs and Seals of the Covenant of Grace ; • 
che former Inftituted by our Lord Jefus, as a Sign jjjjj: *•; t9 * 
and Seal of our engraffing into him, due of right ^a) ,. ,£ 
to all the Infants of Believing Parents, and but AUr.at.ai; 
once to be Adrainiftred; the other Inftituted by r 
our Lord Jefus in the Night wherein he was Be- JCy.n.a*. 
trayed, to ihew forth his Death, and to Seal the 
Benefits purchafed thereby to his Church and Peo- . 
pie, and to be often repeated. 

When the Body returns to the Duft, I believe **6£ *** 7 " 
the Soul returns to God that gave it; and that 
immediately it receives from him the Sentence, 2d ^ tm * 5, 3 *» 
according to what hath been done in the Flefh, 4 " 
either Come, Inherit the Kjngdem, or Depart ac- 
curfed into Ever lofting Fire. 

1 believe befides this, a Day of general Judg- Uffs 17. %ii 
ment in the end of the World, wherein we mud 
all appear before the Tribunal of Jefus Chrift; 
and that our Bodies being raifed by an Almighty » 2Ctr > *• lQ - 
Power from the Duft, (hall be united to the Same 
Souls again, and fhall partake with them in the 
fame Condition, either of Happinefs or Mifery, ic#r:is*4 3 s 
to all Eternity. Thofe that have done good, 
(hall come forth unto the Refurrediion of Life, 3»*"»J-a°«". 
and thofe that have done evil, to the Refurre&ion 
of Damnation* 

This i the Sum and Subftanee of my Faith, into 
which I wot Baptised, and in which, by the 
Grace of God, I mil live and die. 

Mr. Far font then proposed certain Qpeftions to htm^ ,ac^ 
cording to the Inftru&ions in the DireSory, to which he re- 
turned Anfwer as folio weth: 

Queftion I. What are your Ends in undertaking thelVork* 
and Calling of a Mini ft er ? 

Anfwer. As far as upon fearch and enqvarj \ cast \&fiwsto 
ta&, though f^teib&t wittianAc ^^^5^*^55 
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tilings for my felf (if indeed they were to be found in thit 
Calling ) yet with my Mind I feek ttam not But the Im- 
provement of the Talent which I have received in die Ser- 
vice 6f the Gofpel, for the Glory of God. and the Salvation 
of Soak, I hope is m my Eye; if there be any thing elfe, I 
own it not, I allow it not ; while fo many feek their own, it 
it my defire, and fhtll be my endeavour, to feek the things 
Of Jefia Chrift. 

fc.-Qp. »• Wh*t are your Purfofes, as to Diligence and Indufirf 
in this Catling? 

Anf. I do pmpofe and refolve, by the help of God, to give 
my felf wholly to thefe things; to Prayer, Reading, Medi- 
tation, inflant Preaching in Seafon and oat of Sea Ion, where- 
in I (hall very gladly foend and be fpent, if by any means I 
may both fave my felf and them that bear me. And when at { 
any time I fail herein, I defire God by his Spirit, and my 
Chriftian Friends, Neighbours, and Brethren, by feafonable 
Reproof and Admonition, to put me in mind of this Engage-* 
ment now made, in the prefence of this great Congregation* 

Qu. 3: Do you mean to be Zealous and Faithful in the De* 
fence of Truth and Vnity, againfi Erf or and Schifm? 

Anfa. I believe what the Spirit bath foretold, that in the 
Iaft days, perillou* Times (hall come, wherein Men will not 
endure found DoArine, but after their own Lufls (halt heap 
unto themfelves Teachers. 'Tis my Refolution by the Grace 
of Chrift to watch in all things; to contend earneftly for the 
Faitb, to hold fail the form of found and wholfom Words, 
even the Words of our Lord Jefus, and the DoArine which 
is according to-Godlinefs, in Meckneft, as I am able, infirm 
Sing thofe that oppofe themfelves.- And for Peace and Unity, 
if my heart deceive me not, I (hall rather chufe to hazard the 
lofs of any thing that is moft dear to me, than be any way . 
^ knowingly acceflary to thedifturbar.ee of thefe in the Church- . 
es of Chrift. 

Qir. 4. fPbat is your terfaafion of the Truth of the Informed 
Religion? 

Anfw. My Perfwafion is, that the Bifliop of Home is that 

Mian of Sin, and Son of Perdition, whom the Lord Jefus 

will confume with the Spirit of his Mouth, and whom he 

wQldeRroy by the Brightnefs of hSs coming. And the Sepa- 

JZtion which out firft ]$eforam ma&t, 1 & Y&h&i wp^<a* 
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irt ; And blefi God for, for had we ftill continued to partake 
with bid! in his Sins, we ihould in the end have partaked with 
him alfo in his Plagues. 

Qu. 5. What do you intend to do when the Lord (kail alter 
your Condition, and bring a Family under your Charge ? 

Anf. When the Lord (hall pleafe in his Providence to bring 
tnt into new Relations, I hope he will give me Grace to fill 
them up with Duty, it is my purpofe to wait upon him, and 
to keep his way, to endeavour in the ufe of means, that all v 
that are mine, may be the Lord's. 

Q51. 6. Will you in Humility aridMeekfleJ! fubmit to Admc-* 
nition and Difcifline ? 

Anf. I believe it to be a Duty incumbent upon all that pro* 
fefs the Name of Chrift, to watch over one another, and that 
tvhCn any is overtaken in a fault, thofe that are Spiritual are 
to fit him in jcynt again with the Spirit of Meeknefs. In 
lhall be my endeavour in the ftfength of Jefus Chrift to walk 
without rebuke, and when at any time I ftep afide (for who 
is there that lives and fins not) I lhall account the fmitings of 
fny Brethren kindnefs, and their wounds faithful. 

Qp. ?. What if Troubles, Perfections, and Difcouragementt 
arife^ will you hold out to the end notmthftanding ? 

Anf Concerning this I am very jealous over mf own heart,' 
*nd there is caufe, I find a great want of that Zeal and Cou- 
rage for God, which 1 know is required in a Minifter of thtf 
Gofpcl, ncverthelefs I perfwade my felf that no Temptation 
lhall befal me but fuch as is common to Man, and that God 
who is faithful, will not fuffer me to be tempted above that 
which I am able, but that with the Temptation he will alfo 
make a way to efcape, that I may be able to bear it, I pro- 
mife faithfulnefs to the Death, but I reft not at all in my pro- 
mife to God, but in his to me ; When thou goeft through 
the Fire, and through the Water, I will be with thee. 

When this was done, Mr. Parfons pray'd ; and in Prayer 
he and the reft of the Presbyters (Mr. Porter, Mt. Houghton, 
Mr. Maiden* and Mr. Steel) laid their hands upon him, with 
Words to this purpofe, Whom we do thus in thy Name fee apart 
to the Wor\{ and Office of the Miniftry, After him, there Were 

five more, after the lik* previous Etlmitvatiax^ •wA'Vev^ 
Profeffions and Promifes, at the fount tfoafc Va^&fc \sttxce*st^sx 
*pvttqihcMiMtY< ^^ 
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Then Mr. Maiden of Newport closM with an Exhortation, 
directed to the newly Ordained Minifters, in which (faith 
Mr. Henry in his Diary) this word went near my heart. As. 
the Nu'tfe -puts the Meat firft into her own mouth, and chews it, 
and then feeds the Child with it, fo (hould Minifters do by the 
Word, Preach it over beforehand to their own hearts, it lofts none 
of theVertuc hereby, but rather probably gains. As that Milk, now 
rifheth moft which comes warm, jrom the warm Breaft, fo that 
Sermon which comes warm from a warm Heart* Lord quiikpn me 
to dc> thy Will in this thing. 

The Chilis gave him, and the reft, Inftrnments in Parch- 
ment, certifying this, which it may fjitisfiethe curiofity of 
fome to read the Form of. ■ . . ' • 

Whereas Mr. Philip Henry of Worthenbury, in the County 
of Flint, Maft.er of Arts, hath addrejfed himfelf unto us, Alt* 
thori^cd by an Ordinance of both Houfes of Parliament, of the 
Zpthcf Auguft, 1648. for the Ordination of Minifters, defiring 
to be Ordain d a Presbyter, for that he is chofen and appointed far 
the Worl^ of the Miniftry at Worthenbury in the County of 'Flint, 
as by a Certificate now remaining with us, touching that hi Elc&i- 
en and appointment appeareth. And he having lt\ewije exhibited 
a fufficient Teftimonial of his diligence and proficiency in hi Stu- 
dies And unblamablcneft of his Life and Converfation, he hath 
been examind according to the fyiles for Examination in the faid 
Ordinance exprejjcdf and thereupon approved, there being no iuft 
Excqption made, nor put in againfi his Ordination and Admijjion. 
Theft may therefore teflifie to all. whom it may concern, that upon 
the Sixteenth day of September, 1 65 7. We have proceeded fo* 
iemttly to fet him apart for the Office of a Presbyter, and JVorl^ 
cf -the Minifty of the Go/pel, by laying on of our Hands with 
Yiftingjind Pr.tyer. By virtue wberof we do declare him to be a 
lawful and fufficiently authored Mini ft tr of Jefus Chrift: And 
having good Evidence of his lawful and fair Calling, not only to 
the Wor\ of the Miniftry , but to the Exercife thereof at the Chap- 
pel of Worthenbury in the County of Flint : We do hereby fend 
fcjm thither, and actually admit him to the /aid Charge, to per- 




andsnecurage him. in the. Execution cf hi Office , that he may be 
JJ/e sogfve up fuch an' Account to Cbrijl of tbeir 0\>$&encett> fo* 
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lliinijby] as may bt to his joy, and their everlaftin? comfort. In 
Witneft whereof, we the Presbyters of the Fourth Clafi, in the" 
Count) of Salop, commonly called Bradford-North Clafi, have 
hereunto fet our Hands , this 1 6th day of September, in the Tear 
of out Lor d God, 1657. 

Tho. Porter, Moderator for the time. * 

Andrew Parfons, Minifter of Wcm. 
Aylmar Haughton, Minifter of Prees.' 
John Maiden, Minifter of Newport. 
Richard Steel, Minijler of Hanmer. 

I have heard it faid by thofe who were prefent at this So^ 
lemnity, that Mr. Henry did in his Countenance, Carriage, 
and Expreflion, difcover fuch an extraordinary Serioufnefs 
and Gravity, and fuch deep Impreflions made upon his Spi- 
rit, as greatly affe&ed the Auditory, and even ftruck an Aw 
upon them. 

Read his Reflection upon it in his Diary. Methoughts t 
/aw much of God in the carrying en of the worl^of this day. O, how 
good is the Lord j he is good, and doth goody the Remembrance of 
it I /hall never lqfe 9 to him be Glory* I made many promifes of 
Diligence, FaithfulnejJ, &c. but I lay no ftrefi at all on them 9 
tut on God's Promife to. me, that he will be with his Minifter s al- 
ways to the end of the World. Amen, Lord> fo be it. Make 
good thy Word unto- thy Servant s wherein thou haft can fed me to 
fur my Truft. And in another place* I did this day receive at 
much Honour and Work^ as ever 'I /hall be able to know what tor 
do with ; Lord Jefus proportion fupplies accordingly. Two Scrip- 
tures he defir'd might be written in his Heart, 2 Cor* 6. 4, 5, 
&c. and zCbron. 19. i*. * 

Two Years after, upon occafion of his being prefent at an 
Ordination at Whitchurch, he thus writes; " This Day my 
<c Ordination-Covenants were in a fpecial manner renew'd, 
ic as to diligence in Reading, Prayer, Meditation, Faithful- 
" nefs in Preaching, Admonition, Catechifing, Sacraments, 
cc Z,ealagainft Error and Profanenefs, Care to preferve and 
" promote the Unity and Purity of the Church, notwith- 
" ftanding Oppofition and Perfecution, tho* to Death. Ls^A, 
« thou haft filled my Hands withWotV., tik^ V^wx.^\^sv 
J* Wifdom and Grace, that I ma^ &£&k v> ta* Wasg ^^ 
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" Glory, and my own Salvation and the Salvation of tbcift 
M that hear me. Amen. 

Let us now fee how he applied himfelf to his Work at 
fVorthcnbury. The Sphere was narrow, too narrow for fuch 
a burning and fhining Light: There were but Forty one Corrv 
municants in that Parifli, when he firft fet up the Ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper; and they were never doubled: Yet he 
had fuch low Thoughts of himfelf, that he not only never 
fought for a larger Sphere, but would never hearken to any 
Overtures of that kind made to him : And withal, he had 
fuch high thoughts of his Work, and the worth of Souls, that 
he laid out himfelf with as much diligence and vigour here, 
as if he bad the over-fight of the greateft and moft confide- 
rable Parifh in the Country. 

The greateft part of the Parifh were poor Tenants, and 
labouring Husbandmen; /but the Souls of fuch (he Usd to 
fay ) are as precious as the Souls of the Rich, and to be look'd 
after accordingly. His Prayer for them was, Lord, dejpife 
not the day of Jnuill things in this flace, where there is font* ml- 
linpnefl, but much we*l{nej?. And thus he writes upon the 
Judgs fettling a handfome Maintenance upon him: Lord, tb# 
thou kpowrft, I feek^ not theirs but them : Give me the 5o«/i.— *. 

He was in Labours more abundant to win Sottl$$ befidei 
Preachings he Expounded the Scriptures ifi order, Catechi- 
zed and Explain'd the Catechifm. At firft he took into the 
Number of his Catechumens fome that were adult, who (be 
found) wanted Inftru&ion ; and when he had taken what 
. jains he thought needful with them, he difmifs'd them from 
further Attendance, with Commendation of their Proficien- 
cy, and Counfel to hold faft the form of found Words; to 
bo watchful againft the Sins of their Age* and to apply them- 
feives to the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and make rea- 
dy for it ; afterwards he Catecbifed none above Seventeen or 
Eighteen Years of Age. 

He fet up a Monthly Le&ure there of two Sermons, one 
he himfelf Preached, and the other his Friend Mr. Ambrofc 
Levis of Wrexham, for fome Years. He alfo kept up a 
Monthly Conference in private from Houfe to Houfe, in which 
he met with the more knowing and judicious of the Parifli j 
and they difcourfed Familiarly together of the things of God, 
to their niucuil Edification, according \o ttalsii»tftVt <& ^ 
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Apoftles, who, tho v they had the liberty of Publick Places, 
yet taught alfo front Houfe to Houfe, A8s$.qi. to. 20. 
That which induced him to fet and keep up this Exercife as 
long as he durft ( which was till Auguft 1 660.) was, that by 
this means he came better to underfland the Aate of his 
Flock, and fo knew the better how to Preach to them, and 
Pray for them, and they to pray one for another. If they 
were in doubt about any thing relating to their Souls, that 
was an Opportunity of getting Satisfaction. It was likewife 
a means of encreafing Knowledge, and Love, and other 
Graces; and thus it abounded to a good Account. 

He was very induftrious in vificing the Sick, inftrudHng 
them, and praying with them; and in this he would fay, he 
aimed at the good, not only of thofe that were Sick^ but alfo 
of their Friends and Relations that were about them.- 

He Preach'd Funeral Sermons for all that were Buryed there, 
Rich and Poor, Old or Young, or little Children ; for he 
looked upon it as an Opportunity of doing good: He called 

it, fining in the Plow of the Word, when the Providence had 
foftned and prepared the Ground. He never took any Money 
for that or any other Minifterial Performance', befides his 
ftatcd Salary, for which he thought himfejf obliged to do his 
whole Duty to them as a Minifter. 

When he firft fet up the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
there, he did it with very great Solemnity. After he had en* 
deavoured to inftrudfc chem in his Publick Preaching, touch** 
ing the Nature of that Ordinance, he difcourfed Perfonally 
with all that gave up their Names to the Lord in it, touching 
thqir Knowledge, Experience, and Conversion, obliged 
them to obferve the Law of Chrift, touching Brotherly Ad- 
monition in cafe of Scandal; and gave notice to the Congre- 
gation who they were that were admitted; adding this : 
* c Concerning thefe, and my felf, 1 have two things to fay 9 
" 1'. As to what is part, we have finned: If we (hould fay, 
" we have not, we ihould deceive our felves, and the Truth 
" were not in us; and yet this withal we can fay, and have 
" faid it, fome of us with Tears, We are grieved that we / 
" have finned, i. For time to come we are refolvcd b\ God** 
M Grace to walk in new Obedience \ txA ^tfetn«t^ 
f c nor Angels, but Meji and W^raen, cotcv^Ss^ ^*^^ \^ 
£ In&rmitics and Temptations, \t\a ^ASfote ^t^i^ ^ 

D * 
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'if we do, it is our declared Refolntion to fubmit t& 

c Admonition and Cenfure, according to the Rule of the 

.? Gofpel. And alt along he took care fo to manage his Ad- 

Stifiions to that Ordinance, as that the -weak might not be 
ifcouraged, and yet the Ordinance might not be profaned. 
He would tell thofewhom he was neceflitated to debar from 
the Ordinance for Ignorance, that he would undertake, if 
th$y were but truly willing, they might in a Weeks time by 
the Blefling of God upon their diligent ufe of Means, Read- 
ing, Prayer, and Conference, get fuch a competent Meafurc 
of Knowledge, as to be able to difcern the Lord's Body. And 
thofe that had beenicandalous, if they would but come in 
and declare their Repentance, and Refolutions of new Obe- 
dience, they fliould no longer be excluded. 

To give a Specimen of his lively Adminiftrations of that 
Oc nance, let me tranferibe the Notes of his Exhortation 
a«: the firft Sacrament that, ever he adminiftred, Nov.ij. 
io ■ c-. i nipp f e they are but the Hints of what he enlarged 
mi-:--.- ipjii, for he had always a great fluency upon fuch oc- 
casions. 

" Dearly beloved in our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
li We are met together this day about the moft folema 

weighty Service under Heaven • we are come to a Feaft, 
"where the Feaft-maker is God the Father, the Provision 

God the Son, whofe Flefh is Meat indeed, and whofe 
? Blood is Drink indeed ; the Guefts a company of poor Sin- 
. ners, unworthy fuch an Honour; the Crumbs under the 
" Table were too .good for us, and yet we are admitted to 
" taft of the Provifion upon the Table ; . and that which 
<c makes the Feaft is hearty welcome : God the Father bids 
ic you welcome; and. Ten thoufand Welcomes this Day, to 
<c the Flefh and Blood of his Son; think you hear him fay-* 
<c ingittoyou, O believing Souls, Cant. 5.1. Eat i O Friends, 
<c drink^ yea, drinl^ abundantly y O Beloved. The end of this 
4C Feaft is to keep in remembrance the Death of Chrift, and 

our deliverance by it, and thereby to convey fpiritual Notf- 
" rifiiment and Refrefliment to our Souls. But withal, give 
" me leave to ask you one Queftion, What Appetite have 
fC you to this Feaft? Are you come hungring and thirfting? 
" fuch as have the Promife, they jlonll be filled. VkfclAwh the 
/J Hungry with good things, but xY» TfciOfc «* tew. tro^i 
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" away; a Honey-Comb to a full Soul is no Honey-Comb—. 
" Canft thou fay as Chrift faid ? With defire I have defied 
" to eat this. In this Ordinance here's Chrift and all his 
" Benefits exhibited to thee. Art thou weak? Here's Bread 
" to ftrengthen thee. Art thou fad? Here's Wine to com- 
V fort thee. What is it thou ftandeft in need of ? a Pardon? 
" Here it is fealed in Blood, take it by Faith, as 1 offer it to 
€ * you in the Name of the Lord Jefus, though thy Sins have 
41 been & Scarlet, they fljall be as Wool, if thou be willing and 
c * obedient. It may be, here are fome that have been Drun* 
" kards, Swearers, Scoffers at Godlinefs, Sabbath-breakers, 
cc and what not? and God hath put it into your Hearts to 
" humble your felves, to mourn for and turn from all your 
Ci Abominations; O come hither, here's Forgivenefs for thee.. 
What elfe is it thou wantcft ? O ( faith the poor Soul ) I 
would havemore of the Spirit of Grace, more Power a- 
gainft Sin, efpecially my own Iniquity; why, here it is 
lor thee, from the FulneJJ, that is in Jefus Chrift, we receive, 
and Grace for Grace. John 1. 16. We may fay as David 
did, Pfal. 108. j, 8. God hath Jpofyn inhu Holinefl, and 
then Gilead k mine, And Manajfeh mine: So God hath fpo- 
kenjin his Word fealed in his Sacrament, and then Chrift 
is mine^ Pardon is mine, Grace is mine, Comfort mine, 
Glory mine; here I have his Bond to (hew for it. This 
is to thofe among you, that have engaged their Hearts to 
approach unto God this Day. 

* But if there be any come hither with a falfc, unbeliev- 
ing, filthy, hard Heart, I do warn you ferioufly, and with 
Authority, in the Name of Jefus Chrift, prefuine not to 
come any nearer to this facred Ordinance : You that live- 
in the Pra&ice of any Sin, or the Omiffion of any Duty 
againft your Knowledge and Confcience; you that have 
any Malice or Grudge to any of your Neighbours, leave 
your Gift and go your ways ; be reconciled to God, be re- 

* c conciled to your Brother, and then come. ! Better 

fhame thy felf for coming fo near, than damn thy felf by- 
coifiing nearer: I teftifie to thofe, who fay they fhall have 
■Peace, though they go on ftill in their Trefpaffes, that 
there's Poyfon in the Bread; take it and eat it at your own 
Peril; there's Poyfon in the Cup too, ^ovsA*\\^ , y*» wvsv 
Damnation: I wafh my Handafcorci ^Cri&*- jf J^\ 

U 4. 



« 
4t 
tt 

fC 

« 

€C 
CC 
CC 

c« 
it 

44 

«c 

4t 
CC 
44 
•C 
4t 
CY 



44 
*t 
€t 

C. 

<c 
ti 



4 o . • The L IF E of Mr. Philip Henry. 

" Blood, look you to it, on the other hand, you porr pr 
** nitent Souls that aye loft in your felves, here's a Chrift to 
•' fave you, Come, O come ye that are weary and heavy laden. &Cj 
It may not be amifs to tranfcribe alfo fpme Hints of Pre- 
paration foe the adminiftripg of the Ordinance of Baprifm, 
which I find under his Hand at his firft fetting out in the Mir 
niflry, as follows: 

" It is a real Manifestation of the Goodnefs and Love of 
cc God to believers, that he hath not only taken them into 
u Covenant with himfelf, but their Seed alfo; faying, I wit 
€t be thy God, and the God of thy Seed. Tho* to be born of 
" fuch, doth not necefTarily entitle Infants to the fpiritual 
<c Mercies of the Covenant, for Grace doth not run ip a, 
" Blood ; we fee the contrary many times, even godly Pa- 
" rents have wicked Children; Abraham haa his Ifhmael, and 
4c Ifaac his Efau, yet queftionlefs it doth entitle them to the 
u external Priviledges of the Covenant. The like Figure ttnto 
u Noah* s At k y even&aftifm doth alfo now fave m : Noat) and al| 
€< that were his, entred into the Ark, though we have caufe 
* c to doubt whether they all entred into Heaven. While our 
*' Lord Jefus was here upon the Earth, they brought littk 
u Children to him, and he laid his Hands on them y andblejfei 
4i them ; and faid moreover, Suffer little Children to come^jtnto 
u me, and forbid them not, (there are many at this Day tftafc 
" forbid little Children to come to Chrift; ) he adds theRea- 
" fon, for cf fuch is ths Kjngdm of Heaven. Whether it be 
<c meant of the vifible Church, often fo called in the Go*? 
*' fpel, or of the ftate of Glory in another World; either 
" way it affords an Argument for Proof of Infant Baptiftiu 
" When either Parent is in Covenant with God, their Chil- 
dren alfo are in Covenant with him; and being in Cove* 
nant, they-have an undoubted Right and Title to this Or r 
dinance of Baptifm, which is the Seal of the Covenant. 
" So that in the Adminiftration of this Ordinance, this Day, 
" according to the Inftirution of Jefus Chrift, we look upon 
" you who are the Father of this Child, as a Perfon in Co- 
venant with God : How far you have dealt unfaithfully iq 
" the Covenant, is known to God and your own Consci- 
ence ; but this we know, the Vows of God are upon 
you; and let every one that Nameth the Name of Chrift 
depdtf from Iniquity. But befoxt mu£ tagore i wt CV\\& 
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* I am to acquaint you in a few Words what we exptdk 
H from you. % 

♦' ft. ( 1 . ) Do you avouch God in Jefui Chrift this Day to 
* l be your God? ■ See to it that this be done in Truth 
" and with a perfeft Heart : You may cell us you do (o> 
and you may deceive us, but God is not mocked, ft. ( 1.) 
And is it your Defire, that your Children alio may be re- 
" ceived into Covenant with the Lord, and that the Lord • 
" BroaiUfeal of Baptifm may be fct to it. ft. (3.) And do 
« you promife in the Prefenee of God and of this Congrc* 
' c gttion, that you will do your Endeavour towards the train- 
* c ing pf it up in the way of Godltnefs, that as it is by yoa 
" through Mercy that it lives the Life of Nature, fo it may 

* by you alfo, through the fame Mercy, live the Life of 
*' Grace; elfe I muft tell you, if you be wanting herein; 

there will be a fad Appearance one Day, when you (hall 
meet together befofethe Judgment-feat of Chrift, and this 
folemn Engagement of yours will be brought in to witnefo 
~ againftyou. 

Thefe were butthefirft Inftances of his Skilfulnefc, in dif- 
penfing the Myftertes of the Kingdom of God. He declin d 
the private Adminiftration of the Lord's Supper to fick Per* 
forts, as judging it not confonant to the Rule and Intenti- 
on of the Ordinance. He very rarely, if ever, Baptised in 
private ; but would have Children brought to the folemn 
AfTemblyupon the Lord's Day, that the Parents Engagement 
might have the more Witneffes to it, and the Child the 
more Prayers put up for it, and that the Congregation might 
be edified. And yet he would fay, there was fome Incon- 
venience in it too, unlefs People would agree to pat off the 
Feafting part »of the Solemnity to fome other time, which 
he very much perfwaded his Friends to; and obferved, that 
Abraham made a great Feaft the fame Day that Ifaac wo* 
tpeaned, (Gea 21. 8.) not the fame Day that he was Cir- 
cumcifed. 

His Carriage towards the People of his Parilh was very 
exemplary, condefcending to the meaneft, and converfing fa- 
miliarly with them 5 bearing with the Infirmities of the weak, 
and becoming all things to all Men. H& n3*& «&as&x*£» 
tender of giving Offence, 01 Occafiou cA QmsS. x& w^J***** 

minding himfslf in hia Diary xqpon i^^^bs^i^^^ 
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rWifdom that is from above, is pure, and peaceable, and ge+ 
tie, Sec. Yec he plainly and faithfully reproved what he faw 
amifs in any, and would noc fuffer Sin upon them ; mourning 
alfo for that which he could not mend* There were fome 
iintra&able People in the Pariffi, who fometimes caufed Grief 
to him v and exercifed his Boldnefs and Zeal in reproving* 
Once hearing of a merry Meeting at an Ale-houfe on a Satin* 
day Night, he went himfelf and broke it up, and fcattercd 
them. Ac another time, he publickly witnefled againft i 
Frolick of fome vain People, that on a Saturday Night came 
to the Church with a Fidler before then}, and drefs d it up 
with Flowers and Garlands, making it (as he told. them) 
more like a PJay-houfe; and was this their Preparation for 
the Lord's Day, and tha Duties of it, &c. He minded then 
pf EccL 11.9. Rfjoyft) O young Man, in thy Touth t but kjum 
thou— 

. Many out of the neighbouring Pariihes attended upon his 
Miniftry, and fome came from far, though fometimes he nu- 
llified his diflike of their fo doing, fo far was he from glory- 
ing in jr. But they who had fpiritual Senfes exercifed to dif- 
cern things that differ, would attend upon that Miniftrjr 
;which they found to be mod edifying. 

He was about eight Years from firft to laft, labouring in 
the Word and Do&rine at PVbrtbenbury, and his Labour was 
not altogether in vain: He faw in many of the travel of his 
Soul to die rejoycing of his Heart, but with this particular 
Difpenfation (which I have heard him fometimes fpeak of) 
that moil or all of thofe in that Parifh whom he was (through 
Grace) instrumental of Good to, died before he left the Pa- 
rifh, or quickly after; fo that within a few Years after his 
removal thence, h there were very few of the viGble Fruits of 
his Minifiry there; and a new Generation fprung up there, 
who knew not Jofcpb. Yet the Opportunity he round there 
was of doing the more good, by having thofe that were 
his Gharge near about him, made him all his Days bear his 
Teftimony to Parifh : Order, where it may be had upon good 
Terms, as much more eligible, and more likely to anfwer the 
end, than the Congregational way of gathering Cburche? 
from places far diftant, which could not ordinarily meet to 
worfbip God together. From this Experience here ( though 
hewonld fay we muft do what vjs cwv, viYkxy v*s, cram*. 4^ 
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What we would ) hcoffcrr wiflied and prayed for the opening 
of a Door, by which to return to chat Order again. 

He had not been long at TVorthenbury y but he began to he 
taken notice of by the neighbouring Minifters, as likely to be 
a confiderable Man. Though his extraordinary Modefty and 
Humility, ( which even in his Youth he* was remarkable for) 
made him to fit down with filence in the lorpeft room, and to 
fay as Elihu^ Days /haU Jpeak; yet his eminent Gifts aad Gra- 
ces could not long be hid, the Ointment of the Right Hand 
will betray it felf ; arid a Perfon of his Merits could not but 
meet with thofe quickly, who faid,' Friend, go up higher'^ 
and fo that Scripture was fulfilled, Lukf 14. 10. He was 
often called upon to preach the Week-day Le&ures, which 
were fet up plentifully,' suid diligently attended upon in thofe 
parts, and his Labours Were generally very acceptable and 
luccefsful. The Vox Ptpuli faften'd upon him the Epithet of 
Heavenly Henry, by which Title he was commonly known all 
the Gountrey over; And his Advice was fought for by many 
neighbouring Minifters and Chriftians, for he was one of 
thofe that found Favour and good Undefftanding in the fight 
of God and Man. He was noted at his firft fetting out (as 
I have been told by one who was then intimately acquainted 
•with him, and vVith his Chara&er and Converfatjon) for 
Three Things, 1. Great Piety and Devotion, and a mighty 
Savour of Godlinefs in all his Converfe. 2. Great Induftry 
in the Purfuit of ufeful Knowledge; he was particularly ob^ 
ferved to be very inquifitive when he was among the Aged 
and Intelligent, hearing them, and asking them Queftions; 
a good Example to young Men, efpeciaBy young Minifters* 
3. Great Self-denial, Self-diffidence, and Self-abafement; 
this eminent Humility put a Luftre upon all his other Graces. 
This Chara&er of him, minds me of a Paflage I have fome- 
times heard him tell, as a Check to the Forwardnefs and 
-Confidence of young Men, that once at a Meeting of Mini- 
fters, a Qpeftion of Moment was ftarted, to be debated a- 
mong them; upon the firft Propofal of it, a confident young 
Man fhoots his Bolt prefently, Truly, ( faith he) J bold it fo ; 
Ton bold, Sir, ( faith a grave Minifter) it bocomes you to bold 
your Peace* ' 
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BeGdes bis frequent preaching of the Le&ures about him; 
be was a conftanc and diligent Attendant upon thofe within 
his reach, as a Hearer ; and not only wrote the Sermons' he 
beard, but afterwards recorded in his Diary what in each 
Sermon reach'd his Heart, affedqd him and did him good; 
adding feme proper, pious Ejaculations, which were the 
Breathings of his Heart, when he meditated upon, and pray- 
ed over the Sermons. 

What a wonderful Degree of Piety and Humility doth it 
evidence, for one of fo great acquaintance with the Things 
of God to write, Thi I learnt out of fuch a Sermon, and 
$bi> was the Truth I made up $o my Jeff out of fuch a Sermon! 
and indeed fomething out of every Sermon. His diligent \ 
improvement of the Word preached contributed (more than 
any one thing, as a means) to his great Attainments in 
Knowledge and Grace. He would fay fometimes, that one 
great Ufe of Week-day Le&ures was, that it gave Minifters 
an Opportunity of bearing one another preach, by which 
they arc likely to profit, when they hear not as Matters, but 
as Scholars, not as Centers, but as Learners. 

His great Friend and Companion, and Fellow Labourer in 
the Work of the Lord, was the worthy Mr. Richard Steel 
(Minifter of Uanmer % one of the next Parifhes to JVortbemr ; 
bury ) whofe Praife is in the Churches of Chrift, for hff 
excellent and ufeful Treadles, The Hintandman's CaMing ; An 
Antidote againji Diftraftions, and feveral others, He was 
Mr* Henrys alter idem, the Man of his Counfel; with him 
Jie joined frequently vxHanmer and elfe-where in Chriftian 
Conference, and in days of Humiliation and Prayer: BeGdes, 
(heir Meetings with other Minifters at publick Le&ures; 
after which it was ufual for them to fpend fome time among 
themfelves in fet Difputations in Latin. This was the work 
that in thofe Days was carried on among Minifters, who made 
it their bufinefs, as Iron (harpens Iron, to provoke one ano- 
ther to Love and Good Works. What was done of this kind 
in H / arcefier/hirc f Mr. Baxter tells us in his Life. 

In the beginning of his Days he often laboured under bo- 
dily Diftempers ; it was fear'd that he was in a Confumpti- 
on ; and fome blamed him for taking fo much Pains in his 
Minifterial Work, fuggefting to him, Wafter fparr thy felf: 
jOne of his Friends told him, he Yi&bssd \j^ a& hvs Pound of 
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•Candid together; and that he could not hold out long at 
that rate ; and wiflied him to be a better Husband of his 
Strength: But he often refle&ed upon it with Comfort after- 
wards, that he was not influenced by fuch Suggeftions: Tl;e 
more we do, the more we may dc (fo he would focnetimes fay) 
in the Service of God. When his Work was fometimes more 
than ordinary, and bore hard upon him, he thus appealed to 
God; thou kpoweftj hord % how well contented 1 am to Jpendand 
to be Jpent in thy Service; and if the outward Man decay ^ $ 
let the inward Man be renewed. Upon the returns of his Io- 
difpofition he exprefll th a great Concern how to get Spiritual 
Good by it; to come out of the Furnace, and leave form 
Drofi behind; for it is a great Loji to lofe an AffliRion. He 
mentions it as that which he hoped did him good, that he 
was ready to look upon every return of Diftemper, as a Sum- 
mons to the Grave; thus he learn'd to dye daily. I find (faith 
he) my earthlj Tabernacle tottering and when it £ taken down, I 
float have a Building in Heaven, that jhatt never fail. Blejfed 
be God the Father , and my Lord Jefus Cbrift, and the good Spirit 
of Grace. Even fo. Amen. This was both bis Strength and 
his Song) under his Bodily Infirmities. 

While he was at iVorthenbury he conftantly laid by the 
Tenth of his Income for the Poor, which he carefully and 
faithfully difpos'd of, in the liberal things which he devis'd, 
efpecially the teaching of poor Children: And he would re- 
commend it as a good Rule to lay by for Charity ( in fome 
proportion, according as the Circumftances are ) and then it 
will be the eafier to lay out in Charity; we ihall be the mote 
ape to feek for Opportunities of doing good, when we have 
Money lying by us, of which we have faid, This is not ou£ 
own, but the Poors. To encourage himfelf and others to 
Works of Charity, he would fay, Men no Fool who farts with 
that which he cannot keef i when he i Jure to be recompenfed with 
that which he cannot lofe. And yet to prove Alms to be Rigb- 
teoufnefs, and ro exclude all boafting of them, he often ex«- 
prefs'd himfelf in thofe Words of David, Of thine own % Lord, 
have we given thee. 

In the Year 1658. the Minifters of that Neighbourhood; 
began to enlarge their Correfpondence with the Minifters of 
Nortk*H?ales ; and federal Meetings they ta& *». ^t\w& *x& 
other Places that Year, for the fettling oi % C««$$*fc**** 
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and the promoting of Uniu and Love, and good Underftand* 
ing among themlelves, } y entring into an Affociation, like 
thofe fome Years before of tVorcefter/kire and Cumberland, to 
which, as their Pattern (thofe Two having been publifhed) 
they did refer themfelves. They appointed particular Affect- 
ations; and (notwithftanding the differences of Apprehen- 
sion that were among them ; fome being in their Judgments 
Epifcopal, others Congregational, and others ClaJJical) they 
agreed to lay afide the Thoughts of Matters in Variance, 
and to gi\ e to each other the Right Hand of Fellowship 5 that 
with one Shoulder and with one Confent, they might ftudy 
each in their Places to promote xht Common Interefts of Chrift's 
Kingdom, and the Common Salvation of precious Souls. He 
obferv'd that this Year, after the Death of Oliver CromxnB, 
there was generally throughout the Nation, a great Change in 
the Temper of God's People, and a mighty Tendency towards 
Peace and Unity, as if they were by Confent weary of their 
long Clafhings, which in his Diary he expreffeth his great 
Rejoycing in, and his Hopes that the time was at hand, when 
Judah floould no longer vex Ephraim f nor Ephraim envy Judah, 
neither fhould they learn War any more. And though thefe 
Hopes were foon difappointed by a Change of the Scene, jet 
he would often fpeak of the Experience of that and the fol* 
lowing Year in thofe parts, as a Specimen of what may yet 
be expelled; (and therefore in Faith prayed for) when the 
Spirit (hall be pour'd out upon us from an high. But alas! 
Wim fhali live when God doth this ? From this Experience he 
Jikewife gathered this Obfervation, That it is not Jo much our 
Difference of Opinion that doth us the Mi/chief ; ( for we may 
as foon exped all the Clocks in the Town to ftrike together, 
as to fee all good People of a Mind in every thing on this fide 
Heaven ) but the Mifmanagement of that Difference. 

In the AfTociation of the Minifters it was referred to Mr. Hen- 
ry to draw up that part of their Agreement which concerned 
the XVorfhip of God 9 which task he performed to their Satif~ 
fadtion: His Preface to what he drew up begins thus: 
* c Though the main of our Defires and Endeavours be aftec 
<c Unity in the greater things of God; yet we judge Unifor- 
" mity in the Circumftances of Worlhip, a thing not to be 

altogether negle&ed by us, not only in regard of that In- 
Suence, which external viGbk, Otfot\v^\x^^ita^^\»?$ 



41 






TU LIFE of Mr. Philip Henry; 47 

" and Coftelinefs of the Churches of Chrift; but aHb at it 
14 hath a direft Tendency to the ftrengthening of our Hands 
u in Minifterial Services, and withal to the removing of 
w thofe Prejudices which many People have conceived, even 
" againft Religion and Worfliip it felf. We blefs God from 
: * our very Souls, for . that whereunto we have already at-* 
" tained; and yet we hope fome further thing may be done. 
* io Reference to our clofer walking by the fame Rule, and 
M minding the lame things* The Word of God is the Rule 
" which we defire and refolve to walk by in the Adminiftxa- 
" tion of Ordinances; and for thofe things wherein, the 
" Word is filenc, we think we may and ought to have re- 
tc courfe to Chriftian Prudence, and the Practice of the Re- 
" formed Churches, agreeing with the general Rules of the 
" Word : And therefore we have had ( as we think we ought ) 
in our prefent Agreement, a fpecial Eye to the Directory, 



? &i. 



Thefe Agreements of theirs were the more likely to be for 
Good, for that here (as in Worcefterfloire ) when they were in 
Agitation, the Miniftersfet apart a Day of Failing and Prayer 
among themfelves to bewail Minifterial negle&s, and to feek 
to God for Direction and Succefs in their Minifterial Work. 
They met fometimes for this purpofe at Mr. Henry's Houfe at 
iVortbenbury. 

One Paflage may not improperly be inferted here, that once 
at a Meeting of the Minifters, being defired to jfubferibe a 
Certificate concerning one whom he had not fuflicient ac- 
quaintance with; he refus'd, giving this Reafon, That he 
f referred the Peace of bis Conscience before the Friend/hip of M 
tbe Men in the World. 

Seft. 29. 1658. the Lady Puleflon dyed. She was (faith he) 
the befi Friend I bad on Earth, but my Friend in Heaven is ftiU 
where he was, and he wilt never leave me nor forfeit me. He 
preached her Funeral Sermon from If a. 3. laft, Ceafe from 
Man whofe Breath is in bis Nofirils. He hath noted this Ex- 
preffion of hers not long before fhe died : My Soul leans to 
Jefus Cbrifty lean to me facet Saviour. About this time he 
writes, A darl^ Cloud i over my Concernments in this Family, 
but my Defire 0, that whatever becomes of me and my Iuuxtft .» 
the IntereSt ofCbriStmay ftiU be kept on foot in tlflis V\<ice. Amen 

Jo fait. But he adds foon after, taifc<p»&<& AtW"$^ 
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which he was us'd often to quote and take Comfort ffoifa< 
Jtobccula eft & cito pertranfibit. It is a link Cloud, and will 
foon blow-over. 

About a Year after, Sep. 5. 1659. Judge Pulefton dy f d aftd 
all Mr. Henry's Intereft in Enteral Family wa* buried in his 
Grave. He Preached the Judge's Funeral Sermon, from 
Neb. 13. 14. Wife not out nt) good E&eds tk4t I have dme fir 
the Houfc of ny God, and for the Offices thereof', The Defigfl of 
which Sermon was not to applaud his Deceafed Friend; 1 
find not a Word in the Sermon to that Purpofe : But he tttok 
occafion from the Inftance of fo great a Benefiftor to the Mi* 
friftry, as the Judge was, to fhew that Deeds done for the 
Houfe of God, and the Offices thereof, are good Deeds: 
and to prefs People according as their Ability and Opportuni- 
ty was, to do fuch Deeds. One Paflage I find in that Ser- 
mon which ought so be recorded ; that it had been for fevfctal 
Years the Practice of a worthy Gentleman in the neighbour- 
ing County, in renewing his Leafes, inftead of making it a 
Condition that his Tenants (hould keep .a Hawk or a Dog 
for him, to oblige them that they (hould keep a Bible ill theif 
Houfcs for themfelves, and (hould bring up their Cbiktaft 
to learn to read and to becatecb&ed. This ( faith he ) Wdfckl 
be no charge to you, and it, might oblige them to Alt 
which otherwife thty would neglect. Some wijhd (faith he* 
in his Diary ) that I had ehofen Jome other SubjcEt for thai Sct* 
man, but I approved my felf to God 9 and if I pleafi Men t lam 
not the Servant of Chrsft. I 

What Perfonal Affronts he received from fome of tfc 
Branches of that Family at that time, need not be mentioned, 
but with what exemplary Patience he bore them, ought AW to 
be forgotten. 

In March, 165I. he was very much follicited to leave 
Wortbenburjt and to accept of the Vicaridge of Wrexham, 
which was a Place that he had both a great Intereft in, arid 
a great Kindnefs for, but he could not fee his Call clear fifotfi 
Worthenbirrj^ fo he declinM it. The fame Year he had a* 
Offer made htm of a conliderable Living near London^ but 
he was not of them that are given to Change, nor did he 
confult with Flefti an4 Blood, nor feek great things to hifri- 
ftlE 
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That Year he had fome Difturbance from the Quaker*, 
who were fet on by fome others, who wifhed ill to his Mini- 
ftry; they challenged him to difpui;e with them ; and that 
which he was to prove againft them, was, that the God he 
wbrflripped was not an Idol; thaty^w Baddely (aBlackfmith 
in Malfas, and the Ring-leader of the Quakers in that Coun- 
try ^ was not infallible nor without Sin ; That Baptifm wirfi 
Water, and ahe Lord's Supper are Gofpel- Ordinances; that 
the Scriptures are the Word of God, and that Jefus Chrift 
will come to Judge the World at the laft Day : But he nevet 
Bad any Publick Difputes with them, nor fo much Diftur- 
bance from them in Publick Worftiip 5 as fome other Mhu- 
fters had elfewhere about that time. He had fome Appre- 
henfions at that time, that God would make the Quakers a 
Scourge to this Nation 5 but had Comfort in this Affurance, . 
chat God would in due time vindicate his own Honour, and 
the Honour of his Ordinances, and thofe of them who will 
not repent to give him Glory, will be caft into the Fire: 

OnePaflagel cannot omir, becaufe it difcovers what kind 
dF Spirit the Quakers were of: A debatich'd Gentleman be-' 
lira; in his Revils at Malpas f Drinking and Swearing, was, 
after a fort reproved for it by Baddely the Quaker, who was 
in his Company; Why (faith the Gentleman) Til ask thee 
one Queftion, Whether is it better for me to follow Drink- 
ing and Swearing, or to go and hear Hmry ? He anfwered, 
Of the Two, rather foHovt t\ry Drinking and Swearing. 

The Chjhire Riling this Year ( in Oppofition to the Irre* 
pilar Powers that then were uppermoft) under Sir George 
Booth (afterwards Lord Delamere ) and that of Nortb-lVales, 
under Sir Thomas Middleton, could not but affedk Worthenbury, 
and the Country thereabouts. Mr. Hewys Prayer for them 
in his Diary, the Day cf their iirft appearing is, Lord own 
them y if they truly omi thee. He notes, that Lamberts Forces 
which came down to fupprefs them, did in that Neighbour- 
hood efporfe the Quakers Caufe, and offer Injury to fome Mi- 
nifters; and therefore (faith he) unlefsGod intend the Ruine 
of the Nation by them, they cannot profper: Nor did they 
leng, though in that Expedition they had Succefs. In theic 
Return fome of L4iw£m'sSoldiers were atPf^oYttantanC)wc&<£sv» 
hearing Mr. Henry upon a Lord's Da^ -, atA ot\& cS. ^sx^Sa^ 
with bis Hat on, while they were f&ngpt&? t&ws *«* ^^i 
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he publickly admonifh'd him : And these being man* Altar* 
baptifts among them, he bach recorded it as .a good Provi- 
dence, that thofe Queftions in the Catechifm which are con- 
cerning Baptifm, came in courfe to be expounded that Day, 
The firft riling of the C be/hire Forces was Aug. i. 1659. and | 
the 1 9th following they were worfted and Scatter'd by Lam- 
bert\ Forces, near Nortbwicb, a ftrange Spirit of Pear being 
upon them, which quite took off their Chariot-wheels. The 
Country calTd it not the Cbejhire Ming, but the Cbefbtn 
B&ce. Some blamed him tha* be did not give God Thanh 
publickly for the Defeat of Sir George Booth} to whom be 
anfwer'd with his ufual Mildnefs, that his Afprehcnfiont caa* 
cerning that Affair were not the fame with theirs. We are warn 
(faith nc) much in the dark,, never more. He preach'4 the 
tedure at Chefier foon after, juft at the time when Mr.Co^, 
an eminent Minifter in Chefier 9 and feveral others were car- 
ried Prifoners to London, for their Agency in the late Attenpptj 
and the City was threatned to have their Charter taken a* 
way, &c. The Text in courfe that Day ( for they presided 
over the latter part of that Epiftle, if not the whole, at that 
Ledkure) happen d to be Heb. 13. 14. We have here noo*. 
tinuing City, which he thought a Word upon the Wheel* qf 
that time. He notes in his Diary, that when, after, that^ dp 
Army rul'd, difturb'd the Parliament, and carried all before 
them with a high Hand, there w$re great Grounds to (enfifd 
times approaching; and his Prayer is, Lord fit thy People far 
the fiery TryaL 

He was a hearty Well-wiflier to the return of the King. 
the Spring following, April, 1660. and was muchaffe&ed 
with the Mercy of it. While others rejoyce carnally (faith he) 
ifOrdy help thy People to rejoyce Jpiritually, in our publicly Ndtp* 

nat Mercies. Twas upon that occafion that Mr* Baxter 
preached his Sermon of Right Rejoicing, on Luke 1 o. 20, 
But he and others (bon faw Caufe to Rejoyce with Trem- 
bling, and to fing both of Mercy and Judgment ; for about 
that time he hath this melancholy Remark; Religion lofts 
Ground exceedingly •, and Profanenefi gets it: Help, Lord! How- 
ever, he was very Induftrious to quiet the Minds of fome 
who were uneafy at that great Revolution;, and that Scrip- 
ture yielded him much Satisfa&ion, Job.?. 33. The Ruber 
&wti the Son, and bath given all tbin|& into \m tands* f£ 
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Chrift be not only the Head of the Church, but Head over at 
things to the Church, we may be afTured^ that all things ftall 
be made to work together for Good to it. The Text alfo 
which the Lord put into his Heart to preach upon, on the 
day of Publick Thanksgiving for the Ktngfs Restoration, was 
very comfortable to him, P>w. 21. 1. The Kings Heart is in 
the Hand of the Lord. Hi's Sence of that great Mercy of God 
to the Nation, in the unbloody, peaceable and legal Settle- 
ment of King Charles II. upon the Throne, was the fame 
with that of Multitudes, befides, both Mrmfters and others, 
that were of the quiet in the Land, who yet not long after 
fuffered very hard things under him. Sdon after the Return 
of the King, he notes Ifcftv itiduftrious fome were to remove 
him from fVorthenbury % on which he writes this as the breath-: 
ing of his Soul towards God ; Lord, if it pleafe thet % fafien 
tne here as a Nail in a fare PUee^ if otberwife, I will take no- 
thing iU which thou dofi with me : And when preft by his 
Friends more earneftly than before, to accept of fome other 
Place, Lord, (faith he ) Mine Eye i up unto thee f I am wholly 
at thy difpofalj make mi way plain before my Facc y becaufe of mine 
Enemies* my Hefolution is, to deny my fe If if thou callesl me. 
Here (or any where, *tu no great matter where ) I am. Many 
Years after the King's Return, he dated a Letter, Ma; 19. 

There are twe things further which I think it may be of 
ufe to give fome Account of in the Clofe of this Chapter. 
1. Of the Courfe of his Miniftry at fVort henhury, and x. Of 
the State of his Soul, and the Communion he had with God 
in thofe Years. 

As to the Subjects he preached upon, he did not ufe to 
dwell long upon a Text. Better one Sermon upon many Texts, 
(vi%. many Scriptures opened and applied) than many Ser- 
mons upon one Text ; To that purpoie he would fometimtl 
fpeak. 

He ufed to preach in a fixed Method, and linked his Sub- 
jects in a fort of a Chain : He adapted his Method and Style 
to the Capacity of his Hearers, fetching his Similitudes for 
Illuftration, from thofe things which were familiar to them. 
He did not (hoot the Arrow of the Vfoxd ovtx \ta& >A**te>\s\ 
high Notions, or the Florifhes of afie&e&^^wtf^ ^«* 
vnderjheir Feet bj blunt and hotaeVj «s«&vsofc* ** tDaBc x s 

Ex " 



$2* The LIFE^iJir.PhiUpHeniy. 

do under pretence of plainnefs, but to their Hearts in dole 
and lively Applications. His delivery was very graceful and 
agreeable, far from being either noifie, and precipitate on 
the one hand, or dull and flow on the other. His Do&rine 
did drop as the Dew, and diftil as the (baking Rain, and 
came with a' charming pleafing Power, fnch as many will 
bear witnefs to, that have wonder'd at the gracious Words 
which proceeded out of his Mouth* 

He wrote the Notes of his Sermons pretty large for the 
mod part, and always very legible; - But even when be had 
put his laft Hand to them, he commonly left many imperfed 
Hints , which gave room for Enlargements in . Preaching, 
wherein he. had a great Felicity. And he would often ad* 
vife Minifters not to tye themfelves too ftridUy to their Notes, 
but having well digefted the matter before, to allow them- 
felves a Liberty of Expreflion, fuch as a Mans AfifeSions, if 
they be well rais'd, will be apt to furnifh him with. Bat fbf 
this, no certain Rule can be given, there are diverfitits if 
gifts, and each to p rofit withal. 

He kept his Sermon-Notes in very neat and exa & Order; 
Sermons in Courfe, according to the Order of the Subjed; 
and occafional Sermons according to the Scripture-Order of 
the Texts; fo that he could readily turn to any of them. 
And yet, though afterwards he was removed to a place far 
1 enough diftant from any of that Auditory, yet (though fomc 
have defired it) he feldom preached any of thofe Hundreds 
of Sermons which he had preached at Worthtnbury^ no not 
when he preach'd never fo privately, but to the laft he ftudied 
new Sermons, and wrote them as elaborately as ever ; for he 
thought a Sermon belt preach'd, when it was newly medita- 
ted: Nay, if fomctimes he had Occafion to preach upon 
the fame Text, yet he would make and write the Sermon 
anew ; and he never offered that to God which coft him no- 
thing. 

When he went to Oxford, and preach'd there before the U- 
nlverfity in Cbrift-Churcb, as he did feveral times, his labours 
.were not only very acceptable, but fuccefeful too; particular- 
ly one Sermon which he preach'd there, on Prov. 14. 9. Fools 
piake a mock a * fin ; for which Sermon a young Mafter of Arts 
icame to his Chamber afterwards to return him Thanks, and 
to acknowledge the good Imptsffiiora srtj^\Smt»Qra** % 
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by that Sermon, had made upon his Soul, which he hoped 
he ihould never forget. 

In his Diary he frequently records the frame of his Spirit 
in ftudying and preaching. Sometimes blefling God for fignal 
help vouchfafed, and owning him the Lord God of all his £»- 
largements; at other times, complaining of great deadnefi 
and ftraitnefs. It is a wonder (faith he) that I can freak, of 
eternal things, with fi little Senfe of the locality of them. Lord, 
ftrengthen that which remains, which is ready to die. And he 
once writes thus upon a ftudying Day ; €C I forgot explicitly 
" and exprefly when I began, to crave help from God, and 

the Chariot Wheels drove accordingly. - Lord, forgive my 

Omiffions, and keep me in the way of Duty. 

As to the ftate of his Soul in thefe Years, it ihould feem by 
his Diary, that he was exercifed with fome Doubts and Fears 
concerning it. I think, (faith he) never did any poor Creature 
paji through fuch a Mixture of Hope and Fear, Joy and SadneJT, 
Affurance and Doubting, down and up, as I have done thefe Tears 
paft— ( The Notice of this may be of ufe to poor droop- 
ing Christians, that they may know their Cafe is not lingular; 
and that if God for a fmall Moment hide his Face from them, 
he deals with them no otherwife than as he ufeth fometimes 
to deal with the deareft of his Servants. ) Ic would affe& 
one, to hear one that liv'd a life of Communion with God, 
complaining of great Straitnefs in Prayer. No life at all in 
the Duty, many Wanirings^ if my Prayers were written down, 
and my vain Thoughts interlined, what incoherent Nonfenfe would 
there be? I am afbamed, Lord I am afkamed, O pity y and par- 
don. To hear him fufpe&ing the Workings of Pride of 
Heart, when he gave an Account to a Friend, who enquire^ 
of him, touching the Succefs of his Miniftry, and that he 
ihould record this concerning himfelf, with this Ejaculation 
annexed, The Lord pardon and'fubdue. 'Twas a Sign that 
be kept a very watchful Eye upon the Motions of his own 
Heart. 

To hear him charging ic upon himfelf, that he was pre- 
fent at fuch a Duty in the mid ft of many Diftra&ions, jiot 
tafting Sweetnefs in it, ££c. When a Fire is firft kindle. . 
((kith lie) there is a deal of Smoak ati&Sm^^CK,\fe^&t?*~ 
wank wears away; fa in young Converts, tooAv^w*^* 
,nefs, frowvdnefs, Darknefs; So it batfe V«cn w* «1 ***i 
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and fo it n yet in a great meafure; Lord) pity, and do not 
quench the [moaning Flax; though as yet it doth but fmoak* let 
tbefe Sparks be blown up into a Flame. 

Great Mercies , but poor Upturns ; fignal Opportunities , but 
finatl Improvements : Such are his Complaints frequently con- 
cerning himfelf. And though few or none excell'd him in 
profitable Difcourfe, yet in that he often bewails his Barren* 
nefs and Unprofitablenefc. Little Goad done or gotten fucb a 
Day for want of a Heart; 'tis my Sin and Shame. O that I 
bad Wings like a Dove* 

Yet when he wanted a Faith of AfTurance, he liv'd by a 
Faith of Adherence. Such a Day ( faith he ) a full Hefignation 
was made of all my Concernments, into the Hands of my Heaven- 
ly Father, let him deal with me as feemeth good in hi Eyes 5 I am 
learning and labouring to live by Faith, Lord help my Vnbclitf. 
Another time he notes tljat many perplexing Fears being up- 
on his Spirit, they were all filenced with that fweet Word 
which was feafonably brought to his Remembrance, Fear none 
of thofe things which thou fhalt fujfc't . 

He very frequently kept Days ot Fading and Humiliation 
in fecrec, which be calls his Days of Atonement. Sometimes 
he obferved thefe Monthly, and fomctimes only upon (pecial 
Occafions; but the Memorandums in his Diary (not only 
while he was at Worthenbury, but often after) (hew what 
fweet Communion he had with God in thofe folemn Dudes, 
which no Eye was Witnefs to, but his who fees in ficret, and 
will reward openly. Remember (O my Soul) fuch a Day, as a 
Day of more than ordinary Engagements entred into, and fttong 
Hefblutions taken up of clofer Walking, and more Watcbfulnef, 
O my God, undertake for me! And upon another of thofe 
Dayf of fecret Prayer and Humiliation, he notes, if fiwing 
in Tears be fo fweet ^ what then-will thf HarvesJ be, when I jhaH 
reap in Joy? Blcfi the Lord, 'O my Soul, who forgivetb all thine 
Iniquities, andwM in due time heal all thy Difeafes. 
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CHAP, IV. 

fiis Marriage, Family, Family-Religion, and the Eclu* 

cation of his Children, 

HE removed from Emerat, to the Houfe in Hfathenburfi 
which the Judge had built for him, in February , 1 6 $L 
and then had one of his Sifters with him to keep his Houfei 
No (boner had he a Teip, but God had an Alter in it, ancT 
that a fmoaking Altar. There he fet up Repetition on Sab- 
bath Evenings, and welcotn'd his Neighbours to it. 

His Chriftian Friends often, and fometimes his Brethren in 
the Miniftry, kept Days of Fafting and Prayer at his Houfe. 
He us'd to tell People when they had built new Houfes, they 
muft dedicate them, (referring to Deut. 10. 5. and Pfal. 30. 
nit.) that is, they muft invite God to their Houfes, and de- 
vote them to his Service. 

Providence having thus brought him into a Houfe of his 
own, foon after provided him a Help-meet for him. After 
long Agitation, and fotne Discouragement and Oppoficion 
from the Father, Afr.16. 1660. he married Kjtbarine, the 
Only Daughter and Heir of Mr. Daniel Matthews, of Broad- 
Oak^ in the Townfhip of Ifcoyd, in Flint/hire ( but in the Pa- 
nto of Malpas, which is in Cbefhire, and about Two Miles 
diftant from Whitchurch^ a considerable Market Town iq 
Sbroffhire,) Mr. Matthews was a Gentleman of a very com- 
petent Eftate ; fach a one as King James the Fir ft us'd to fay 
was the happieft Lot of all others, which fet a Man below the 
Office of a Jufticeof Peace, and aboye that of a Petty-Con- 
ftablc. This was his only Child: very fair and honourable 
Overtures bad been made for herDifpofal; bat it plea fed 
God fo to otder Events, ajid to over-jrale the Spirits of tbofe;' 
concemd, that (he was teferv'd to be a Btefling to this good! 
Man, in things pertaining both to Life arid Godlinefi. 

His Purpoie of Marriage was publiflied in ' the Church 
Three Lord's Days before, a laudable FratStice,' which lie 
greatly approved, and perfwaded others to. 
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The Day before his Marriage, he kept as a Day of fecret 
Prayer and Falling. 

He us'd to fay, thofe who would have Comfort in that 
Change of their Condition, muft fee to it, that they bring 
none of the Guilt of the Sins of their fingle State With them 
into the married State. And the Prefence of Chrift at a 
Weddings will turn the Water into Wine ; and he will come, 
if .he be invited by Prayer. 

; He took all Occafions while he liv'd, to exprefs his Thank- 
fulnefs to God, for the great Comfort he had in this Relati- 
on, . A Day of Mercy (fo he writes on his Marriage Day) 
never to be forgotten. God bad given him one ( as he .whites 
afterwards ) every way his Helper^ in whom he had much Com* 
fort) and for whom be thanked God with all hi Heart. He Write! 
in his Diary, April %(>. 1680. This Day we have been Married 
Twenty Tears, in which time we have received of the Lord, mere 
than Twenty Thoufand Mercies; to God be Glory. Sometimes 
he writes we have been fo long Married, and never reconci- 
led; that is, there never was any Occafion for it. His ufual 
Prayer for his Friends in the Married State, was according to 
his own Pra&ife in that State 5 That they might be mutual} 
ferviceable to each others Faith and Holinejs, and jointly fervi* 
ceable to God*s Honour and Glory. 

Her Father, though he put fome Hardfhips upon him in 
the Terms, and had been fome what averfe to the Match, yet 
by Mr. Henry's great Prudence, and God's good Providence, 
wjLS influenced to give a free Confent to it; and be birnfelt 
with his own Hand, gave her in Marriage, From this, as 
from other Experiences, Mr. Hmry had learnd to fey with 
Affarance ; It is not in vain to wait upon God and to keep hi 
way. Mr. Matthews fettled part of his Eftate before Marri- 
age upon them and theirs ; he iived about feven Years after ; 
ajid when he died, the remainder of it came to them. This 
competent Eftate which the Divine Providence brought into 
bis Hand, was not only a comfortable Support to him when 
he was turn'd out of his Living, and when many faithful 
Minifters of Chrift were reduced to .great Poverty and Straits; 
but it enabled him like wife, as he : had Opportunity, to 
-preach the Gofpel freely, which he did to his dying Day; 
and not only fo, but to give for the Relief of others that 
were in want, in which h$ tow'd ^XemtaStfi, \o %^^\«^ 
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Proportion of his Income ; and often blcffcd God that he had 
wherewithal, remembring the Words of the Lord, how h* 
faid, It is more blejfed to give' than to receive. 

Such was his Houfe, and fuch the Vise which God graci- 
oiifly planted by the fide of his. Houff . • By her God gave him 
fix Children, all born within lefsihan Eight Years; t,be Two 
Eldeft, Sons, John and Matthew, the other Four, Daughter^ 
Sarah, Katharine, Eienor and Ann. His eldeft Son John dyed 
of the Meajles in the fixth Year of his Age ; and the reft were 
in Mercy continued to him. 

The Lord having built him up into a Family, he was 
careful and faithful in making gQod. his folemn Vow at his 
Ordination, that he and hts Houfe would Jerve the Lord: He 
would often fay, T64* we are really which we are relatively. It 
is not fo much what; we are at Church, as what we are in 
our Families. Religion in the Power of it will be Family 
Religion. In this his Practice was very Exemplary ; he was 
"one that walked before his Houfe in a perfeft way, with a 
perfe & Heart, and therein behav'd himfelf wifely. His con- 
ftant Care and prudent Endeavour was not only to put away 
Iniquity far from his Tabernacle, but that where he dwelt, 
the Word of Cbrift might dwell richly. If he might have 
no other Church, yet he had a Church in his Houfe. 

He made Conscience of Chfct-worjhip, and did abound in, 
it, not making hisFamily-worfhip to excufe for that, lie hath, 
this affe&ing Note in his Diary, upon the removing of his 
Clofet but from one Room in the Houfe to another, this Day 
( faith he) my new Clofet was Confesrated, if I may fo fay, 
with this Prayer; That all the Prayers that ever fhould be made 
in it according to the Will of God, Morning, Evening and at 
Noon-Day, ordinary or extraordinary, might be accepted of God 9 
and obtain a gracious Anfwer. Amen and Amen. It was the 
Caution and Advice which he frequently gave to his Chil- 
dren and Friends; Be fure you look to your fecret Duty, 
keep that up whatever you do; The 'Soul cannot profper in 
the neglecjt of it. He obferved that Apoftacy generally be- 
gins at the Clofet-doqr. Secret Prayer is firft negle&ed, and 
carelefly performed, then frequently omitted, and after a 
while wholly caftoff; and then farewcl GodaadOKc&^Sw 
all Religion, 
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He alfo advis'd that feeret Duty be perform d fecretfc which 
was the Admonition he gave fbmetimes to thole wfeo cattfed 
their Voice to be heard on high in that Duty. 

Befides this, he and his Wife conftantly prayed together 
Morning and Evening: and never, if they were together at 
home or abroad was it intermitted ; and from his own Expo* 
rience of tfce Benefit of this Pra&ice, he would take all Op* 
porranitie? tp recommend it to tfrofe in that Relation, as con* 
dacing very much to the Comfort of it, and to their fnrthe* 
ranee in that, yrhich he would often fay is the great Duty of 
Yoke-fellows ; 2nd that is, to do all t bey can to help one another 
to Heaven. He would fay, that this Duty of Husbands and 
k Wives praying together, is intimated in that of the Apoftlc, 
t Pet. 3. 7. where they are exhorted to live as Heirs together 
tf the Grace of Life % that their Prayers (especially their reap- 
ers together) be not kindred; that nothing may be donetqf 
hinder them frqm praying together, nor to hinder them in it, 
nor to fpoil the Succefs of thofe Prayer?. This San&ifies the 
Relation, and fetcheth in a Blefling upon it, makes die Com- 
forts of it the more fweet, and the Cares and Crofles of it 
the more eafie, and is an excellent Means of preserving and 
encreafing Love in the Relation. Many to whom he hath 
recommended the Pra&ice of this Duty, have bjeffed God 
for him, and for his Advice concerning it. When he was 
abroad and lay with any of his Friends he would mind then? 
of his Rule, That they who. lye together mult pray together. In 
the Performance of this part of his daily Worftrip he was afu? 
(ally ffiprt, but often much affefted. 

Befides thefe he made Confidence, and made a Bufinefs of 
Family-lVorJhfp in all the parts of it ; and in it he was uni- 
form, fteddy and conftant from the time that he wasfirftcal; 
led to the Charge of a Family, to his dying Day ; and ac- 
cording to his own Practice, he took all Occafions to prefs it 
upon others. His Doctrine once from Joflo. 24. 15. was, That 
tandfyWbrflnp is Family-Duty. He would fay fomerimes, ijF 
the Worfliip of God be not in the Houfe, write, Lord have 
Mercy on us, upon the Door ; for there is a Plague, a Gurfe 
in it. It is the judgment of Archbiihop TMlotfon, in that ex- 
cellent Bool( which he ^ublilhed a little before his Death upon 
ibis Sub/eSy That conftant Family Wox (hif k {q necejfary to \eep 
*A'v* 4 Senfe cf God and Religion in the Mind* of lAsn^ xhox W 
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fees not bow any Family that neglefts it, can in reafen be ejieemtaf 
a Family of Cbriftians, or indeed to have any Religion at off. 
How carneftly would Mr. Henry reafon with People fbme- 
times about this Matter, and tell them what a Blefling is 
would bring upon them and their Houfes, and all that they; 
had. He that makes his Houfe a little Church, (hall find, that 
God will make it a Little Sanftuary. It may be of ufc to give 
a particular Account of his Pradtice in this Matter, becaufe 
it was very exemplary. As to the time of it, his Rule wai^ 
commonly, the earlier the better, both Morning and Eve- 
ning; in the Morning before worldly Bufinefs crowded in» 
early wilt I feck *bce : He that is the firft (hould have the firft j 
nor is it fit that the Worfhip of God (hould ftand by and wait 
while the World's turn is ierved. And early in the Evening 
before the Children and Servants began to be fleepy; and 1 
therefore, if it might be, he would have Prayer at Night be- 
fore Supper, that the Body might be the more fit to ferve the 
Soul in that Service of God. And indeed he did induftrioufljp. 
contrive all the Circumftances of his Family- Worlhip, fo a& 
to make it moil: foleinn and moft likely to anfwer the End. 
He always made it the Bufinefs of every Day, and not (a» 
too many make it) a By-buftnefs. This being his fixed- Prin- 
ciple, all other Affairs muft be fureto give way to this. And 
he would tell thofe who objected againft Family- Worfhip,. 
that they could not get time for it 5 that if they would but 
put on Chriftian Refolution at firft, they would not find the 
Difficulty fo great as they imagined ; but after a while, their 
other Affairs would fall in eafily and naturally with this, es- 
pecially where there is that PVifdom which is profitable to dU 
reel. Nay, they would find it to be a grea Preferver of Or- 
der and Decency in a Family, and it would be like a Hem to, 
all their other Bufinefs, to keep it from ravelling. He was 1 
ever careful to have all his Family prefent at? Family-Wor-' 
ffaip ; though fometimes, living in the Country, he had ar 

treat Houfliold ; yet he would have not only his Children and! 
ojoorners (if he had any) and Domeftick Servants, but his. 
Workmen and Day-Labourers, and all that were employed) 
for him, if they were within call to be prefent, to join with: 
him in this Service 5 and as it was an A&<& V&^O&ttPt \b»c» 
ny times to fee them to work for bitn, fo \x> ^ficax \» *&&»8fe 
thisA&ofPitty, to to them to WMfetatGoAu ^sAx&aa^ 
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when he paid bis Workmen their Wages, he gave them fomc 
good Counfel about their Souls : Yet if any that fhould come 
to Family- Worfliip were at a diftance, and muft be ftaid for 
long, he would rather want them, than put the Duty mud 
out of time ; and would fometimes lay at a Night, Better 
me away than all fleepy. 

The Performances of his Family- Worfliip were the fame 
Morning and Evening. He obferved that under the Law, 
the Mining and the Evening Lamb, had the fame Meat-offc- 
ing and Drink-offering, Exod. 29. 38. — 41. He always be- 
gan with a (hort, but very folemn Prayer, imploring the Di- 
vine Prefence and Grace, Affiftance and Acceptance; parti- 
cularly begging a Blefling upon the Word to be read, in 
reference to which he often put up this Petition ; That the 
fame Spirit thnt indited the Scripture, would enable us to under* 
fiand the Scripture, and to make up fometbing to our felves wt 
efcit that m/iy do us good; And efteeming the Word of God 
as his neceffary Food, he would fometimes pray in a Morn- 
ing, that our Souls might have a good Meal out of it. He com- 
monly concluded even this (hort Prayer, as be did alfo his 
Blefiings before and after Meat, with a Doxology, as Paul upon 
all Occafi'-.ns, To him be Glory, (3c which is properly Ado- 
ration, and is an effential part of Prayer. 

He next fung a Pfalm, and commonly be fung Davict% 
Pfalms in order, throughout; fometimes ufing the old Tranfla* 
tion, but generally Mr. Bart on's: and his ufual way was to 
«£ng a whole Pfalm throughout, tho' perhaps a long one, and 
to ling quick ; (yet with a good Variety of proper and plea- 
{ant Tunes ) and that he might do fo, ufual jy the Pfalm was 
fung without reading the Line betwixt ( every one in the Fa- 
mily having a Book ; ) which he preferred much before the 
common way of finging, where it might conveniently be 
done, as more agreeable to the Practice of the Primitive 
Church* and the Reformed Churches abroad ; and by this 
means he thought the Duty more likely to be perform'd in the 
Spirit, and with the Vnderftanding ; the Sence being not fo 
broken, nor the Affections interrupted, as in reading the Line 
betwixt. He would fay, that a Scripture Ground for finging 
Pfalms in Families, might be taken from PJkL 118. 15. The 
Voice of J{yoycing and of SalvAtim^ w in tta Ta6eT»i«c/« of the 

Jt'/fam; */]d that it it a wa^ to\k>\& farikG&fflfcaS* v\*c* 
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. Hahab's Scarlet Thread, Jo/h. 2. 17.) to fuch as pafs by onr 
' Windows. 

! He next read a Portion of Scripture, taking the Bible in 
• order; he would fometimes blame thofe who only pray in 
: their Families, and do not read the Scripture : In Prayer we 
5 fpeak to God, by the Word he fpeaks to us; and « there any 
Hcafon ( faith he) thai we fhouid Jpeal^ all? In the Tabernacle 
the Priefts were every Day to burn Incetifi, and to light the 
Lamps; the former figuring the Duty of Prayer, the latter 
the Duty of reading the Word* Sometimes he would fay, 
thofe do well that Pray Morning and Evening in their Fami- 
lies, thofe do better, that pray and read the Scriptures; but 
thofe do beft of all that pray, and read, and fing Pfalms, and 
Chriftians Ihould covet earnefth the beft Gifts. 

He advifed the reading of the Scripture in order; for 
though one Star in the Firmament of the Scripture differ from 
another Star in Glory, yet whereever God hath a Mouth to Jpea^ 9 
we fhouid have an Ear to hear ; and the diligent Searcher 
may find much excellent Matter in thofe parts of Scrip- 
ture, which we are fometimes tempted to think might have 
been fpar'd. How afife&ionately would he fometimes bleb 
God for every Bool^ and Chapter, and Verfe and Line in the 
Bible! # 

What he rea4 in his Family,^ he always expounded; and 
exhorted all Minifters to do fo, as an excellent Means of en- 
creating their Acquaintance with the Scripture. His Expoft- 
tions were not fo much critical as plain, and practical, and 
ufeful ; and fuch as tended to Edification, and to anfwer the 
end for which the Scriptures were written, which is to make 
us wife to Salvation. And herein he had a peculiar Excellence, 
performing that daily Exercife with fo much Judgment, and 
at the fame time with fuch Facility and Clearnefs, as if every 
Expofitkm had been premeditated ; and very inftrudtive they 
were, aVwell as affe&ing to the Auditors. His Obfervati- 
ons were many times very pretty and furprizing, and fuch as 
one (hall not ordinarily meet wirh. Commonly in his Ex- 
pofitions he reduced the garter of the Chapter or Pfalm read; 
to fome Heads; not by a Logical* Analy (is, which often min- 
ceth it too fmall, and confounds the Senfe with the Hcre^ 
but by fuch a Diftribution as the Matte? d\& mcAt caStei »&> 
unforcedly fdl into. He often meittiou & $ttx.Sv{Yo%<& 2**?* 
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tuUian\ I adore the Fulnefs of the Scriptures ; and fomerimes 
that, Scriptura fempcr habet aliquid rclegentibus. When fotne- 
times lie had hit upon fome ufeful Obfervation that was new 
to him, he would fay afcerwards to thofe about him, How 
often have 1 read this Chapter, and never before now took notice of 
fuch a thing in it ! He put his Children, while they were with 
him, to write thefe Expofitions ; and when they were gone 
from him, the Strangers that fojourned with him did the 
fame. What Collections his Children had, though but bro- 
ken and very imperfedfc Hints ; yet, when afterwards they 
were difpofed of in the World, were of good ufe to them and 
their Families. Some Expofitions of this Nature, that w,' 
plain and practical, and helping to raife the Affections and 
guide the Converfation by the Word, he often withed wtte 
publifhedby fome good Hand for the benefit of Families: 
out fuch was his great Modefty and Self-diffidence (though 
few more able for it) that he would never be perfwaded to 
attempt any thing of that kind himfelf. As an Evidence how 
much his Heart was upon it, to have the Word of God read 
and underftood in Families, take this Paffage out of his L<$ 
Will and Teftament : I give and bequeath to each of my Four 
Daughters , Mr. Pool'i Englifh Annotations upon the Bible, in 
Two Volumes, of the loft and left Edition that fhall be to be bad 
at the time of my Deceafe, together mth Mr. Barton's laft and 
beft Tranflatien of the Singing Pfahnsy one to each of them ; re* 
quiring and requefting them to make daily ufe of the fame, for the 
Inftruftion, Edification and Comfort of themfehes and their Fa* 
ndlies. But 'tis time we proceed to the Method of his Family- 
iWorfhip. 

The Chapter or Pfalm being read and expounded, he re- 
quired from his Children fome Account of what they could 
remember of it ; and fometimes would difcourfe with them 
plainly and familiarly about it, that he might lead them into 
an Acquaintance with it; and (if it might be) imprefsfomc- 
thing of it upon their Hearts, 

Hcthenpray'd, and always kneeling, which he looked up- 
on as the fitted and moft proper Gefture for Prayer ; and he 
took Care that his Family (hould addrefs themfelves to the 
Duty, with the outward Expreflions of Reverence and Com- 
pofednefs. He ufually fetch'd his Matter and Expreflions in 
Prayer, bom (he Chapter that maraA* «ad the Pfalm that 
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*ras fung, which was often very affe&ing, and helped much 
to ftir up and excite praying Graces/ He fometimes obfer- 
red in tnofe Pfalms, where reference is had to the Scripture 
Stories, as Pfal. 83. and many others, that thofe who are 
well acquainted with the Scriptures, would not need to make 
ufe of the help of prescribed Forms, which are very necefla- 
ry for thofe that cannot do the Duty without tbem, but are 
unbecoming thofe that can ; as a Go-cart is needful to a 
Child, or Crutches to one that is Lame, but neither of them 
agreeable to one that needs them not : 'Twas the Compan- 
ion he commonly ufed in this Matter. In Family-Prayer he 
was ufually moft full in giving Thanks for Family-Mercies, 
confefling Family-Sins, and begging Family-Bleffings. Very 
particular he would fometimes be in Prayer for his Family ; 
if any were abfent, they werefure to have an exprefs Petition 
pot up for tbem. He us'd to obferve concerning Job, Chap. 
1.5. that he offered Burnt-Offerings for bis Children, *o 
cording to the Number of tbem all, an Offering for each Child $ 
and fo wouldrhe fometimes in praying for his Children, put 
up a Petition for each Child. He always obferv'd at the An- 
nual Return of the Birth-day of each of his Children, toblefs 
God Cor his Mercy to him and his Wife in that Child; the 
gWM of it, the continuance of it, the Comfort they had in 
iV G&« with fosse fpeciaJ Requeft to Gcd for that Child* 
£very Servant and Sojourner, at their coming into his Fami- 
ly and their going out (befides the daily Remembrances of 
them) had a particular Petition put up for them, according 
as their Circumftances were. The Strangers that were ac any 
time within his Gates, he was wont particularly to recommend 
to God in Prayer, with much Afie&ion, and Chriftian Con* 
cern for them and their Concernments. He was daily mind** 
ful of thofe that defired his Prayers for them, and would fay 
fometimes, it is a great Comfort that God knows who we mean in 
Prayer, though roe do not name them. Particularly Providences 
concerning the Country, as to Health or Sicknefs, good or 
bad Weather, or the like, he commonly took notice of in 
Prayer, as there was OccaGon ; and would often beg of God 
to fit us for the next Providence, whatever it might be : Nor 
did he ever forget to pray for the Peace of Jcrufalem. He al- 
ways concluded Family-Prayer, botVv!Aoxtat\%^A^^^w«t> 
with a folcmn JBcaediAion, after tk&T>wka^Bl > "*** ^ ^L 
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fing of Ged Almighty , the Father y the Son, and the Holy Gbeftl 
be with us, &c. Thus did he daily blefs his Houfhold* 

Immediately after the Prayer was ended, his Children to- 
gether, with bended Knee, ask'd Blefling of him and their 
Mother ; that is, defired of them to pray to God to Bldi 
them: which Blefling was given with great Solemnity and 
Affe&ion; and if any of them wereabfent, they were re- 
menabred, The Lord blefs you and jour Brother, 01 you and yntt 
Sifter that is abfent. 

This was his daily Worfhip, which he never alter'd (unleii as 
is after mentioned) nor ever omitted any part of, though he 
went from home never fo early, or returned never fo late, or 
had never fo much Bufinefs for his Servants to do. He would 
fay that fometimes he faw Caufe to ihorten them ; but he 
would never omit any of them ; for if an Excufe be once ad- 
mitted for an Omiffion, it will be often returning. He mas 
' not willing (unlefs the Neceffity were urgent) that any flioold 
go from his Houfe in a Morning before Family-worfhip • hot 
upon fuch an Occafion would mind his Friends, that Prayer 
and Provender never hinder a Journey. 

He managed his daily Family- Wor (hip, fo as to make ha 
Pleafure and not a Task to his Children and Servants ; for be 
was feldom long, and never tedious in the Service ; the va- 
riety of the Duties made it the more pleafant ; fo that none 
who join'd with him had ever any reafon to fay, Behold what 
a Wearinefs is it 1 Such an excellent Faculty he had of ten- 
dring Religion the moft fweet and amiable Employment in 
the World ; and fo careful was he (like Jacob) to drive as th 
Children could go, not putting new Wine into old Bottles. If 
fame good People that mean well would do like wife, it 
might prevent many of thofe Prejudices which young Per- 
fons are apt to conceive againft Religion, when the Services 
of it are made a Toil and a Terror to them. 

^ On Thurfday Evenings (inftead of Reading) he Catechized 
his Children and Servants in the Ajfemblies Catecbifm, with 
the Proofs or fometimes in a little Catechifm, concerning tbo 
Matter of Prayer, publiflied in the Year- 1674. and faid to be 
written by Dr. Collins, which they learned for their Help in 
the Gift of Prayer, and he explain d ij to them. Or elfe 
they read, and he examined them in fome other ufeful Book, 
as Mr. Poofs Dialogues againft the ¥*$&&,&& kfevs&tavCW 
OHIon ofPzith with the Scriptures* ox Ai&Yta. O* 
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- -On" Saturday Evenings, his Children and Servants gave him 
&h Account what they could remember of the Chapters that 
'had been expounded all the Week before,' in order/ each' a 
feveral part, helping one anothers Memories for the recol- 
lecting of it. This he call'd, fathering up the Fragments which 
remained, that nothing might be losl. He Would fay to them 
ibmetimes as Chrift to his Difciples, \*ave ye underflood at 
tbefe things ? If not, he took that OccaGon to explain them 
more folly. This exetcife (which he ccttiftaqtly kept up all 
along) was both delightful and profitable, and being mana- 
ged by him with fo much Prudence and Sweetnefs, helped to 
inftil into tbofc about him betimes, theKnowledge and Love 
of the Holy Scriptures. '•? -<• 

Wheii he had Sojourners in his Family, who were able to 
bear a part in fuch a Service, he had commonly in the Win- 
ter-time^ fet Weekly Conferences, on Qpeftions propos'd, 
for their mutual Edification and Comfort in the Fear of God; 
the Subftance of what was faid, he hirnfelf took and kept an 
Account of in Writing. 

But the Lord's Day he called ind counted the Queen of 
Days, the Pearl of the Week, and obferved it accordingly. 
The Fourth Commandment intimates a fpecial regard to be 
had to the Sabbath in Families, Thou and thy Son and thy 
Daughter, &c. it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all your Dwel- 
lings. In this therefore he was very exa&, and abounded in 
the Work of the Lord in his Family on that Day. What- 
ever, were the Circumstances of his Publick Opportunities, 
(which varied, as we fliall find afterwards) his Family-Reli- 
gion on that Day was the fame : Extraordinary Sacrifices 
tnuft never fuperfede the continual Burnt-offering and his Meat- 
offering, Numb, 18. 15. His common Salutation of his Fa- 
mily or Friends, on the Lord's Day in the Morning, was 
that of the Primitive Chrift ians; The Lord is rifen, he is r if en 
indeed ; making it his chief Bufinefs on that Day, to celebrate 
the Memory of Chrift'sRefurre&ion; and he would fay 
fometimes, Every Lord's Day i is a true Chriftiarfs Eafter-*/^. 
He took care to have his Family ready early on that Day, 
and was larger in Expofition and Prayer on Sabbath- Morn- 
ings, than on other Days. He would often itswttfc^v^oafc. 
under the Law the daily Sacrifice vm AovW^\ ^t^-a&s*^ 
PW Two Iambs in the Mormxi& *x&Tv*o \xi ^^^ 
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ning. He had always a pircicular Subje& for his Expediti- 
ons on Sabbath-Mornings; the Harmony of the Evange}ifb 
feveral times afar,, the Scripture Prayers, Old Teftatxjrnt 
Prophefies of Chrift, Christ the trueTreafur,* (ft) he entituW 
that Subjedfc) /ought and found in the Field if the OldTeftai 
tnent. He constantly fang a Pfakn after Dinner, and Mother 
after Supper, on the Lord's Days. And- in the Evening of 
the Day his- Children and Servants wer* catechized and e*A» 
mined in the Senfe and Meaning of the Anfwtrs itt.theGt? 
techifm ; that they might not fay it (as he fifed to tell tbegO 
like a Parrot, by Rote. Then the Day's Sefmfcfis were repto 
ted, commonly by qqc of his Children, when thej ffltfg 
grown up, and while they were with hi pi; afid the JP atailp 
gave an Account what.* hey could renumber of the WdNl of 
the Day, which he endeavoured to fatten upon them, aid 
Nail in a fure Place. In his Prayers on th& Evening of the 
Sabbath, he was often more than ordinarily enlarged; at 
one that found not only God's Service perfect Freedeta, hfc 
his Work its own Wages, and a great steward, not only aft* 
keeping, but (a* he ufed to omerve from Pfal. 19* 1 1.) in 
heping God's Commandments. A prefent Reward of Obt* 
dience in Obedience. In that prayer he was ufually very 
particular, in praying for his Family, and all that belonged 
to it. It was a Prayer he often put up, that we might have 
Grace to carry it at a Minifter, and a Minifters. fVife^ and a 
jMimftcr's Children^ and a Minijlers Servants floould carry ii; 
that the Miniftry might in nothing he blamed. - He would (bine* 
times be a particular Interceffor for the Towns and Parifbes 
adjacent : How have I heard him, when he hath Ijeeo in the 
Mount with God, in a Sabbath-Evening-Prayer, wrkkle 
with the Lord for Chefter f and Shrewsbury, and Nantbicb, tfad 
Wrexham, and Whitchurch, &c. thofe Nefts of Souls ^ wherfetn 
there are fo many, that cannot difcern between thtir.Right 
Hand and their Left in Spiritual things, (#<?. He cloftd las 
Sabbath-Work in his Family with (inging Pfal. 1 34. ahd a& 
ter it a folemn Blefling of his Family. 

Thus was he Prophet and Prieft in hUovfn Houfe; and He 
was KJ n g there too, ruling in the Fear of God* tod no* fnfc 
feeing Sin upon any under his Roof.. 
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He had many Years ago a Man Servant that was once over- 
taken in Drink abroad ; for which, the next Morning at Fa- 
mily Worfhip, he folertinly reproved him, admonifhed him, 
and prayed for him with a Spirit of Mcekncf*, and foon 
after parted with him. But there were many that were bis 
Servants, who by the Bleffing of God upon his Endeavours, 
got thole good Imprrifions upon their Souls which they re- 
tained ever after ; and blcfled God with all their Hearts that 
ever they came under his Roof. Few went from his Service 
till they were Married, and went 10 Families of their own; 
and fome, after they had been Married and had Buryed their 
Yoke-felfows, return d to bis Service again, faying, Mafler % 
it h good to be here. 

He brought op his- Children in the Fear of God, with a 
great deal of Care and Tendernefs, and did by his Pra&ice, 
ay well as upon all Occafions in Difcourfes, condemn the In- 
difcretion of thofe Parents who are partial in their AfF-.&ions 
to their Children^ making a Difference between them , which 
be obferved. did often prove of ill Confequence in Families ; 
and lay a Foundation of Envy, Contempt, and Difcord, 
which turns to their Shame and Ruine. His Carriage towards 
his Children was with great Mildnefs and Gentlenefs, as one 
who defir'd rather to be loved than feared by them. He was 
as careful not to provoke them to Wrath, nor to difcourage 
them, as he was to bring them up in the Nurture, and Admoniti- 
on of the Lord. He rui'd indeed, and kept up his Authority, 
btrt it was with Wifdom and Love, and not with a high 
Hand. He allowed his Children a great degree of Freedom 
with them, which gave him the Opportunity of reafoning 
them, not frightninjg them into that which is good. He did 
much towards the tnftru&ion of bis Children in the way 
of Familiar Difcouffe, according to that excellent Diredorf 
for Religious Education, • Dent. 6. 7. Thou /halt whet tbejo 
things (to the Word is which he did noted frequent R^peti* 
Hon of the fame things) upon thy Children, and /halt talk of 
them when thou fittest in thy Houfe, &c. which made them 
love Home, and delight in his Company, and greatly en- 
dear'd Religion to thecto. 

He did not burthen his Childrens Metrota* V| \skcaRw% 
upon them rhegerring of Chapters an&'SfoYaMk vjVorw-^*^^ 
bat endeavoured romake the whole ^01^ cS Go^«fc*2** 
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to them, (efpecially the Scripture Stories) and to bring them 
to underftand it and love it, and then they would eafily re- 
member it. He us'd to obferve from PJal. 119. 93/ J w#i 
never forget thy Precepts, for with them thou halt auickped me; 
that we are then likely to remember the Word of God when 
it doth us good. 

He taught all his Children to write himfelf, and fet them 
berimes to write Sermons, and other things that might be of 
ufe to them : He taught his eldeft Daughter the Hebrew 
Tongue when flic was about Six or Seven Years old, by an 
Englifn Hebrew Grammar, which he made on purpofe fot her; 
and ihe went fo far in it, as to be able readily to jread and 
cbnftrue a Hebrew Pfalrn. 

He drew up a (host Form of the Baptifmal Covenant, for 
the ufe of his Children ; it was this :. 

J take God the Father to be my chief eft Good, and bighejl End. 

I rake God the Son to be my Prince and Saviour. 

I take God the Holy Ghoft to be my SanBifier, Teacher, Guide. 

and Comforter. 
1 take the JVord of God to be my Utile in aU my ASionsl 
■ And the People of God to be my People in aU Conditions. 

I do likfvpipdevote and dedicate unto the Lord, my whole f elf, x 

all I am, all I have, and all I can do. 
And this I do deliberately, Jincerely, freely, and for ever. 
This he taught his Children, and they each of them fo- 
Icmnly repeated it every LordVDay in the Evening, after 
they were catechized, he putting his Amen to it, and fome- 
times adding, fifty, and Jo do, and you are made for ever. 
: He alfo took pains with them, to lead them into the Un- 
derftanding of ir, and to perfwade them to a free and cheer- 
fut'Cohfentto it. And when they grew up he made them 
ill write it over feverally with their own Hands, and very 
fblemnly fet their Nafnes to it, which he told them he would 
Keep by him, and it fhould be produced as a Teftirnony a- 
.fcainft them, in cafe they fhould afterwards depart from God, 
and turn from following after him. 

He was careful to bring his Children betimes (when they 
were about Sixteen Years of Age) to the Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, 10 take the Covenant of God upon themfehes, and 
ioynakf their Dedication to God their own AS and Deed; and a 

gfeat deal of Pains he took with thqr^ to oregare them for 
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that great Ordinance, and To to tranfmic them into the State 
of adult Church-memberfhip : And he would ofcen blame 
Parents, who would think themfelves undone if they had not 
their Children baptized, and yet took no care when thsj^ 
grew up and made a Profeflion of the Chriftian Religion, to 
perfwade them tothe Lord's Supper. 'Tis true (he would fay) 
Buds and Bloffoms are not Fruit, but they give hopes of Fruit, 
and Parents may and (hould take hold of the good Beginnings 
of Grace which they fee in their Children, by thofe to bind 
them fo much the cloferto, and lead them fo much the fader 
in the way that is called Holy. By this folemn Engagement the 
Door which flood half open before, and invited the Thief, is 
fhutand bolted againft Temptation. And to thofe who plea- 
ded that they were not fit, he would fay, that the further they 
went into the World, the lefsfit they would be. Qui non ck 
bodiecras minus aftus erit. Not that Children fhould be com- 
peird to it, nor thofe that are wilfully ignorant, untoward 
andperverfe, admitted to it, but thofe Children that are 
tiopeful and well inclined to the things of God, and appear to 
-be concerned in other Duties of Religion, when they begin to 
put away childifli things, (hould be incited and encouraged 
and perfwaded to this, that the matter may be brought to an 
Iffue. Nay, but we wiltferve the Lord ; faft bind, fafi find. A- 
bundant Thankfgivings have been rendredto God by many 
of his Friends for his Advice and Affiftance herein. 

In dealing with his Children about their Spiritual State, he 
took hold of them very much by the handle of their Infant- 
Bnftijm^ and frequently inculcated that upon them, that they 
were born in God's Houfe, and were betimes dedicated and 
given up to him, and therefore were oblig'd to be his Ser- 
vants, Pfal, 1 1 6. 1 6. I am thy Servant , becaufe the Son of 
thy Handmaid. This he was wont to illuftrate to them by the 
Comparifon of taking a Leafe of a fair Eftate for a Child in 
the uradle, and putting his Life into it ; The Child then. 
knows nothing of the matter, nor is he capable of confenting ; 
however, then he is maintained out of it, and hath an Inte- 
reft in it 5 And when he grows up and becomes able tochufe, 
and refufe for himfelf, if he go to his Landlord, and claia\ 
the Benefit of the Leafe, ahdpiomife to^^xW^^y *s^ 
do the Services, well and good, Y\c Yv*^\V^w^\\^ v^-% 
ifotbcxmk it is at his Peril. " Now , Cfcv^**^*^^ 
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u fay) our great Landlord was willing that your Lv^$ 
€i fhouldbe put into the Leafe of rHeaven and fiappinefi, 
*' and it was done accordingly, by your Baptifra, which is 
*' the Seal of the Rjghfieoufnejs that is by £u>A,j and by that 
ic was atfur'd to you, that if you .would pay the, Rent apd 
do the Service, that is, live a life of Faith, and Repen- 
tance, and fin cere Obedience, you (hall never be turn'd 
4 ' off the Tenement ; but, if nowyoudiflike the Terms, a&jl 
u refufe to pay this t\ent (this chief s\cnt y fo be would Qftl it, 
" for it's no Hack) you forfeit the Leafe; However, yoncftn- 
" not but fay, that you had a Kindneis done you, to have 
" your Lives put into it. Thus did he frequently deal with 
his Children, and even travel in Birth agpin to fee Chrifk for- 
med in them, and from this Topick he generally argued,' *od 
he would often fay, If Infant-Baft ijm were more improved, it 
would be lefs diffuted. 

He not .only taught his Children betimes to pray, (wlycii 
be did efpecially by his own Pattern, his Method and £*- 
preflions in Prayer being very eafy and plain) but when they 
were young he put them upon it, to pray 1 together, tod Ap- 
pointed them on Saturdays in the Afternoon to fpend feme 
time together, none but they and fuch of their Age as might 
occafionally be with them, in reading good Books, efpecially 
thofe for Children, *ndin fingingand praying; and would 
fometime tell them for their Encouragement, that the God 
with whom we have to do, underftands broken Language. 
And if we do as well as we can in the Sincerity of our Hearts, 
we fhall not only be accepted but taught to do better : To 
him that hath fhall be given. 

He fometimes fet his Children, in their own leading of 
the Scriptures, to gather out fuch Paflages as they took rnqft 
notice of, and thought mod confiderable, and writ tbem 
down: Though this Performance was very fmall, yet the £n- 
deavour was of good ufe. He alfo dire&ed them to infert 
\x\ a Paper Book, which each of them had for the Purpofe, 
remarkable Sayings and Stories 9 which they met with in read* 
ing fuch other good Books as he put into their Hands. 

He took a Pleafure in relating to them the remarkable 
Providences of God, both in hi own time, and in the Days of 
OM, which he faid, Parents were xanf^tta fataj itatA$- 
po/nttjuenr, gxoj. \%. 26, 17, Tour Children fbdt *V, ?**** 
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time tp came 9 what mean you by thu Service? and you fhai tell 
4bcm fo and ib. 

What bis pious Care was concerning his Children, and 
fidtb what a Godly Jealoufy he was jealous over them, take 
in one Inflaqce; when they had been for a Week or a Fort- 
.sight kindly entertained at B. (as they were often) he thus 
.writes in his Efory upon their Return Home. My Care anil 
Sfaar K $ ' left.CAnvcrJe with fucb fo far above them 9 though of the 
■faff, fhould ha^e influence upon them to lift them up, when I 
had rather they fhwld he kept law. For as be did not him- 
ielf, fo he was very follicuous to teach his .Children, not to 
^aind high jthings; not to defire them, nottoacpeftthemin 
this World. 

We ihall conclude this Chapter with another Paflage out of 
JnstDiary, Apr. H. 1681. Thi Pay Fourteen Tears the Lord 
too\ x my Fir§t-bornSon from tne, the Beginning of my Strength, 
with a Stroke*. In the fyme/nhrance whereof my Heart melted 
thi Evening: I begg*d Pardon for .the Jonah that raifed the 
Stoxm ; I Meffed the Lord that bath Jpared the resl, Ibcgg'd 
Mercy, Mercy for every one of them, and abfolutely and unrefcr- 
medly devoted and dedicated them, my Jalf, my whole felf> Eftate, 
Jnureft, Life y to the Will and Service of that God from whom 
I received all. Father^ Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
pome, &c. 



CHAP. V. 

His Eje&ment font Worthenbury, bis Nonconformity, 
bis Removss to Broad Oak, and the Providences that 
were concerning him to the Tear, 1672. 

HAving thus laid together the Inftances of his Family^U- 
gion y we muit now return to the Hiftory of Events that 
were concerning him, and are obliged to look back to the firft 
Year after his Marriage, which was the Year that King 
Charles the Second came in; a Year of great Changes and 
Struggles in the Land, which Mr. Baxter in his life. %£**& % 
full and clear and impartial Idea of \ Vj v*\^Ocv\\. mv* *a&*i 
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be guefs'd, how it went with Mr. Henry in his low and fliP 
row Sphere, whofe Sentiments in thofe things were very muck 
the fame with Mr. Baxttr's: 

Many of his beft Friends in PPortbenbury P«Mh were lately 
removed by Death; Emeral Family contrary to what it had 
been; and the fame Spirit which that Year reviv'd all the 
Nation over, was working- violently in that Country, vi$ 
a Spirit of Great Enmity to fuch Men as Mr. Henry was. 
Wortbenbury, upon the King's coming in, returned into its for- 
mer Relation to Bangor ; and was look'd upon as a Chappelry 
dependant upon that. Mr. I(obertFogg had for many Yean 
held the fequeftred Re&ory of Banger , which now Dr. Henry 
Bridgman ( Son to John Bifliop of Chefter, and Brother to 
' the Lord Keeper Bridgman ) return* d to the Poffeifion of. By 
which Mr. Henry was foon apprehenfive that his Intereft at 
Worthenbury was fhaken, but thus he writes. The WiU of the 
JLord be done. Lord^ if my War\bc done here r provide fime 
ether for this People, that may be more skflfuly and nwr* Sucafi 
fu } , and cut out Work for me elfewbere\ bowever\ I wiH tokf 
nothing ill which God doth with me. 

He laboured what he could to make Dn Bridgman his 
Friend, who gave him good Words and was very civil to him, i 
and affur'd him that he would never remove him til] the Law 
did. But he muft look upon himfelf as the Do&or's Curate, 
and depending upon his Will, which kept him in continual 
Expectations of a Removal; however, he continued in his 
Liberty there above a Year, though in very fickle and preca- 
rious Circumftances. 

The Grand Queftion now on Foot was, whether to Co* 
fortn or no. He us'd all means pofiible to fatisfy himfelf con- 
cerning it, by reading and Difcourfe (particularly at Oxford 
with Dr. Feff, afterwards Bifhop of Oxford) but in vain, his 
Diffatisfa£Hon remained; however, (faith be) I dare not fudge 
thofe that do conform, for who am I that I fhould fudge m% Bro- 
ther? He hath noted, that being at Cbefter, in difcourfe with 
the Dean and Chancellor and others, about this time, the 
great Argument they ufed with him to perfwade him to con- 
Form was, that elfe he would lofa his Preferment, and what 
( laid they ) you are a young Man, and are you wiler than the 
King and Bifhop's? But this is his Refleftion upon it after- 
wards, God grant I ma) never be left to cwjult V*tV> ftejb nM 
JtevJ/// fucb Masters. ^ 



***. 
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In September 1 66*. Mr. Fogg, and Mr. Sto/, and Mri Ifcw- 
ry were presented at F/w/-Affi?es for not reading the Com- 
mon-ftrayer, though as yet it was not enjoyn'd, but there 
were fame bufy People, that would out-run the Law. Tbey 
entred their Appearance*' and it fell; for foon after the 
King's declaration^ teaching Ecclefiaftical Affairs, came out, 
'which prbmifed liberty, and gave hopes of Settlement, but 
the Spring- Affizes afterwards Mr. Steel and Mr. Henry were 
prefented again. On this he writes, Be merciful to tne 9 . O 
<*od 9 for Man would /wallow me up. The Lord (hew me what he 
■would have me V<? do, for I am afraid of nothing but Sin. 
- It appears by the Hints of his Diary that he hadMelan* 
choly Apprehenfions at this time about Publick Affairs, feeing 
and hearing of fo many faithful Minifters diftuib'd, lilenced 
and enfnar d; the ways of Sion Mourning, and the Qpiet in 
the Land treated as the Troublers of it; his Soul wept in fe- 
cret for it. And yet he join'd in the Annual Commemorati- 
on of the King's Reftauration, and preach'd on Mir. n. 17J 
Render to defar the things that are Cafar's; coufidering (faith 
he) that it was hi right 5 alfo the fad Pofture of the Civil Go* 
vernment through XJfurpers y and the manner of his coming in} 
-without Bkodjhed. This he would all his Days fpeak of as a 
National Mercy, but what he rejoiced in with a great deal of 
Trembling for the Ark of God ; and he would fometimes fay, 
That " during thofe Years between Forty and Sixty, though 
" on Civil Accounts there were great Diforders, and the 
*' Foundations were out of Courfe, yet in the Matters of 
" God's Worflrip, things went well; there was Freedom and 
< c Reformation, and a Face of Godlinefi was upon the Nation, 
<c though there were thofe that made but a Mask of it. Or- 
" dioances were adminiftred in Power, and Purity, and 
" though there was much amifs, yet Religion, at leaft in the , 
a ProfdSSon of it did prevail : This ( faith he ) we know ve- 
" ry well, let Men fay what they will of thofe times. 

In November, 1660. he took the Oath of Allegiance at 
Orton % before Sir Tbomat Hanmer 9 and two other Juftices, of 
which he hath left a Memorandum in his Diary, with this 
added, God fo help me, as I purpofe in my Heart to do according- 
ly: Nor could any more confeientioufly obfervetha.tO&t(*«£ 
G<?4 than he did, fior njore finctxe\^ ^tonac* ^^s&fc*S>«- 
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That Year (according to an Agpeemeqt with fome of his 
•Brethren in the Miniftry, who hoped . thereby to oblige iomc 
People) he Preached upon Chriflmas^vi. The §ahbath be- 
fore, it happen'd that the 23d Chapter of Leviticus ( whict 
treats intirely of the Jewift Feafts, called there die Feafts rf 
the, Lard) came in courfc to be expounded, which gave bin 
Occafion to diftinguilh of Feafts into DiWVand fyclefiaftical^ 
the Divine Feafts that the Jews had were thofe there appoin- 
ted.; their Ecclcfiaftical Feafts were thoie of Purim and of 
Dedication: And ki the Application of it, hefaid, He kysew 
no Divine Feaft we have under the GoJpeJ but the Lord's Day, in- 
tended for the Co mm emoration of the whole Mercy of cur He- 
demftion. And the meft that could he faid for Chriftmas wm, 
that it is *»EcclefiafticalFeaft; and it n queftionabU with fmm, 
whether Cb web or State, though they might make a good Day $ 
fifth* 9. 19. could mak,e a Holy Day : Nevertbelefi, forafinucbm 
we find our Lord %efm (Job. 10. 12.) Jo far comply ing with the 
Church Feast of Dedication, * to take Qceafhn from,tbe Peoples 
coming together, to preach to them, he purpofed to preach jtpoM 
ChriftmasD*?, knowing it to be bis .Duty, in Seafon and out rf 
Seaftm. He Preached on 1 Job. 3. 8. For phjtPurpofc wot the 
Son of God manifeftedy that be might defirqy the Works of the 
Devil. And he minded his People, that it is double Diflio- 
oour to JefysCbrift, to pratftice the Works of the DevU, thai 
when we keep a Feaft in Memory of his ManiJ eft alien. 

His Annuity from Enteral was now withheld becaufehe 
did not read the. Common-Prayer (tho' as yet there was no 
Law for reading of it) hereby be was dtfablcd to do whathe 
had been wont, for the Help and Relief of others; andrthis 
he has recorded as that which troubled him molt under that 
Disappointment; but he blcfled God, that he had a Heart to 
do Good j even when bis Hand was empty* 

When Enteral Family was unkind to him, he reckoned it a 
great Mercy, which he gave God tbanks for, {who makes 
every Creature to be'that to us that it is ) that Mr. Broughton 
and his Family ( which is of considerable Figure in the ParUh) 
continued their Kindnefs and Refpe&s to him, and their 
Countenance of his Miniftry, which he makes a grateful 

ipention of, more than once in his Diary. 

« 
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Many Attempts were made in the Year, 1 661.1 to diftnrb 
jmd eqfnare him, and it was ftill experfted, that he wonld 
have been hindredj Methinl^s (faith he) Sabbaths were ne- 
ver Jo facet at they are, _ now we are kept at fueh Uncertainties $ 
mew a Day in thy Courts i better than a thoufand, fucb a Day at 
this (faith he of a Sacrament-Day that Year) better than ten 
■thcufand: O that we might yet fee many fucb Days ! 

He was advis'd by Mr. Hateliff of Cbefter, and others of 
his Friends, to enter an Addon againft Mr. P. for his Annui- 
ty, and did fo; but concerning the Succefs of it (faith he) I 
Mm not ever felicitous ; for tho' it [be my due, (Luke 1 o. 7.) yet 
it wot not that which I preached for; andGodkpows I would much 
rather peach for nothing, than not at aB; and befides, I know 
ajfurcdly, if I fkould be Cafl, God would make it up to me fame 
other way. After fome Proceedings he not only mov'd but 
follicited Mr. P. to refer it, having learned (faith he) that 
it.mno Disparagement^ but an Honour, for the Party wrong d to 
he ffirfi in fickjng Reconciliation; The Lord, (if it be hnVftU) 
incline hi Heart to Peace. I have now (faith he) two great 
Concerns upon the 'Wheel, one in referencejo my Maintenance for 
time fqfti the other as to my continuance for the future ; the 
JLord*be my Friend in both; but of the two, rather in the latter. 
But .(iaith.he) .many of greater Gifs and Graces than I are laid 
afide already, and when my turn comes, I know <net, thelViU of 
God be done 2 Hs can do hi Work without us. 

The Iflbe of this Affair was, that there having been fome 
DHptUes between Mr. P. and Dr. Bridgman 9 about the Tithe 
of fVortbenbwy, wherein Mr. P. had clearly the better Claim 
to mike, yet bynhe Mediation of Sir Tho. Hanmer they came 
to this Agreement, Sept. 11. 1661. that Dr. Bridgman and his 
Succeffors, Parfons of Bangor (hould have and receive all the 
Tithe Corn and Hay 01 WortkeHbury, without the Diftur- 
bance of the (aid Mr. P. or his Heirs ( except the Tithe-Hay 
of Emeral Demefn) upon Condition that Dr. Bridgman 
fhould before the Pirft or November^oliowing^ avoid ana Dif" 
charge the prefent Minifter *r Curate, Philip Henry, from the ^ 
Chappel of Worthenbiiry, and not hereafter at any time re-admit 
the J aid M'nifler, Philip Henry, to officiate the [aid Cure. 
This is the Subftance of the Articles agreed vs^otv -Vecmfc^ 
them, pvrfmnt to which Dr. Bridgman tetts>7fa&^&*$&^ 
Mr.He*r r , und by a Writing undet -ttft «ju&, ^^JgJ^ 
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publiflied in the Church of Worthenbury, by one of Mi. Pule- 
ftons Servants, O&ober the 27th following, Notice was given 
to the Parifh of that Difmiffion. That Day he preached his 
Farewel Sermon on Pbil f 1. 27. Only let your Converfation he 
as becomes the Gojpsl of Christ. In which ( as he faith in bis 
Diaiy) his Defire and Defign was rather to profit than to 
affeft; it matters not what becomes of me (whether I came 
unto you, or elfe be abjent ) but let your Converfation be as be- 
comes the Gojpel. His parting Prayer for them was, The Lord, 
the God of the Spirits of all Fle/h 9 fet a Man over the (tttgrt* 
gation. Thus he ceafed to preach to his People there, but 
he ceafed not to love them, and pray for them; and could 
not but think there remained fome dormant Relation betwixt 
him and them. 

As to the Arrears of his Annuity from Mr. P. when he wa* 
difplaced; after fome time Mr. P. was willing to give him 
100 /. which was a good deal lefs than what was due, upon 
condition that he would furrender his Deed of Annuity, ' and 
his Leafe of the Houfe, which he for Peace fake was willing 
to do, and fo he loft all the Benefit of Judge Puleftons great 
Kindnefs to him. This was not compleated t\\\ Sept. 1661. 
until which time he continued in the Houfe at fvertbenbury, 
but never preached fo much as once in the Church, tho* there 
were Vacancies feveral times. 

Mr. i\i. Hilton was immediately put into the Curacy of 
Worthenbury, by Dr. Bridgman; Mr. Henry went to hear him 
while he was at IVortbenbury 9 and join'd in all the parts of 
the Publick Worfhip, particularly attending upon the Sacra- 
ment of Baptifm; not daring (faith be) to turn my back, up** 
God's Ordinance, while the EJfentials of it are retained, the* 
corrupted circumftantialty in the Adminiftration of it, which God 
amend. Once being allow'd the Liberty of his Gefture he 
join'd in the Lord's Supper. He kept up his Correfpondence 
with Mr. Hilton^ and (as he faith in his Diary) endeavoured 
, to pofTefs him with right Thoughts of his Work, and advis'd 
him the beft he could in the Soul Affairs of that People; 
which (faith he) he feemed to take well} I am fure I meant it fo, 
and the Lord make him faithful. 

Immediately after he was removed and (ilenced at Wor- 
thenbury, he was follicited to ptta.c\\ axButgw* *s\d Of, BrtVg- 

man was wiliing to permit "it> Occa&wubi > v^V^^wk. 



The L I F E 6f Mr. "Philip Heray; 77 

to his Curate there, that he fhould never hinder it* but 
Mr. Henry declin'd it: Tho' his Silence was his great Grief, 
yec fuch was his Tendernefc, that he was not willing fo far 
to difcourage Mr. Hilton at Worthenbwry, nor to draw fo ma- 
ny of the People from him, as would certainly have followed 
him to Bangor 1 But (faith he) 1 cannot get my Heart into 
fuch a Spiritual Frame on Sabbath-days now, at formerly ; whiob 
m both my Sin and my Affliction. Lord quicken me with quicken- 
ing Grace. 

When thc'King came in firft, and (hewed fo good a Tem- 
per, as many thought, fome of his Friends were very earned 
with him to revive his Acquaintance and Intereft at Court, 
which it was thought he might eafily do. 'Twas reported in 
the Country, that the Duke of York had enquired after him; 
but he heeded not the Report, nor would he be perfwaded to 
make any Addreffes that way : For ( faith he ) my Friends do 
not know Jo well as I the Strength of Temptation, and my own 
inability to deal with it. Qui bene iatuit, bene vixit,$ Lord, 
lead me not into Temptation. 

. He was greatly affe&ed with the Temptations and Affli- 
ctions of many Faithful Minifters of Chrift at this time, by 
the prefling of Gonformity ; aad kept many private Days of 
f afting and Prayer in his own Houfe at Worthenbury^ feeking 
to turn away the Wrath of God from the Land. He greatly? 
pitied fome, who by the Urgency of Friends, and the Fear 
of Want, were . over-perfwaded to put a Force upon them- 
felves in their Conformity. The Lord l^eep me (faith he) in 
the Critical time. 

He preached fometimes occafionally in divers neighbouring 
Places, till Bartholomew-day, 1662. the Day (faith he) which 
our Sins have made one of the faddeft Days to England, fince the 
Death of Edward the 6tb; but even this for good, though we 
know not how nor which way. He was invited to preach at 
Bangor on the black Bartholomew-day, and prepared a Sermon 
on John 7. 37. In the lasl day, that great day of the feaft, &C; 
but was prevented from preaching it; and was loth to ftrive 
againft fo ftrong a Stream. 

As to his Nonconformity y which fome of his word Enemies 
have laid was his only Fault, it may not be amifs here to give 
fome Account of it. 
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i. His Ffedforts for Bis Nonconformity wert vcfry confide** 
ble. Twas no rafli A<ft, but deliberate and well weighU in* 
the Ballances of the SanStuary. He could by no meansfabtnfc 
to be re-ordain *d ; fo well (atisfied was be kl his CaJl to*tbe 
Miniftry, and his Solemn Ordination to it, by the laying otf 
of the Hands of the Presbytery, which God had grarioufly' 
own'd him in, that he durft not do that which looked like a s 
Renunciation of it, as null and finful, and would be at leaff 
a tacit invalidating and condemning of all his AdnHntftrarik 
ons. Nor could he truly fay, that he thought hifrifelf moved 
by the Holy Ghoft, to takf upon him the Office of a Deacon. He 
was the more confirmed in this Obje&ion, becaufe the dtat 
Bifhop of Chefter, Dt: Hat, (in whofe Diocefs he was) bfr 
fides all that was requir'd by Law, exaftedf from thofc thfe 
came to him to be re-ordain d, a Subfcription to this Form: 
Ego A. B. pratenfm meat Ordination* litcrat, a auihufdam Pref* 
bytern olim obtentat jam penitm remmcio, & dimitto pro van*; 
bimilitcr fupplieans quatcniH Hev. in Chrifio Pater & Dominm 
Dominus Georgiw permiffione divhta Ceftr. Epifi. me ad factum 
Diacenatw ordinem juxta morem & ritm Eectefrt Anglican* dfijj- 
naretut admit tere. This of Re-ordination way the firftr and 
great Bar to his Conformity, and which he rftoftly infifted 
on. He would fometimes fey, that for a Presbyter to be Of 
dain'd a Deacon, is at befl fufiipere gradum Simeon*. 
\ Betides this, he was not at all fatisfied to give his unfeigned 
Affent and Confent, to aS and every thing contained in the Bool( of 
Common-Prayer, &c. for he thought that thereby he fhould re- 
ceive the Book it felf, and every part thereof, Rubricks and' 
all, both as true and good; whereas there was federal thing* 
which he could not think to be fo. The Exceptions wbtdr 
the Minifters made againft the Liturgy, at the Savoy-Confe- 
rence, be thought very considerable; and could by no meanr 
Submit to, much lefs approve of the tmpofitions of the Cere- 
monies: He often faid, that when Chrift came to free us from 
the Yoke of one Ceremonial Law, he did not leave it in the 
Power of any Man or Company of Men in the World, tor 
lay another upon our Necks, ^netting at the Lvd's Supper 
he was much diffatisfied about: and it was for many Yeara 
his great Grief, and which in his Diary he doth often mod 
pathetically lament; that by it he was debarred from partak- 
fog of that Ordinance, in the folema 4flembl)\ ^ot \aftbmit 
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t6 that Tmftfitim he thought, whatever it was to Other* 
( whom he was fir from judging ) would be Sin to bin. He 
never took the Covenant, nor ever expreffd any Fondnefs fot 
it; and yet be con Id not thinks and therefore dorft not declare 
ebmc (however unlawfully imposd) it was in it felf an unlawful 
t)*th 9 and that no Perfon that took it, was under the Oblige 
rion of it: For fometimes quod fieri nm debute faftum valet. 
En fliort, it cannot be wondred at, that he was a Nonconform 
mi& 3 when the Terms of Conformity were fo induftrioufly 
contrivedL to keep out of die Church fuch Men' as He; which 
m manifefted by die full Account which Mr. Baxter hath left 
DO'P6fteriry of that Affair; and it is a Paflage worth noting 
here, which Dt. Batisih Ms Funeral Sermon on Mr. Baxter, 
neMtes; that when the Lord Chamberlain Manchefterxold the 
King (while the A& of Uniformity 'was under debate) that 
be was afraid that the Terms were fo hard, chat many of the 
Ministers tf ould not comply with them 5 fiilhop Sheldon being 
prefent, replied, I am afraid they will. And ic is well known 
how many of the moft fober, pious, and laborious Minifters, 
ra oil parts of the Nation, Conformifts as well as Noncon- 
formifts did diflike thofe Impofitions. / 

He thought it a Mercy ( fince ic rnuft be fo ) that the Cafe 
of Nemonformity was made fo clear as it was, abundantly to 
fetisfy him in his Silence and Sufferings. I have heard that 
Mr. Anthony Burges 9 who hefitated before, tf hen he read the 
Aft, Melted Ood that the Matter was put oat of donbr. 
And yet to make fore work, the Printing and Publifhing of 
the Ttew Book of Common-Prayer was fo defetr'd, that few 
of the Miniftet s, except thofe in London, could pofliNy get a 
fight of it, much left duly confider of ic before the time pre- 
fix d; wbich Mr. Steel cook notice of in his Farewel-Serinon 
tx.H anther y Aug* 17. 1661. That he was filenced and turned 
out for not declaring his unfeigned Ajfent andConfent to a 
Book which he never fax* no* could fee. 

One thing which hecomforced himfelf with in his Non* 
conformity was, that as to Matters of doubtful Dijjwtatian 
touching Church-GoVfcrnrnent, Ceremonies and the like, he 
was unfitorn, either on one fide or the other, and fo was free 
ftom thoffe frntres and bands in which fo matiy find themfehrcS 
both tyX up from What they Would do, vA «*«£»&***- 

ttoykoiwnotwhittbde* He ¥ras ottc o^ «w&t «afe ^^ ^ 



«<v 



So The LI F E of m PBflfc Bcmy. 

an Oath, Eccl. 10. 2. and would often £fcjyOrf&j 4rr 
T*//,. and not to be play'd with. One Paflage I find 
Papers, which confirm'd him in this Satisfaction ; 'tis 
cer from no lefs a Clergy-man than Dr. F. of Wbitcbu 
one of his Parilhioners, who defired him to give way t 
Child might be baptized by another without the Cro 
Godfathers, if he would not do it fo himfelf ; both wb 
refus'd: Twas in the Year, 167}. gl For my part (fa 
■' Do&or) I freely profefc my Thoughts, that the ftr 
" ging of Indifferent Ceremonies, hath done more hare 
u good ^ and poffibly ( had all Men been left to their I 
" therein) there might have been much moteVnity, a 
f c much lefs Uniformity. But what Power have I to d 
*' with my felf, being now under the Obligation of 
" and an Oath? And he concludes, I am much gri< 
" the unhappy Condition of my felf, and other Mil 
<c who muft either lofe their Parilhioners Love, if they 
" comply with them, or elfe break their folemn Oblig 
* topleafethem. 

This he would fay was the Mifchief of Impofitions, 
ever were, and ever will be Bones of Contention. Wh 
was at Wortbenbwry^ though in the Lord's Supper he us 
Gefture of Sitting himfelf, yet he . adminiftred it w 
Scruple to fome who chofe rather to Kjteel; and he th 
that Ministers Hands Ihotlld not, in fuch things be tie 
but that he ought in his Place ( though he funered for 
witnefs againfl the making of thofe things the indifpe 
Terms of Communion, which Jefus Chrift hath not made 
fo. Where the S fir it of the Lord, and the Spirit of the < 
#, there n Liberty. 

Such as thefe were the Reafons of his Nonconfoj 
which as long as he liv'd he was more and more cot 
in. 

2. His Moderation in his Nonconformity was very exe 
and eminent, and had a great Influence upon many, tc 
them from running into an Uncharitable and Schifir 
Separation ; which upon all Occafions he bore his Tefti 
againft, and was very induftrious to ftem the Tide oi 
Cburch-Govcrnmeqt, that which he defired and wiAc 
was Archbtfhop Vjhe/% Reduction of Epifcopacy. He th 
it Jdwful to join in the ^mmo^^^ ^^^] 
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Mies, and pwuftftd accordingly, and endeavoured to fatisfy 
other* concerning it. The Spirit he was of was fuch as made 
bun much afraid of Extream*, and follicitous for nothing 
more than to maintain and keep Chriftian Love and Charity 
among Profcflbrs: We fliall meet with feveral Inftances of 
this, in the Prperefe of his Story, and therefore wave it here. 
t have been told of an aged Minifter of bis Acquaintance; 
who being ask'd upon his Death-Bed, What hi Thoughts were 
if bn Nonconformity, replied, he was well fatisfied in it, and 
floould not have confirmed fo far as be did (vi%. to joyn in the 
Liturgy y if it bad not been for Mr. Henry. Thus was his Mo- 
deration l&own unto all Men. 

But to proceed in his Story; At Michaelmas^ \66i. he 
^juite left Worthcnbury, and came with his Family to Broad- 
0*k 9 pit Nine Years from his firft coming into the Country.; 
Being caft by Divine Providence into this new Place and State 
of Life, his Care and Prayer was, that he might have Grace 
ami Wifdom to manage it to the Glory of God, which ( faith he) 

* my chief End. V/ithin Three Weeks after his coming hi- 
ther, his fecond Son was born, which we mention for the 
fake of itie Remark he has upon it; We have noB^nfon (faith 
he ) to call him Benoni, J wifh we had time to call him Ichabbd.' 
And "on the Day of his Family-Thankfgiving for that Mercy, 
he writes, We have Heafcn to Hejoyce with Trembling, for it goes, 
ill with the Church and People of God f and t^eafon to fear worfe 
beeaufe of our own Sins y and our Enemies Wrath. 

A At the* latter end of this Year he hath in his Diary this 
Note. u It is obferved of many who have conformed of 
u late, and fallen from what they formerly profefs'd, that 
c< fince their fo doing, from unblamable, orderly, pious Men, 

* they are become exceeding dijfolute and profane and in- 
" ftanceth in fome. What need have we every Day to pray,* 
Lord lead, us not into Temptation. 

For feveral Years after he came to live at Broad-Oak, he 
went conftantly on Lord's Days to the Publick Worflbip,' 
with his Family, at Wbitewell-Cbappel, (which is hard by) 
if there were any Supply there,- as (omeiimes th.ere was from' 
Malpas; and if none, then to Tyljioc^ (where Mv.^acbar/ 
Thomas continued for about half a Year, and the Place wa& *1 ^ 
HttlcSan&uary ) and when that String \a3S&, \&\»&* \s*WVto- 
dmntg grid did abt preach fo* a g«ax *ft&e% xaxtek .«**S^ ^ 
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natty'* when he vifited his Friends, or to hit torn Family qq 
Lord's Day*, when the Weather hindred them from going 
abroad. He comforted himfelf, that foraeomes in going to 
Pl&Uck, he had Opportunity of inftruBing and exhorting theft 
that were in Company with him, by the way, according as he few 
they had need ; and in this hit Lips fed man;, and hit Tongm 
was as choice Silvery and he a&ed according to that Rolf 
which he often laid down to himfelf and others, That when 
we cannot do what we would* we musl do what we can, and the 
Lord will accept us in it. He made the beft of the Sermons h$ 
heard inPublick, It i a Mercy (faith he) we have Bread* 
though it be not at it ha/h been* of the finefi of the When 
Thofe are froward Children who throw away the Meat tfcey 
have, if it be wholefom, becaufe they have not what they 
would have. When be met with preaching that was * 
bis Note is, Thais a poor Sermon indeed* out of which no 
Leffon may be learned. He had often Occafion to rei 
that Verfe of Mr. Herbert'*: 

The worsJ fpea\s fomething good, if aU want Senfe, 
God takes the Text, andpreacheth Patience. 

Nay, and once he faith, he could not avoid thinking of JWi 
Sons, who made the Sacrifices of the Lord to be abhorred: Yet 
he went, to bear his Teftimony to publick Ordinances j For 
JIM ( faith he ) the Lord loves the Gates of Zion, more than at 
the Dwellings of Jacob, and fo do I. Such then were his Sen- 
timents of things, expecting that God would yet open a Door 
of return to former pnblick Liberty, which he much defired 
and prayed for, and in hopes of that, was backward to fall 
into the ilated Exercife of his Miniftry otherwife, ( as were 
all the fober Nonconformifts generally in thofe parts) but it 
was his Grief and Burthen, that he had not an Opportunity 
of doing more for God. He had fcarce one Talent of Oppor* 
tunity, but that one he was very diligent and faithful in the Im- 
provement of. When he vifited his Friends, how did he lay 
out himfelf to do them Good! Being asked once (where he 
made a Vifit ) to expound and pray, which his Friends re- 
turned him Thanks for; he thus writes upon it, They cannot 
*ia*k me /a much, for my Pains, but I tfeanfe^tfeem ware % and my \ 
Irird God eJpeciaVy* for tber Opportunity \t£*& \saQmcSbfiL 
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irich himfelf at this time : I own my felf a Minifier of Cbrift, 
jet do nothing <a d Minifter; what wit excufe me! It i enough 
for me to fay. Behold, I ft and in the Market-place, and no Man 
both hired me? And he comforts himfelf with this Appeal, 
Lord, thou knoweft what Wit 1 have to thy Work, Public^ or Pri- 
vate, if I had a Cafl and Opportunity ; and (hall this willing 
Mind be accepted? Surely this is a Melancholy Consideration, 
and lays a great deal of blame fomewhere, that fuch a Mao 
as Mr. Henry, fo well qualified with Gifts and Graces for Mi- 
nifterial Work, and in the prime of his time for Ufefulnefi; 
fo Sound and Orthodox, fo Humble and Modeft, fo Qpiet 
and Peaceable, fo Pious and Blamelefs, fliould be fo induftri- 
oufly thrnft out of the Vineyard, as a ufelefs and unprofitable 
Servant, and laid afide as a defpifed broken Vejfel, and a Vejfct 
in which there was no Pleafure. This is a Lamentation, and 
fhall be for a Lamentation ; efpetially fince it was not his 
Cafe alone, but the Lot of fo many Hundreds of the fame 

ChardFter. 

In thefe Circumflatices of Silence and Reftraint, he took 
Comfort himfelf, and adminiftred Comfort to others from 
that Scripture, Ifa. 16. 4. Let my out-cafts dwell with tbee, 
Moab. God's People may be an out-caft People, caft out of 
Mens Love, their Synagogues, their Country; but God will 
own his People when Men caft them out; they are Outrcafts, 
but they are his, and fomewhere or other he will provide a 
Dwelling for them. There were many worthy able Minifters 
thereabouts tufn'd our, both from Work, and Subfiftence, that 
had not fuch comfortable Support for the Life that now is, 
as Mr. Henry had. for whom he was moft affe&ionately con- 
cerned, add to Wnoni he fliew'd Kindnefs. There were com- 
puted, within a few Miles round him, fo many Minifters 
rarn'd out to the wide World, ftript of all their Maintenance, 
and expos'd to continual Hardfhips, as with their Wives and 
Children ( having moft of them numerous Families) made up 
above a Hundred, that liv'd upon Providence ; and though 
oft reducM to Wants and Straits, yet were not forfaken^ but 
were enabled to rejoice in the Lord, and to joy in the God of 
their Salvation notwithftanding: to whom the Promife was 
fulfilled, Pfal. 37. 3. So /halt thou dwell in tht L<wid.> tfak«\it- 
Yily thou Jhah be fed. The World was xol^t^fctf*^^ 
Cotfomtjls Plea, rAat the wonht'feAr.LAtorimt V^^r*?* 

q 1 %\»KDaN 
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intimate Friend) when he was turn'd oat of Bafcburcb, and 
( if he would have confuked with Flefh and Blood ) having 
( as was faid of one of the Martyrs ) Eleven good Arguments 
againft Suffering, vi% m a Wife and Ten Children ; was aiktf 
how he meant to maintain them all, and cheerfully replied, 
they muft all live on the 6th of Matthew, Take no thought fir 
your Life, Gfc. and he often fung with his Family PjaL 37. 
1 6. And Mr. Henry hath noted concerning him in his Diary! 
fome time after he was turn'd out, that he bore Witnefi to the 
Love and Care of our Heavenly Father, providing for him and bi 
prefnt Condition, beyond Expectation. . 

Oue Obfcrvation Mr. Henry made not long before he died, 
when he had been young and novo was old, that though many of 
the ejected Minifters were brought very low, bad many 
Children, were greatly harraffed by Perfecution, and their 
Friends generally poor and unable to fupport them ; yet in all 
his Acquaintance he never knew nor could remember to bare 
hear J of any Nonconforming Minifier in Prifon for Debt. 

In Oftcb??, 1663. Mr. Steel and Mr. Hmry, and fome other 
of their Friends were, taken up and brought Frifoners to fliw- 
mer, under pretence of fome Plot faid to be on foot againft 
the Government: and there they were kept under Confine* 
ment fome Days, on which he writes ; It is fweet being in any 
Condition with a clear Confcience : The Sting of Death i Sin, 
and Jo of Imprifonment alfo. 'Tii the fir It time ({kith he) I 
was ever a Prifoner, but perhaps may not be the last. TVe felt no 
Hardjhip, but we kiiow not what we mty. They were after 
fome Days examined by the Deputy Lieutenants, charged 
with they knew not what, and fo difmiffed, finding verbalae- 
curityto be forth-coming upon Twenty four Hours Notice, 
whenever they (hould be called for. Mr. Henry returti'd to 
his Tabernacle with Thankfgivings to God, and a Hearty 
Prayer for his Enemies, that God would forgive them. The 
very next Day after they were releafed, a great Man in 
the Country, at whofe Inftigation they were brought into 
that Trouble, died (as was faid) of a drunken Surfeit. So 
that a Man /hall fay verily there is 4 God that judge tb in the 
Ea*th. 

In the Beginning of the Year 166$ ) when the Ad for a 

fyyal /lid, to bis Majefty of Two Millions and a half came 

cue, the Cojniniflioners foxFlwt-jbire^^fc\\Ra£^\& \kwbL- 
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nate Mr. Henry Sub-colle&or of tbe faid Tax for the Town- 
ihip of Tfcoyd 9 and Mr. Steel for the Townfhip of Hanmer. 
They intended thereby to put an Affront and Difparagemenc 
upon their Miniftry, and to (hew that they looked upon them 
but as Lay -men, His note upon it is, It is not a Sin which they 
put iff upon, but it is a Cro(! 9 and a Crofi in our Way, and there-' 
fore to he taken up and born with Patience. When 1 had better 
TVork. to do, I was wanting in my Duty about it, and now this is 
fut upon me, the Lord is Righteous. He procured the 'gathe- 
ring of it by others, only took account of ir, and faw it duly 
done ; and deferv'd (as he (aid he hop'd he fliould) that In- 
fcription mentioned in Suetonius, n#\*s nxwicwyn. To the Me- 
mory of an bone si Publican. 

In September the fame Year, he was again by Warrant 
from the Deputy Lieutenant, fetched Prifoner to Hanrner, as 
was alfo Mr. Steel and others. He was examined about pri- 
vate Meetings: Some fuch (but private indeed ) heown'd 
he had been prefent at of late in Sbrop/hire, but the Occafion 
was extraordinary; the Plague was at that time raging in 
London, and he, and feveral of his Friends having near Re- 
lations there, thought it time to feek the Lord for them, and 
this wai imputed to him as his Crime. He was likewife 
charged with Adminiftring the Lord's Supper, which he de- # 
nicd, having never adminiftred it iince he was difabled by the 
A6k of Uniformity. After fome Days Confinement, feeing 
they could prove nothing upon him, he was difcharged upon 
Recognizance of 20 /. with Two Sureties to be forth-coming 
npon Notice, and to live Peaceably. But (faith he) our Re- 
ftfaint was not ftricJt, for we had Liberty of Prayer and Con- 
ference together, to our mutual Edification : Thus, out of the 
Ettrr came forth Meat, and out of the Strong, Sweetncfi; and 
we found Honey in the Carcafe of the Lion. It was but a little 
before this, that Mr. Steel, fetting out for London, was, by a 
Warrant from the Juftices, under Colour of the Report of a 
Plot, ftopt and fearch'd, and finding nothing to accufe him 
of, they feiz'd his Almanack, in which he kept his Diary for 
that Year; and it not being written very legibly, they made 
what malicious Readings and Comments they pleas'd upon it, 
to his great Wrong and Reproach; though to ^JlfeJa^t-isA.. 
fenfible People, it difco ver'd him to be t >fato \Y^O^v*^^-. 
Watch over his own Heart, and was a «t»^**»k A V^ 

G * ■ 
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time, arid many faid they got good by it, and (boold Ion 
him the better for it, PfaL 37. 5, 6. This Event made 
Mr. Henry fomewhat more cautious and fparing in the Re- 
cords of his Diary, when he faw bow evil Men dig up Mi/- 
ebief. m 

At Lady-day, 1666. the Five-Mile Aft commenced, by 
which all Nonconform^ Minifters were forbidden, upon pain 
of Six Months Imprifonment, to come or be within rive 
Miles of any Corporation, or of any Place where they had 
been Minifters, unlefs they would take an Oath ; of which 
Mr. Baxter faith, 'twas credibly reported, that the Ear) of 
Southampton, then Lord High Treasurer of England, laid, 
No honett Man could take it. Mr. Baxter ; in his Life, hath 
fet down at large, his Reafons againft taking this Oxford- 
Oath, as it was called, part a. p. 196, tfo. Part 3. p. 4, (ft. 
Mr. Henry fet his down in (hort ; Twas an Oath, ppc at ay 
time to endeavour any Alteration of the Government, in the 
Church or State. He had already taken an Oath of Allegiance 
+~*.\*~ir:— _ j, . i.i f toaaO^A 

free to take. 

(i This Day methoughts it was made more clear to me 
<t than ever, by the Hand of God upon me, and I note it 
^ down, that I may remember it. ( 1. ) That the Gorcro- 
J menc of the Church of Ghrift, ought to be managed by the 
m Minifters of Chrift. It appears, Hfb. 1$. 7. that they 
^ are to rule us, that jff eak to us the Word of God. ( x. ) Thai 
^ under Prelacy, Minifters have not the Management of 
' Church- Government, not in the leaft, being only thePub- 

* lifters of the Prelates Decrees, as in Excommunication and 

€ Abfolution, which Decrees fomecimes are given forth by . 
J Lay-Chancellors. (3.) That therefore Prelacy is an Vfur« 
' potion in the Church of God, upon the Crown and Dig- 
J nity of Jefus Chrift, and upon the Gojbel-Mgbts of his Ser- 
" vantsthe Miniftei*. And therefore (4.) I ought not to 
fubferibe to it, nor to fwear not to endeavour, in all lawful 
^ ways, the Alteration of it, vi%. by Praying and Perfwadfag, 

* where there is Opportunity. But ( 5.) That I may fafely 
n venture to fuffer in the Refufal of fuch an Oath, commit* 
" tin; my Sou], Life, Eftate, Ubext^, ail to him who judg- 

''ttltrigbtcoufly. 
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And on March i%. the Day when that Aft took Place, he 
thus writes : " A fad Day among poor Minifters op and 
44 down this Nation; who by this Aft of Rcftraint, are for- 
*' ced to remove from among their Friends, Acquaintance 
" and Relations, and to fojourn among Strangers, as it were 
" in M°fecb and in the Tents of %cdar. But there is a God 
u who tells their Wandrings, and will put their Tears, and 
€ * the Tears of their Wives and Children into his Bottle ; 
€€ are they riot in his Book? The Lord be a little Sanftuary 
** to them, and & place of Refuge from the Storm, and from 
* the Tempeft, and pity thofe Places, from which they are 
" eje&ed, and come and dwell where they nuty not. 

He wifhed their Removes might not be figurative of Evil 
to thefe Nations, asli^iVfswere, E^ek. \i. 1, i, 3. This 
fevere thffiehfation forced Mr. Steel and his Family from 
Hanmer, and fo he loft the Comfort of his Neighbourhood ; 
but withal it drove Mr. Laurence from Bufchurch to Wait* 
church Parifh, where he continued till he was driven thence 
too. 

Mr. Henrfl Hdufe at Broad-OAk. was but Four reputed 
Miles from the titrtioft Limits of Worihtnbury Pariih, but he 
got it meafured, and accounting 1760 Yards to a Mile (ac- 
cording to the Statute 3 j £/£{. c*p. 6. ) it was found to be jiift 
five Ktales and three/core Yards, which one would think might 
have been his Security : But there were thofe hear him who 
were ready to ftretch fuch Laws to the utmoft rigor, under 
Pretence of conftruing them in Favour of the King, and 
therefore would have it to be linderftood of reputed Miles : 
This obliged him for fome time to leave his Family) and to 
fojourn among his Friends, to whom he endeavoured where- 
ever be came to impart fome Spiritual Gift At laft he ven- 
tured home, preftuiiing among other things, that the Warrant 
by which he was made CoUeElor of the fyjal Aid, while that 
continued, would fedire him, according to £ Provifo in the 
laft Claufe of the A&, which when the Gentlemen percei- 
ved, they difcharged him from that Office, before he had fer» 
ved put the Time. 

He was much zStStti. with it, that the Burning of. Lon- 
don happened fo foon after the No&confoririifts were banifhed 
out of it. He thought it was in Meic^ to \3t«X£s ^cax^k^ 
were removed before that defo\aUi\t \\i&«»fctfii wro» ^^* 

G a, *** 
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that it fpoke aloud to our Governoun, let my People go that 
they may firve me, and if ye will not, behold thm^ and thus 
will I do unto you. This was the Lord's voice crying in the 
City. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1667. he removed with hi$ 
Family to Whitchurch, and dwelt there above a Year, except 
that for one quarter of a Year, about harveft he returned a- 
gain to Broad-Oa^. His Remove to Whitchurch Was partly to 
quiet his Adverfari.es, who were ready to quarrel with hinj 
upon the five Mile Adfc, and partly for the benefit of the School 
there for his Children. 

There in April following he buried his eldeft Son, not 
quite fix Years old, a child of extraordinary Pregnancy and 
forwardnefs in Learning, and of a very towardly Difpofition, 
his Character of this Child is, 

FrAterque atatem nil puerile fuii. 

This Child before he was feized with the Sicknefs whereof 
he died, was much afFe&ed with fome Verfes, which he met 
with in Mr, Whites Power of Godlinefs, faid to be found in 
the Pocket 6f a hopeful young Man, who died before he was 
twenty four Years old. Of his own accord he got them with- 
out Book, and would, be often reb'earfing them, they wetq 
thefe. 

- t 

Not twice twelve Tears ( he might fay 

Not half twelve Years) full told, a wearied Breath « 

/ have exchanged for a happy Death. 

Short was my Life ; the longer is my Rett, 

Cod takjes them foonefi whom he loveth beft. 

He that is born to day and dies to morrow, 

Lofes fome hours of joy, but months of forrow ; 

Other Difedfes often come to grieve ys, 

Death Strifes but once and that Stroal^ doth relieve usl 

This was a great Affliction, to the tender Patents: Mr. Hen* 
ry writes upon it in the Refledion, 

Qnicquid amas cupias non placwjfe nimn. 
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" Many Years after, h$ frfd, he thought he did apply to him- . 
felf at that Time, brit too fenfibly that Scripture, Lam. 3. i." 
I am the man that hath feen affliction. And he would fay to 
his Friends upon fuch occafions, " Loofers think they may 
u have leave to freaky but they miift have a care what they 
* fay, left fpeakisg amifs to God's dilhonour, they makd 
¥ work for Repentance and Ihed tears that muft be wept over 
" again. He obferved concerning this child, that be had al- 
ways been very patient under rebukes, The remembrance of 
which (faith he) teacheth me now how to cany it under the re? 
bukes of my heavenly Father. His Prayer under this Providence 
was, (hew me 9 Lord, /hew me wherefore thou contended with me j 
have I over-toafted 9 over-lovd, over-pri^d? A Lord's Day in- 
tervening between the Death, and burial of the Child, J at- 
tended (faith he) on public^ Ordinances though fad in Spirit, at 
Job, who after all the evil Tidings that were brought him, where- 
of, Death of Children wot the lasl and heaviest, yet fell down and 
worfhipped. And he would often fay upon fuch occafions, 
that weeping muft not hinder fowing. Upon the Interment of 
the Child, he writes, My dear Child, now mine no longer, was 
laid in the cold Earth, not loft, but foon to be raijed again a glo- 
rious Body, and I /hall go to him, but he /hat not return to me. 
A few days after his dear Friend Mr. Lawrence ( then living 
in Whitchurch Parifii ) buried a Daughter, that was grown 
up and very hopeful, and gave good Evidence of a work of 
Grace wrought upon her Soul; how willing (faith he ) may 
parents be to part with fuch when the Lord calls 5 they are 
not amijji but pramiffu And he hath this further Remark,' 
The Lord hath made his poor Servants, that have been often Com- 
f anions in his Work+ now Companions in Tribulation, the very 
fame Tribulation ; me for my Sin, him for his Trial. 

While he liv^d at Whitchurch, he attended conftantly upon 
the publick Miniftry, and there (as ever) he was careful to 
come to the beginning of the Service, which he attended 
upon with Reverence and Devotion; (tending all the time, 
even while the Chapters were read. In the Evening of the 
Lord's day, he fpent fome time in inftru&ing his Family, to 
which a few of his Friends and Neighbours in the Town 
would fometimes come in; and it was a little gJ.ea.Kv c& <^V 
portunity, but very (hort, for ( u htttai&i^ Ra'wwdS**** 

; -- • ^ 
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4* i> 9 wbo/boulJ rather have rejoyced, if by any means, the W*\ 
might be carried on in bis Peoples Souls. 

He obferves in hia Diary this Year, hour zealous People 
bad generally been for the Obfervation of Lent, a white ago, 
and how cold they are towards it now. The fame he Notes 
of Proceffions in Afceufipn-Wee\i for (faith he) what bath m 
good Foundation, wit not holdup long ; but in that which is Duty, 
and of God, it is good to be %eaUuffy affeSed always. 

In this Year ( I think ) was the firft time that he Adminiftred 
the Lord's Supper (very privately to be fore) after be was : 
Silenced by the AA of Uniformity ; and he did not do it without 
mature Deliberation. A fear of Separation kept him from it ; 
fo long ; what induced him to it at laft, I find thus under his I 
own Hand : lama Minifterof CbriSt, and asfueh t am obliged, ! 
Vir tute Officii, by all means to endeavour the good of Souls, fkn . 
here* s a company offerious Christians, wbofe Lot is cajt to live in 
a Parijh 9 where there is one fet over them, who Preacbetb ihi 
Truth j and they come to hear him, and join with him in other 
parts of Worfkipi only as to the Lor £s Supper \ theyfcruple the 
lawfulnefs of the Gefture of Kneeling ; ana he teUs them^ his 
bands are tyed, and he cannot admintfter it unto them am ether 
wayy wherefore they come to me, and tell me, they earnefily long 
for that Ordinance ; and there is a competent number of them* 
and opportunity to partake i and how dare 1 deny this fyquoft a 
theirs, without betraying my Minifierial Truft, and incurring tie 
Guilt of a grievous Omiffion. 

In February, 1 66j- Mr. Laurence and he were invited by 
fome of their Friends to Bet ley in Stajfordjhirc, and (there being 
fome little publick Connivance at that time ) with the Content 
of all concerned, they adventured to preach in the Church, 
one in the Morning, and the other in the Afternoon of the 
Lord's Day, very peaceably and profitably. This A&ion of 
theirs was prefently after Reported in the Houfe of Commons, 
by a Member of Parliament, with thefe Additions. That 
they tore the Common-Prayer Book, trampled the Surplice 
under their Feet, puil'd the MiniAcr of the place out* of the 
Pulpit, £?f. Reports which there was not the Jeaft Colour for, 
But that, with fome other fuch like ftlfe Stories, produced 
ad Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, to iffiie 
out a Proclamation, for the putting of the Laws in Execution, 
againft Papiils and NoncoxtfotmiftSj vAvvOa w&YSa&&, ^\& 



The LIFE of Mr. Philip Henrjr. pi 

accordingly 9 though the King at the opening of that SeJJim . 
a little before, had declared his deGre, that feme Cowrfe might 
be taken, tQ compofi the minds of bis Protedant Subje8s 9 in 
matters df Religion ; which had raifed the Expectations of 
fame, that there would be fpeedy enlargement ; but Mr. 
Henry had Noted upon it, JVe cannot expeft too little from Man, 
nor too much from GOD. 

And here it may be very pertinent to obferve, how industri- 
ous Mr. Henry was at this time, when he and his Friends 
fuffered fuch hard things from the Government, to preferve 
and promote a good affedtim to the Government qotwithftan- 
ding. It was commonly charged at that time upon the 
Nonconformiftsin general, efpecially from the Pulpits, that 
they were all a factious and turbulent People, as was faid 
of old, Eqra. 4. 1 5. hurtful to Kings and Provinces ; that their 
Meetings were for the Cowing of Sedition and Difcontents, and 
the like ; and there is fome reafon to think, that one thing 
intended by the Hardfloips put upon them, was to drive them 
to tbia I there is a way of making a Wife man mad : But how 
peaceably they carried themfelves, is manifeft to God, and in 
the Consciences of many. For an inftance of it, it will not 
be anu& to give fotne Account of a Sermon, which Mr. Hemy 
preached in fcme very private Meetings, fuch as were called 
Seditious Conventicles, in the Year 1 669. when it was a day 
of treading down, and of perplexity ; it was on that Text, 1 
PfaU 35. 20. Againjt them that are quiet in the Land ; Whence 
( not to curry favour with Rulers, for whatever the Sermon 
was, the very Preaching of k had it been known, muft have 
been feverely puniflied, but purely out of Conjcience towards 
God) he taugjht his Friends this Do&rine. That it is the Cha- 
racter of the People of God, that they are a quiet People in the 
Land. ' This Quietnefs he defcribed to be an orderly, peaceable 
' SubjeSion to Governours and Government in the Lord. We 
' muft maintain a Reverent Efteem of them, aod of their 
' Authority, in oppofition to defpifing Dominion, % Pet. x. 1 o. 
* we muft be MmJ, under fevere Commands, and burthen- 
' fome Impofitions, not murmuring and complaining, as the 
' Israelites againft Mofes and Aaron; but take them up as our 
c Crofs in our way, and bear them as we do foul Weather*, 
[ We muft not/peak, evil of Dignities^ Jubt %* W* iw&U *V* 
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c gods', Exod. 22. 28. Paul checked himfelf for this, A$i 
4 23. 5. ***$•*: I did not confider it, if I had, I would not I 
c have faid fo. We muft not traduce their Government, I 
' as Abfalom did David's, 1 Sam. 15.3. Great care is to be 
1 taken, how we fpeakof the faults of any, efpecially of Ru- 
C ' lers, l EccL 10. 20.— /The People of God do make the wori 

* of God their J^ule, and by that they are taught, ( 1 . ) That 
c Magiftracy is Gwfr Ordinance, and Magiftrates God's Mi- 
'■ nifters ; that by him Kings fyign, and the Powers chat be, 
c arc Ordained of him. (2.) That they as well as others, are to 
' have their Dues, Honour and Fear, and Tribute. ( 3. ) Thai 

* their lawful Commands are to be obeyed, and that readily 

* and chearfully, Tit. 3. 1. (4.) That the Penalties in; 

* flifted for not obeying unlawful Commands, are patiendy 
4 to be undergone. This is the Rule, and as many as walk 

according to this Rule, Peace /hall be upon them, and there 
can be no danger of their Vnpeaceablenefs. They are taught 
to pray for Kings and all in Authority, 1 Tim. 2. j . 2, and 
God forbid we fhould dootherwife: yea, tho' they Perfecnte, 
Jer. 29. 7. Peaceable Prayers befpeak a peaceable People, 
Pfal. 1 09. 4. If fome profeffing Religion have been unquiet, 
their unquietnefs hath given the lye to their Profemon. 
Jude%. 11, 12. Qdietnefs is our Badge, CoU. 3. ix. 'twill 
be our Strength, If a. 30. 7, 1 5. our Rejoycing in the day of 
Evil, Jer. 18. r8. it is pleafing to God, 1 Tim. x. 2, 3. it 
may work upon others, 1 Pet. 2. 12, 13. The means he 
prescribed for the keeping of us quiet, were to get our 
Hearts fill'd with the Knowledge and Belief of thefe Two 
Things, i. That the Kingdom of Ghrift, is not of this 
Wold, Joh. 18. 36. many have thought otherwife, and it 
made them unquiet. 2. That the wrath of Man worl^eth not 
tfx ^jghteoufnefs of God, Jam. 1. 20. he needs not our Sin 
tobringtopafs his own Counfel. We muft mortifie Un- 
quietnefs in the Cau/es of it, Jam. 4. 1. we muft always 
remember the Oath of God, Eccl. 8. 2. the Oath of AlU^l- 
anee is an Oath of Quietnefs : And we muft beware of the 
Company and Converfe of thofe that are unquiet, Prov. 22. 
24, 25. Tho* deceitful Matters be devis'd, yet we muft be 
quiet (till; nay, be fo much the more quiet. 

\ 
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I have been thus laxge in gathering thefe bints out of thac 
Sermon, ( which he took all occafions in other Sermons to 
inculcate, as all his Brethren likewife did ) thac if poffible it 
nay be a ConviStion to the prefenc Generation ; or however, 
may be a Witnefs in time to come, that the Ncmconformift 
Minifters, were not Enemies to Cafar, nor troublers of the 
Land ; nor their Meetings any way tending to the disturbance 
of the publick Peace, but purely defignd to help to repair 
the Decays of Chriftian Piety. 

All that knew Mr. Henry, knew very well that hie 
Pra&ife all his Days, was confonant to thefe his fettled 
Principles, 

In May, 1668. he return d again with his Family from 
Wbitechurch to Broad-Oak* which, through the good Hand of 
his God upon him, continued his fettled Home, without any 
remove from it, till he was removed to his long Home above 
twenty eight Years after. The edge of the Five Mile A<St 
began now a little to rebate, at lead in that Country ; and he 
was defirous to be more ufeful to the Neighbours, among whom 
God hath given him an Eftate, than he could be at a diftanc? 
from them, by relieving the Poor, employing the Labourers, 
efpecially inftru&ing the Ignorant, and helping as many as he 
could to Heaven. He made that Scripture his (landing Rule; 
and wrote it in the beginning of his Book of Account j, Pro. 
3. p, 10. Honour the Lord with thy Sub/lance, &c. Ana ha- 
ving fet apart a day of Secret Prayer and Humiliation, to beg 
of God a wife and an underftanding Heart, and to drop a Tear 
( as he expreffeth it ) over the fins of his Predecejfors, formerly in 
that ejiate ; he laid out himfelf very much in doing good. Ht 
was very ferviceable upon all Accounts in the Neighbourhood, 
and though it took up a great deal of his time, and hindre<$ 
him from his beloved Studies, yet it might be faid of biro, as 
the Biftiop of Salisbury faith of Archbiihop Tillotfon, in his 
Sermon at his Funeral, that he chofe rather to live to the good of. 
others than to himfelf ; and thought, that to do an AH of Charity, 
or even of Tender nefs and Kjndncfs, was of more value both in it 
felf 9 and in the fight of God r than to purfue the pompous parts 
of Learning, how muohfoever his own Genius might lead him to 

it. 

He was very ufeful in the common Cot&wvmtw\s» c5L <£» 

Tvwnlhip and Country, in which \\& vw ^\w* V 1 ^** 
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CounfeDcur ; it was indeed t mrr** tyfo* of Ar9d?itfi 
( fuch as it was) fo Ww as to Job, cbaf. 19, lr, n. Men 

ear and waited, and fyft filence at bis Counfil^ after Us 1 
tbeyfpakfnot again ; and many of the Neighbours who set 
pe&ed him not as a Minister, yet lov'd and honoured him ail 
knowing, prudent and humble Neighbour. In the Concent 1 
ments or private Families, he was very for from buffing him- 
felf, and further from feeking himfelf, but be was vary mock 
bufied, advifing many about their Affairs, and the difpofal of 
themfelves and their Children, arbitrating and compofing 
Differences among Relations and Neighbours, in which he 
had an excellent Faculty, and often good Succefi, inheritug 
the Bleffine entail'd upon the Peace-makers* References haw 
fometimes been made to him by Rule of Court, at the Ai&XL 
with Confent of Parties. He was very affable and eafle of 
accefsi and admirably patient in hearing every ones Complaint, 
which he would anfwer with fo much Prudence and Mildnefi, 
and give fuch apt advice, that many a time to Confute with him, 
jwas to ask Coun/el at Abel, and fo to end the matter. Hfr 
obferv'd in almoft all Quarrels that happned, that there was* 
fault on both fides; and that generally they were moft in the fault, 
that were moft forward and clamorous in their Complaint! 
One (making her moan to him, of a bad Husband (he had, 
that in this, and'toher inftance was unkind \ and (Sir,) faith 
fhe, after a long Complaint which he patiently heard, what 
would you have me to do now ? Why truly ( faith he ) / weuli 
"have you to go borne, and be a better Wife to him, and then yostl 
find that he will be a better Husband to sou. Labouring td per- 
jfwade one to forgive an injury that was done him; he 
urged this, Are you net a Christian ? and follow'd that Argu- 
ment fo clofe that at laft he prevailed. 
He was very induftrious, and oft fuccefsful in per fwading 

People, to recede from their Hjght,for Peace fakfi ; and he Would 
for that purpofe tell them Luther % Story of die two Goats, 
that met upon a narrow Bridge over a deep Water; they 
could not go back, they durft not fight ; after a fhort parly, 
one of tnem lay down, and let the other go over him, and no 
harm done. He would likewife relate fometimes a remarkable 
Storv worthy to be here inferted concerning a good Friend of 
Jus, Mt.T.T. of Whitchurch, whom his Youth was greatly 
imvpg'dby an unjuft Uncle ot "tea, >u&&t tstoi$a»C** 
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fortiori, which was 200 1. wti put into the hands of that 
VncJe; who when he grew up, fhnffled with him, and would 
give him hot 40 /. inflead of nis zoo /. and he had no way of 
recovering his Right hot by Law; but before he would en- 

Se in that, he was willing to advife with his Minifter, 
> was the famous Dr. Twiji of Newkerp; the Gounfel be 
gye him (all things confidcrcd ) was, fcr Peace fake, and 
r the preventing of Sin and Snares, and trouble, to take 
die 40 /. rather than contend ; and Thomas (faith the Do dor) 
if thou doff fi f ajfure thy felf, that God will mal(e it up to 
thee and thine, fome other way, and they that defraud thee wit 
be the lofers by it at loft. He did fo, and it pleafed God to 
co blefs that little which he began the World with, that 
when he died in a good old Age, he left his Son poflefi'd of 
fane Hundreds a Year, and fie that wrong'd him fell into 
decay. 
Many very pious worthy Families in the Country would 

Siy of Mr. Henry i that they had no Friend like minded, who 
id naturally care for their State, and fo affectionately fym- 
pathize with them, and in whom their Hearts could fafefy 
truSt. He was very Charitable to the Poor, and was full of 
Almfdeeds, which be did (as is laid of Tabitha, Atts 9. 36.) 
not which he faid he would do, or which he put others on to 
do, but which he did bimfelf, difpcrGng abroad and giving 
to the Poor, feeking and rejoycing in Opportunities of that 
kind: And whenever he gave an Alms for the Body, he ufu- 
ally gave with it a Spiritual Alms, fome good word of Coun- 
fel, Reproof, Inftru&ion or Comfort, as there was occafion, 
and in accommodating thefe to the Perfons he (poke to, he 
had a very great Dexterity. 

He was very forward to lend Money freely, to any of his 
poor Neighbours that had occafion, and would fomerimes 
say, that in many Cafes there was more Charity in lending 
than in giving, becaufe it obliged the Borrower both to Ho- 
nefty ana InJuftry. When one of His Neighbours, to who in 
he had lent three Pound, fail'd ; fo that he was never likely 
to fee a Farthing of k, he writes thus upon it ; notwithft ant- 
ing thi % yet ft ill J judge it my Duty to lend, /u*3v <fri\K£>r, 
nothing dejpairingy fo Or. Hammand reads it^ Lukg &. y> % 
Though what is lent in Charity be not rep e\l r ^et \x»>&\sk~ 
bfh Whea tbofe that had borrowed Utawi <& \»s* ^^ 
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him again, he ufually gave diem back fome part, to encou- 
iage Honefty . He judged the caking of moderate Incetfef) 
for Money lawful, where the Borrower was in a way d 
gaining by it: But he would advife his Friends that had Mo- 
ney, rather to difpofe of it other ways, if they could. 

It muft not be forgotten, how pun&ual and exaft he w» 
, in all his accounts with Tenants, Workmen, S?c. being al- 
ways careful to keep fuch things in blacky and white (ash* 
us'd to fay ) which is the fureft way to prevent Miftakes, and 
a Man's wronging either himfelf or his Neighbour; fuch 
was his Prudence y and fuch his Patience and Peaceablenefi 
that at all the time he was at Broad-Oa^ he never fued any, 
nor ever wa^ fued, but was. inftrumental to prevent many a 
vexatious Law-Suit among his Neighbours. He ufed to lay, 
There are four Utiles to be duly obferved in going to Law 5 ( i. J 
We muft not go to Law for Trifles, as he dtd who /aid, be 
would rather Jpend a Hundred Pound in Law, than lofp a Penny- 
worth of hi ^ight y Matt. 5. 39, 40, 4,1. (i.) We musl net 
be ra(h and h^fty in it f but try all other means pojfible to comfpji 
differences wherein he that yields mofty as Abraham did to Lot, 
is the better Man, and there n nothing losJ by it in the end. 1 Cor. 
6. I, 2. (3.) We musl fee that it be without Malice or defirt 
of Revenge. If the undoing of our Brother , be the end of our 
going to Law, as it is with many , 'tis certainly evil \ and it Jpeeds 
accordingly. ( 4. ) It musl be with a Dijpojition to Peace, whenr 
ever it may be had, and an Ear open to all Overtures of that kind* 
The Two Mottoes proper for the great Guns are applicable to 
this, Uptio ultima Regum, and Sic quarimw Pacem. 

Four Rules he fometimes gave to be obferved in our Con* 
verfe with Men : Have Communion with few j Be familiar with 
one ; Deal y'uftly with all; Speak evil of none. 

He was noted for an extraordinary neat Husband about hh 
Houfe and Ground, which he would oftcri fay, he could n<H 
endure to fee like the Field of the S loathful, and the Vineyard 9j 
the Man voidofVnderftanding. And it was ftrange, .howeafil] 
one that had been bred up utterly a Stranger to fuch things j 
yet when God fo ordered his Lor, acquainted himfelf with 
and accommodated himfelf to die Affairs of the Country 
making it the Diverfibn of his vacant Hours, to over-fee hi: 
Gardens and Fields ; when he better uhderftood that known 
£/oJc of Hjrace, Bsatus He qui procul negating then be (Ji(3 
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Tvhen inliis Yourh he made an ingenious Tratiflatim cJF it. 
His Care of this kind was an A& of Charity to poor Labou- 
rers whom he employed; and it *as a good Example to his 
Neighbours, as well- as for the Comfort of his Family. His 
Cbnverfe likewife with thefe things was excellently improved, 
Ibr Spiritual Purpofes, by occafional Meditations, Hints of 
which there are often in his Diary, as thofe that converfed 
with him had many in Difcourfe ; Inftances of this were e ajy, 
but endlej! to give. He us'd to fay, that therefore many of 
the Scripture Parables and Similitudes are taken from the com- 
mon A&ioris of this Life, that when our Hands are employed 
about them, our Hearts may the more eafily pafs through 
them to Divine and Heavenly things. I have heard him 
often blame thofe, whofe irregular Zeal in the Profeffion of 
Religion, makes them to negle tl their Worldly Bufinefi and let 
the Houfe drop through; the Affairs of which the good Man 
will order with Difcretion; and he would tell fometimes of a 
Religious Woman, whofe Fault it was, how fhe was convin* 
ced of it^by means of an intelligent godly Neighbour; who 
coming into the Houfe, and finding the good Woman, fat 
in the Day, in her Clofer, and the Houle fadly negle<9ed, 
Children not tended, Servants not minded ; PVuai, faith he, 
* there no Fear of God in this Houfe ? which much ffartled 
and affe£ted the good Woman, that over-heard Bim. He 
Would often fay, Every thing is beautiful in its Seafin* and 
that it is the Wifdom of the Prudent, fo to order the Duties of 
their general Callings as Chriftians, and thofe of their particular 
Callings in the World, as that they may not clafh or interfere ; I 
have heard it obferved from Ecel.j. 16. That there may be 
**>er-doing in well-doing. 

I cannot omit one little Paflage in his Diary, becaufe it 
■"pay be inftrudfci ve : When he was once defired to be bound 
for one that had upon a particular Occaiion, been bound for 
"im, he writes, Solomon faith, He that hatcth Suretijhip is 
fure; but he faith alfo, he that hath Friends muft (hew him f elf 
friendly . But he always cautioned thofe that became Sureties, 
*K>tto be bound for any more than they knew themfclves able 
*£ pay, nor for more than they would be willing to pay, if 
«c Principal fail. 
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His Houfe at Bwi-Oa\p wa# by tb* IW4 fide, 
though it had its Inconveniencies, yef (h# wwJ4f*y) pleafrd 
him well, becaufic it gave bis Fjiepds an OpporttfnK y of cal* 
ling on him the ofener, and gave him an Opportunity of he? 
ing kind to Strangers, and iqch p were any way dtitai&d 
upon the Road, to whom he was upon till Occafions, cheer* 
fully ready, fully anfwering the ApoftWs C^ftra&et of a Bt 
fhop, that he muft be of good Behaviour, ( «4uvO*, decent, afr 
fable, and obliging ) and £«»#» f • Hogfitafity^ i Tiw. 3. a.' 
like Abraham, fitting at hi* Tent- Door* in aueft of Opport 
tunities to do good. If he mat with any Poor near his Houfe, 
and gave them Alms in Money, yet ha would bid them go 
to his Door befides for Relief there, H? was very tender 
and companionate towards poor Strangers &pd Travellers, 
though bis Charity and Gandor were often injpofed upon by 
Cheats and Pretenders, whom he was not apt to be Uifpfefr 
ous of; but would fay in the moft favourable Senfe, Thm 
knoweft not the Heart of a Stranger. If fUiy asked his Charity, 
whofe Reprefentation of their Cafe he did not like, or who 
he thought did amifs to cake that Courfe, he would firft givs 
them an Alms, and then mildly reprove them ; and labour 10 
convince them that they were out of the w*y of Duty, and 
that they could not expert that God fhould blefs them in it; 
and wouJd not chid them, but reafon with them: And he 
would lay, if he fhould tell them of their Faults, and not give 
them an Alms, the Reproof would look only like an Egcnff 
to deny his Charity, and would be xeje&ed accordingly. 

In a Word, his greateft Care about the things of this World 
was, how to do good with what he had, and to devife Itimd 
things 1 defiring to make no other Acceilion to his Eftatat 
but only that Bleffing which attends Beneficence. He did 
firmly believe (and it fhould feem few do) that what is g* 
veri to the Poor, * lent to the Lord y who will pay it agakllfl 
Kind or Kin dried; and that Religion and Piety is undoubted- 
ly the beft Friend to outward Profperity, and he found it fo; 
for it pleafed God abundantly to blefs his Habitation, andte 
make a Hedge about him, and about hi Houfe, and about at that 
be bad roundabouts And though he did not delight himfelf 
in the Abundance of Wealth; yet, which is far better, he 
delighted himfelf in the Abundance of Peace, Pfal.^j m II. 

AJi that he hid and did obfeiVabVj pro^ered, foxhat the 
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Country oftentimes cook notice of it, and called his Family, 
A Family which the Lord bad tkffed. And his Comforts of this 
kind were ( as he flfed to pray they might be ) Oyl to the 
Wheels of hi Obedience, and in the (Jfe of thefe things he 
ftfved the Lord his God with joyfidnefl and gladnefi of Heart, 

et ftill mindfal of and grieved for. the Affliction of Jofepb. 

le would fay fometimes, when he was in the raidft of the 
Comforts of this Life, as that good Man; Alt this, and Hea- 
ven too ! furely then we ferve a good Mafter. Thus did the 
Lord blefs him, and make him a Bleffing j and this abun- 
dant Grace through the Thankfgif ing of many, redounded 
to the Glory of God. 

Having given this general Account of his Circum fiances at 
Broad-Oat^ we ihall now go on with his Story f efpecially as 
to die Exercife of his Miniftry there, and thereabouts ; for 
that was his ri %&<*, the thing in which he was, and to which 
he wholy gave-himfelf, taking other things £* W^^>«. After 
this Settlement at Broad-Oak* whenever there was Preaching 
at Whitewell Chappel ( as nfually there was Two Lord's Da) s 
in the Month) he constantly attended there with his Family, 
was nfually with the firft, and reverently joined in the Pub- 
lick Service 5 he diligently wrote the Sermons ; always ftaid 
if the Ordinance of Baptifm was adminiftred, but not if 
there were a Wedding, for be thought that a Solemnity not 
proper for the Lord's Day. He often Dirid the Minifter that 
preach'd ; after Dinner he fang a Pfahn, repeated .the Morn- 
ing Sermon, andpray'd; and then attended in like manner in 
the Afternoon. In the Evening be preach'd to bis own Fa- 
mily ; and perhaps Two or Three of his Neighbours would 
drop in to him. On thofe Lord's Days when there was no 
Preaching at the Chappel, be fpent the whole Day at Home, 
and many an excellent Sermon he preach'd, when there were 
prefent only Four befides his own Family (and perhaps not 
(b many ) according to the Limitation of the Conventicle Aft. 
In thefe narrow private Circumftances be preached over the 
former part of the Aflemblies Catechtfm, from divers Texts, 
be alfo preached over Pfabn 1 1 6. befides many particular oo 
cafional Subje&s. 

What a Grief of Heart it was to him, to be thus $ut lad- 
der a Bufbel, and confra'd to fetch a. rawer* ^Jdkw. <& *W^- 
fonefs, mi in Us own Words, <rimh\ ls*L*5i«8Kta* < * fi S 
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of Sin Elegy he nfiade (to give vent to hia Thoughts) upon 
the Death of his worthy Friend Mr, George Mainwanng, 
fometime Minifter of Malpas, ( who was filenced by the AS 
of Uniformity, and died March 14, i6$4.) wherein he thm 
£e wails (feelingly enough) the like keftraints and Confine- 
ments of his Friend. 

Hi later Tears be fadly fl>entf 
Wrapt up in Silence and l\eftraintl 
A Burthen, fitch as none de kpow. 
But they that do it undergo. 
To have a Fire flout up and pent 
Within the Bowels , and no vent\ 
To have gorg'd Breafts, and by a Law} 
Thofethat fain wou'd, forbidden to draw} 
But his dumb Sabbaths here 9 did prove 
Loud crying Sabbaths in Heavn above. 
His Tearsy when be might fow no more,' 
Watering what he had /own before.' 

■ 

Soon after his Settlement at Broad-Oak, he took a' young 
Scholar into the Houfe with him; partly to teach his Son, 
and partly to be a Companion to himfelf to converfe with 
him, and to receive Help and Inftru&ion from him; andfoi 
many Yean, he was feldom without one or other fuch ; who 
before their going to the Univerfity , or in the Intervals of 
,their Attendance there, would be in his Family, fitting under 
his Shadow. , One of the firft he had with him, in the Yen 
1 66%. (and after} vH&lAx.WiUiamTurncr, born in the Neigh- 
bourhood ; afterwards of Edmund Hall in Oxford, now Vicar 
of Walter ton in Suffix, to whom the World is beholden fof 
that elaborate Hijiory of all Heligions, which he Publilhed in 
the Year 1695, and from whom is earneftly expe&ed the 
Berformance of that noble and ufeful Projedt for the Hecori 
of Providences. Betwixt Mr. Henry mi him there was a moft 
entire and affe&ionate Friendfhip; and notwithstanding that 
Diftance of Place, a conftant and endearing Correfpondence, 
kept up as long as Mr. Henry liv'd. 

It was obferv'd- that feveral young Men who had fojourn'd 

with him, and were very hopeful and likely to be ftrvice- 

*hle to their Generations, dj & faoa afcwt taect woaaval from 
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him; (I could inftance in Six or Seven) as if God had fenc 
themto him to be prepared for another World, before they 
were cail'd for out of this; yet never any dy'd while they 
Were with him. 

• ' He had fo great a Kindnefs for the UniverGty, and valued 
fo much the mighty Advantages of Improvement there, that 
be advk'd all his Friends who defign d their Children for 
Scholars, to fend them thither, for many Years after the 
Change, though he always counted upon their Conformity. 
But long Experience altered his mind herein, and he chofe 
rather to keep lots own Son at home with him, and to give him 
what help he could there, in his Education, than venture him 
into the Snares and Temptations of the Vniverfity. 
: It was alfo foon after this Settlement of his at Broad-Oal^ 
that he contracted an intimate Friendfliip with that learned, 
and pious, and judicious Gentleman Mr. Hunt of Boreatton, 
(.the Son of Colonel Hunt of Salop) and with his excellent 
Lady Frances, Daughter of the Right Honourable the Lord 
Faget. The Acquaintance then begun betwixt Mr. Henry 
and- that worthy Family continued to his dying Day, about 
Thirty Years. One Lord's Day in a Quarter ne commonly 
foent with them, befides other Interviews : And it was a con- 
ftant rejoicing to him to fee Religion and the Power of God- 
linefs uppermoft, in fuch a Family as that, when not many 
Mighty, not many Noble are called; and the Branches of it 
Branches of Rigbteoufnefi, the Planting of the Lord. Divers of 
the Honourable Relations of that Family contrafted a very 
great Refpecft for him, particularly the prefent Lord Paget 9 
now his Majefty'g AmbafTador at the Ottoman Court, and 
Sir Henry Afhurft, whom we fhall have Occafion afterwards 
|x> make mention of. 

In the time of Trouble and Diftrefs, by the Conventicle 
A&, in 1670. he kept private and ftir'd little abroad, as loth 
to offend thofe that were in Power, and judging it Prudence 
lo gather in bis Sails, when the Storm was violent: He then 
pbferv'd, as that which he was troubled at; " That there 
" was a great deal of precious time loft among Profeflbrs, 
<c when they came together, in difcourfing of their Adven- 
" turesto meet, and their Efcapes, which tafew^vw&R^ 
f c more to fer up felf, than to give G\orj \oQkA* K&c>\sk 
telling how they got together, and Cu<& * ora^^^^T^ 
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Uttle enquiring what Spiritual Benefit and Advantage was 
reaped by it ; and that we are ape to make the Circutnftanccs 
of our Religious Services, inore the Matter of our DUbonife, 
than the Subftance of them. 

We (hall clofe this Chapter with Two Remarks out of his Di- 
ary, in the Year, 1 67 1 . which will fljew what Manner of Spirit 
he was of, and what were his Sentiments of things at that 
time. One is this, All acknowledge that there is at this Day a 
Number of fiber, peaceable M*v y both btinificrs and ethers, 
among Diflentcrs, but who either faith or doth any thing H obBj* 
them; who defireth or endeaveureth to open the Door to let in fitch; 
nay, do they not rather frovokt them to run into the fame Extra* 
vagancies with others by making m Difference, hut laying had en 
them as if they were as bad as the wersl. 'Tis true that abdut 
this time the Lord Keeper Bridgman and Bilhop WiUeina f and 
the Lord Chief Jufticc Bale* were making fome Overtures 
towards an Accommodation with them » but it is as true, 
thattbofe Overtures did bat the more eiafperate their Adra-> 
faries, ( who were ready taaeconnt fisch moderate Men, At 
worft Enemies the Church of England bad) and thefivefav 
was, greater Ads of Severity. 

Another is this, If at that hath been /aid and written tv from 
that Prelacy is Antichriftiati and that it it unlawful to ieium 
the Common-Prayer, had hern effeBuaUy tor. ferfmde Bifrnps * 
ftudy and do the Duty of Chu*tb-%$krs y in preaching and finding 
the Flocks according to theWevd, and to ferfwait People tuba 
feriaus inward, and fpiritualim ihaVfe of Forms, it tad been 
much better with the Church ef God in England, than it neve is. 
Confonaat to the Spirit ef this Remark, Was that which he 
took all Occafioosto mcroon as his fettled Principle. In 
thofe things wherein all the People of God are agreed, I miM Jfend 
my X^eal 5 and wherein they differ I will endeavour ft walk accor- 
ding to the Light tbaaGed hath given me, and charitably 
that others, do fi tee. 
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CHAP. VI 

His Liberty by the Indulgence in the tear, i6jl. and 
thence forwards to the Tear i 68 1. 

• 

T^TOtwithftanding the fevere A<2t agtinft Conventicles, in 
•f*^ the Year, 1670. yet the Nonconlbrmifts in London \eru- 
tttr'd to fet up Meetings in 1671. and were conniv'dat; but 
in the Cotintfjr there was little liberty taken till the King's 
Declaration of March % 15. 167?- gaVcf Countenance and 
Encouragement to it. What were the. fecret Springs which 
produced that Declaration Time difcovered } however, it was 
tQ the poor Diflenters as life from the Dead, and pre them 
ftiMtrtWvfffg in thiir Bondage, God gfacioufly ordering it fb, 
that the Spirit he tad made might Hot/**/ before bint. But fo 

{reoarieus a Liberty was it, that it fcotfkl ntvti be faid, thoft 
'edple Were bard to be pleafed t who were fo wellpleajed with 
that, and thanked God, who rat fuch 4 thing irito the King's 
Heart. The Tenor of that Declaration tfas this ; In Con* 
fideration of the ineffiedty of HJjgor 9 tryed for divers Tears- and 
to incite Stranger* into the Kjngdom, ratifying the Efiablifhmenw 
in the Church of England, itfufpends Penal Laws againft all 
Nonconformists and HfcufanfSy promifctb to Lieenfe fe far ate Places 
for Meetings, limiting Pafifts only to private Hoqfet. 

On this Mt. Henry writes, " It is a thing diverfly refentedj 
" as Mens Ifttdrefis lead them ; the CdnformiAs A^w/W, the 
" Presbyterians #W, the Independents veryglad 9 the Paoifts 
u triumph. The Danger is (faith he) left the allowing of fepe* 

* rate Places help to overthrow oar PariJb-OrdeY, which God 
" hath oxtridy and to beget Divifions and Animofities among 
" os, which no honeft Heart but would rather ihould be frea* 
" led* We are put hereby ( (kith he ) into a Trilemma^ either 
" to turn Independents in Pra&ice, 6r to ftrike in with the 

* Conformifts, or to fit down in forme* Silence and Sufferings 
** ( and Silence he accounted one of the glreateft Sufferings ) till 
" the Lord ihall open a more effe&ual Door. That .which 
" ( he faith ) he then heartily wifhedfor, was, Thatthofe who 
gt . were in Place, would admit the fobe? N«ncwform\$U \» 
t ptetok fomerimes ectafmally in xhfc\& ?\&ott&\ Vi "tf»^ 
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a means he thought Prejudices would in time wear off on 
" both fides, and they might mutually ftrengthen each others 
" Hands againft the common Enemy the Pafifts ; who he 
" forefaw would fifh beft in troubled Waters. This he would 
chufe much rather than to keep a feperate Meeting : But it 
could not be had ; do, not fo much as leave to preach in 
W;i7wW/-Chappel when it was vacant, as it often was, though 
'twere Three long Miles from the Parilh-Church. He found 
that fome People, the more they are courted, the more co) 
they are ; however, the Overtures he made to this purpofe, 
and the flow Steps he took towards thefettingup of a difiuxft 
Congregation, yielded him Satisfaction afterwards in the 
Hefle&ion, when he could fay, we would have been united, 
and they mould not/ 

. 'Twas feveral Weeks after the Declaration came out, thtt 
lie received a Licenfe to Preach, as Paul did, in hisown Houfe, 
and elfe where, no Man forbidding him. This was procured for 
him by fome of his Friends in London, without his Privity, and 
came to him altogether uriexpe&ed. The ufe he made of it 
was, that at his own Houfe,. what he did before to his own 
Family, and in Private, the Doors being (hut for Fear, he 
now did more publickly ; threw his Doors open, and wel- 
comed his Neighbours to him, to partake of bis Spiritual things : 
Only one Sermon in the Evening of the Lord's Day, when 
there was Preaching at £P2»7eiw//-ChappeI, where he ftillcon^ 
tinued his Attendance with his Family and Friends as ufual ; 
but when there was not, he fpent the whole Day, at Publick 
time, in the Services of the Day, Exfofition of the Scriptures 
read and Preaching, with Prayer and Praife. This he did 
gratis, receiving nothing for his Labours, either at home or 
abroad, but the Satisfaction of deing good to Souls ( which 
was his Meat and Drink ) with the Trouble and Charge of 
giving Entertainment of many of his Friends, which he did 
with much Cheerfulnefs ; and he would fay, he fometimes 
thought that the Bread did even multiply in the breaking ; 
and he found that God did abundantly blefs his Pro vifion, 
with that Blefling, which, as he u fed to fay, will wake a little 
to go a great wny. He was wont to obferve, for the Encourage- 
ment of fuch as had Meetings in their Houfes, ( which fome- 
times drew upon them Inconveniences ) That the Ar^isaGueft, 
a6js a/tp/tyspajs wsllfot its Entertainment* KtvA, Yk, wrtsd^that 
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When Chrift had borrowed Peter's Boat to Preach a Sermon 
out of it, he prefently repaid him for the Loan, with a great 
draught of Fijhes, Lu\e 5. 3,4. 

Many Thoughts of Heart he had, concerning this ufe he 
made of the Liberty, not knowing what would be in the End 
hereof; but after ferious Confideration, and many Prayers, he 
faw his way very plain before him, and addreffed himfelf with 
all Diligence, to- the Improvement of this Gale of Opportuniy. 
Some had difmal Apprehenfions of the Iffue of it ; and that 
there would be an after-reckoning : But ( faith he ) let us mind 
our Duty, and let God alone to order Events, which are his 
Work, not ours. 

' It was a Word upon the Wheels, which he preached at that 
time for his own Encouragement, and the Encouragement 
of his Friends, from that Scripture, EccL 11. 4. He that ob- 
firves the Wind JhaW notfow, and be that regardeth the Clouds 
/hall not reap. Thofethat are minded either to do good, or 

fee good, muft not be frighted with feeming Difficulties and 
>ifcouragements. Our Work is to low and reap, to do good 
and set good ; arid-let us mind that, and let who will mind 
the winds and Clouds. A Lion in the way, a Lion in the 
Streets ; a very unlikely Place ( he would fay ) for Lions to 
be in ; and yet that ferves the Sluggard for an Excufe. 
. r While this Liberty lafted, he was in Labours more abundant j 
many Lectures he preached abroad in Sbropfhire, Cbejhire> 
and Denbigh/hire, laying out himfelf exceedingly for the good 
of Souls, fpendinja; and being fpent in the Work of the Lord. 
And of that Neighbourhood and of that Time it was faid, 
chat this and thaf Man) was born again, then and there \ and 
many there were who asked the way to Sion with their 
Face thitherwards, and were (not Profelyted to a Party, 
but) favingly brought home to Tcfus Chrift. I mean this ; 
fuch as had been vain and worldly, and carelefs, and rnind- 
Iefs of God and another World, became fober and ferious and 
concerned about their Souls, and a future State. This was 
the Converfion of Souls, aimed at, and laboured after, and 
through Grace, not altogether in vain. Whatever Le&ures 
were fet up in the Country round, 'twas frill defired that 
Mr. Henry would begin them ( which was tta^^cfe^sK&L 
Encouragement ro thofe who were to catr] ^aK^ wC\*s&- 
very happy Ac. was, both in the Ctatet wA lfcasasp®*^ 
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of his tubje3s at fucb Opportunities, feeking to find ottt ** 
eoptablo Words. Ttkeone Specimen of hi* Addrtfs, when hi 
began a Le&ure with a Sermon on Hsb. n. i $. * I adore yon 
u ( (hitb he ) and God is toy Witneli, I am not come to preach, 
either Sedition againft the Peace of the States or Sckifm 
againft the Peace of the Church, by perfwacung you to 
tins or that Opinion or Party* bat as a Minister of Quifij 
that bath received Mercy from the Lord, to defire to be 
faithful, my Errata! k to exhort you to all pof&bie Scriouf' 
<c nefi, in the great BufifleCs of your Eternal Salvation f ac* 
cording Go my Text, which if the Lord will make aa pro- 
fitable to you, as it is material and of Weight in it fidf* 
neither yon nor I flutt have Caufe to repent our coning 
" hither* and our being here to Day ; homing diligent fa U& 
** any of you fail of the Grac* of God. If k were the laft Sernoa 
* I were to pleach, I did not know how to take my aim bet* 
'* tefiodo you good. 

In doing of this Work, he often (aid, that be looked up* , 
oo b*mfd£ but as a» Affiftant to the Parijh Mini/tors, in, gn* \ 
ntoting thecoAimofl Interefta oJbCbrift's Kingdom, audi ths 
cotatstoi* Solvation of precious Souls, by the Explication aqd 
Application tf thofd great Tr&tbs, wherein wear* all agreei ' 
And he wdaMcompast the Cafe to that hi He%etiah\ qjn^ : 
\yhea the Levittfhelped the Priefis to kill she jacrraca. Which 
waa ibtneching of an< irregularity ? but the Exigence of 
Afiairs- called for k * the Prieifo being,, too few, and feme . 
of thtm not fi> careful a» they ftouid have been, to fam&ifie 
tbem&lvn, fee iChr, x?..$4. and *hcrever be Prlached* be 
ufisdlyjtf^VfortheFarifti Mintfker, and tor a Bleffing, upo* 
hk Mrdfhy. He hath often feidl bow well pkaa'd be was, 
when af ki be had ptetfthed a Ledure at Ofiofofiry t he wen* MP 
vifk the Minifter of the Place, Mr. Edwards* a wonhygoe4 
Mm» i and told him, be bad been fo wing a baodf al of Seed 
afnongbis People, and had this Anfwer* That's xnU f the JLa+d 
pro/per yo*r Seed and mine t<h r theirs need enough of a* kooky 
Ami another worthy Conforraift that came privately to bear 
hun^ hut wat reprimanded for it by his SupericfUr*, told 
fajsd afterward* with tears, that his Heart was with him. 

His Heart was wonderfully enlarged tn> bis Work at this 
ttmc* the Fields were white u?evf the Hatveft ^ and he w*a 
bv£e f aad (fed did FemarMA* w^ 
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to his Miniftry, which much confirmed him in what he did. 
He hath this obfervable paflage in his Diary, about this time, 
which he recorded for bis after Benefit ( and the Example of 
ic may be inftruAive ) Remember that if trouble fhould coma 
hereafter, for what we Jo now in the uje of frefent Liberty, 
I neither (brink, from it y nor fink^under it $ for I do therein af+ 
prow ntyjfelf to God, and to my own Confcience, in Truth And Uju 
rightnefs • and the Lord whom I feri>e> can and will certain!? 
hath hear me out, and bring me off with comfort in the end. t 
fay 9 Renumber, and forget it not, this 14th day 0/ March, 167 J. 

'Twas at tne beginning of this Liberty, that the Society, 
at jBraad^Oa^ did Commence ; made up ( befides tbeit 
Neighbourhood ) of fome out of Whitchurch, and Whitchurch 
ftpifti r that had been Mr. Porter s People, fome out of Hanmer 
Fariih, that had been Mr. SteeCs and fome out of the Pariflkg* 
dSWem, Prees and Rllifinere, Perfons generally of vetf 
moderate and fober Principles, quiet and peaceable LiVtt, 
and hearty weH-witers to the King and Government j and 
not Rigid or ScMfmatieal in their Separation, but willing ft* 
attend r though (Sometimes with difficulty and hazard )opotr 
ibofe Ackainiftrarions which they found moft lively and 
edifying, and mdft helpful to them, in the great bufinef* of 
working out theft Salvation. To this Society he would never 
catt hiaifelf a Pa (lor? Mr was he wiling that they fhoirtd call 
btmfo j bat a fielper^Uhd a MirtiftW of Chrift for their good. 
Ha would fay, That keloid upon bit family, only at his Charge, 
awtbioPr caching to jtbers was hit accidental, whom if they came, 
beemidm more turn away > than he could a fear hungry Man, thaw 
(bemldcame te hit door, for an Alms. And being a Mini/let of 
Refits Chrift, he thought bimfetf bound to Pleach the Gofpel, at 
b* bad opportunity, '' 

Ufually once a Mdrfth h* admkitftred the Ordinance of 
the Lord^ Sapper. Some of his Opporfartmcs of that kind 
be fete a pavticukr Remark upon, >hr fwm Sealing Day*, ttv 
oft which he fottftd it §60d to draw mat to God. 

When about the Yam end there wtt d general Expedition* 
of the Cancelling of the Indulgence : He hath thisNote uporr 
* precious Sabbath and SacramOn* day, as he calls it, " perhapf 
14 this may bethekft, Fafberthy willbe a\me - y k it good ht 
^ us to be at ftich Uncertainties ; for now ^w* w«iw*«afc 
'•■• liberty from our Ftakef, frefcem to* > t*^itf»«M** 
'fweetdiof a//, *■** 
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On the 3d. of March, 167%. being Saturday night, die 
Town of £*4m in Shropfhire ( about fix Miles from turn ) w» 
burnt down; the Church, Market- Houfe, and about One 
hundred twenty fix dwelling Houfes, and one Man, in little 
more than an Hours time, the Wind being exceeding vio- 
lent; at which time Mr. Henry was very helpful to his Friendi 
there, both for their fupport under, and their improvemett 
of this fad Providence. It was but about half a Year before, 
that a threatning Fire had broke out in that Town, but did 
little hurt ; fome ferious People there, prefenily after Cele- 
brated ^Thanksgiving for their Deliverance, in which Mr.JFfr*- 
ry imparted to them a Spiritual Gift (Ocfo.3. 1676.) from 
Zech. 3. 1. Js not th» a brand plucl(d out of the Fire? Id the 
clofe of that Sermon, prefling tbem from the-confiderationof 
that remarkable Deliverance,, to perfonal Reformation and 
Amendment of Life: That thpfe who had been Proud, Co- 
vetous, Paflionate, Lyars, Swearers, Drunkards, Sabbath- 
breakers, would be fo no more; and urging £{r. 9. 13, 14, 
he added, If this Pi evidence have not thus effeFt upon ym % pa 
may in reafon expeB another Fire; foryfkenrQod judgeth hpwU 
overcome 1 and minded them of Lev. x$. where 'tis fi> often 
threatned againft chofe who walk contrary to God, that he. 
would pumfh, them yet /even times more. The remembrance 
of this could not but be affe&ing, wfeep in fo fhort a time 
after, the whole Town was laid in Ruin?. The firft time be 
went thither after jhat Calamity, a Neighbouring Jufticfc 
having notice of it, fent to forbid him to preach, to his own 
Grief as well as to the Grief of many others, who came 
expe&ing. But ( faith he in his Diary } there was a vifiblc 
Sermon before us, the Rains Preaching* that Sin k an evil 
thing, and God a terrible God. However, a few days after, 
he got an Opportunity 6f Preaching to them a word in Sea- 
fon, which fome will npt forget, from Hcf 6. 1 . Come, and 
let us return unto the; Lord, for he hath tern— And at the 
return of the Year, when the Town was in the Rebuilding, 
be gave them another very fuitable Sermon, from Pro. 3. 
93. The Curfe of the Lord is in the Houfe of the wicked, but b* 
ilejfetb the Habitation of the juft. " Though it be rifing a- 
" gain (faith he in his Diary) out of itsAfhes, yet the burn- 
fC ing of it fhould not be foigovttv, tfigccUU^ ngt the Sin 
" that kindled it. He oftptatf Afof &W»* ^^tY^ytti*^* 
fe a tiffining Fire. ^ 
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In the Years, 1677, 1678, and 1679. in the Cdurfeof 
Miniftry at Broad-Oak f he preached over the Ten Com- 
-mandments, and largely open'd from other Texts of Scripture 
the Duties required, and Sins forbidden, in each Command- 
ment. For tho* none delighted more than he in Preaching 
'Christ and Gojbel-Grace; yet he knew, that Chrift came not 
to deftroy the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil ; and that, 
-thbugb through Grace we are not under the Law, as a Cove- 
nant j yet we are under it as a Hule, under she Law to Chrift. 
He was very large and particular in preffing fecond Table Du- 
tfesy aseflential to Chriftianity. " We have known thofe 
<c (faith he) that have called preaching on fuch Subjects, good 
€C Moral Preaching" ; but let them call it as they will, I am 
five it is neceffary, and as much now as ever. How earneftly 
would he prefs upon the People, the neceffity of Rigbceouf- 
nefe and Honcfty, in their whole Converfation. " A good 
" Chriftian (he us'd to fay) will be a good Husband, and 
*' a good Father, and a good Matter, and a good Subje&, 
* € and a good Neighbour, and fo in other Relations. How 
often would he urge to this purpofe, that it is the WW and 
Command of the Great God, the Character of all the' Citi- 
zens of Sion, the Beauty and Ornament of our Chriftian Pro- 
feffion; and the fureft way to thrive and profper in the 
World. Honefty i the left Policy. He would fay, that thefe 
are things in which the Children of this World are competent 
Judges. They that know not what belongs to Faith and Re- 
pentance, and Prayer, yet know what belongs to the making 
of an honeft Bargain : they are alio Parties concern d, and 
oftentimes are themfelves careful in thefe things ; and there- 
fore thofe who profefs Religion, (hould walk very circum- 
fpe&Jy, that the Name of God and his Do&rine be not blaf- 
phemed, nor Religion wounded through their fides. Thus 
he preached, and his conftant Pra&ife was a Comment upon 
it. One thing I remember he was more than ordinarily en- 
larged in the preffing of which was upon the Ninth Com- 
mandment, to Jpeak evil of no Mm, from Tit. 3. 2. If wc 
can- lay no good of Perfons, we muft fay nothing of them. 
He gave it as a Rule. Never to Jpeal{ of any ones faults to 
tthers, till we have firft Jpokfn of them to the Offender himfclf » 
He was himielf an eminent Example o£ xSkns^oA*. ^wcm. 
thdthtve comers d much with hun. taiNfc fo&> Twx^ 
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jjever beard him fpeak evil of any Body; nor could lie bear 
to bear any fpoken eviUof, but often drove away a Backbiting* 
tongue with an angry Countenance. He was known to be iff 
Faithful a Patron of Offenders before others, as be wail 
Faithful Reprover of them to themfelves. # 

Whenever he preached of Moral Duties, he would alwayi 
have fomething of Christ in his Sermon; either his£,#*v is 
the great Pattern of the Duty, or bis Love, aa the great M* 
rive to it; or his Merit, as making Atonement for the negleft 
of it. 

In the Year 1 680. he preached over the Do&rines cf Faith 
and Repentance, from feveral Texts of Scripture. Hett'd 
to fay, that he had been told concerning *he famous Mr. 0*4 
that fome called him in fcow, Faith andRepentdnce; becarir be 
infifted fo much upon thofe two, in all bia preaching. B* 
(faith he) ifthn be to be vile, I mil be yet more t>#7r; tut Faidl 
and Repentance are all in all in Chriftianity. 

Concerning Repentance he hath fometimes faid, * If I 
a were to die in the Pulpit, I would defire to die preaching 
* Repentance ; as if 1 die out of the Pulpit, I would defire 
<( to die pra&ifing Repentance. And he had often this lay- 
ing concerning Repentance; He that Repents every day,' fm 
the fins of every day, when be comes to die, will home the 
fima but of one day to repent of. Even Reckonings makfi long 
Minds. 

*f|ar Year aHb, and the Year 1 68 1 . he preached over tin 
Puties of Hearing the Word and Prayer ; of the former, 
from thr Parable of the four forts of Ground; of the latter, 
from Luke 11. 1, &ci when he preached over the Lords 
Prayer, in above Thirty excellent and elaborate Difcourfefc 
He look'd upon ihe Lord's Prayer, to be not only a DireRmy 
oat Pattern for Prayer, but (according to the advice of the 
Affemby of Divines ) proper to be us'd as a Form ; and accord* 
ingly he often us'd it both in Publick'and in his Family* 
And as he thought 'twas an Error on the one hand, to lay fa 
much ftrefs upon it as fome do, who think no folemn Prayer 
accepted, nor any folemn Ordinance or Adminiftratioo of 
Worfhip compleat without ir, and fo repeat k five of fix 
times, and perhaps oftner, at one Meeting; fo he thought K 
*n Error on the other band not to \xCtVL«taU^ face it it a 
fryer, a compendious coiu5tt\«tvSwe^tv|tt^ w&Tmj\Ar<& 
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life to tfe, at leaft is other Scripture Prayers ; but lie thought 
it * much greater Error to be angry at tbofi that do ufe *>, to 
lodge and cenfure them, and for no other reafon co conceive 
Prejudices againft them and their Miniftry. u A greflt Strait 
" ((kith be ) poor Minifters are in, when fome will sot hear 

* them, if they do not ufe the Lord's Prayer, and otheri will 
u not hear them if they do ; What it to be done in this Cafe ? 
" We muft *alk according to the Light we hare, and ap- 

* prove our Telves to God, either in ufing or not ufing K, 

* and wait for the Day when God will mend the matter; 
-* which I hope he will do in his own due time. 

Hie was in the Clofe of his Expofition of the Lord's Prayer, 
when a dark Cloud was brought upon his Afletnblies, and he 
was neceffitated to contra& his Sails. 



chap. vn. 

The Rebukes fa lay under at Broad-Oak, betwixt the 

Tears j68o, and 1687. 

rl the beginning of the Year 1681. in April xni May, the 
County was greatly affii&ed and threatned by an extream 
Drought; there was no Rain for feveral "Weeks, the Grals 
faird ; Corn that was fown languifhed, and mnch that was 
intended to be fown, could not ; the like had not been known 
for many Years ; 'twas generally apprehended that a Dearth 
would enfue, efpecialty in that Country, which is for the 
ffloft part dry. And now it was time to feel^ the horii^ and 
(according to his own Appointment) to ask. <tf him fym in 
ekeSeafon thereof ': Several ferious thinking People being to- 
gether at the Fqneral of that worthy Minifter of Jefus Chrift, 
Mr. Maiden ; It was there faid, how requifite it was that there 
Jhould be fome time fet apart on purpofe for fafting and Pray- 
tr % in a felemn Affen/Mj upon this Occafion. Thomas Millins- 
tm qf JVefton in Hofar-Pariih in Shropshire, defired it might 
be at his Hoqfe ; and tuefdat, June 14, was the D«\ ^&s&^ 
upon. The Connivance of Authority <«*& ^t«S»s»^^w^ 
bceanfe no dtftarbmcc of Meeting* vii* Y»*A A. «. \-«**m 
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or any where elfe. Mr. Henry was defired to come and give 
his Afliftance at that Day s Work. He ask'd upon what 
Terms they ftood with their Neighbouring Juftices, and 'twas 
anfwered, well enough. The Droughtcontinuing in extremi- 
ty, fome that had not us'd to come to fuch Meetings, yet pure 
thither upon the Apprehenfions they had of the threatning 
Judgment, which the Country was under. Mr. Edward Bury 
.of Bolas (well known by feveral ufeful Books he hath publi* 
ihed) prayed, Mr. Henry prayed and preached on Pfai. 66. 
1 8. If I regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord will not bear me* 
whence his Dodrine was, That Iniquity regarded in the Hearty 
wiH certainly Jpoii the Succefi of Prayer 4 When he was in the 
Midft of his Sermon clofely applying this Truth, Sir T. V. of 
Hodnet f and Mr. M. of Igbtfield, Two Juftices of the Peace 
for Shroffloire, with feveral others of their Retinue, came 
fuddenly upon them ; difturb'd them, fet Guards upon the 
Houfe Door, and came in themfelves, feverely rally'd all they 
knew, refle&ed upon the late Honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons, and the Vote they pafs'd, concerning the prefent Un- 
feafonablenefs of putting the Laws in Execution againft Pro- 
teftaat Diflenters, as if in fo voting, they had acfted beyond 
their Sphere, as they did who took away the Life of King 
Charles 1. They diverted themfelves with very abufive and 
unbecoming Talk ; fwearing and curling and reviling bitter- 
ly; being told the Occalion of the Meeting was to feek t* 
turn away the Anger of God from us in thepxefent Drought: 
'twas anfwered, Such Meetings as thefe were the Caufe of Gofs 
Anger. While they were thus entertaining themfelves, their 
Clerks took the Names of thofe that were prefent, in all, a- 
bout One Hundred and Fifty, and fo difmift them for the 
prefent. Mr. Henry hath noted, in die Account he kept of 
this Event, that the Juftices came to this good Work from 
the Ale-Houfe upon Prees-Heath 9 about Two Miles off; to 
which, and the Bowling-Green adjoyning, they, with other 
Juftices, Gentlemen and Clergy-men of the Neighbourhood, 
had long before obliged themfelves to come every Tuefday f 
during the Summer time, under the Penalty of Twelve 
Pence a time if they were abfent; and there to lpendthe Dav 
in Drinking and Bowling; which is thought to be as direct 
a Violation of the Law of the Land, w£ the Statute sf 
33 &*xyr VHL cap, 9, for debating unUwfut Gumc** N&fck 
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ras never yet repealed, as the Meeting was of the Statute of 
ix Cr. II. an 1 as. much more to the Dilhonour'of God, and 
he Scandal of the Chriftian Profeflion; as Curling, and 
iweiring, and Drunkennefs is worfe than Prayng, and fing- 
ing Pfal ns, and bearing the Word of God. It is fuppofed 
:hc Juftices knew of .the Meeting before, and might have 
prevent d u by the leaft Intimation ; but they were willing 
:•>. »^!'p the Opportunity of Making Sport to thcmfelves, and 
IYoub e to their Neighbours. After the Feat done, they 
m ned back to the Ale- houfe, and made thcmfelves and 
their C ^panions merry with calling over i he Names they 
sad *aken, making their Reflections as they faw caufe; 
ind r counting the particulars of the Exploit. There was 
on- of -he Company, wb/ fe Wife happened to be prefent at 
the Meeting, and her Name taken among the reft; with 
which upbraid n? h m, he anfwered that Ihe had beenberter 
employed than he was, and if Mr. Henry might be admitted 
Co preach in a Church, be wuU go a great many Miles to hear 
fr>. For which Words he was forthwith expell'd their 
Company, and never more to (hew his Face again at that 
Bowling-Green ; to whu b he replyed, if they had fo ordered 
long ago, it had been a grea d al the better for him and his 
Famil , Two Days after they met again at H.dnet, where, 
upon the Oath of TwoWirnefles, who (as was fuppofed) 
were fent on purpofe. to inform, they Sign d and Seai'd Two 
Records of Convj'ttion. By one Record they Convi&ed the 
Maftrr of the Houfe, and fined him 10 /. and 5 L more as 
Conftable of the Town that Year, and with him all the Per- 
rons prefent, whofe Names they had taken, and fined them 
< j. a piece, and iflfued out Warrants accordingly. By a no* 
ther Record they Convifted the Two Minifters, Mr. Bury 
and Mr. Henrj. The Adk makes it only punifhable to Preach 
or Teach in any fuch Conventicle ; and yet they fined Mr. Bury 
%o /. though he only Prayed^ and did not fpeak one Word in 
the way either of. Preaching or Teaching, not fo much as 
Let us Pray; however, they laid, Praying was Teacbij/gi and 
right or wrong he n^uft be fined; though his greaV Piety, 
Peaceableneis and Ufefulnefi, befides his deep Poverty, one 
would think might have pleaded for him, againft. fe ^L^>v- 
ble a piece of Injuftice. They took t U oft tafl&Yta&.» ve&> 
bid it apqa others* as they faw Cau&* wito^twwto; 
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ing 13/. he being utterly trtiablc to pay it, they took fata 
him by Diftrefs, the Bed which he lay upon, with Blanket 
and Rug; alfo another Feather Bed, Nineteen Pair of Street^ 
mod of them new ; of which he could not prevail to have lb 
much as one Pair return d for him to lye in ; alfo Books to 
the Value of 5 /. befides Brafe and Pewter. And tho* be wu 
at this time perfectly innocent of that heinous Cririne of 
Preaching and Teaching, with which he was charged (fork) 
tbe Record runs again *nd again, concerning Mr. Henry and 
Mr. Bury, Quod ad tunc & ibidem freca+erunt, predica+crw* 
& docuerunt. ) Yet he had no way to right bimfelf, but by 
appealing to the Juftices themfelves in Quarter Seffions, who 
would be Cure to affirm their own Decree (as the Juftices is 
Montgomeryfhire had done not long before, in a like Calif) 
efpecially when it was to recover to themfelves Treble t^h. 
So the good Man fat down with his Lrfs, and totl^ joyfuty th 
jpoilitig cf his Goods ; knowing in bimfelf, that be bad m Ueam 
a better, and a more enduring Subftance. . 

But Mr. Henry being the grcateft Criminal, and having 
done the moft Mifchief, muft needs be animadverted upon 
accordingly, and therefore he was fined 40/. the Pretence of 
which was this; In the Year 1679 Oft. 15. Mt.Kjnajtm 
of Oit(y t ajuftice of Peace in Shropshire, meeting him "and 
fome others coming, as he fuppofed, from a Conventicle; be 
was pleas'd to record their ConvidKon, upon tbe Notorim 
Evidence and Circumjtances of tbe Fe8 : The Record was fifd 
at Salop the next Seffions after; bvt no notice was fever fent 
of ir t either to Mr. Henry, or the Juftices of Flkufhirei nor 
any Profecution upon it, againft any of the Parties charged 
( the Reafon of which Mr. Henry, in a Narrative he wrote of 
this Affair, fuppofeth to be not only the then favourable fth 
(hire of Publick Affairs towards Diffenten, but alfo the par- 
ticular Prudence and Lenity of Mr. Kjnafton) fo that havitig 
never fmarted for this, he could not be fuppofed to be dc- 
terr'd from the like Offence ; nor if he were wronged in that 
"firft Conviction, had he ever any Opportunity of making bis 
' Appeal. However, the Juftices being refolv'd he (honld'haf e 
fummum jus, thought that firft Record fhff cient to gi*e De- 
nomination to a Second Offence, and fo he came to be>fincd 
double. This Convi Aion (>ccQt$\t^Ho jhi Direfftion of 
the AA) they certified 10 ttiei*^*&\t&i^\^ 
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^ ire 9 njrho had all along carried themfelves with great Tem- 
per and Moderation towards Mr. Henry, and had never given 
him any Difturbance; though if tbey had been fo minded, 
^hey had not wanted Opportunities 5 but they were now ne* 
ceffitated to execute the Sentences of the Shropfhire Juftices. 
*Twas much prefs'd upon him to pay the Fine, which might 
prevent bis own Lois, and the Juftices Trouble. But he was 
not willing to do it, partly becaufe he would give no En- 
couragement to fuch Profecutions, nor voluntarily reward the 
Informers for that which be thought they fhould rather be 
puniihed for ; and partly becaufe he thought himfelf wrong'd 
in the doubling of the Fine. Whereupon his Goods were di- 
ftrain'd upon, and carried away $ in the doing of which ma- 
py Paflages occur'd which might be worth the noting, but 
that the Repetition of them would perhaps grate and give 
Offence to fome. Let it therefore fuffice ( waving the Cir- 
cumstances) to remember only that their Warrant not giving 
them Authority to break, open Doors f nor their Watcbfulnefi 
getting them an Opportunity to enter the Houfe, they carried 
away about Thirty-three Cart Load of Goods without 
Doors, Corn cut upon the Ground, Hay, Coles, &c. This 
jnade a great Noife in the Country, and rais'd the Indigna- 
tion of many, againft the Decrees which pre/bribed thiGrie* 
povfnefi; while Mr. Henry bore it with his ufual Evennefi 
Juid Serenity of Mind, not at all mov'd or difturb'd by it* 
JHe did not boaft of his .Sufferings, or make any great matter 
of thern 5 but would often lay, .Alas^ this n nothing to what 
others juffer^ nor to what we our felves may fuffer before we dye I 
: And yet ne rejoiced and blefled God that it was not for Debt, 
or for Evil doing that his Goods were carried away. And 
(faith he) while it n for well-doing that we fuffer y they cannot 
barm w* Thus he writes in his Diary upon it, How oft have 
we [aid that changes are at the door y but bleffed be God there i 
no Sting in this. He frequently exprefled the Affurance he 
had, that whatever Damage he fuftain'd, God n able to make 
it up again. And (asbeusM to fay) Though we may be Loa- 
fers for Chrift, yet we (hall not be Lofers bj him in the end. 
^ He had often faid, that his Preachir g was likely to do the 
moft Good, when it was Seal'd to by Suffering^ axvi S£ \VvSa. 

fee the time (Mthhc) welcome the Wil «? Q«4\ wax*** 
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alfo (hall turn to the Furtherance of the Gofpel of Cbrift: 

Btnt ggere (§ male fati vere Cbrifiianttm eft. 
•') Soon after this, was the Affixes for Flint/hire, held at Mo/^ 
where Sir George Jeffries, afterwards Lord Chancellor, then 
Chief Juftice of Cbefter, fat Judge. He did not in private 
Conversation feem to applaud what was done in this Matter, 
fo.*s was expe&ed ; whether out of a private Pique againft 
fortie that had been adive in it, or for what other Reafott if 
not known ; but it was faid, he pleafantly ask'd feme of the 
&*n'lemen> by what new Law they prefled Carts, as they 
parted up- n their OccaGom along the Road, to carry away 
■Goods diftreyn'd for a Conventicle? It waa alfo fa<d, that 
be fpoke with feme Refpe& of Mr. Hetty; fainf, he knew 
hin and his Character well, and that he was a great Friend 
of his Mother's (Mrs. Jeffries of AHon near Pprexhnm, a 
-very pious, good Woman ) and that fometinus, at his Mo- 
ther's Requeft, Mr. Hnry had examin'd him in his Learning, 
when he was a Scbool-Boj, and had commended his Profici- 
ency. And it was much wonder 'd at by many, that of all 
the times Sir George Jeff i Us went that Circuit (though 'lis 
well enough known what was his . Temper, and what the 
Temper of that Time) yet he never fought any Occafion 
agair.ft Mr. Henry, nor took the Occafions that were offered, 
nor countenanced any Trouble intended him, though he was 
the only Non*:onformift in Flint/hire. One Paffage I re- 
member, not improper to be mentioned ; there had been an 
Agreement among tome Minifters ( I think it began in the 
Weft of England, where Mr. Alien was) to fpend (ome time, 
either in Secret or in their Families, or both, between Six 
and Eight a Clock every Monday Morning, in Prayer for 
the Church of God, and for the Land and Nation, more 
fuJy and particularly than at other times, and to make that 
their fpecial Errand at the Throne of Grace; and to engage 
as many of their praying Friends, as ever they could, to the 
Observance of it. This had been communicated ro Mr. Hew* 
ry, by fome of his Friends at London, and he punctually ob- 
served it in his own Practice $ I believe for many Years. 
He alfo mentioned it to fome of his Acquaintance, who did 
in like manner obferve it. It happened that one in Denbigh- 
/fc/'re 4 to whom he had commuu\ca»& Vt, ^*&fo'wtli^leas*d 
*with it, that he wrote aicutt oi \xv& v^t\«A4\ft& v.* 
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Diftance; which Letter htppen'd into Hands that perverted 
it, and made Information upon it, againft the Writer *nd 
Receiver of the Letter, who were bound over to the Ailizes,, 
and great Sufpicions Sir George Jeffries had, that it was a 
Branch of the Presbyterian Plot, and rally'd the Parties ao 
cus'd feverely. It appeared, either by the Letter, or by the, 
Confcflion of the Parties, that they received the Project from 
Mr. Henry, which ( it was greatly fear'd ) would bring him . 
into trouble; but Sir George f to the Admiration of many, 
let it fall, and never enquir d further into it. It feems there 
are fome Men, whole Waysfo pleafe the Lord, that be makes 
even their Enemies to be at Peace with them 1 and there is no- 
thing loft by trailing in God. 

Mr. Henry , at the next Affizes after he was Diftrain'd 
upon, was presented by one of the High Conftables 5 1 . For 
wiping a Conventicle at bis Houfe 5 and x. For faying, That 
tpe Law for fufprejfmg Conventicles ought not to he obeyd, and that 
there was .never a tittle of the Word of God in it. As to this. 
latter Prefentment, 'twas altogether falfe. He bad indeed in 
Difcourfe with the High Conftable, when he infilled fo much 
upon the Law, which required him to be fo rigorous in the 
Profecution obje&ed, That ai humane Laws were not to be 
obeyed, meerly becaufe they were Laws. But as to any fuch 
Reflexions upon the Law he fuffered by, he was far from it, 
and had Prudence enough to keep Silence at that time ; for 
it was an evil time when fo many were made Offenders for a 
Word. Butthefe Prefentments met with fo little Counte- 
nance from Judge Jeffries, that Mr. Hemy only enured his 
Appearance in the Prothonotaries Office, and they were no 
snore heard of; wherein he acknowledged the Hand of God, 
who turneth the Hearts of the Children of Men, as the i\hulets. 
of Water . 

As to what was taken from him by the Diftrefs, they who 
took it made what Markets they pleas'd of it, pay'd thofe 
they employ'd, and what the remainder was, is not known 
for certain ; but it was faid, that the following Summer 
about 17 /. was paid to Sir T. V. of which ( and the reft that 
was levy'd in other Places, which amounted to a conftderable 
Sum ) it was credibly reported ( and I have tvw te^ulv^ *«*r. 
tradi&ed ) that neither the King not tY* ^ oca \tfA *&sL\\^S*»«% 
( which by the Ad is to be two ttasfc) w» ^*»w*^? 
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theirs neither ; but People faid , the Gentleman bad occafiori for 
it all. But as they that had ic were never the Richer for it, fo he 
that loft it would often fay, that he found that God did fo abun- 
dantly blefc the remainder to him, that be was never the Poorer • 
which he would mention for the Encouragement of his Friends, 
not to balk Duty ( as he ufed to exprefs it )for fear of Suffering. 

In the fame Year, 1681. happened a publick Difcourfe at \ 
Ofwe/try, betwixt the then Bilhop of St. Afapb (Dr. WiViam Uoya\ \ 
now Bilhop of Coventry and Litchfield ) and fome Nonconform 
mift Minifters, of which Mr. Henry was one. The Story ifl 
Ihon is this : That learned Bilhop at his firfl coming to the 1 
Diocefsof St. Afapb, in his Zeal for the Eftablilh'd Church, 
fict himfelf with Vigour to reduce Diflenters to it ; and that 
he might do it with the Cords of a Man, he refolved, before 
he took any other Methods, to reafon the Matter with than: 
and to endeavour their Convi&ion by Difcourfe, in whicp 
he had a very great Felicity, both by his Learning and Tem^ 
per. If there were any that declin'd Difcourfing with him. 
he improved that againft them very much ; urging ( as he 
wrote afterwards to Mr. Henry ) That no Man can pretend Co* 
/Hence fir not coming when be is required, to give an Account of. 
bis Hfligion, to them that have Authority to demand iV, by the 
Laws under which he lives % and to hear from their Mouths what 
ean be faid for the Eftablijbed Religion. Thefe are things from 
which Confcience is fofar from exempting, that the great Ifyile ef' 
Conference requires it, as an indifpenfable Duty ; that we Jhould 
be always ready to give an Account of the Hope that is in us\ and 
that we Jhould hear them that are in Mofes'; Chair , &c. *nd 
therefore tbofe who ret ufed this, be would confider as Men governed \ 
not by Confcience^ but Obftinacy. 

He publickly difcourfed with the Quakers at LamnUin id 
Montgctneryfhire ; their Champion was Dr. Lloyd a Phyfician. 
One of the moft con&derable Nonconformift Ministers in his 
Diocefs, was Mr. James Owen of Oftweftry, then very young, 
but well known fince by his Learned Book, which be calls, 
A Plea for Scripture Ordination ; proving Ordination by Prel- 
byrers, without Diocefan Bifliops to be valid, ( Published in 
the Year 1694. ) a Point of Controverfy which he was then 
ob))ped in his own Defence to fearch into. Several Difconr- 
fes the Bilhop had with him inprmtfc\ «Aa!fc.\ft& \-^\4^^ 
*ns plea fed to appoint him, to«N*\i\m^\&Rxxo% m ^* 
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Town-Hall of Ofa:ft y, on Tuefday, Sept. 27. 168 1. there to 
give Account by vtbat Hjgbt be exercifed the Minifiry, not 
having Epifcnpal Ordination. He dire&ed him alfo to procuap 
what other Minifters he could toaflift him, for he would be 

lad to hear what any of them had to fay for themfehes. 

"he Notice was very (hour, not above Four or Five Days : 
Some whofe Afliftance was defired, apprehended it might do 
more hurt than good, and might be prejudicial to their own 
Liberty, and therefore declin d it. It was not agreeable to 
Mr. Henrys mild and modeft Temper, to appear in fuch 
Circumftances; but he was loth to deleft his Friend Mr. Owen, 
and fo with much Importunity, he was prevailed with to 
come to Oshtefby, at the time appointed : and there came Hg> 
other but he and Mr. Jonathan Roberts of Denbigfbire, in the 
Piocefs of Bangor, a plain Man, of great Integrity, and a 
very good S< boTar. The Bifhop came according to Appoint- 
mew, and brought with him for his Affiftant, the famous 
Mr. Henry DodweB : Mr. Henry, who was utterly a Stranger 
to the Bifhop, prefi'd hard to have had the Difcourfe in pri- 
vate, before a feted Number, but it would not be granted. 
He alfo defir'd his Lordfhip that it might* not be expe&ed 
from him, being of another Diocefi, to concern himfelf in 
the Difcourfe, but only as a Hearer : Nay, Mr. Henry, ( faid 
the Bifhop ) it is not the concern of my Diocefs alone, but it is the 
common Caufe of Religion, and therefore Iexpeft you jhould interest 
yourfelf in it, mare than as a Hearer. His Lordfhip was pleafed 
to promife, that nothing that fhould be faid by way of Argument, 
Jhould be any way turn d to the Prejudice of the Difpu tints, nor 
Ad vantage taken of it to give them Trouble. There were prefent 
divers of the Clergy and Gentry of the Country, with .the 
Magiftrates of the Town and a great Number of People, which, 
if it could have been avoided, was not eafy to Mr. Henry, who 
never lov'd any thing that made a Noife ; herein like his 
Matter, who did did notjlrive nor cry. The Difcourfe began 
about Two a Clock in the Afternoon, and continued till 
between Seven and Eight at Night ; much was faid pro and 
con, touching the Identity of Sifhops and Presbyters, the 
Bifhoppine and Unbilhopping of Timothy and Titus, the Va- 
lidity of Presbyterian Ordination, &c. Twas managed with 
t great deal of Liberty, and not under the &ti& Law c£ 

pifpuuuQD, winch made it haxd \o ©a* *t*i xri^^fc Kv 
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count of the Particulars of it. The Arguments on both Gde£ 
may better be fecch'd from the Books written on the Subje& 
than from fuch a Difcourfe. The Bifhop managed his part 
of the Conference with a great deal of Gravity, Caimnefi 
and Evenncfs of Spirit, and therein gave an excellent Pat- 
tern to all that are in fuch Stat on*. Mr. Henrys Remark upon 
this Buiinefs in his Diary is this, That whereas many Reports 
went abroad far and near, concerning it % every one faffing their 
Judgment upon the refult of it as they flood affe&cd ; for ^my ovm 
part( faith he ) upon HefieRion, I find Ibtve great reafon to he 
a foamed of my manifold Infirmities and Imperfections^ and yet 
do blefs Gody that feeing I could manage it no better, to do the 
Truth more Serzice, there, was not more J aid and done to its DiJ* 
fervice ; To God be Glory. But there were others, who (aid. 
chat Mr. Henry was an Inftrument of glorifying God, and 
ferving the Church, in that Affair, almoft as much as in an? 
thing that ever he did, except the Preaching of the GofpcL 
And fome who were Adverfaries ro the Caufe he pleaded, 
though they were not convinced by his Arguments, yet by hit « 
great Mectyefs and Humility, and that truly CbrisJian Spirit, j 
which appeared fo evidently in the whole Management, were 
brought ro have a better Opinion of him, and the Way in 
which he walked. 

The Conference broke off a little abruptly ; the Bifliop 
and Mr* Henry being fomewhat clofeat an Argument, in the 
Recapitulation of what had been difcourfed of* Mr. Jonathan 
Roberts whifper'd to Mr. Henry, Pray let my Lord have the loft 
Word; which a ]uftice of Peace upon the Bench over- 
hearing, prefently replied, Tou (ay my Lord Jhall have the loft 
Word, but he fhxlt not, for I will ; we thank, God we have 
the Sword of Power in our Hands, and by the Grace of God we 
will keep it , and it [hall not ru si 9 and I hope every lawful Magi- 
fir ate will do as I do: and look*, to your /elves , Gentlemen, by the 
Grace of God y TB root you out of the Country. To which a 
forward Man in the Crowd faid, Amen, throw them, down 
Stairs. This the Biftiop heard with Silence, but the Mayor 
of the Town took order for their Safety. 

Two Days after this Difcourfe, the Bifhop wrote a very 
oblging Letter to Mr. Henry % to figjify to him how very 
much he was ple^led with the good Temper and Spirit th*t 
Ac found in him at Qfwe&ry % ajftiitax \»VwJte^xx^«^ \oas^ ^ 
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one that intended well, but laboured under Prejudices ; and 
'to deiire further Acquaintance and Con erfarion with him; 
particularly that he would come to him ftrtir way r o 'Vrexham^ 
and a^out Three Months after he fent for him again to Che fieri 
in b >th which Interviews a great deal rf Difcourfe, with 
much Freedom, pafs'd between them in private, in which they 
feem'd rovyenbth.ng tn^re than Candor and Obhgingnefi, 
(hewing to each other ah M>ek>icjs. I remember the Bifliop 
wa« pleafed to ihew him his Plan for the Government of hit 
Diocefs, and the Method he intended to take in Church- 
Cenf ires, which Mr. Henry very well appro v'd of; but 
pleaiamJy told his Lordfhrp, he hoped he would take Care that 
•Juvenafg Verfe fhouldnotbe again verified, ( Sat.i.) 

Dat veniam Co^viSy vexat Cenfura Columbas. 

which the 8i*hon fmilM at, and told him he would take care 
it (hoi* Id no. His I ordih p obfrrvin^ his true Ca'holick 
Cha r i:y and Moderation, t id him he did not lo >k upon him 
as x.uu*'*«'<&'- h u t only as 9m*n**yy t &' • and that if he were 
in his Diocefs, he cid not aueftion but that he Ihou.d find ouc 
frm way to make him u VtuI.Burall his Reafonings could not 
fatisfie Mr H «.*■•■ *s Confcience of the I awfulnefs of bring 
Re-ordain d and Confirming. The B (hop for fotne Years 
after, when he came that way, towards Londm, either call'd 
on Mr. Henry at his Houfe, or fent for him to him at tVtiit+ 
churchy and ftill with all outward Expreflions of Friendlhip. 
The Trouble which Mr. Henry was in, about the Meeting 
as Wefton, obliged him for a while to keep his Sabbaths at 
home, fomewhat private 5 but in the Year 1681. he took a 
greater Liberty, and many flocked to him on Lord's Days, 
through the kind Connivance of the neighbouring Migi- 
ft rates, but in the Year 1683. when the Meetings were gene- 
ally fuppreft throughout the Kingdom, he was again neceifitated 
to contract his Sails, and confine his Labours more to his own 
Family, and his Friends that vifited him. He continued hia 
Attendance at H^tovrf-Chappel, as ufual ; and when he was 
abridged of his Liberty, he often blefiTed God for his Quiet* 
nefs. Once when one of the Curates pi^ctfc&a^xxx^^^^ 
againft the Diflenters, on a Lottf* Ttaj \taff£vc*.\ Sana* 
woader'd $h*t Mr. Henry would ^ Hl 1 ^^** fc5wsrBWSI s 
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fcr the fecond part ; But( faith he) if hcdonotkpow bis Dmj % 
I know mine ; and I blefs God I can find Honey in* Careafs. 

In this time of treading down, and of Perplexity f he ftind 

little abroad, being forced ( as he ufed to cxpreij it) to tbrm 

the Plow under the Hedge $ but he preached coaftandj at Hon* 

without Difturbaoce ; and often comforted bimfelf with dk 

When we cannot do what we would, if we do what. we can f G#j 

wiS accept of us ; when we cannot keep open Shop, we mufi arm 

mfecret Trade. And he would lay, There is a Mean, if m 

amid bit it, between Fool-hardinefs, and Faint-bear tednefs. While 

be had fome Opportunity of being ufeful at home, he was 

afraid left he fhould prejudice that by Venturing abrosi 

One of his Friends in London earnestly follicitingbim to make 

a Vifit thither in this time of Reftraint in the Country j he 

thus wrote to him ; I fhould be glad once more to kjfs my Natm 

Soil, tho it were but with a Kjfs of Valediction ; but my tidlfo 

fednefs to Travel* and thefmall ProfjpeS there is of doing Good* 

countervail the Pains, are my prevailing Arguments againft if, 

I am 'here ( 'tis true ) buried alive, but I am quiet in my Grave % 

and have no mind to be a walking Gboft. We rejoice, and defin 

to be thankful, that God hath given us a Home 9 and continued it 

to us, when fi many ^ better than we 9 have not where to lay then 

Heady having no certain Dwelling-place . ('tw^s at the time qf 

the Difpcrfion of the French Proteftahts ) Why they Exiles, ani 

wet we? They Strangers in a slrange Land f and not we ? We mufi 

nyetfay, we will dye in our Neils, left God fay, Nay ; norm 

wit multiply our Days as that Bird, the Phoenix, (referring 

fojob 29. i&) left God fay, this Night, &c Our times and 5 

mil our ways are at bis difpqfe, abfolutely and univerfally, audit 

is very welt they are fo. 

At the time of the Duke of Monmouth's Defcent, and thff 
Infurre&ion in the Weft, in the Year 1685. Mr. Henry, as 
many others, ( purfuant to a general Order of the Lord 
Lieutenant, for fecuring all fufpe&ed Perfons,and particularly 
all Nonconfbrmift Minifters ) was taken up by a Warrant from 
the Deputy Lieutenants, and fent under a Guard to Cheftm> 
Cattle, were he was about Three Weeks a clofe Priforier : 
lie was lodg'd with fome Gentlemen and Minifters thai wecg 
fetched thither out of Lancafbire ; who were all Strangers tp, 
him; bat he had great Ctax&it isnh$ Acgpajnraiye and 
Society of many ofthtm. -^ 
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He often fpake of this Imprifonment, not as Matter of 
cmpUint, but of Thanksgiving, and blelfed God he was in 
otbing uneafy all the while. In a Sermon to his Family, the 
*ay after he cane home, he largely and affectionately te- 
nanted the Mercies of that Providence : As for Inftance^ 1 
That his Imprifonment was for no Caufe : 'tis Guilt that 
ipakei a Prilon. That it was his Security in a dangerous 
time. That he had good Company in his Sufferings, who 
pray'd together, and read the Scriptures together, and 
difcourfed to their mutual Edification* That he had 
Healrh there, not Sick, and in Prifon, that he was vifired 
and prayed for by his Friends. That he was very chearful 
and eafy in his Spirit, many a time a fleep and quiet, when 
his Adverfaries were difturb'd and unquiet. That his en- 
'" ljurgement was fpeedy and unfought for, and that it gave 
occafion to the Magistrates who committed him, to give it 
under their Hands, that they had nothing in particular to 
1 lay to his Charge ; and efpecially that it was without * 
Snare, which was the thing he feard more than any thing 
: elfe. 

Is was a furprfee to fome that vifited him in his Imprifon-' 
nent, and were big with the Expe&ations of the Duke of 
Monmouth's Succeft, to hear him fay, I would not have you to 
Utter your felves with fuch hopes, for God wit not do his work, for 
s in thefe Nations, hfthat Man ; hut our Deliverance and Sol- 
ution wit arife fome other way. 

It muft not be forgotten how ready he was, nay, hodf 
ludious and induftriousto ferve and oblige fuch as had been 
ny way Inftruments of Trouble to him, as far as it lay in 
lis Power, and he had any Opportunity to do it ; fo well 
tad he learn'd that great Leflon of Forgiving and loving 
inemies ; of this it were eafy to give Inftances. 

When a Gentleman who had fometimes been an Infhument; 
>f Trouble to him* bad occafion to make ufe of his Help to 
give him fome Light into a Caufe he bad to be try ed, Mr. Henry 
vas very ready to ferve him in it ; and though he might have 
leclin'd it, and it was fomewhat againft his own Intereft 
oo, yet he appeared a Witnefs for him, which fo won upon 
he Gentleman, that he warafterwards more^tvccAV^ x^Ttaa* 
Aentioning in his Diary the Death ot s»clflbi«Gtss&RSft»vfc 
*V0**S be notes, that he was ow tox \*& ^^^SU 
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ftofcjfei Enemy ; but ( faith be ) God fywm I h*w often fry 
fir him. 

Some have wonder a d to fee how courceoufly and firiendli 

be would fpeak to fuch as had been any way injurious to hi 

when he met with them, being as induftrious to difcovcr 1 

forgiving of Wrongs, as Come are to difcovcr their Refa 

menu of them. It was faid of Archbilhop Cranmcr, d 

the way to have him ones Friend, was to do him a Didon 

nefs ; and I am (ure it might be faid of Mr. Henry, d 

doing him a Diskindnefs would not make him ones Enen 

.This minds me of an exemplary Paflage concerning his m 

thy Friend Mr. Edward Laurence, once going with (one 

bis Sons, by the Houfe of a Gentleman that had been in 

lious to him, he gave a charge to his Sons to this Pnrpc 

That they (hould never think or fpeak amifs of that Gentlen 

for the lake of any thing he had done againft him ; 1 

whenever they went by his Houfe, (hould lift up their Ha 

in Prayer to God for him and his Family. And who is be t 

will harm thofe, who are thus Followers of him that is g 

in his Goodnefs ? It is alaaoft the only Temporal Pron 

in the NewTeftament, which is made to the Meek, Mat. 5 

That they (hall inherit the Earth ; the meaning when 

Dr. Htmmond in his Pra&ical CatechUm, takes to 

efpecially this, that in the ordinary Difoeniations of G< 

Providence, die moft mild and quiet People are moft 1 

from Diflurbance. Thofe only have every Mans 

againft them, that have theirs againft every Man. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The laS Nine Tears of bis Life in Liberty and lnl& 
wens at Broaa-Oak, from the Tear 1687. 



JT was in the latter end of the Year 1 685. when the Stn 
run fo very ftrong againft tta Y>\Sfcxfim % xtau. Ms. H 
peing in Diicotufe with a \«j grcax /bfa& <& ^Xp&w 
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UngtanJ, mentioned King Charles's Indulgence* in i<j$* '** 
that which gave rife to his ftated Preachitig in a feper^-^AC 
fcmbly ; and added if the prefent King James ftould in fifc^. 
manner give me leave, I would do the fame again*; To which 
.that gi eat Man replied. Never exfeB any fitch thing from him 9 
fir take my word for i>, he hates yon Nonconformifts in bit Heart* • 
Truly ( faid Mr. Henry ) I believe it % and I think he doth net leva s 
you of the Chut eh of England neither. It was then little thought 
that the fame Right Reverend Perfon who laid fo to him, 
flurald have the Honour, as he had f«on after, to be one of 
the Seven Biftops committed to the Tower by King James $ 
■tie was alio far from any ones Expectation, chat the fame 
King James ftould fo qnickly give Liberty to the Nonconform 
■lifts : But we live in a World, wherein we are to think 
nothing ftrange, nor be furprized at any turn of the Wheel 
Df Nature, as 'tis called, Jam. 3. 6. 

The Meafures then taken by King James's Court and Coun- 
cil were foon laid open, not only to view, but to contemft 9 
being in a fhort time by the over-ruling Providence of God, 
broken and defeated : However, the Indulgence granted to 
pifTentersin April, 1687. muft needs be a reviving to thofe, 
who for fo many Years had lain buried in Silence and Re- 
ftraint; nor can any, who will allow themfelves the Liberty of 
fupp ,fing theCafe their own, wonder that they (hould rejoice in 
it, though the Defign of it being Manifeft , they could not chufe 
but rejoioe with trembling. Mr. Henry's Sentiments of it were, 
whatever Mens Ends are m it, I believe God's End in it is to do ns . 
good. 

There were many that faid, furely the Diflenters will not 
embrace the Liberty which is intended only for a Snare to 
them. Mr. Henry read and confided the Letter of Advice 
to the Diflenters at that Jun&ure; but concluded, Duty is our s f 
and Events are God's. He remembred the Experience he bad 
had of the like in King Charles's time, and that did Good and 
no Hun j and why might not this do fotoo. AH Power is for 
Edification, not for Dejlrufthn. Did Jeremiah fit ftill in. the 
Court of the Prifon, becaufe he had his Difcharge from the 
King of Babylon. Nay, did not Paul, when he was perfe- 
cted by his Country-men, for pfeachirijg die Gofpel, appeal 
to defer ; and find more Kindnefeat E^e^^si^^^^ 
ftrvfafem ? In ihort, the Principle o£ Ytt& CwwtTfcum Va *\« 
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FPcrli being not jWfc(r ftffdom, or Policy* but /A* Graci 4 
Qod % £ad particularly the Grace of Simplicity and Godly Silt 
cerity; he was willing to make the beft of that which was, and 
fo hope the beft of the Defign and Iffue of it. Douhtlefi J 
was intended to introduce Popery • but it is certain, thai 
nothing could arm People againft Popery more effednally than 
the plain and powerful Preaching of the Gofpcl ; and thus 
they who granted that Liberty, were out-ihot in their own 
Bow, which manifeftly appeared in the Event and Iffue. And 
as they did good Service to the Proteftant Religion among 
Scholars, who wrote fo many learned Books againft Popery at 
that time, for which we return them our beft Thanks ; fo 
they did no left Service among the Common People (who are, dp. 
Strength and R>dy of the Nation ) that preached fo man} 
good Sermons to arm their Hearers againft xhztRrong Drlufion, 
which Mr. Henry (as the reft of the Nonconformists general- 
ly did ) took all Occafions to do. How often would he 
commend his Hearers (as Dr. Holland Divinity Profeffor in 
Oxford was wont to do ) to the Love of God, and the Hatred 4 
Popery. 

Befides his preaching profeffedly to difcover the Errors and 
Corruptions of the Church of i^wr, ( which he would have 
taken Occafion to do more fully., had he feen rhofe he prea-4 
ched to, in any immediate Danger of the Infe^ion ) then 
Could not be a more efTe&ual Antidote againft Popery, tlpo 
the inftru&ing and conforming of People in the Truth, as ft 
is in Tefus; and advancing the Knowledge of and a Value 
and veneration for the Holy Scriptures; to which, how 
much Mr. Henry in his Place did contribute, all that koetf 
him will bear record. He us'd to obferve, that die Fall of 
Babylon followed upon the free and open Preaching of the 
Everlafting Gefpel, Hev. 14. 6, 7. He apprehended this 
Liberty likely to be of very (hort Continuance, and to end in 
Trouble; and becaufe he could not fee now his not ufing of it 
would help to prevent the Trouble 5 but he did fee, that bis 
vigorous Improvement of it, would help to prepare for the 
Trouble, he Jet himfelf with all Diligence, to make the beft 
ufe he could of this Gleam, both at home and abroad, on 
Sabbath-Days and Weak-Days* to his Power* yea, and bc- 
fo*dbi$?owcu 
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The great Subjedfc of Debate at this time in the Nation, 
was, concerning the Repeal of Penal Laws and Tefts; 
Mr. Henrys Thoughts were, at to the Penal Laws, that if 
Aofe agsinft the Uiflenters were al] repeal'd, be would re- 
joice in it, and be very thankful both to God and Man ; for he 
would fometitnes fay, without Reflection upon any, be could 
fide but look upon them as a National Sin ; and as for thole 
sgainft the Papifts 9 if our Law-givers fee caufe to repeal them 
in a regular way ; I will endeavour (faith he) to make the 
beft of it, and to fay, The WiU of the Lord be done. 

When King James dme his Progrefs into that Counrry; 
In September ^ 1 687. to court the Complements of the People, 
Mr. Henry joined withfeveral others; in and about Whitchurch, 
Nantwicbtnd Wem y in an Addrefc to him, which was pre- 
fenced when he lay at Whitchurch ; the Purport of which was, 
not to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes to him and to his In- 
tercft, but only toardran) him Thanks for the Liberty they had, 
tvith a Promife to demean themfelves quietly in the ufe of 
it. 

Some time after, Commiffioners were fent abroad into 
the Country, to enqUre after the Trouble that Diflenters had 
fuftain'dby the Penal Laws; and how the Money that was 
levy'd upon them was difpofed of, little of it being found 
paid into the: Exchequer ; they fent to Mr. Henry to have ao 
Account from him of his Sufferings ; he return'd Anfwer by 
letter, that he had indeed been Fined fome Years before, for 
* Conventicle, arid 1 Diftrcyn'd upon, and his Goods carried 
away ; which all the Country knew, and to which he refered 
-himfelf. But being requir'd to give a particular Account of it 
topon Oath ; though he faid he could be glad to fee fucb 
Inftruments of Trouble legally removed ; yet he declin d 
-giving any further Information concerning it ; having ( as 
he wrote to the Commiffioners ) long fince, from his Heart % 
"forgiven all the Agent s^ Inftruments and Occafions of it j and 
having purpofed never to fay any thing more of it. 

Ir was on Tuefday, June 14. 1 68 r . that he was difturbed 
*fct Wefton in Sbrop/hire, when he was Preaching on Pfnl. 66. 18. 
and on Tuefday 9 June 1 4. 1 687. that Day Six Years he Preached 
there again without Difturbance, finifning what he was then. 
"prevented from delivering, concern^ Yta^«t^ *»^ ^«^ 
od to v. 19,10. But verily God bAthhttrirr*— :&\eS«*V*<i<A 
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concerning the Duty of Thankfgiving. This Seventh Yetr 
of their Silence and Reftraint, prov'd through God* wonder- 
ful goo i Providence, the Year of Releafe. 

In Af*r, 1 688. a new Commiffion of the Peace came down 
for the County of Flint, in which (by whole Imeeit or 
Procurement was not known) Mr. Hewy was Nominated a 

2uftice of Peace for char County. It was no fnull Surpr zero 
lim, to receive a I etter from the Clerk of the Peace, direfr 
cd to PhWp Hewy, Efquire, acquainting him with it, and ap- 
pointing him when and whirher to rone to be Sworn. . To 
which be returned anfwer, that he was very (enfiMt of his 
Unwonhmefs of the Honour and his Unhtnefe for ihe Office 
which he was Nominated to, and therefore defired to be e* 
cus'd, and he was fo, and did what he co<'ld, that it might 
not be fpoken of in the Coumry. There were foroc, 
who upon this Occasion unhappily remembrcd, tha^c a few 
Years before, a Reverend Clergy-man v n Sbrcpfhir* told 
Mr. Henry to his Face, that he had done more M.fchitf u 
the Country, than any Man that ever came into ir ; and chat 
lie himfelf hoped (hortty to be in the Commiifion of Peace, 
and then he would rid the Country of him. Bur alas be was 

Juite difappointed. Thus Honour is like the Shadow, which 
ies from thofe that furfue it, and follows thofe that fie* from 
it. 

For Two Years after this Liberty began, Mr. Henry ffill 
continued his Attendance, as ufuai, at J^jfeml-Cluppel, 
whenever there was Preaching there ; and he preached at hii 
own Houfe only when there was no f'ipply there, and in. the 
Evening of thofe Days when there was. Fordoing thus he 
was greatly clamoor'd againft, by feme of the rigid Separar 
tifts, and call'd a DiJJembler, and one that halted between 
Two, and the like. Thus (as be notes in his Diar, )one 
fide told him, he was the Auihor of all the Mifchirf in the 
Country, in drawing People from the Church ; and tne other 
fide told him, he was the Author of all the Mifchief, in draw- 
ing People to che Church : And which of theft (faith he) 
fhaB I fiek. to pleafe } Lord, neither y but thy felf a I one y and 
my own Confcience, and while I can do that, I have enough. 

In a Sermon at ff%i*wt JF-ChappcJ, one Lord's Day in the 

Afternoon, where he and his Family* and many of his Con- 

grcgMtion were attending, wartx w&1i^W)&l taut w*. 
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Refle&ions, to prove the Diflenters Scbifmaticfy, and in a 
dantnable State ; When he came immediately after to preach 
at his own Houfe, before he begun his Sermon, he exprefled 
himfclf to this Purpofe 5 Perhaps fome of you may cxpeft now 
that I fbould fnyfometbing in anfwer to rthat we have beard 9 by 
which we have beenfofeverely charged ; but truly I have famctbing 
effeto do 3 and fo, without any further Notice taken of it, 
went on to preach Jefus Cbrifl and him crycifyed. 

It wds not without fome Feir and Trembling, that Mr. 1 
Henry received the Tidings of the Prince of Orange's Landing, 
in flovetnber 1688. as being Ibmewhat id the Dark concerning 
the Clearnefs of bis Call, artd dreading what might be the 
Conference of it. He us'd to &}, Give Peace in our 
time, O Lord, was a Prayer that he would heartily fee his 
Amen to. Bat when fecret things were brought to light, and 
*? : regular Courfe was taken to fill the vacant Throne with 
fecha King and fudi a Queen, none rejoiced in it more heartily 
than he did. He celebrated the National Thankfgiving for 
that great Deliverance, with an excellent Sermon on that Texr, 
Horn. 8.31. What fhallwe then fay to tbefe things ? If God be for 
us, who can be again ft us? 

Soon after that happy Settlement, there were overtures 
made towards a Comprehenfion of the moderate Diflentert, 1 
with the Church of England ; which Mr. Henry moft earneft- 
ly defired, and wiihed for, if it could be had upon any 
Terms lefs than finning againft his Conference ; for never Was 
any more averfe to that which looked like a Separation than. 
he was, if he could poffibly have helped it, fam Gonfcientii. 
His Prayers were conftant,and his£ndeavonrs 3 ashe had Oppor- 
tunity, that there might be fome healing Methods found out and 
Agreed upon. But it is well known what, was the Voxckri at 
that time, w{ . That forafinuch as the Oaths, Subscriptions 
and Ceremonies were Impofed only to keep out fuch Men, 
they would never confent to their Removal, for the letting 
them in again. Nohtmus Legss Angli* mutari 9 was a Saying 
perverted to this Pnrpofe : And the fixed principle was, Better 
a Schifm without the Church, than a FadHon within it, ££c 
This was at that time publilh'd and own d, as the Senfe of 
the Clergy in Convocation. Which Temper and Refolve^ 
fo contrary to that which might haveV^t^xv^^^^^ 
that Hippy and G/orious Revolution* && * \wfca &^ 
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timents in cbat Matter ; and he faw himfeif perfe&ly driven 
from them. Defpairing therefore to fee an Accommodation, he 
let himfeif the more vigoroufly to improve the prefent Liberty. 
In June 1689. the Adfc of Indulgence pafird, which not- only 
tolerated, but allowed the Diffencers Meetings, and took them 
under the Protcdion of the Government. 

Soon after which, though he never in the leaft changed Us 
Judgment, as to the Lawfulnefs of joyning in the Common- 
Pntycf, but waiftill ready to do it occafionally 5 yet the Mi- 
mllf 1 s that preached at fV/jitwell-Chippcl, being often uncertain 
in their coming, which kept his Meeting at Broad-Oak, at like 
I J iv rrtiinties, to the frequent difappointment of many of 
his Hearers that came from far 5 he was at Iaft prevailed with 
to preach at publick time every Lord's Day, which he conti- 
nued ro do while he lived, much to his own Satisfa&ion, and 
the S.ttisfa&ion of his Friends. An eminent Minifter in 
Lanctifhire, who did in like manner alter his Pra&ife aboot 
that time, gave this for a reafon, That he bad been for Twenty 
ftven Tears Striving to fleafe a Generation of Men, who after all 
would not be pleafed, and therefore he would no longer endeavour it 
as he had done. 

It may be of ufe to give fome Account how he managed 
his Ministerial Work, in the latter part of his time, wherein 
he had as fignal Tokens of the prefence of God with him, , 
as ever ; enabling him ftill to bring forth Fruit in Old Age, 
and to renew his Youth like the Eagles. Though what he 
did, he ftill did gratis, and would do fo, yet he was not wil- 
ling to have any conftant Affiftant, nor had he any ; fo much 
was he in his Element, when he was about his Matter's Work : 
'Twas his Meat and drink to do it. 

1. As to his conftant Sabbath- Work, he was uniform and 
abundant in it. He began his Morning Family- worQup, on 
Lord's Days, at Eight a Clock, when he read and expounded 
pretty largely, fung aPfalm and prayed ; and many flrove to 
come time enough to pin with him in that Service. He 
began in Publick j aft at Nine a Clock Winter and Summer* 
His Meetiug-place was an Out-building of his own, near 
ad joining to his Houfe, fitted up very decently and conveni- 
ently for the Purpofe. He began wiih Prayer, then he fung 
P/a/. no. without reading the Line ■, tvezt he read and ex- 
pounded d Chapter in the Ol&Teftaocvw. v& ^o» MvrmVMg^ %sA 
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ill the NewTeftamem in the Afternoon. He looked upon 
the Publick Reading of the Scriptures in Religious Affemblies, 
to be an Ordinance of God, add that it tended very much to 
the Edification of People by that Ordinance, to have what 
is read expounded • to them. -The bare reading of the 
Word, be ufed to compare to the throwing of a Net into the 
Water; but the expounding of it, is like the fpreading out of 
that Net, which makes it the more likely to catch Fifh; efpe- 
cially as be managed it, with practical profitable Observations. 1 
Some that haVe heard him read a Chapter with this Thought, 
How will he make fbch a Chapter aft this ufcfuj to us ? have 
been furprized with fnch pertinent, ufeful Inftru&ions, as 
they have owned xo tte as much for their Edification as 
any Sermon. And commonly when he had expounded i 
Chapter, be wobid defire them wben they came home to read 
it over, and recbitaft fome of thofe things that had been fpoken 
to them out of it. * 

In his Expounding of the Old Teftament, he induftrioufly 
fought forfooaething in it concerning Christ, who is the true 
Treafure, hid iirthe Field, the true Mim*** hid in the Dew of the 
Old Teftament. Take one Inftance 5 the laft Sabbath that 
ever he fpent with bis Children at Cbefter, in the Publick 
Morning Worlhip^ he read and expounded the laft Ghapte* 
of the Book of Job* After He had gbne^hrough the Chapter; 
and obferved what bethought fit out of it, he expreffed him J 
felf to this purpofe i When I have read a Chapter in the Of J 
Teftament, I ufe ta enquire what there is in it that points at thrifts 
or is any way applicable to Chrift $ here is in this Chapter * great 
deal */-Job, But' is there nothing of Chrifthere >' Tesj you have 
beard of the Patience. r>f Job, and have in him fern the end of thf 
L?rd. This in Job is applicable to Chrift ± that after he hadpaH- 
ently gone through his Sufferings, he was appointed an Intercejfor 
for his unwind Friends. V. 8. Go to my Servant Job, and niy 
Servant Job fhaH^ray for you, for him will I accept. // «fiy 
one hath an Errand to. God, let him fo to Jefus Chrift, and put 
it into bis hand, for there is no acceptance to be biped for with God y 
but by him, who is his beloved Son ; not , only with whom ho 
is well pleafed, but in whom, viz. with us in him : he hath 
made us accepted in the Beloved. 
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After the Expofuion of the Chapter hpftuag a Pfah£ aid 
commonly chofe a Pftlm faitable to the Chapter he had cs* 
pounded $ aod would briefly tell hit Hearer* bow tlfoy m#* 
fii)g that P&lm with Vnderftandwg, aod what Aff&kmsf 
Soul lhould be pocking towards God, in thefmgmg of it $ 
hi* Hints of that kind were of great nfe, and contributed 
much to the right Performance of that Service ; he often (ad, 
themure finpng of Pfahm there is in oar FdmMas md Cosghy* 
tiens on Sabbath-days^, the metre like they are, to Heaven* and ok 
mute there is in them of the Everlafting Sabbath. He would fkf 

Iqmefimes, he loved to fing tehole Ffahis, rather *ttt 

'. After the Sermon in therMorniig, he fon&the 11 jthPfd* 
without reading the Liae. ■?.-"■ 

tie intermitted at Noon about an Hour lad* half, an&W 
Sacrauient-Days not neat Jb, long, in which time he took 
fqme little Refrefliment in his Study, making: no fofcno 
Dinner ; yet many of -hit Friends did partake of Us Canal, 
as well as of hi* fpiricaai things, as thofe did that followed 
Cbrift, of whoqp he was careful they lhould natfdn* tytk 
way. The Morning, Sermon was repeated, by a, ready Writer, 
to tbofif thai ftaid in the Meeting place, a* many did* and 
whop that was done/ 1* begun the Afternoon?*' E*errife 3 in 
which he cot only JUaiiand Expounded a Chapter^ but 
Catecfetoed the Cbikfteiv and Expotedtd tfad Catfechifin 
brjefly before Sermon; Thus did be gofyomStrtngtb taStrengtb, 
and from Duty to Duty on Sabbath-days 5 runniftg the waji 
of God's Commandments with an enlarged Heart. And the 
Variety $od Vivacity of his Publick Services, made them 
exceeding pleafanc to all that join d with him, who never had 
Caufe to complain of his being tedious. He us'd to fay> 
Every Mintito of Sabbath-time is precious, and none of it to be loft} 
and that he fcarce thought the Lord's Day well feent, if he 
were not weary in Body at Night ; wearied with Lis Work, 
but not weary of it, as he ufed to diftingu ifti.He would (ay fome- 
times to thofe about him, when be had gone through the Du- 
ties of a Sabbath j WtU, if this be not the way to Heaven, I do 
not lyto* what is. In preffing People to Number their Day% 
he would efpecially exhort them to Number their Sabbath-days, 
bow many they have been, and V\ov* \VL tte^ have been f pent ; 
how few 'tis like they may be, xYkVAY^ \s^\*^\&\>w&*\ 
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and to help in the Account, be would fay, thttfor every Twen- 
ty Tedrs of out Lives, we enjoy above a Thou/and Sabbdtbs 3 which 
fault all be .accounted for in the Day of Reckoning. 

As to his con&anc Preaching, it was very fubftantial and 
elaborate, and greatly to Edification. He us'd to fay, he 
could not Stmrcb in bis Preaching $ that if, he would not 5 as 
knowing where the Language and Expreflion is ftiff, and - 
forced, and fine ( as they caul it ) it doth not reach the greateft 
purt of the Hearers. When he grew old, he would fay, fare 
be might now take a greater Liberty to *#/$.( as he calTd it ) in 
the Pulpit ; that is, to fpeak familiarly to People ; yet to the 
laft he abated not in his Preparation* for the Pulpit, nor ever 
delivered any thing raw and undigefted; much lefe any thing 
Unbecoming the Gravity and Serioufnefs of the Work. If his 
Preaching were Talking, it was talking to the furfofi. His Ser- 
mons were not Common Place, bat even when his SubjeAs 
were the moft plain and trite, yet his Management of them Was 
ufually peculiar and furprizing. In thofe Years as formerly, he 
kept for the moft part in a Method for Subje&s, and was very 
feldom above one Sabbath upon a Text. And bis conftant 
Pra&ice was, as it had been before, when he concluded 
a Subject that he had been a good while upon, he fpent one 
Sabbath' ina brief Rehearfal of .the Marrow and Subftanci* of 
the many Sermons he preached upon it ; which he c&U'd tht 
clenching of the Nail, that it might be as a Nail in a 
fuze place. So very induftrious was he, and no left 
ingenious in his Endeavours, that bis Hearers might be 
able after bis Deceafe, to bene tbefe things always in Retnetfo 
brance f z Pet, 1. 15. and it is hoped, that by theBIeffing 
of God, the Effed did not altogether difappoint his Ex- 
pectation. In the latter times of his Miniftry, he would 
often contrive the Heflfis of his Sermons to begin With 
the fame Letter, or rather Two and Two of a Letter 5 but he 
did not at all feem to affedfc or force it ; only if it fell in na- 
turally and eafily, he thought it a good help to Memory, and 
of ufe, efpecially to the younger fort. And he would fay, 
the chief Reafon why he did it was, becaufe 'tis frequently 
obferved in the Scripture, particularly the Book of Pfalms. 
And though it be not a fafhionable Ornament of DlCcsuatffe^ 
if it be a Scripture Ornament, that is foffudcxist vi x^wsiscsm^ 
if, *t l&a to juttify it againft the tapwaiofe* AQ5fi&S»^ 
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nefc; (Mr. Porter of Wbitsburch very banch:us ! dit, To did 
Mr. Maiden. ) Bat the Excellency of his Sermons lay chiefly 
in the Enlargements, whichiwere always very ifoltd, era vet and 
judicious; but in expreffing and marshalling his. Heads, he 
often condefcended below his own Judgment, to help Jos 
Hearers Memories. Some of bis Subje&s (when he had 
finlfhed them ) he made feme fhort Memorandums of inVcrfe, 
a Diftich or Two of each Sabbath's Work, and gave them 
out iri Writing, among the young ones of his Congregation, 
many of whom wrote them, and learned them/ and profited 
by them* 

It might be of ufe ( efpecially to thofe who had the Happinds 
of fitting under his Miniftry ) to give feme Account of die 
Method of his Sabbath Subjects, during the laft Eight or Nine 
Years of. his Miniftry ; and it was defignd, till 'twas found 
'twould (well this Narrative into too great a Bulk. 

2. As to the Adminiftration of the Sacraments, thofe 
JMysleriesof God y which Minifters are the Stewards of. ' 

As to the Sacrament of Baptifra, he had never ( that I 
know of) Baptized any Children ( except his own ) from the 
time he was turn d put in 1662. till his laft Liberty came, 
though often defir'd to do it ; fuch was the tender regard he 
had to the eftablifhed Church ; but now he rcviv'd the Ad- 
miniftration of that Ordinance in his Congregation. The 
Qccafion was this ; One of the Parifli-Muiifters Preaching at 
ffl/;w//-Chappel, Mr. Henry and his Family, and many ofhis 
Friends being prefenr, was earneftly cautioning People not to 
go to Conventicles, and us'd this as an Argument againft it, 
That they were Baptised into the Church of England : Mr. Henry % 
Catholick Charity could not well digeft this Monopolizing 
of the great Ordinance of Baptifra, and thought it time to 
bear his Teftimony againft fuch narrow Principles, which he 
ever exprefled his Diflike of in all Parties and Perfwafions. 
Accordingly he took the next Opportunity that offer'd it fel£ 
publickJy to Baptize a Child, and 4cfird the Congregation to 
pear witnefs, That he did not Baptise that Child into the Church 
cf England, nor into the Church of Scotland, nor into the Church 
of the DsfTenters, nor into the Church at Broad-Oak, but into 
fif vifible Catholic^ Church of Jefus Cbrifi. After this he Bap- 
ttzecf very many, and always ?\x\>\\cWj n \kw^\>w^\r^te 
jpouairy they were cotpmgri^j cai^eA * $*A ^ Vi •■ _"^$* 
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Publick Adminiftration of Baptifm he not only judged moft 
agreeable to the Nature and End of the Ordinance, but found 
cp be very profitable and edifying to the Congregation ; for 
be always took that occafion, not only to explain the Nature 
of the Ordinance, butaffe&ionately and pathetically to excite 
people duly to improve their Baptifm. He ufually received 
the Child immediately out of the Hands of the Parent that 
prefented it, and return' d it into the fame Hands again, with 
this or the like Charge, Take this Child t and bringit up for God* 
He us'd to fay, that one Advantage of Publick Baptifm was, 
that there were many to join in Prayer for the Child in which 
therefore, and in Bleffing God for it, he was ufually very large 
and particular. After he had Baptized the Child, before he 
gave it back to the Parent, be commonly ufed thefe Words ; , 
We receive this Child into the Congregation of Chrift's Church, 
having wajhed it with Water, in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Gboft, in token that hereafter it (hall 
not be ajbamedto confefi Cbrift Crucified, and manfully to fight , 
&c. 

He Baptized many adult Perfons, that through the Error 
of their Parents, were not Baptized in Infancy, and fome in 
Publick. 

The Solemn Ordinance of the Lord's Supper he cpnftantly 
celebrated in his Congregation once a Month, and always to 
a very considerable Number of Communicants. He did not 
ufually obferve Publick Days of Preparation for that Ordi- 
nance, other than as they fell in Courfe in the Weekly 
Le&ures; nor did he ever appropriate any particular Subjeft 
of his Preaching to Sacrament-days, having a great Felicity in 
adapting any profitable Subject to fuch an Occafion : And 
he would fay, What did the Primitive Chriftians do, when 
they celebrated the Lord's Supper every Lord's Day ? His 
Adminiftration of this Ordinance was very folemn and affccSt- 
ing. He had been wont to go about in the Congregation, and - 
to deliver the Elements with his own Hand ; but in his latter 
time, he delivered them only totbofe hear him, and fo they 
were handed from one to another, with the Afliftance of one 
whp fupplied the Office of a Deacon, as having alfo the 
Cuftody and Difpofal of the Money gathered for the y(eof the 
Poor 5 Mr. Henry taking and cateMVj Vfct\jvs\^* ^>s^»Sa^ 
Account of it. 
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Such as defir'd to be admitted to che Lord'* Sapper, he firft 
difcourfed with concerning their Spiritual State, and how the 
Cafe ftood between God and their Souls ; not only to examnt 
them but to inftruH and teach them, and to encourage them as he 
faw Occafion; gently leading thofe whom he difcerniM to be 
ferious thdugh weak and timorous ; He ofually difcours d with 
them more than once,as finding Precept upon Precept, and Line 
upon Line ncccflary : but he did it with fo much Mildnefc, 
and Humility, and Tendernefi, and Endeavour to make the 
beft of every body , as did greatly affedfc and win upoq 
many. He was herein like our great Matter, who can bm* 
Companion on the Ignorant^ and doth not defpife the Day of 
fmall things. 

But his Admiffion of young People out of the Rank of 
Catechumens into that of Communicants, had a peculiar Solem- 
nity in it. Such as he Catechiz'd, when they grew up to 
fome Years of Difcretion, if he obferved them to be intelli- 
gent and ferious, and to let their Faces Heaven-wards; he. 
marked them out to be admitted to the Lord's Supper; and 
when he had a competent Number of fuch, Twelve or 
Fifteen perhaps, or more ; he ordered each of them to come 
to him feveraliy, and difcourfed with them of the things be- 
longing to their everlafting Peace ; put it to their Choice 
whom they would ferve ; arid endeavoured to affe&them 
with thofe things with which by their Catechifms they had 
been made acquainted ; drawing them with the Cords of a 
Man, and the Bands of Love, into the Way which is called 
Holy. For feveral Lord's Days he Catechized them, particu- 
larly, in Publick, touching the Lord's Supper, and the Duty 
of Preparation for it, and their Baptifmal Covenant, which in 
that Ordinance they were to take upon themfelves, and to 
make their own Aft and Deed. Often telling them upon fuch 
Occafions, that they were not to oblige themfelves to any more 
than what they were already obliged to by their Baptifin 9 
only to bind themfelves f after to it. Then he appointed a Day 
in the Week before the Ordinance; when in a folemn Aflem- 
bly on purpofc, he prayed for them, and preached a Sermon 
to them, proper to their Age and Circumftances ; and fo the 
following Sabbath they were all received together to the 
Lord's Supper. This helooYied u^on a&^i\^Cc»fam*uwi ^ 
or Tranlizion into the State o£ a&x\t QitoAw-tosSbwSmj. 
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The more folemn our covenanringwitji God is, the more deep 
and die more durable the Impremons are likely to be. He 
hath recorded it in his Diary, upon one of thefe Occafioro, 
as his Heart's Defire and Prayer for thofe who were thu$ ad- 
mitted ; " That it might be as the Day of their Efpoufeis tQ 
a the Lord Jefus, and that they, might each of them hare 
" a Wedding Garment. 

3. The Difcipline be obferved in his Congregation was. 
not fuch as he could have wilhed for, but the oefk he could 
get, confidering what afcatter'dFlockhehad, which was his 
trouble, but it could not be helped. He would fometimes 
apply to the circumftances he was in, that of Mofes, Beut. i%^ 
8, 9. However, I fee not but the end was efFe&ually attain- 
ed by the methods he took, though there wanted the formality 
of Officers and Church-meetings, for the purpofe. If he heard 
of any that walked diforderly, he fent for them, and reproved 
them, gently or fharply as he faw the Cafe required. If the 
Sin had Scandal in it, he fufpeoded them from the Ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper, till they gave fome tokens of their Re- 
pentance and Reformation. And where the offence was pubr 
lick and grofs, his judgment was, that fome publ ick faiisfa&i- 
on fhould be made to the Congregation before Re-admiffion. 
But whatever offence did happen, or breaches of the Cbriftian 
Peace, Mr. H<?»r;'s peculiar excellence lay in reftoring with 
the Spirit of Meeknefs; which, with his great Prudence and 
Love, and Condefcenfion, did fo much command the refpe&s 
of his People, and win upon them, that there was a Univerfal 
Satisfaction in all his Management 5 and it may truly be faid 
of him, as it was of David, 2 Sam. 3. 36. that whatsoever he 
did pleafed all the people. And it isaninftanceand Evidence, that 
thofe Minifters who will rule by Love and Meeknefs, need no 
Laws or Canons to rule by, other than thofe of the Holy 
Scripture. How forceable are right words ? Job 6. 2^. 

t. He was very ftridfc and very ferious in obferving the 
lick Fafts appointed by Authority, and called them a delight. 
He bad (eldom anyone to aflift him in carrying on the Duties 
of thofe Days, but performed the Service of them himCelf 
alone. He began at Nine of the Clock, or quickly after, and 
Heyer ftirred out of the Pulpit till about¥o\JK*v&^ ^\^wtf»^ 
{pending all chat rime in Praying an^xvo^xv&vv^^^^^ 5 ^^ 
?nd Preaching, to the admiration of aXY^x^^^V^^ ^^ 
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were generally more on fuch days than ufual. And he wh 
fometimes oblerv'd, to be more warm and lively cowards the 
latter end of the Duties of a Faft-Day, then at the beginning; 
as if the Spirit were moft willing and enlarged when the 
Flefh was moft weak. In all his Performances on Publick 
Faft-days, he did, hoc agere, attend to that which was the 
proper work of the day ; every thing is beautiful in in 
oeafon. His prayers and pleadings with God on thofe days, 
were efpecially for National Mercies, and the pardon of Nati- 
onal Sins } How excellently did he order the Caufe before 
God, and fill his Mouth with Arguments in his large and 
particular Interceffions for the Land, for the King, the 
Government, the Army, the Navy, the Church, the French 
Proteftants, &c. He was another J a cob, a Wreftler, an lfrul % 
a Prince with God. Before a Faft-day he would be more 
than ordinarily inquifitive concerning the ftate of Publick 
Affairs, as Nehemiah was, N*£. i. x. that he might know the 
better how to order his prayers and preaching : for on fuch 
a day (he hath fometimes faid ) as good fty nothing, as nothing 
to the purpofe. He made it his bufinefs on Faft-days, to (hew 
People their Tranfgreflions, efpecially the Houle of Jacob 
their Sins. 'Tis moft proper ( faid he ) to preach of Chrift on 
LorcTs-days, to preach of Sin on Faft-day s 9 and to preach Out) on 
both. He went over the third Chapter of the Revelation, in 
the FafiSSerroons of two Years. Another Year he preached. 
Over the particulars of that Charge, Zeph. 3. i. Hypocrife 
in Hearers, and Flattery in Preachers (as he would fome- 
times fay ) is bad at any time, but it is efpecially abomina- 
ble upon a Day of Humiliation. 

5. He preached a great many LiFtures in the Country about, 
fomejlated, fome occafional, in fupplying of which be was 
very indefatigable. He hath fometimes preached a J^e&ure, 
ridden eight or nine Miles, and preached another, and the 
jiext day two more : To quicken himfelf to diligence he 
would often (ay, our opportunities are pafftngaway, and we mvft 
work, while it is day, for the night cometh. Once having very 
wet and foul weather to go through to preach a Ledhire, be 
faid, he comforted himfelf with two Scriptures; one was, 
2 Tim. 2. 3. Endure hat dnefs as a good Soldier of Jefus Cbriit. 

The other ( becaufe he expofed aivi Y\azas4fc& &i health, for 
which fome blamed him } was x Sam. 6. xv* it thu >>«$<** 
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the "Lird. He took all occafions in his LeSures abroad, to 
pofTefs the minds of People with fober and moderate Prin- 
ciples, and co ftir them up ro the feriousrega* d of thofe thing* 
wherein we are all agreed. tye are not met here together ( faid 
heonce in an Exhortation, with which he often began at his 
Le&ure ) net beenufc we thinly our f elves better than others t hue 
hecaufe we defire to be better than vte are. 

He was very happy in the choice of hi* Subje&s for his 
Week-day Ledhires. At one which was ftated, he preached 
againft Error j\ii\ general, from Jam. i.i6.Donoterrmy beloved 
Brethre?j,pznicnhi\y from divers otherScriptures he fhewed,thac 
we mnft not Err , concerning God and Chrift, and the Spirit ; 
concerning Sin and Ityent once, Faith ani good fV^s; concerning 
God y f Ordinances; concerning Grace and Peace , and Afflictions and 
Pro/bcritjr, and the things of the Life to come. At the monthly 
Ledures at his own Houfe, he cbofe co preach upon the four 
laft things, Death and Judgment, Heaven and Hell, in many 
particulars, but commonly a new Text for every Sermon. 
When he had in many Sermons finifhed the firft of the Four, 
one that us'd to hear him fometimes, enquiring of his progrefs 
in his Subjects, asked him if he had done with Death ? mean- 
ing that Subjed concerning Death ; to which he pleafantly 
replied. No, f have not done with him yet j Imufi have another 
turn with him y and he wit-give me a fall ; but I hope to have the 
Vi&ory at laft. He- would fometimes remove the Ledhires 
in the Country from one place to another, for the benefit of 
thofe that could not travel. Once having adjourned a 
Le£hiretotanewplace, he began it with a Sermon on AElt 
l j. 6. Thefe' men that have turned the World upfide down, 
are come hither alfo ; in which he fhew'd how falfe the 
Charge is as they meant it ; for Religion doth not difturb 
the Peace of Families or Societies, doth not caufeanydtforder 
or unquietnefs, &c. And yet, that in another fenfe there is 
k great Truth in it ; That when the Gofpel comes in power 
to any Soul ; it turns the World upfide down in that Soul ; 
fuch is the Change it makes there. 

' All this hedid gratis, and without being burthenfome to any ; 
nay, he was beft pleas'd, when at the places where he preach- 
ed, nothing was got for his Entertainment, W\.V»c*x&R. > ostt»fc 
/ ehovgb fome Miles) Fafting; a* *vi\ fctW ^\^*\\.^*a>^ 
rroubk to him to fee his Friendi cmSi&dwrc. tcco^ ^T^aw 
hough it was out of their refpe& to \ascv. V* * 
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La(Hy, As he was an excellent Prtuiebar himfelf, fo he was 

a* exemplary Hearer of the Word, when others preached, 

though every way his Infcriours, fo reverent, ferioos, and 

attentive was he in hearing, and fo obfervant of what wis 

fpoken. I have heard him tell, that he knew one ( and I 

fuppofe it was as Paul knew a Man in Chrift ) who could trulj 

fay, to the Glory of God, that for Forty Years he .had 

sever flept at a Sermon. He was diligent alio to improve 

what he heard afterwards by Meditation , Repetition, 

Prayer and Difcourfe ; and he was a very great Encoorager 

of young Minifters that were humble and ferious, though thai 

Abilities and Performances were but , tpean. He hath nosed 

in his Diary, (as that which affe&ed him ) this faying of a 

j godly Man, a Hearer of his, " I find it eafier to go fix Mild 

/ M to hear a Serrpoq, than to fpend one quarter of an boor ia 

j (( meditating and praying over it in fecret, ( as I fhotld ) 

' ■ * c when I come home. 

As to the Circumftances of his Family in thefe laft nioc 
Years of his Life, they were fomewhat different from whit 
they had been ; but the fame C And Is of God which had Ained 
upon his Tabernacle, continued (till to do fo. In the Yean 
1687, and 1688, he married all his five Children, the three 
cldeft in four Months time, in the Year 1687. and the other 
two in a Year and a half after; fo many Swarms ( as heus'd 
to call them ) out of his Hive 5 and all not only with his full 
Confenr, but to his abundant Comfort and Satisfaction. He 
would (ay, he thought it the Duty of Parents to ftudy to 
oblige their Children in that affair. And though never could 
Children be more eafie and at rest in a Father's Houfe than 
his were, yet he would fometimes fay concerning them, as 
Naomi to R^th, Rtith 3. 1. Shall! not feek, reft for thee? Two 
Advices he us'd to give,both tohisChildren and'others,in their 
Choice of that Relation : One was , Kjep within the bounds 
of Profejfion, fuch as one may charitably hope is from a good 
Principle. The other was, Lool^at fuitabknefs^ in Age, Qua- 
lity, Education, Temper, G?c. He us'd to obferve from 
Gen. z. 1 8. Iwill make him a brlp meet for him \ that where there 
is not Meetnefs, there will not be much Help. And he would 
commonly fay to his Children, with reference to that choice, 
P/ea/e God andpleafe your /clues, and }ou JVioll »ro« dif^Wa^t xai\ 

and greatly blamed thofe Parents^ wWco\^\\A^^^^i«aSa\ 

. "tags 
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their Children, and do not ask Connfel at their Mouth. He 
never aim'd at great things in the World for his Children 4 , 
but fought for them in the firft place the Kingdom of God, 
andtheRighteoufheis thereof. He us"d to mention fometimtt 
thefaying of a pious Gentlewoman, that had many Daughters i 
The Care of moji People, is bow to get good Husbands for their 
Daughters j butt*) tore 4s to fit my Daughters to be good Wives i 
mi then lit God provide far them. In this, as in other things; 
Mr. Henry fteered by that Principle ; That a Mans Life cort- 
jfoetb not in the abundance of the things that be Poffeffcth. And ifc 
pleafed God fb to order it, that all his Children were difpd- 
. fed of, into Circumftances very agreeable and comfortably 
both for Life and Godiinefs. He was greatly afFedted with the 
Goddiftfs of God to him herein, witmutiny forecaft or con^ 
- tiivance of bis own. The Country ( faith he in his Diary ) 
sokes notice of it, and what then (haO I render ? Surely this is 4 
Token for good. 

All his four Daughters were married at J^i>ew//-Chappefy 
and h* preach'd a Wedding Sermon for each of ttiefti, m his 
own Family after. He would dterv t*ll his Friends, That 
thofe who defire, -iis.tte married Condition, to live in the 
Favour of God, muft enter upon that Condition in the Feat 
of God. For it's an ill Omen to (tumble at the Thfefhold ; 
and' an Error in the ftrft Concodiion, isfeldom amended ii) 
the ffecond. 

While he lived, he bad much comfort in all his Children 
and their Yoke-fellot* 9, and fomewhat the more, that by thi 
Divine Providence,? four of the five Families which branched 
out of his, were fettled in Chefter. 

His yeungeft Daughter was married April 26. 1 688. the 
fame Dry of the Yew ( as he obferves in his Diary ) and the 
fame Day of the Week; and in the fame place that he was 
married to his dear Wife, Twenty eight years before ; upon 
which this is his Remark, I cannot defire for them^ that they 
/beuid receive more from God than we have received, in that 
Solution and Condition y but 1 would defire , and do defire, that 
they may do more for 1 God in it than vpe have done. His ufual 
Complement to bis New-married Friends, was, others wiA 
yon alt Happinefs, I wifli you all HtAinefs, and theu thste. is ts* 
doubt but you will have all Happw[u 



^V« 



*4* 71* LIFE of Mr. Philip Eenrp. 

. When the Marriage of the Jaft of bis Daughters was abdut 
to be concluded on, he thus writes ; But is Jofeph gone, and 
Simeon gone, and muft Benjamin go alfi ? we wil not fay that 
all thefe things are again]} us> tut for us : If we muft be thus m 
this merciful way bereavd of our Children, let us be bereavd ; and 
God turn it for good to them y as we know he will if they love awl 
fear his Name. And when, fometime after fhe was married, 
lie parted with her to the Houfe of her Husband, he thus 
writes; We have font her away , not rfiLaban /aid he would have 
fent his Daughters away % with Mirth, and with Songs, witk 
.Tabret, and with Harp, but with Prayers and Tears, and beany 
goodJVifhes : And now (faith he in his Diary ) we are alone ogam, 
as, we were in our beginning ; God be better to us thorn twenty 
Children. Upon the fame occahon he thus writes to . a dear 
Relation .- We are now left as we were 9 One and One, and yet 
put one One; the Lord, I truft y that has brought' us thus far % 
will enable us to finiih well ; and then all will be well, and m* 
till then. 

That; which he often mentioned, as the matter of his great 
Comfort that it was fo, and his defiie that it might continoefo, 
was,, the Love and Unity that was among his Children ; aid 
that ( as he writes ) the tranfplanting of them into new 
Relations, had not Icjfened that Love, but rather increased 
it ; for this he often gave thanks to the God of Love ; noting 
From Job j. 4. That the Childrens Love to one another is the 
Parents comfort and joy. In his Laft Will and Teftanaexit, 
this is the Prayer which he puts up tor his Children, That 
the Lord would build them up in Holinefsj and continue them 
JliS in brotherly love, as a bundle of Arrows which cannot be 
broken. 

. When his Children were removed from him, he was a 
daily Interccjfor at the Throne of Grace for them and their 
Families. Still the Burnt- offerings were offered according to 
the number of them ail. He ufed to fay, Surely the Children 
cf Jo mtnv Prayers will not mifcarry. Their particular Cir- 
cumftances of Affliction and Danger, were fure to be menti- 
oned by him with fuitable Petitions. The greateft Affli&ion 
he law in his Family, was the death of his dear Daughter-in- 
law, CatKt-ine, the only Daughter of Samuel Hardware E(q; 
who, about a Year and a half after (he. wattcanfplanted into 
bis Family (to which (he was the y craA. Qorofwt «&&. o™*- 



73^ LIFE of Mr. Philip Henry. 14$ 

mene imaginable ) dy'd of the Small Pox in Child-bed, upon 
the Thankfgiving Day for King Willi 'am 9 * coming in. She 
dy'd but a few Weeks after Mr. Henry had married the laft of 
his Daughters, upon which Marriage (he had laid, Now we 
have a full Leafe, God only knows which Life will drop firft* She 
comforted her felf in the extremity of her illnefs with thii 
word* Well, when I come to Heaven, I /ball fee that I could not 
home been without this AffliSion. She had been for fome time 
before under fome Fears as to her Spiritual State, but the 
Clouds were through Grace difpell'd, and (he finiihed her 
Courfe with Joy, and a chearful Expedition of the Glory to 
b$ reveaTd. When ihe lay iU, Mr. Henry ( being in fear not 
only for her that was ill, but for the reft of his Children in 
Cbefier, who had none of them paft the pikes of that perilous 
Diftemper) wrote thus to his Son, on the Evening of the 
Lord's Day. I- have juft done the public^ Work, of this Day, 
wherein, before many Scores of Witne/fes, many of whom I dare 
fay, are no little concerned for you : I have absolutely, freely, and 
unrefervedly given you all up to the good Will and Pttafure of cur 
Heavenly Father, waiting what he will do with us, for Good I am 
fure we have received, and /hall we not receive Evil alfi ? He 
preached at Chester, upon occafion of that fad Breach in his 
Family, on Job 10. 3. Shew me wherefore thou contended with 
me. 

When two of his Children lay ill, and in perilous Cir- 
cuthftances, after he had been wreftling with God in Prayer 
for them, he wrote thus in his Diary; " If the Lord will 
" be pleafed to grant me my Requeft this time concerning 
u my Children, I will not fay as the beggars at our Door 
" ufe to do. I'll never asl^ any thing of him again ; but on the 
" contrary, he fhall hear oftner from me than ever ; and I 
" will love God the better, and love Prayer the better, as long as 
" I live. He us'd to fay, Trades-men take it ill, if thofe that 
are in their Bockj, go to another Shop 5 while we arefo much 
indebted to God for paft Mercies, we are bound to attend him 
for further Mercies. . 

As he was an Interceffor for his Children at the Throne of 
Grace, fo he was upon all Occafions a Remembrancer to 
them, both by Word and Letter, to quicken them to that which 
is good. How often did he inculcate tVAsw^rct ^nn&> \4*** 
one another, and the God of Lwe and Peace wittbe wA^u» *>» 
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at yon can, iebik you are Hither, to help one another to Hea+ew] 
that you may be together there, for ever, and with the Lord. 
When the t ataiKes of his Children were in Health and Peace, 
the C*ndi6 of God flrining upon their Tabernacles, he Wrote 
thufc to them, *Twas one of Job' J Comforts in bis Profperitju tbit 
bis Children love' done another, andfeafted together? The fattuis 
tursinyou, which God continue. But you wit not be offended if 
we fray that you may none of you Curfe God in you HeaiB, 
Hpnemier the TVoeel is always in motion, and the Spo\etbafis 
mffermiff will be under, and therefore mix Tremblings mtwayi mtb 
yirjoy* 

He much re joyced in the Vifits of his Children, and nude 
that a$ other things, which were the matter of bis Hejoydmgj 
the matter of bis Thanksgiving. His nfual frying afc paitiflg, 
wfts> j)ns is not the World we are to be together in, and tie ##0 
it it not, but there is fuch a World before us: And his ufetl 
pntyet was, That our next Meeting might be either in Heaven, m 
further on in our way towards it. 

He had in Eight years time Twenty four Grand-children 
horn, fomeby each of his Children; concerning whom he 
iMuld often blefs God, that they were all the fealed ones of the 
Go)d of JJwfwrt, and enrolled among bis Lambs. On the birth 
6f his ftcond Grand-Child, acatttmblefometimeas toPubikfc 
Affairs, he thus writes, I have now feen my Cbildrens Children, 
let the alfo fee Peace i//walfrael; and then I will fay, Lord; now 
htteff thou thy Servant depart. . Some were much Ifc fcftcrt 
*ith it, When he baptized two of his Grand-childrtn together 
lit Cbefter, publickly, and preached on Gen. 3$-. ^ ibey are' 
the Children which God hath graciovfly given . thy Strmatitt. He 
obferved in what a favory, pious, gracious, manher Jacob 
fpeaks. He had fpoken good fenfe if he had only faid, The) 
are my Children, but then he had not fpoken like Jacob 9 l\k& one 
thit had fo lately feen the Face of God. Though our Speech 
be not always of Grace, yet it muft be always with Grace, 
Grice pour'd into the Lips. There is a kind of Language, 
the air of which fpeaks it the Language of Canaan; Chriftians 
Should fpeak like Chriftians. 

It was not long after his Children were married from hiffl, 

but his Honfe was fill'd again with the Children of feveril 

of. bis Friends, whom he was, by much importunity, perfwa- 

ded to take to Table wi&Vum. ^V^^^u^^^m^^^t 
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it a thoufand pities, that fuch a Mafterpf a Family, fliould have 
butafmall Family, and fliould not have many to (it down 
under his Shadow. He was firft aim oft neceffitated to it, by 
the death of his dear Friend and Kinfman, Mr. Benyon of 
Jf/bj who left his Children to his Care. Some hetook£r<*w, 
or for fmall Confideration ; and when by reafon of the ad- 
vances of Age he could not go about fo much as he had done,* 
doing good, he laid out himfelfto do the more ar home.He kept 
ft Teacher to attend their School-learning ; and they had the 
benefit not only of his Infpe&ion in that, but (which was much 
more) his Family-Worfoip; Sabbath Inftru&ions, Catechizing 
and daily Converfe, in which his Tongue was as choice Silver, 
and his Lips fed many. Nothing btit the hopes of doing fome 
good to the rifing Generation could have prevailed with him* 
..to take this trouble upon hiop. He would often fay, We have 
a bufic Houfe, but there is a J^efl remaining. We muSt be doing 
fometbing in the World while we are in it $ but this fafoion will 
' not, loft long, mefhinjfj I fee it faffing away. 

Sometimes He had fuch with him as had gone thtough 
their Courfe of Univerfity Learning, at private Academies, 
and defired to fpe.nd fome time in his Family, before their 
Entrance upon the Miniftry, that they might have the benefit, 
not only of his Publick and Family Inftrudiions, but of his 
Learned and Pious. Converfe, in which, as he was thoroughly 
furnilhed, For every good Word and Woik, fo he was very 
Free and Communicative. The great .thing which he ufed to 

?refs upon.thofe who intended the.Miniftry, was to ftudy the 
captures, and make them familiar. Bonus Textuarius eft 
bonus Tbeologus, was a Maxim he often minded them of. For 
this purpole he regommended to thejn the ftudy of the Hebrew} 
that they might be able to fearch the Scriptures in the Original. 
He alfo advifed them to the ufe of an inter-kavd Bible, 
wherein tt> infert fuch Expofitions and Qbfervations, as occur 
occafionally in Sermons or other Books ; which he would 
lay, are more happy and copfiderable fometimes, than thofe 
that are found in the profeffed Commentators. When fome 

{oung Men defir'd the Happinefs of coming into his Family, 
e would tell thcrn, u You come to me as Naaman d id to EU/ha % 
" expe&ing that I fliould dp this and t'ottat fct ^>n\.» vdL 
*' alas, 1 can but fay as he did, GowajIo w'Jqy&cw^ C»o^^ 
H 'I* SctiptuKS, I profefs^tti tett> to <*&&* v ^?*§^ 
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c " Scripture Learning. It was but a little before he died, tha 
in reading IJa. 50. he obfcved from v. 4. The Lord God hat* 

given in '• c 7'>.^;.f tf th? Learned \ &c. That the true Lcai 

uinp of * Go r pel Minifter confifts not in being able to tall 
Lann tluc miy , and to difpute in Philofoph), but in being abl 
to . v rd '.nfajon to weary Souls. He that knows ho? 

to do that well, is a learned hdinijler. 



CHAP. IX. 

His Sicknefs y Death, and Burial. 

. *« he time of his Health, he made Death very famiBi 
-*- 10 himitlf, by frequent and pleafing Thoughts and Medi 
r^iicnis ot it ; ana endeavoured to make it fo to his Friends 
i y It akingoften of it.. His Letters and Difcourfes hadftil 
io.Aieching or < ther which (poke his conftant Expectations 
DtatJi ; thus did he learn to die daily : And it is hard to faj 
whether it w^s more vrfie to him to fpeak, or uneafie to hi 
Fnends, to hear him fpeak of leaving die World. Thi 
minds me of a paffege I was told by a worthy Scotch Minifta 
M . Patrick Adair, that Vifiting the famous Mr. Durham c 
GI ifz w, in his laft Sicknefs, which was long and lingring ; h 
faid ro him, Sir, I hope you have fo fct all in order,that you hav 
nothing efe to do but to dye : I blefs God (faid Mr. Durham 
lb'.ve?'ot h.id that to do neither thefe many years. . Suchisth 
comfort of dying daily, when we come to dye indeed. 
Mr. Hemys Conftitution was but tender, and yet by tb 

•Bleiiing of God upon his great Temperance, and care of hi 
Diet and rr oderate Exercife by walking in the Air, he di< 
for ma.-y Years enjoy a good meafure of Health, which b 
us'd to call, IV Sugar thatjweetens all Temporal Mercies, fo 
which therefore we ought to be very thankful, and 
which we ought to be very careful. He had femetime 
violent fits of the Ckolick^ which would be very affiidtitc 
for the time. Towards his latter end he was diftrefs'd fomc 

times with a pain, which hisDo&oi thought might arifefron 
a Scone in his Kidneys, TStuvfc ouc^^u^ toh^ teas 
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4n ill Fit of that Pain, he (aid to one of his Friends, that ask'd 
him how he did, he hoped by the Grace of God, hefhould no* 
be able to give one blow more to the Devil's Kingdom ; and often 
profefs'd, he did not defire to live a day longer than he might do 
Godfome Service. He faid to another, when he perceived 
himfelf Recovering; fipW, I thought I bad teen putting into the 
Harbour , but find Imuftto Sea again. 

He was fometimes fuddenly taken with fainting Fits, 
which when he recovered from, he would: fay, Dying is but a • 
little more. 

"MThen tie was in the Sixty third Year of his Age, which is 
commonly called the Grand Clima&erick, and hath been to 
many the Dying Tear, and was fo to his Father, he numbred 
the Days of it, from Augufi 14. 1693. to Auguft 24. 1694. 
when he finilhed it : And when he concluded it, he thus .wrote 
in his Diary : This Day finifheth my commonly dying Tear, 
which 1 have numbred the Days of ; andfhould now apply my Heart 
more than ever to Heavenly Wifdom. He was much pleafed with 
that Expreffion of our Engli/b Liturgy in the Office of Bu- 
rial, and frequently us'd it ; In the midsl of Life we are in 
Death. 

The Infirmities of Age, when they grew upon him, did 
very little abate his vigour and liveliness in Preaching, but he 
feemed even-to renew his Youth as the Eagles ; as thofe that 
are planted in the Houfeof the Lord, who ft ill bring forth Fruit 
in old Age ; not fo mucn to (hew that they are upright, as to 
/hew that the Lord is upright, Pfal. 92. 14, 15. But in his 
latter years, Travelling was very troublefome to him ; and he 
would fay, as Mr. Dod us'd to do, that when he thought to 
fliake himfelf as at other times, he found his hair was cut ; his 
Senfe of this led him to Preach an occafional Sermon not long 
before he died, on John 21. 18. W»en thou waft young thou 
girdedft thy J elf \ &c. Another occafional Sermon he preached 
when be was old for his own Comfort) and the Comfort of his 
aged Friends, on Pfal. 71.17, 1 8. God thou haft taught me from 
my Touth, &c. he obferved there, That it is a bleffed thing to be 
• taught of God from our Youth ; and thofe that have been 
taught of God from their Youth, ought to declare his wondrous 
Works all their Days after. And thofe that have been taught 
of God from their Youth, and have, aVL tYi&t ta** fcR&w*k>a^ 
Wondrdm Work9, may comfoitabV] «£*&, ifc»^fc«fc* M * 
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are old he will not forfake them. Chrift is a Mailer dnt 

doth not ufe tq caft off bis old Servants. 
.- For feme yeirs before he died, he us'd to complain of an 
habitual wearinefs, contra&ed, he thought, by his ftanding to 
Preach, fometimes very uneafily, and in inconvenient place, 
immediately after Riding. He would fay, every Minifter 
was not cut out for an Itinerant ; and fometimes the mamfeft 
attention and affection of People in Hearing, enlarged him 
fcoih in length and fervency, lomewhat more than hhftrength 
could well bear. It was not many Months before he died, 
fhat he wrote thus to a dear Relation, who enquired 
follicitoufly concerning his Health 5 I am always habimty 
Wear?, and expeB no other till I lye down in the Bed ef Spices. 
And (blefled be God) fo the Grave is to all the Saints, face 
he lay in it who is the Rofe of Sharon, and the Lilly of the 
Vallies. When fortie of his Friends perfwaded him to fpaie 
himfelf, he would fay, It's time enough to reft when I m 
in the Grave ; What were candles made for, but to burn ? 

It doth not appear that he had any particular Prefages of 
his Death ; but many Inftances there were of his a&oal 

! gracious expectation of it, fomewhat more than ordinary for 
bme time before. The laft Vifit he made to his Children in 
Chcftcr, was in July 1695. almoft a year before he died, when 
he fpent a LordWay there, and preached on the laft Verfe 
of the Epiftle to Philemon, The Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
be with your Spirit. By Grace he underftood not fo much the 
good Will of God towards us, as the good Worl^ of God in 
os, call'd the G^ace of Chrift, both becaufe he is the Au- 
thor and Finifher of it, and becaufe he is the Pattern 
and Samplar of it. Now the choicejl Gift we can asl^ of God 
for our Friend is, that this Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift may be 
with their Spirit. This is the one thing needful, the better part, 
the Upot of the Matter, the whole of Man, the Principal thing, 
the more excellent Way, a Blejpng indeed, and the thing that 
accompanies Salvation. The Grace of Chrift in the Spirit, 
enlightnes and enlivens the Spirit, f of tens and fubducs the Spirit, 
purifies and preferves the Spirit, greatens Bnd guides the Spirit, 
jw :etens and ftrengthens the Spirit, and therefore what can be 
more defirable. A Spirit without the Grace of Chrift, is a 
Field without a Fence, a Foo( mthmt Uxttatandia^ ; it is a 
fork without a Bridle, and a Houjc f wsita^$w^«\\r» 
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Ship without Tackle, and a Soldier without Armour ; it is a 
Cloud without Rain, and a Carcafs without a Soul; it is a Tree 
without Fruit, and a Traveller without a Guide. How earneft 
therefore fhould we be in praying to God for Grace, both for 
our felves and for our Relations. He had intended to preach 
upon that Text, when he was at ChetierjAvt year before, but 
was then prevented, by a particular fad occafion, which obliged 
him to a Funeral Sermon, Divine Providence referving that 
Benediction ( which his Heart was much upon ) for his Vale- 
diBion. The Tburfday following 1 being kept as a Faft 
in his Son's Congregation in Chester ', he preached on Lukp 
19. 41. He beheld the City and wept over it, which proved his 
Farewel to the Town, as the former was his Farewel to his 
Friends and Relations in it. 

It was- not many Weeks before he died, that he wrote thus 
to one of his Children ; " We are well here, thanks be to 
" God, and are glad to hear that you and yours are well alfo, 
" God in mercy continue it : But why fhould we be well al- 
* ways ? Do we deferve it ? Are there no mixtures in our 
" Obedience ? Are there any Perfons or Families, at whofe 
" Door Sicknefs and Death never knock'd ? Muft the Earth 
*' beforfaken for us, tot the s^ock removed out of its place? Is it 
u not enough that we be dealt with according to the manner of 
" Men ? And that we have a Promife, that it fhall end welt, 
u everlaftingly well. 

To another of his Children, about the fame time, he writes, 
" We are fenfiblethat we decline apace, but the beft of it is, 
*' that as Time goes, Eternity comes; and we are in good 
" hope, through Grace, that it will beia comfortable Eternity* 

It was in April 1696. a few Weeks before he died, that his 
Sons Father-in-law, Robert Warburton Efq; was gather'd to 
bis Grave in Peace, in a good old Age. Upon the tidings of 
whofe death, Mr. Henry wrote thus to his Son ; Tour Fathers^ 
where are they ? Tour Father-in-law gone t and your own Father go- 
ing 5 but you have a Godfather that lives for ever. He was wont 
fometimes to fubfcribe his Letters, Your ever-loving, but not ever" 
living Father. 

It was not a Month before he died, that in a Letter to his 
very dear and worthy Friend and Broths*, fcfa~ ta&wfc* <^ 
Shrewsbury, he haljtftis paffage ; " Ifa&Y&tb&vt S^^^^^aw. 

;' uihouldbe youriotand imae, to AWftfeV»%^^S n 
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V by the Stuff, whenfo many of our Friend* arc dividing the 
" Spoil above, but God will have it fo ; and to be willing to 
c * live in obedience to his holy Will, is as true an Aft of Grace, 
Cc as to be willing to die when he calls, efpecially when Life 
u is Labour and Sorrow; But when it is JLabour and Joy, Ser- 
u vice to his Name, and forne meafure of Succefs and Com- 
" fort in ferving him ; When it is to ftop a Gap, and ftem a 
iC Tide, it is to be rejoyced in ; 'tis Heaven upon Earth : nay, 
u one would think, by the Pfa'mift oft repeated Plea, Pfal.6. 
" &10. & 88. & 115. & n8. that it were better than to 
*' be in Heaven it felf, and can that be ? 

A litre before h's Sick™ fs and Death, being Summer time, 
he had feveral of his Children, and his Children* Children ' 
about him, at Broad-O^ with whom he was much refreflied, 
and very cheerful; but ever and anonfpokeof the fa/him 
he was in, as puffing away ; and often told them, he fhould be 
th re but a while to bid them welcome. And he was obfer- 
ve J frequently in prayer, to beg of God, that be would makf 
us ready for that which would come certainly, and might come 
fuddenly. One asking him how he did, he anfwer'd, I find the 
Chips fly off apace , the Tree will be down (kortly. 

The laft time he adminiftred the Lord's Supper a Fortnight 
before he died, he clofed the Admiriiftration with that Scrip- 
ture, ijvh.'i. 2. It doth not yet appear what we fhallhci not 
yet, but itwillrtiortly. 

The Sabbath but one before hedy'd, being in the courfe of 
his Expofitinn, come to that difficult part of Scripture, the 
40th of E**kjel, and the following Chapters ; hefaid he would 
endeavour to explain thofe Prophecies to them ; and added, 
If I do not do it now, I never fhat : And he obferved, that the 
only Prophetical Sermon which our Lord Jefus preached, was 
but a few days before he dy'd. This many of his Hearers not 
only reflected upon afterwards, but took notice of at that 
time with a concern, as having iomething in it more than 
ordinary. 

On the Lord's-day, June %\. 1696. he went through the 

work of the Day with his ufual vigor and livelinefc. He 

was then preaching over thefirft Chapter of St. Peter's fecond 

Epjftle, and was that day on thofe word^'ldbti to your Faith 

I'rrtue, v. 5. He took Venue tot CVvftuw Oaata%e«xA, Ifcjt- 

folurion in the Exercife of ¥a\x\k > »& \\»\*&^*>* «**; 
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tioned, in which Chriftians ha' c need of Courage, is in 
ty* n g j fi r ( as he was often us'd to fay ) it is a je- i u> t> Ing to 
die, and to die is a worldly itfelf. That day he ga-e notice, 
both Morning and Afternoon, wiih much Affeftion an. En- 
largement, of the Publick Faft, which was appointed by 
Authority the Friday following, June 26. preffing his Hea- 
rers, as he us'd to do upon fuch Occafions, to come in a pre- 
pared frame, to the folemn Services of that Da^ . 

The Tuefday following, June 23. he rofe at Six a Clock, 
according to his Cuftom, after a better Nights fleep than ordi- 
nary, and in wonted Health. Between Seven and Eight a 
Clock be performed Family Worfhip, according to the ufual 
manner ; he expounded very largely the former half of the 
104th Pfalm, and fung it ; but he was fomewhat (horter in 
Prayer than he us'd to be, being.then(as it was thought) taken 
ill. BleJJed is that Servant , whom bis Lord, when be c<m s J hall 
findfo doing. Immediately after Prayer he retired to his 
Chamber, not faying any thing of his illnefs, but was f on 
after found upon his Bed in great Extremity of Pain in his 
Back, Breaft and Bowels ; it feem'd to be a complicated Fie 
of the Stone and Cbolicl^ together in very great Extremity. 
The means that had been us'd to give him Relief in his il- 
nefs were altogether ineffectual ; He had not the leaft inter- 
miffion or remiflion of Pain, neither up nor in Bed, but in a 
continual tofs.He had faid fometimes, that God's Ifiacl may find 
Jordan rough ; but there's no Remedy, they mull through it 
to Canaan ; and would tell of a good Man who us'd to fay, 
He was notfo much afraid of Death as of Dyinr. We know 
they are not the godly People, part of the Defcription of whofe 
Condition it is, that there are no Bands in their Deatb 9 and 
yet their End is Peace, and their Death Gain h and they have 
Hope in it. 

In this Extremity he was ftill looking up to God, and cal- 
ling upon him, who is a prefent Help in the needful Hour. 
, When the Exquifitenefs of his Pain forced Groans and 
Complaints from him, he would prefently corredl himHf 
with a patient and quiet fubmuTion to "the Hand of his Ik:*- 
venly Father, and a cheerful acqukfeence in his H<<i\ tniy 
Will. J am ajhamed{ faith he) of tbefe Gleans, I m»c >V> t - t 
Ofor Vertue now when I have need of it QttfetVvt^^V^'^^^. 
the Loid's-day before) Forgive me tbdt I groan *W> *«vx v *v-V ^ 
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endeavour to filence them ; 2to* indeed my$roa\ is heavier than 
my groaningJtis true what Mr. Baxter faid in his Pain, there's 
no difputing againft fenfe. It was his trouble, as it was i 
Mr. Baxters, that by reafon of his bodily Pain, he could 
not exprefs his inward Comfort ; howeyer that was it, with 
which God gracioufly ftrengthned him in his Soul. He laid 
to thofc about him, they muft remember what Inftru&ioos 
and Ccunfels he had given them when he was in Health, for 
now he could fay but little to them, only to refer them 
to what he had faid, as that which he would live and die 
by. 

, It was two or three Hours after he was taken ill, before 
he would fuffer a Meffenger to be fent to Chefter for his 
Son, and for the Dodor, faying , He (hould either be 
better, or dead before they could come ; but at laft he faid* 
as the Prophet did to his importunate Friends, Send. About 
Eight of Clock that Evening they came, and found him in 
the fame Extremity of Pain, which he had been in all day. 
And Nature being before fpent with his conftant and indefa- 
tigable labours in the Work of the Lord now fung, and did 
perfeftly fuccumb under its Burthen, and was quite difabled 
to grapple with fo many Hours unceflantpain. What further 
means were then us'd prbv'd fruitlefs, and did not anfwer the 
intention. He apprehended himfelf going apace, and faid 
to his Son when he came in, O Son, you are welcome to a dying 
'Father : I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my Depar- 
ture is at Hand. His Pain continued very acute, but be had 
Peace within. I am tormented ( faid he once ) but bleffed be 
God not in this Flame ; and foon after, / am all on fire ( when 
at the fame time his extreme parts were cold ) but heprefent- 
ly added, » Bleffed be God it is not the Fire of Hell. To forae of 
his next Neighbours who came in to fee him ( for thofe at a 
diftancehad not notice of hisillnefs) he faid, Ornate fwre work, 
for your Souls, by getting an inter eft in Chrijt while you are in 
Health, for if I had that work *° d° now, what would become of 
me ? But I bkfs God I am fatisfied. Ic was a Caution he was 
often wont to give j See to it, that your worl^ be not undone, when 
your time is done % left you be undone for ever: 

Towards Ten or Eleven a Clock that Night, his Pulfe and ' 
Sight began to /ail ; of the lattct heYvvrcvfeK took notice, and 
inferred from it the neii approach o£ Y&\ft&taBm&» ^kwk> 
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an affe&ionate farewel of bis deai Yoke-fellow, with i 
tkoufand thanks for all. her Love and Gare, and Tendernefi, 
left & Blefltng for all his dear Children, and their dear Yoke- 
fellows and little ones, that were abfenr. He faid to his Son, 
who fate under his Head, Son, the Lord blcfs you, and grant 
that you may do worthily in your Generation, and be more fcrvice- 
able to the Church of God than I have been ; fuch was his great 
Humility to the laft. And when his Son reply'd, O Sir, fray 
for me that I may but tread in your fief s ; he anfwer'd, Tcs, fol- 
low Peace and Holinefs, and let them fay what they v///.— — More 
he would have faid to bear his dying Teftimony to the way in 
which he had walked, but Nature was fpent, and he had not 
ftrengtb to exprefs it. 

His Understanding and Speech continued alraoft to the laft 
Breath, and he was ftill in his dying Agonies calling upon 
God, and committing himfelf to him. One of the laft words 
he (aid, when he found himfelf juft ready to depart, O Death 
where is thy— ; with that his Speech falter *d, and within s 
few Minutes ( after about Sixteen Hours illnefs ) he quietly 
breathed out his precious Soul, into the Embraces of his dear 
Redeemer, whom he had trufted, and faithfully fervedin the 
Work of the Miniftry, about Forty Three Years. He depar- 
ted betwixt Twelve and One a Clock in the Morning of 
June 24. Midfammer-day, in the Sixty fifth Year of his Age. 
Happy, thrice happy he, to whom fuch afudden Change was 
no fur fri%e 9 and who could Tr«/i»/>£ over Death, asanunftung, 
difarmed Enemy, even when he made fo fierce an Onfet. He 
had often fpoke of it as his defire, that if it were 'the will of 
God , he might not outlive bis ufefulnefs ; and it pleafed God to 
grant him his defire, and give him a fhort paflage from the 
Pulpit to the Kingdom, from the height of his ufefulnefs, to , 
receive the Recompence of Reward. So was it ordered by; 
him, in whofe Hands our Times are. 

After the Account we have given of his great Ufefulnefs,' 
it is eafie to imagine what Sorrow and Mourning there was 
among his Friends, when they heard that the Lord had taken 
away their Matter from their Head. One that liv'd fo much 
defied, could not but die as much lamented. The Cwgras. ^t 
the Broke pot People into a perfc& ^to^tasxet.-, *»k ^^^x 
faid, TJbfcard removed him fotatari^, >*fi»^ V^^r 
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not deny the many Prayers that would have been put up f< 
his Recovery, had it been known that he was in peril. Or 
thing that aggravated this Severe Difpenfation, and made 
in the appre hen lion of many look the more difmal, was, tbs 
this powerful Imerceflbr was taken away juft before a Fafi 
day, when he would have been wreftling mightily with Go 
for Mercy for the Land. However, it proved a Faft-day in 
deed, and a Day of Humiliation to that Congregation, t 
whom an empty Pulpit was an awakening Sermon. The Broaa 
Od^ was then like that under which Hebekab's Nurfe was buri 
cd, Gen. 35. 8. Allon-bacuth, The Oak of Weeping, The; 
who had many a time fitcen with dry Eyes, under meltinj 
Ordinances, could not fit fo under fuch a melting Providence 
by which the Lord God call'd fo loudly to weeping and /< 
mourning, and to girding with Sackcloth. But becaufe Mr. H«irj 
bad been wont to give it for a Rule, that weeping muft noi 
binder fowing ; a Mite was caft into the Treafury of the Na- 
tions Prayers, and a Word fpoken to bring the Work of the 
Day, and the Event of the Day together, from 2 things 13, 
20. 

The Day following being Saturday, June 27. the Earthen 
Veffel, in which this Treafure had been lodg'd, was laid op 
in the Grave in tVhitchurch Church, attended thither with a 
very great Company of true Mourners, all the Country round; 
many from Chefier and Shrewsbury , and the Towns about, came 
to do him Honour at his Death : And befides the floods of 
Tears that were fhed, there were abundance of Teftimonies 
given to hirri, by Perfons of all forts, like that to Jebojadnb, 
2 C'won. 24. \ 6. That he was one that had done good in I froth 
And there were thofe who faid, He was a Man that no Body 

t did qr could fpeak Evil of, except for his nonconformity. He 
was us'd to fay to his Relations, when I am dead make little ado 
about me, a few will ferve to bring me to my Grave 5 bot his 
mind could not be obferved in that ; 'twas impoffible fuch a 
burning and fliining Lis;ht could be extinguished, but there 
muft be a Univerfal Notice taken of it. Multitudes came 
unfought unco, not to fin their Eyes (as Mr. Vines exprefTeth it ) 
but to ct/:p:y them ; nor was there any other noife there, but, 
that of General Lamentation. 
Tlur Morning, before tVve xet&oN*\<& tbt-Gac^fe, ft moft 

ajJ&tfionare Sermon was ptw&fc&Vfc ^fa* tttnn* \Rw&\asb. 
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place,by his dear and worthy Friend Mr.T*llents of Shrewsbur 
7,who was eleven years elder thanhe,and thnughGod'sgood- 
nefs ftill fnrvives him. He was willing to take that opportu- 
nity, to teftifie the great Love and Honour that he had for Mr. 
Henry, whom he call'd a Friend that is nearer than a Brother. 
_ His Text waAfyw\8. 23. And not on'y thcy y but ourfelvcsa.'fo, which 
have the fir ft Fruits of the Spirit ^even we our f elves groan within our 
felves, waiting for the Adoption , towit the redemption ofow Body An 
his Application he fjiew'd excellently, and with much affe&ion, 
how " the consideration of the Spirit and Life of this Eini- 
rt nent Servant of God, would greatly lead us to believe on 
u Chrift, and to have the Spirit of Chrift and live after it; 
and to fuffer with Chrift, and to groan for our Adoption. 
Several things were hinted concerning him, which have been 
mentioned already in this Narrative, and 3 very honourable 
Teftimony born to him. From a long acquaintance wirh him, 
fe witnefTed concerning him, to thofe who knew his Recor J to 
be true, that u he was humble and mie^ K in ^ an< i p a *cj<ibl» 9 vo.fe 
44 and charitable, and one in whom the Fruits of the Spirit 
^ u were eminently : That he was a Friend and a Councilor 9 aiK | 
*_ ** a Father to many ; tflkt his Expounding and Preaching was 
", ~ * plain and pleafant, warm and favor y, full, and fuch as few 
- * could reach, and greatly bleffcd by God ; and that in ic he 
**"- laboured more abundantly than any- And after a great enco- 
irniumoi him, it was excellently obferved, and muft be men- 
tioned here, as that which was highly agreeable to Mr. Henry % 
Spirit, and his Exprefllons upon all occasions ; u That it was 
** not his own Bjghteoufnefs that faved him, nor his own slrengtb 
€t thatquickned and upheld him, but Cbrift's I{jghtcoufnefs 
€ * and Chrift's Strength, for to him to live was Chrift .- And 
* c in all his Difcourfes, Sermons and Letters, he was very. 
c< careful to afcribe the Honour of all to Chrift, and 
*' to make Chrift his All in All. He concluded with fome 
words of feafonable Advice to thofe of that Society and 
Neighbourhood. 

1. " Give thanks to God that ever you had him or Taw 
€C him, and that you had him fo long, above Thirty years in 
** this place. t)o not many of you owe even your very Souls 
to him under God ? While you moutt^ %yns. >tax&& \s* 
God thsLtvovi ever knew him j old wA ^pfcwVtetOR* \ss&k» 
be. thankfully remembrcd. o. w 
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" l. Rejoice in the Glory that he now enjoys : weep not for him, 
€t but weep for your felves : Twas the Text on which he 
" preached, not much above a year ago, at the Funeral of 
" that intelligent, holy, ufeful Man, Mr. William Laurence 
" of Wcm. The Primitive Chriftians buried their Saints 
" with Hymns and Pfalmsof Joy. Cbryfoftom or* the Hebrew 
" faith, we are to glorifie God, and give thanks to him, that 
" he hath crown'd the Deeeafed and freed them from their 
" Labours ; and chides thofe that mourn d and howl'd. And 
" the Days of their Death were called Natalitia Martyrum & 
" SanQorum, the Birth-days of the Sainc and Martyrs. And 
" Hierom in his Epitaph on holy Paula ( and in the Lives of 
" other holy Perfons, writ by him ) faith, that at her Funeral 
" no Shteeks were heard, but multitudes of Pfalms and Hymns 
" Were fung in divers Languages. 

3. " Bewail the Lofs,the general Lofs,and youSrs in pao 
tf ticular, yet fo as to have Hope in God. 1 need not tell you 

* how great your Lofs is, you feel it more than I am able 6 
" exprefs. If any rejoice that he is gone, becaufe be tor- 
** mented them, fay afc the Church, Mich. 7. 8, 9. 

4. * Seek out for a Supply ; do not mourn and fit ftill, 
" but up and be doing in your places ; yon have had a cheap 
f* Gofpel hitherto; God fent you one that could Preach 
" freely, and which is more, that would do fo too ; one thai 

* fought not yours, but you ; and now God will lee what 
" you will do for your felves, that now the Shepherd is 
*' fmitten, the Sheep may not be fcatter'd. Pray to God 
f* to raife up others like him, and gracioufly to give you 



" one, 



* 5. Take heed of liking no Preacher, now he is gone. This 

* is a ufual Fault among many that have had excellent 
'* Preachers, no Body can pleafe them. But God may 
" blefs weaker Means, and make your Souls live and thrive 

* under them. 

6. " Hold faft that which you have; it is the advice given 
" to Philadelphia, thebeftof the Churches, Hev. 3. n.Keep 
" that good thing which is committed to you, that favoriqef 
" of Heart, that love to Ghrift and to Saints, to all Saints 
if that Knowledge of the Truth. Keep to his fober, Princt 
"pies, flememberhisd^tos^^^,^ ^ ^ *wc«*n«f He* 
Z tine/}} /methefe things a\wujs V\ \rav<3sto«»e&. TA 
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cC heed of falling off, take heed of falling away j the World 
u will draw you, and Satan will tempt you, and your own 
* bufie Hearts will be apt to betray you 5 but go on humbly 
" and honeftly in the ftrength of Chrift, and fear not. Be 
u not like tbofe Jews that turned afide, when John Baptift 
u was dead, John 5. 35. The lord keep you from being 
" fuch, and give you to go on to his heavenly Kingdom. 

It would have fwelf d this Book too much, if we had 
inferted the Sermon at large, and therefore we forbear 
it. ■** 

The next day being LordVday, Mr. Owen of Ofaefl& 
Preached a moft excellent Sermon in the Morning, agreeable 
to that fad occafion, upon that pathecical Farewel which 
Eli/ha gave to Elijah, z Kings 1. ix. JAy Father ^ tny Father, 
the Chariots 4>f Ifrael and the Horfemcn thereof, and he faw him 
no more ; and he took, hold of his own Clothes f and rent thenu 
He obferved, 1 . " That faithful Minifters are the Father? of 
** a People, and their Chariots and Horfemen ; the former * 
" Metaphor taken from a Family, a peaceable Society ; the 
latter from an Army, a Warlike Body. Fathers to provide 
good things, Chariots and Horfemen to proted from evil 
things. 1. There is a time when we (hall fee thefe Fathers, 
thefe Chariots and Horfemen of Ifrael no more. Their 
time is appointed, their work cut out for them, and 
* when thofe are finifhed they are removed. 3. Whqa 
" God takes away our Fathers, the Chariots of our Ifrael, 
u and the Horfemen thereof, it is a proper Seafon for Mour- 
" ning and Lamentation. Under this, he did moft affe&i- 
u onately excite us, 1. To befenfibleof our Lofs, which i$ 
u better felt than expreft. 'Tis the lofs of one that was.* 
Father ; a Father to his Family, to whom he was conftant, 
in unfolding the holy Oracles ; a Father to the Prqphets, 
" for Counfel, and Condud, and Example ; the Sons of the 
€l Prophets never Converfed with him, but they were, or 
u might have been the better for him ; a Father to his Cqnr 
€c gregation, now left Orphans; 'Tis the lofs of one of the 
u Chariots and Horfemen of our Ifrael ; fo eminent was he, for 
'Trevalency in Prayer, Courage in Duty, ConduA in Affairs* 
'* Conftancy in Religion, and a firm adherence to his Muu* 
" fterial Vows, and iaftly, a Contempt <& \hfc\I o\\^;\^fts*^ 
? as be that Warmh,he did t\ot ti«w^. VB^^\ ~ \* 
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<c be fenfible of thofe Sins,which have provokedGod to deprive 
4C us of him. Barennefs and Unfruitrulriefi under his Mini* 
ftry ; 'tis for this that God hath a Contrdverfie with as. 
3. To blefsGod that weenjoy'd him fo long ; eaten Bread 
u muft not be forgotten. 4. Tc be followers of him, as he 
a was of Chrift. He was a Pattern for Minifters, excelling 
" in the knowledge of the Scriptures, Which made this Man 
" of God perfect, and induftrious to, advance the Honour of 
Jefus Cbrift, whom he made the Alpha and Omega of bis 
Religion ; not addi&ed to Controverfies, but walking in 
the good old way, unwearied in the Work of God ; is was 
" the delight of his Heart, to be laying out himfelf for the 

* good rif Souls. Exemplary for Humility and low Thoughts 
" of himfelf, and his own Performances, for meeknefsand 
u readinefs to forgive Injuries, for Candor in fpeakingof 

* others, and their words and anions, on which he ever put 
u the beft Conftrudkion, and was never apt to fpeak evil of 

* any Man. Eminent for Family Religion, and in that anex- 
u cellent Copy to all Matters of Families, Thofe things 
u therefore which you have heard and feen him do, and the 
u God of Peace (hall be with you. Thefe were the Heads 
which were copioufly 4nd excellently enlarged upon in that 
Sermon. 

In the Afternoon of that Sabbath, another Sermon was 
preached by a near Relation of Mr. Henry\ on Heb. 1 1 . 4. 
And by it 9 he being dead yet fpeakfthy ••» ***.«*** js yet fpoken of 
by us, and yet fpeaketh to us. 

The Wednesday following, July i. being the Lecture in 
courfe at Dantford in Whitchurch Parilh, Mr. Samuel Lawrence 
of Nantwich, whofe turn it was to preaich that Ledtore, 
brought up the long train of Mourners, ( as he exprefs'd it ) in 
a moft favoury and pertinent Difcourfe on Hebr. 13. 7. Re- 
member them which have ( or have had ) the Utile over you, wh§ I 
havefpoken unto you the Word of God f whofe Faith follow, cohfidering 
the end of their Converfation. " Bi/hops, no doubt, ( faith he ) 
" are here meant, Scripture Primitive Bifliops, the Paftors 

of particular Congregations, for they were fuch as had 

fpoken to them the Word of God, and watched for their 
u Souls, v. 17. Such a one Mr. Henry was, that great Man, 

" who is fallen this dav \xv Ifr<ul> ttco«ftt& booro, tat 

.. ^^ 
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(c bath left behind him a good Name to be remembred,a good 
" Example to be imitated ; many a good word fpoken to us, 
u and many a good Prayer put up for us. Remember him 
with thankfulnefi, that God has given fuch Power, fuch 
Gifts and Graces unto Men. I never knew a Man ( faid 
he ) in all my Acquaintance, in whom I have Teen fo much 
of God as in good Mr. Henry, whofe holy, humble, heaven- 
u ly » gracious Converfation hath been to me, no finall 
" Confirmation of the Truth of the Chriftian Religion ; that 
" God gave him to you, and continued him fo long, to fee 
u the Church in p. better ftate than he had fomerimes feen 
cc it ; that God Crown d his Labours with fuch great Succefs. 
<€ Many Souls in Heaven, and fome on Earth bleffing God 
* that ever they faw his Face, and that God continued him 
in his ufefulnefs to the laft. Remember him with a quiet 
u y..LL i ifK m t0 t fe Hand of God in his Removal from us. 
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Senfible we muft be of the ftroke; 'tis a Publick Lofs, a 
" Lofs to the Miniftry, our Hands are this day weak ; a Lofs 
u to the Nation, for which he was a powerful Interceflbr ; 
u a Lofs toth(s Country, in which he was a burning and 
<( (hining Light -"but yet we mufl acquiefce in the Divine 
u Wjfl. The Treafure was an Earthen Veffel, and God will 
u bring us to depend more upon himfelf; and he is teaching 
us to live, andlivetoChrift without good Mr. Henry, though 
we have fometimes faid, we did not know how we could 
live without him. Remember him to pay all Honour and 
Refpeft to his Name and Memory ; rife up, and call him 
BlefTed. That's a foul Tongue, as well as a lying one, 
" that can fay any thing of him unbecoming a Difciple, 
" Servant and Minifter of Jefus Chrift. Remember him, 
to imitate his good Example. Many of you will be called 
Mr. Henry's Followers ; be fo indeed. He was a Pattern 
" to Minifters of Diligence, Zeal, Humility, and great Meek- 
ei nefs in dealing with all People, which contributed abun- 
dantly to his Succefs; bis Preaching affectionate without 
affe&ation. To all People he was a Pattern of Faith and 
Charity, and Contempt of the World, of Zeal and Mode* 
" ration, Patience in Suffering, and of Conftancy and Perfe- 
t€ verance to the end. Remember him, and remember your 
** Sins which have provoked Godtot*V^\vvxx\ wv\» Viaa**. , 
£ not we grieved this good Marts S$nsrt ®c ^xwssfc** 
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irfo Tie LIFE of Mr. Philip Henry. 

u him, and remember Chrift's folnefe, who is the fame, v. g. 

"" and hath ihe refidue cf the Spirit. Inftruments fliiftci}, 
Cifterns emptied, but there is the fame in the Fountain. 

*' Remember bim, ard remember vour own Death, and Hea- 
ven where he is We may thir.ktbe worfe of this World, 
which is nv'ch impovtiilhed, and the better of Heaven, 
which is fomewhat enriched by the removal of this good 
Man. 
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Thus we have gleaned a lirtle out of the Sermons, which 
very well defervtd to hive been publifjed at large, fomeof 
the Teftimoives that were born to him, by fu.h as had had 
long and intimate acquaintance with him, that knew his T Ej:- 
cellencies very much, and knew aslitrle.to give tisfrtttiog 
Titles; nor was it any invidious piece of Service, tofficak 
thus honourably of one, who like Demetrius, had a goda re- 
port of all Men, and of the Truth it felf. 

Nor was it there only, but from abroad, that very honoura- 
ble Teftiumnies were given of him. Sir Hemy ^fourSt 
( whofe great worth and ufefulnefs the World bath beeriiiade 
to know, by fome of the beft Pens of the Age,) beflSes xbfi 
Perfcnnl Acquaintance he had with Mr. Henry, both ztBbreat- 
ton and in : melon, had kept up a conflarttcorrefpondencewitb 
him, by Letter, for many Years. Read the Character he 
gave of him, in a Letter to a near Relation of Mr. Henrys, J 
upon the Tidings of his Death. J need not tell you howfadlyf. 
received the doleful News of Mr. Henry'/ Tranfiation^ who; I A 
think j liv'd the great eft Example offincereGodlinefr, with Prudence 
and fweetnefs of Temper, of any lever knew. And in another 
Letter, not only propofing, but prefling the Publication of an 
Account of his Life, he profeffetb, he thought there was none 
like him in his day, at lcaft of his Acquaintance, which is 
known to be both of the largeft and of the beft : And({sd\5i he) 
if Sir Fulk Grevil would have it infer ibed upon his Tombstone, 
that he was a Friend to Sir Philip Sidney, I may well be f leafed 
to have it told to the World, that 1 lov'd and honoured blejfei j 
JWr. Henry; a Man of fomuch Prudence, and withal fo ntueb 
Sincerity, of fo good a Temper, fo much a Gentleman, and yet 
effucbjhm Piety and Devotednefs to God, that Jfcarce ever tpe* 
-&it Ft/few* 
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The Revetend Mr. fPiltiam Turner, now Vicar of Wallur- 
tonin Suffix > ( of whom mention was made before ) lately fent 
to me a very kind Letter, Ex mero motu, with his free Confent 
to have it infer ted in this Account ; fome hints whereof I think 
tit to fubjoin. 

Worthy Sir, 

T Am glad to hear that'you have Been prevailed with to fet 
x upon fo gopd a Work, as Recording the moft remarka^ 
blie Paflages of Mr, tinny* Life. I doubt not but you will 
meet with fome, that will give fudh a Hiftory but a cold 
Reception. All that part of the World that lies in Darkpefi, 
will be offended, when Beams of clear Light and Sun- 
ihine firft dare into their Faces. Virtutem prajeneem odimus. 
u A little before I went to the IJniverfity, I was upon the 
Commendation of my worthy School-*li^er Mr. E. ( yet 
living ) and wkh my Father's Cohfent, half a year a 
Domeftick With him j partly as a Tutor to hisy oung Ones, 
and partly as a Pupil to himftlf; and in fome little degree 
as a Compamon ; where I had the opportunity of infor- 
ming my felt more fully concerning the Humour and Prin- 
ciples, and Converfation of a fore of People ( and efj>ecially . 
him and his Family ) whom I had heard afpers d very 
freely in former Companies, and reprefented to the World, 
as very Hypocritical and Difloyal People. At my firft 
going I refolved to ft and upon my Guard, and pry into the 
Caufe, which was then the great Subjedl of Difference and 
Difpute ; and Upon the whole do fay, That Mr. Henry was 
a Man of foe/Mr a Brain, fo gentle* Behaviour, fo fieddy 
a Converfation, fo regular a Devotion, was fo courteous and 
condefcending to Inferiors, fo refpeftfui and dutiful to 
Superiors, fo fwect and obliging to all ; was fo careful 
to improve his time well, to do as much good aspoflible 
to every Body, fo constantly affediionate in his Prayers 
for the King and Government, fo delyrousto keep up 
a fair Correfpondence and Communion with his confor- 
mable Brethren, fo very indifferent in making Profelytes to 
his particular Opinions; and withal, fo jealous to promote 
fubftantial Goodnefs and trueChu(iiMta^fo^^ 
offexfive and peaceable in all Yds "Et^Kvot* mA KSC>ss^ -^ 
' /"***, fure, pious, jusJ, fiber, cbarit able ^cfcear Jul ^^^L. 
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162 The LIFE of Mr. Philip Henrjr. 

" that I profefs I am almoft afraid to give him his due Cha- 
" rafter without feme Corre&ives, left they that knew him 
not fliouW fufpe& my veracity, and imagine my Pen to be 
managed by fome mercenary Hand. I remember the 
Worfliipful Rowland Hunt of Bore ait on, Efq; fpeaking of 
" Mr. Henry, thus expreffed himfeif to me, ( and if 1 miftake 
not, the Lord Embaffador Pagett was prefent ) I was .( faid 
" he ) near Seven years refident in the Univerfities, and Seven. 
" more at the Inns of Court in London^ and had opportunity 
" of knowing and acquainting my felf with the moft eminent 
' ( Divines and Preachers in both thofe places ; yet I never found 
" an; every way fo accompliihed, fo r clearnefs and quickoeis 
u of a pprehenfion, folidity of Judgment, and roundnefi 
of Style, as Mr. Henry is. I have noted in my Book, of Pre* 
vidcnccjy the Remark I made upon the Temporal Bleffingi 
God hath rewarded him with ; vi%. a good and virtuous 
" Confort, who brought him a good Eftatp, gave him a due 
" Reverence, lov'd him with an intire affe&ion, an ingenious 
" and hopef.il Offspring, well afFe&ed, well educated, and 
€t well diipos'd of in the World,the favour of Men, and a quiet 
ci undifturb'd Habitation upon Earth, in great mealure, 
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Sic TcftatuSjfa monet $ fic precatur, 
Amicus mxrenSy anhelus 9 fuperftes* 

W. Turner, A. M. 

Another very worthy Conformist , formerly of bis Acquain- 
tance, but hew living at a great diftance, having occafion 
to mention him in a Letter to a Friend, calls him The Great, 
Good, and ? tL w Glorious Air. Henry, xpho/e Memory ( faith he ) 
f;ail ever be precious, and evenfacred to me. 

Such as thefe were the Honourable Teftimonies which all 
that knew him, and knew how to value true Excellency at- 
tended him with. It is part of the Recompence of Chariy 
and Moderation in this World, that it obtains a good Bgport cf 
all Men. The Kingdom of God (faith the bleffed Apoftle,ty#?. 14. 
1 7. 1 8. ) is not meat and drinks ( which were then the matters of 
doubtful di(putmon) but rigbteoufhefs, and peace, and joy in the 
//v> Ghfift - and he that intbeje things (cifoctfc Cfcnj(?, is not only 
nvffral-ic tt Gcd^ lut approxti of Men ^%& w^^tow^^e** 
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that judge will be judged, and with what meafure we meet, it 

mil be meafured to us again. And this is the Excellency of a 

ood Name, that it is oat of the reach of Death, and is not 

uried in the Grave, bat rather grows up from ir. It is not 

for nothing that Solimon hath joined this good Name, which 

• is better than precious Ointment, with the day of ones death, which 

'upon that account is better than the day of ones birth, that it 

compleats the Charadbr of thofe that finifh their Courfe well, 

and are faithful unto Death ; whereas a Great Name, like the 

Names of the Great Ones of the Earth is often withered and 

Uemifhed by Death. We read of thofe that bear their (ham* 

When they fip down to the Pit, though they were the terror of the 

mighty in the Land of the living, Ezek. 31. 35. 

At a meeting of the Diffenting Minifters of Che/hire, at 
Xnutsford in May 1 696. ( a few Weeks before Mr. Henry died ) 
dt was agreed, that their next Meeting (houldbe at Chefter 

i though inconvenient to many of them ) upon Condition that 
e. would meet them there, and give them a Sermon. It was 
^vith much difficulty that he was prevailed with to pro- 
mile it, but his Mailer called for him before the time appointed 
came. Mr. Flavel of Devonfhire died when he was under a 
like appointment. But happy they that are come to the. 
General Ajfembly, and Church of the Fir sl-born, and to the Spirits 
*>fjuft Men made perfeB. 

As to his Bodily Prefence, he was of a middle Stature, his 

Complexion not approaching to any extream, of a very pleafant 

JMpeft, and anunufual mixture of Gravity and Sweetnefs in 

2 *he Air of his Countenance, which was the true Index of his 

fe . Adind. When fome of his Friends have follicited him to have 

liis Pi&ure drawn, he would put them off with this, that the 



4 



* &eft Pifture of a Minifier is in the Hearts of his People. 
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CHAR X. 

A Miscellaneous ColleUion of fome of his S of figs, (Sh 
fer vat ions, Counfels and Comforts, out of bis Sefmons, 
Letters and Difcourfes. 

MR. Henry, through the excefs of his Mhdejry ind $$ 
diffidence, never pablifhed any of his Labbuxi tdde 
World, nor ever fitted or prepir'd any of them for iBfe HSfcj 
and yet none more valued the Labours of otters; or iefajda 
more in them ; nor have I heard any cotaplain left df Ac 
multitude of good Books, concerning which fie often fikj, 
that Store is no Sore y and he was very forward toperfifrtft 
others to Publifh ; and always exprefs'd a partictHar jUfcrfbtt 
in reading the Lives, AHiohs arid Sayings of Eminent! Mat 
Ancient and Modern, which he thought the Abft txfdfttl am 
inftru&ive kind of Writings. He wais alfo a very tfwfctiJ 
Header of Books, not apt to pick Quarrels with what he read, 
efpecially when the Defign appear'd to be honeff, add wben 
others would find fault, ana fay, this was Wanting, in! 
t'other amifs, his ufual Excufe was, There is Nothing petfd 
under the Sun. 

It will be but a fmall Repair of this want of thfe jpuBHM( 
of fome of his Works, ( buc I doubt it will prove the Milk 
can make ) to glean up fome few of many of hi* ff^Mftl 
Observations, and good biStriiftions ( as his Heniarffs y which IK 
(hall not marfhal in any Oder, but give therfl afs they occttf 
beiides thofe which have been already inferted into tB 

Narrative. 

'Twas a laying he frequently us'd, which hath been menti- 
oned already, That every Creature is that to us, and only th* 
which God makes it to be : And another was, Duty is ours, Evert 
are Gods : And another was, The Soul is the Man, and therefore, 
That is always befl for us, which is befi for our Souls : And ano- 
ther was. The Devil cogens us of all our time, by cozening us oftbt 
frefent time. 
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In his Thankfgivings for Temporal Mercies, he often faid, 
If the end of one Mercy were not the beginning of another, we were 
pndonc: And to encourage to the Work of Thankfgiving he 
woqld lay, That new Mercies call for new Returns of Praife % 
4$d thenthqfe new Upturns will fetch in new Mercies ; and from 
Pfal. 50. 23. He that offers praife glorifies me, and to him that 
orders his converfation aright — . He.gbferv'd, That Thanksgi- 
ving is goody hut Thanks-living is better. 

When he fpoke of a Good Name, he ufually defcribed it to 
he a Name for good things with good People. 

When he (poke of Contentment, he us'd to fay, " When 
" the hiind and the Condition meet, there's Contentment. Now 

in order to that, either the Condition mufl be brought up 

to the AixW,and that is not only unreafonable but impojfible; 

for as the ^Condition rifeth, the Mind rifeth with it ; or 

V elfe the Ifand tnuA be brought down to the Condition^ and 
" that is both fojjible and reafinable. And he ohferved, That 
<c no Condition of Life will of it felf make a Man content, 
*' without the Grace of God j for we find Haman difconten- 

V ted in the Court, Ahab difcontented on the Throne , 
* c Adam difcontented in Paradife, nay (and higher we cannot 
" go) the Angels that fell difcontented in Heaven it felf. 

The Three Queftions which he advifed People to put to 
themfelves in Self-examination before the Sacrament, were, 
fVhat ami} What have I done ? and what do I want ? 

He us'd to recommend to his Friends thefe four Scripture 
Arguments againft Sin, exprefled for Memory fake in four 
yerfes, to be ready in an Hour of Temptation. 

Is this thy kjndnefs to thy Friend ? 
It will be bitternefs in the end. 
The Vows of God upon me lye ; 
Should fuch a Man as I am flic ? 

He faid there were four things which he would not for all 
the Worjd have againft him, The Word of God, His own Con- 
fciencc 9 The Prayers of the Poor , and the Account of Godly 
MLiniJiers. 
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166 The LIFE of Mr. Philip Henry- 

" He that hath a bllka* Conf ienct which fees nothing, a 
" dead \. onicienee which feels n thing, and a dumb Con- 
Cl fcienc: which faith nothing is in as mifetable a Condition 
" as a Man can be in o^ this Side HelL l 

Preahine c:. i P^. 1 >6 Tf fiend ie y you are in H;*vinefs~* 
He 1h x- \{ whr.: neW the People of God have of Affli&iqns. 
c< T"'s La-ie that out -Bodies have of Phyfick, that our Trees 
" have of Pruning, that Gold and Silver have of the Furnace, 

that Liquors have of being emptied from Vejfel to Veffel, 

that the Iron hath of a File, that the Fields have of a Hedge, 

that rhe Child has of the Rod. 

Preaching on that Prayer of Chrift for his Difciples, John 
17. 21. Th«t they alt maybe one, which no doubt is an anfwer'd 
Prayer, for the Father heard him always : He fhew'd, ** That 
" notwithstanding the many fad Divifions that are . in the 
<c Church, yet all the Saints, as far as they are fan&ified 
tt are One j one in Relation , one Flock, one Family, one Building 
" one Body, one Bread : One by Reprefentation, one in Image 
Cc and Likjsnefs, of one Inclination and Difpofition: One in 
cc their Aims, one in their Askings, one in Amity and Friend' 
€t fhip, one in Inter eft, and one in their Inheritance ; nay, they 
<c are one in Judgment and Opinion ; though in fome Things 
" they differ, yet thofe Things in which they are agreed are 
<c mznymore, and much more eonfiderable than thofe Things 
* c wherein they differ. They are all of a Mind concerning 
" Sin, that it is the worft Thing in the World ; concerning 
a Chrift that he is All in all ; concerning the Favour of God, 
" that it is better than Life ; concerning the World, that it is 
" Vanity ; concerning the fVord of God, that it is very pre- 
11 cions, (3c 

Pieaching on Gal. 1. 1 6. concerning the Converfion of Paul, 
he began his Sermon with this Remark, to raife Attention: 4 ' 
Much is faid in Story concerning the Seven Wonders of the . 
World, the Temple of Ephefus, the Pyramids of Egypt, the 
Tomb of Maufolus, £?c. all which are now no more ; but 
I have been fometimes thinking, whether I could not name 
Seven Things which 1 would call the Seven fVonders of the 
Church • and what dp you think of thefe Seven ? are they not 
wonderful? 1. Our Redemption by Jcfus Chrift, who iscal- 
lecl Ulftucjful\ 2. The Salvation ot KoaVvvwJwt teK\ \ The « 
Faith of ^haUm in offerings Ifaac^v^^^^^^^^^ 



The LIFE of Mr. Philip Henry, 1 57 

5 . The Providences of God towards the Nation and People 
of the Jews ; 6. The pouring out of the Spirit upon the Apo- 
fties ; 7. The Converfion of Paul. 

But it would be endlefs to gather up fuch Paflages as thefe 
out of his Sermons, which were full of them, and wc men- 
tion thefe only becaufe they occur firft. 

He us'd to obferve concerning the Nation of the Jews, that 
before the Captivity in Babylon 9 no People could be more 
ftrongly addi&ed to Idols and Idolatry than they were, to 
admiration, confidering what clear Warnings they had rainft 
it. But after that Captivity, never was any People more 
averfe to Idols and Idolatry than they, that the Promife might 
be fulfilled, Ephraim (hall fay, what have I to do any more 
with Idols > and he looked upon it, that the Idolatry of the 
Papijls was one of the greateft Obftruftions to the Jews Con- 
verfion^ Which he did expedfc and look for, as not apprehend- 
ing how the Promifes, lfym. 1 1 . have yet had their full accom- 
plishment 5 not that they fhall again be incorporated into a Peo- 
ple, but fhall join themfelves to the Churches of Chrift, in the' 
Several Nations whither they be fcattered. 

The great Thing that he condemned and witneffed againft 
in the Church of Rome, was their Monopolizing of the Church, 
and condemning all that are not in with their Interefis, which 
is fo dire&iy contrary to the Spirit of the Gofpel, as nothing 
can be more. He fometimes laid, I am too much a Catholic^ to 
h a Roman Catholic^ 

He often expreft himfelf well pleas'd with that healing 
Rule, which if duly obferved, would put an End to all our 
Divifions : Sit in necejfariis ZJnitas, in non necejfariis Libertas, 
in omnibus Cbaritas. Let there be in neceflary Things Unity, 
in every Thing Charity, and then there need not be in every 
Pundtilio Uniformity. 

By the Inftitutions of the Gofpel ( he faid ) he knew of 
no Holy Place, one Holy Day, two Holy Sacraments , and four Holy 
Canons. Let all Things be done in Charity : Let all Things 
be done to Edifying : Let all Things be done Decently and in 
Order : And let all Things be done to the Gloy of God. 

When his Opinion was asked about any doubtful Matter,' 
as playing at Cards, the Marriage of Coufin-Germans* or the 
like, he was very cautious in dttermitatv^ fa&V\>BNw^\»N^ 
£nfol; but he would fay, it's good kfepin^ on tV» \*W ^^V 

M 4 
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and a Man would not chufe to go upon a Precipice, when he 
might go upon even Ground, Prov. 10. 5. He that walk/ up- 
rightly, walkj furely, in Opposition to walking at all Adven- 
tures. 

In the Obfervacions he made of God's Providences, he fre- 
quently took Notice in Difcourfe with Ms Friends, of tbefal- 
nlling of the Scripture in them ; for (faith he) The Scripture 
bath many Accompli fbments^ and is in. the fulfilling every Dq. 
Speaking of a wicked Son in the Neighbourhood, chat w« 
very undutiful to his Mother, he charged fotne of hu Chil- 
dren to obferve the Providence of God concerning him 5 per. 
haps ( faith he J I may not live to fee it, hut do you take No- 
tice, whether God do not come upon him with fotne remarkaUt 
Judgment in this Life, according to the threatning implied in 
the Rfafon annexed to the Fifth Commandment : But he him- 
felf lived to lee It fulfilled not long liter, in a very fignal Pro- 
vidence* 

He obferved from Scripture Inftjmccs, as well asfiomfome 
Providences, which he had taken Notice of in his own Day, 
That if any began well in the Ways of Religion and Godfi- 
nefs, and afterwards cafl off their Profeffion % and returned to 
Profaneoefsagain,ufuallyGodfetsa Mark of his Difpleafure 
upon them, by fome viiible Judgment in this World ; their 
Eftates ruined, their Reputation blafted, their Families funk, 
or themfelves brought to Mifery ; fo that all who patted by 
might fay, This was an Apoftate. If any Man draw back,, mj 
Soul (kail have no Pleafure in him. 

He obferved from Numb. 10.12. That all our Removes in this 
World, are but from one Wildernefs to another. Upon any 
Change that is before us, we are apt to promife our felves a 
Canaan, but we (hall be deceived, it will prove a tVildernefs. 
Once preffing the Study of the Scriptures, he advifed 10 
take a Verfe ofPfalm 1 1 9. every Morning to meditate upon, 
and fo go over the Pfalm twice in the X^ r > and that ( faith 
he ) will bring you to be in love with all At reft of the Scrip* 
tare ; and he often faid, All Grace grows, as love to the Wordof 
God grows. 

One asking his Advice, what to do when ( as often un- 
avoidably ) we are in the Sight and Hearing of the Wicked- 
nefsof the Wicked, and whtthfit vie axe to reprove theai ; 
why (faith he) you know wW an wir) Count <siumc<s AotK *s& 
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we may fometimes give a Reproof by our looks, when we 
have not opportunity of giving it other wife. 

He would not bear that any ihould be evil fpoken of in hfa 
Hearing, 'twas to him as Vinegar co the Teeth. He wou!4 
mind thofe who refle&ed upon People behind iheir Backs, of 
that Law, Lev. 19. 14. Thou (halt not Curfi the Deaf. Thofe 
that are abfent are Deaf, they cannot right themfelvcs, and 
therefore fay no ill.of them. A Friend of his enquiring of him 
concerning a Matter which tended to refled upon fome Peo- 
ple ; he began co give hitn an Account of the Story, but imme- 
diately broke off, and checked himfelf with tbcfe Word*, 
But our JRule is, to fpeak evil of no Man, and would proceed 
no further in the Story. Twas but the Week before he died, 
that one defired him to lend him fuch a Book : Truly (faith he) 
I would lend it you, but that it rak$s in the Faults of fome, which 
Jhould rather be covered with a Mantle of Love. 'T were eafie to 
multiply Inftances of this. 

To quicken People to Diligence and Livelinefs in the Wor- 
ship of God, he would fometimes obferve, that the Tempi* 
was built upon a Tbrefhing-fioor, a Place.of Labour. He would 
alfo urge, that in Anfwer to tjjofe who turn d it to his Re- 
proach, ;hat his Meeting-place had been a Barn 5 no new 
Thing ( would he fay) to turn a Tbrefhhg-floor into a Templel 

When fome zealous People in the Country would have him 
to preach againft Top-knots, and other -Vanities in Apparel, 
he would fay, that was none of his Bufinefs ; if he could but 
per/wade People to Cbrisl, the Pride and Vanity, and Excels of 
thofe Things would f nil of Cuurfe 4 and yet he bad a diflike to 
Vanity and Gaiety of Drefs, and allowed it not in thofe that 
he bad influence upon. His Rule was, that in fuch Things 
we mufl neither be .Qwb nor Spes ; not aflfefl Singularity, 
nor affedt Mcdifhnefs j nor ( as he ufed to obferve from 1 Pet. 
3.3.) make the putting on of App/trelour adorning, becaufe Chri- 
stians have better Things to adorn themfelves with. When 
fome complained .to him of a Relation of theirs, that would 
not let them drefs his 1 Children with Ribbands, and other 
fine Things, why truly (faith Mr. Henry) thofe Things r.re fit 
for Children; thereby reproving both him that would not al- 
low them to his Children, and them that perhaps minded 
them too much themfelves. 
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He often both in Sermons and Difconrfes, would prefs Pe<h 
pie to fix to themfelves fome good Principles, and to come off 
from the corrupt and carnal Principles that worldly People gQ 
by. He took all Occafions to recommend fuch Principles as 
thefe : That God who is the firfi and heft, fhould have thefirft 
and be ft : That a Part in Chrift is a good Part ; That file Pojperi- 
ty is the beftProfperity,and that it is well or ill with us, according as 
it is well or ill with our Souls 5 That Hwefty is the heft Policy • 
That thofe that would have the Comfort of Relations, muft be cart' 
ful to do the Duty of them ; That all is well that ends everlafling- 
ly welli That Time and the Things of Time, are nothing compa- 
red with Eternity and the Things of Eternity j That it it better to 
fuffer the greateft Affliction than to commit the leaft Sin • That/f 
highly concerns us to do that now, which we foall moft wijh we bad 
done when wc com* to die ; That Wor\ for God is its own Waget\ 
That it is Folly for a Man to do that which he muft certainly undo 
again by Repentance, or be undone to alt Eternity. Such as thefe 
were the Principles he would have Chriftians to govern them- 
felves by. 

Speaking of the Caufes of Atbeifm, he had this Obferva- 
tion , That a Head full of vaip and unprofitable Notions, meet- 
ing with a Heart full of Pride and Self-conceitednefi, di/pofe 4 
Man diretlly to be an Atbcift. 

A Gentlewoman, that upon fome Unkindnefs betwixt her 
and her Husband, was parted from him, and lived feparately 
near a Twelve-month, grew Melancholy, and complained 
of Sin, and the withdrawing of the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance, and the want of Affurance; he told her (he mud re- 
Aifie what was amifs between her and her Husband, and re- 
turn into the Way of Duty, elfe 'twas in vain to expe& Peace. 
Her Friends were againft it 5 but he laid, he was confident it 
would prove fo. 

He faid he had obferved concerning himfelf, that he was 
fometimes the worfe for eating, but never for abftinence; 
fome times the worfe for wearing too few C baths, but never 
for wearing too many ; fometimes the worfe for [peaking, but 
never for keeping Silence. 

As to his Letters, he was very free in writing to his Friends. 

A good Letter, he would fay, may perhaps do more good 

than a good Sermon, becaufe the Addrefe is more particular, 

and tbtt which is written remain*. Wu Vanfpfe^t *t&^&ytc£- 
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fipnsin his Letters were always pious and heavenly, and fea- 
fined with the Salt <?/Grace ; and when there there was Occa- 
fion, he would excellently adminifter Counfels, Reproofs or 
Comforts by Letter. He kept no Copies of his Letters, and it 
is impoffible if we ihould attempt it, to retrieve them from the 
Hands into which they were fcatter d. Mr. i\utherford's and 
Mr. Aliens Letters, that (like fome of the moft excellent of 
Paul's Epiftles ) bore Date out of a Prifon, have a mighty 
Tin&ure of their peculiar Prifon-Comfortsiand Enlargements ; 
we have none fuch to produce of Mr. Henr/s, no Paftoral 
Letters or Prifon Letters ; he was himfelf, in his whole Con- 
versation, an Epiftle of Chrift. 

Bat we (hall only glean up fome PafTagcs out of fuch of 
his Letters as are in our Hands, which may be affe&ing and 
edifying. 

To his Son when he was Abroad for Improvement at Lon- 
don, in the Year 1685. and 1686. with the common Bufinefs 
of his Letters, which was always written with a favour of 
Religion, he would intermix fuch Lines as thefe: " We are 
" all well here, Thanks be to God, the Divine Providence 
c< watching about our Tabernacle, and compelling us about 
* c with Favour, as with a Shield. Our great Enquiry is, 
€€ Wh& (hall we render? Alafs ! our Hendrings are nothing to 
41 our Receivings; we are like the barren Field, on which 
* much Cofi is beftowed, but the Crop is not accordingly. 
€l Our Heavenly Father is loading us with his Benefits, and we 
'< are loading him with our Sins, grieving him that comforts us; 
" and how long, how long (hall it be (o ? O that it might be 
<c otherwife ! that our Mercies might be as Oil to the Wheels , to 
" make us fo much the more aElive and lively in our Matter's 
" Work, especially confidering how it is with our fellow 
w Servants, they empty and we full, they Merah and we 
" Naomi. There may a Day come when it may coft dear to 
c< be honeft, but after all, To fear God and keep his Com- 
" mandmentSy is the ^tkle of Man. I therefore commend it 
<c to you, and you to God, who is a Shield and Buc\jer 
* c to them that fear him. 

a We are well, but in daily Expc&ation of that which we 
ct are born 9 and born again to, and that is Trouble in this 
4C World, yet rejoycing in hope of ttaGlw} <& Q»<^ ^vSsv 
? we axe teaching after, and pteSn% wrote* ^^ST^ 
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" you arc alfo. Where you are, you fee more of the glitter- 
u ing Vanities of this World in a Day, than we here do in 
" an Age ; and are you more and more in love with them, or 
" dead and dying to them ? I hope dead and dying to them, 
" for they are poor Things, and perifh in the ufing ; make 
" many worfe that enjoy them, but none better, Wh^t is 
lt tranflated vexation of Spirit, Eccl. i. 2. may be read Feeding 
i% upon Wind, comp. Hof.tx. i. and can Wind fatisfie ? The 
" Lord preferve and keep you from all Evil, the Lord preferve 
" and keep your Soul. We both fend you our Love, and 
" blefs you together and apart, every Day in the Hameof 
c< the Lord; Amen and Amen. 

" Be fincere and bumble and choice in your Company, al- 
" ways either getting good or doing good, gathering in Qr lay- 
v ing out. Remember to lpep the Heart with at Qiligenct 
" and above all Keepings, Jfqr there the fountain is, and if rjbat 
•f be well kept and clean, the ftreams will be accordingly. 

46 'Tis fome fliort Hefrcfhment to Friends and Relations, *o 
^ fee and hear from one another, but it paffetn away, anjl 
" we have here no continuing City, no abiding Delights ; irubis 
u World; our Hsft remains. clfewljere j thofe we h&ye, lofe 
*' much of their Sweetnefs, from the Thoughts of parting 
41 with them while we enjoy them, but the Happincfs to 
u come is Eternal, After Millions of ^Millions of Ages, ( if 
*' we may fo fpeak of Eternity ) as far from an End as the 
*' firft Moment ; anvi the lafi of Glory will be Glory ( fo fome 
H read Pnra.z5.27. keep that in .your Eye (ray dear child) 
44 and it will as inuch as *ny Thing dazzle your Eye?, to all 
44 the fading deceiving Vanities of this lower World; and 
" and will be a quickning Motive to you, to abound always 
cc in the Work of the Lord, forafmuch as you Jcnow your 
V Labour (hall not be in vain in the Lord. The Lord blefs you, 
44 who blejfeih indeed. 

'* See that you walk circumfpe&Iy, nor as .the Fools, but 
44 as the VPifc 5 many Eyes are Upon Y|U, his efpecially, who 
** is all Eye ; Cave, Deus videt. Mernqjito hoc age. e $ our Blef- 
44 fing with 1 Chro. 28. ?. 

44 The fame which is yet the Prologue of yours, is of ours 
41 alfo. Omnia bene,- latts Deo ! but he that girdeth qn the 
44 Htrners, mufl not boaft as he that futs it off. While the 
" World we live in is under tbc Moon, ^T^t&S&wstau^vft. 
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c< Inconftancy j and fuch Changes are made in other Families, 
" why fliould we alone promife our felves Immunity from the 
u common Lot ? There would be no need of Paith and Pa* 
<c tience which are Winter Graces, if it fliould be always Sum* 
*• mer Time with us. We have three Unchangeable* to oppofe 
" to all other Mutabilities ; an unchangeable Covenant , an uw> 
tc changeable God, and zn unchangeable Heaven: And while the fe 
c * Three remain the fame Yefterday, to Day, and for ever j wel* 
cc come the will of our heavenly Father in all Events that may 
* happen to us; come what will, nothing cancomeamifs to us. 
" Keep the invifible Things of the other World always in 
€c your Eye. He that ventures the Lofs of an eternal Crow* 
€t and Kingdom, for a Cup or two of puddle Water (fuch as 
<c all Terrene Plerfures in Comparifon are ) makes a Bargain, 
" which no lefs a Space than that which is Everlaftin^ will be 
" fufficient to bewail and repent of. How much better is it 
" to lay up in ftore now a good Foundation for Time to come 9 
u and to lay hold on Eternal Life ? Doing thofe Works which 
" we would be willing fliould hereafter follow us, yet ftil| 
" making the Blefled Jefus our All in all. 

" The further Progrefs you make in your Studies, you wilt 
" find them the eafier - y 'tis fo with Religion, the worft is ac 
" firft; It is like the Pi&ure that frown d at firft Entrance, 
* c but afterwards /miles and looks pleafant. They that walk 
" in (inful Ways, meet with fome Difficulties at firft, which 
" Cuffom conquers and they become as nothing. Tis good 
€€ accuftonaing our felves to that which is good. The more 
" we do the more we may do in Religion. Your Acquaint 
" tance (I doubt not) increafeth Abroad, and accordingly you* 
4C Watch mu&bc; for by that oftentimes e're we are aware we 
* are enfnar'd. He that wall^eth with wife Men, /hall be wife. 
u The return of the Sfring invites our Thankfgiving for 
* c the Mercy of it. The Birds are finging early and late, ac- 
u cording to their Capacity, thePraifes of their Creator 5 but 
u Man only that hath moft Caufe, finds fomething elfe to 
u da 'Tis Redeeming Love that is the molt admirable Love; 
a lefs than an Eternity will not fufficc to adore it in. Lord, 
4C how is it ! Lord, what is Man ? As the Streams lead to the 
" Fduntain, fo ihould all our Mercies lead us to that. We both 
*' of u* fend you our moftaffeStvatttXt. Lw>t **&^Vt^\n<^\^\- 
t'Ji*g? tti*tis, weprajaiidbe.^0^^^^^^^^^^ 
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€< even our own God, to give you his Bleffing, for he only can 
c< command the BlrjTwg ; and tbofe whom he Bleffeth arc 
€C Bleffed indeed. Let us ftill hear 10 our comfort, that you 
" voall^ in toe T. uth, Jiving above the Things of the World, 
" as dead to them. The Lord in Mercy fit us for his Will 
" in the next Providence^ Publick and Perfonal, for Time is 
* c always coming. 

" Your Improvement \$ o*»r Joy. Be fincere and ferious, 
" cloathed with Humility, abounding always in the Work 
" of the Lord ; and when you have done all, faying, lam 
u an unprofitable Servant. 'Twas the eood Advice of the Moral 
" Philofopher,in your Converfr with Men, Mi^nm*™** (Di{« 
" trufi )but I muftadd, in everything towards God m*/*m<* » 
" sto«jr( Believe )expt<St Temptation and a Snare at every turn, 
w and walk, accordingly. Ve have a good Caufe, a vanquifhed 
'* Enemy, a good Second, an extraordinary Pay ; for he that 
u overcomes, needs not defire to be more happy than the 
" fecond and third of the Revelation fpeaks him to be. The 
" God of all Mercy and Grace cotnpafe you about always 
* with his Favour as with a Shield. 

tc I would have you redeem time for hearing the Word in 
" Seafon and out of Seafon ; your other Studies will profper 
" never the worfc, efpecially if you could return immediately 
" from it to the Clofet again, without cooling Divertifements by 
u the way. 

" See your need of Chrijl more and more, and live upon 
" him ; no Life like it, fo fweet, fo fafe. Chriflus mens 
" mihi in omnia. We cannot be difcharg'd from the Guilt of 
u any Evil we do, without his Merit to fatisfie; we cannot 
u move in the performance of any good required, without his 
" Spirit and Grace to affift and enable for it; and when we 
" have done All, that all is nothing, without his Mediation and 
€c Intcrcejjion to make it acceptable ; fo that every day, in 
" every thing, he is Allin All. Though you are at a difiance 
" from us now, we rejoyce in the good hope we have through 
u Grace, of meeting again in the Land of the Living, that is, 
" on Earth, if God fee good, however in Heaven, which is 
c< the true Land of the truly Living 9 and is beft of all. The 
" Lord God everlaftmg be your Sun and Shield in all your 
" ways: See rime halting aw av a.^2tce towards Eternity, and 
2 the Judge even at the Dqox> ^^st\ wsk&^ \^«» 
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" ever you are, alone or in Company ; be always either 
" doing or getting good, Sowing or Heaping. As for me, 1. 
4< make no other Reckoning, but that the Time of my Departure 
€< is at band, and what Trouble I may meet with before, I 
"know not, the Will of the Lord be done : One of my chief 
" Gares is, that no Iniquity of mine may be laid up for you, which 
€ * God grant for his Mercy fake in Chrift Jefus. Amen. 

" Be careful of your Health. Remember the Rule, Venienti 
" occurrere ; but efpecially negle& not the main matter. The 
*' Soul is the Man ; if that do well, all's well. Worfhip God in 
Cf the Spirit ; re Joyce in Chrift Jefus, and have no Confidence in the 
** Fle/h. God be gracious unto thee my Son, Redeem Time- 
** efpecially for your Scul: EipcA Trouble in this World, and 
* x prepare for it ; expedt Happine/s in the other World, and 
1* walk worthy of it, unto all pleating. 
" A good Bool^ is a good Companion at Any time, but efpe- 
cially a good God, who is always ready to hold Coramu- 
" nion with thofe that defireand feek Communion with him. 
u Keep low and humble in your Thoughts and Opinion of 
* yourfelf ; but aim high in your Defires and Expectations^ 
" even as high as the Kingdom of Heaven it felf, and refolre 
C( to take up with nothing fliort of it. The Lord guide 
" you in all your ways, and go in and out before you, and 
!? preferveyou blamelefs to his Heavenly Kingdom. 

Immediately after his Son was Ordained to the Work of 
the Miniftry at London, in the Year 1687. he thus wrote to 
him : " Are you now a Minifter of Jefus Chrift ? Hath he 
u counted you Faithful, putting you into the Miniftry ? then 
" be faithful ; out of love to him feed bis Lambs : Make it 
" your TDff>o»as a Workman that needs not be afhamed, 
" rightly dividing the Word of Truth. I hope what you 
a Experienced of the Prefence of God with you in the So- 
" lemnity, hath left upon you a truly indelible Chara8er 9 
44 and fuch Imprejfions, as neither time nor any thing elfe Hull 
" be able to wear out. Remember Pfalm 71. 16. It is in the 
Eye of Senfe, a bad time to fet out in ; but in Sowing and 
Heaping, Clouds and flfind mufl not be heeded. The Work 
" is both Comfortable and Honourable, and the Reward rich 
and fure ; and if God be pleafed to give 0^atuu\i^ *s& 
a Hevt, though there auy be Tra&Yt %^^xvV*>^^ 
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* Be eafily born; If We (offer with him wfe (hall alfo reign 
" with him. I am, and ftiall be, according co my Duty and 
* c Promife, earneft at the Thiotie of Grate, on your behalf 
*' that the Lord will pour out upon you of his Hofy Spirit, that 
u what he calk yon to, he would fit you for ; efpedally 
<c that he would cake you off your own bottom, and lay 
" you low in thefenfe of your own TJritoorthinels, Ira- 
<c bility and Infufficiericy, that you friay fay with the Evan- 
" gelical Prophet ; Wo is me, I dm undone ! Arid vfrith Jeremiah, 
4i lama Child > and' with Paul, lam nothing ; where thtf ii 
" nor, the main thing is wanting ; for God refifts the Proud, 
<c but gives Grace to the Humble. Now the Lord give you 
" that Grace to be Humble ; and then, according to his Pro- 
" mife, he will make you rich iri every other Grace. 

It were very eafie to Transcribe many more fuch Lints as 
thefe out <tf his Letters to his Son, but thefe ihail fuffice. 

We (hall next gather up fbme few Paflages out of fome of 
his Letters to a Perfonof Quality in London, ( fuch of them 
as are come to our Hands, which are but few of many ) The 
beginning of his Correfpondence with that Gentleman, (which 
continued to his Death, and was kept up Monthly for a 
great while) was in the Year \6%6. and the following Letter 
broke the Ice. 

Honour d Sir, 
" "LI Oping you are by this time, as you intended, returned 
" ■"• to London, to your Home and Habitation thefre. I 
v< make bold, according to my Promife, to Salute you in a 
f< few Lines. In the firft place to be your Remembrancer of 
" xhtVomdt God which are upon you, upon the account of 
** the many Mercies of your ]oUrney, both in your going out, 
€C and in your coming iri. Was not every ftep yott took bedg'd 
" about with fpecial Providence ? Had not the Angels charge 
" over you ? Did not they pitch their Tents where you pitched 
u yours ? Did not Goodnefs and Mercy follow you, andfhould 
" it not then be had in thankful Remembrance ? Where 

Mercy goes before, ftiould not Duty follow after ? If you 

have Mr. Angier's Life, you will find there, page 88, 89. 

a Collection out of his Diary, of ten Heads of Mercies, 
acknowledged in a ^ouuv^ , to \it\^xwv Gfe& ?caifet, 
and to quicken his own m& tfBam Wsa&& <e&ttt5«^«sk 
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" they arc certainly very • affe&ing. Next ( Sir ) I am to ao 
<c quaint you, that I have faithfully difpos'd of the Money 
" yo« left with me at parting, to eight poor praying Widows 
u in this Neighbourhood, as you appointed. And this among 
u all the reft of your Alms- Deeds is had in memorial before 

* God ; 'tis Fruit that will abound to your Account. Bread 

* fent a Voyage upon the Waters, which you and your* will 
find again after many Days; for he is Faithful that hath 
u promued. The Apofyles Prayer (hall be mine, 2 Cor. 9. 10. 
** Now he that miniftieth Seed to the Sower ^ doth minifler Bread 
" fir jour Food, and multiply your Seed fown and inereafe the fruits 
" of your Hfgbteotifnefs. Amen. 

And fometime after he writes. Your Achtowledgin^ God 
in all your Affairs, I cannot but re Joyce in, * as an evidence 
" of the uprightnefs of your Heart towards him : 'tis tbd 
H Lif? and Sou.' of all Religion} 'tis indeed to walk, with God: 
" That includes as much as any other Scripture command in 
fo few words. In aU thy ways . acknowledge him ; in every 
thing thou doft have an Eye to him ; make his Wrd and 
" Will thy Rule, his Glory thy End ; fetch inftrengtb from him* 
" expect fuccefs from him ; and in all Events that happen, 
" which are our ways too( whether they be for us or againft 
" us ) he is to be acknowledged, that is adord : if profperous 
M with Tbankfulnejs if otherwife with Submiffion j as Job, The 
" Lord bath given, and the Lord bati) taken, and blejfed be the 
4i Name of the Lord. This is to fet the Lord always before us* 
" to have our Eye ever towards the Lord ; where this is noc 

* we are fo far without God in the World. 

In another Letter, ".As to the Acceifion lately made to 
" your Eftate, much good may it do you ; that is, much good 
" ir ay you do with it, which is the true Good of an Eftate. 
" The Lady Warwick would not thank him, that would give 
" her aThoufand a Year, andtyeher up from doing good 
" With it. I rejnyce in the large Heart which God hath 
" given you with your large Eftate, without which Heart 
" the Eftate would be your Snare. 

t have lately niet with a Letter of Mr. Henry\ to a Coupfe 
related to him, who in a very fhott uk& taA WSjA*^ ^<&l 
gbtidrca of the Small-Pox* tt> xhttt «cft Qmi^ ^^ v ' 
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die Year 1679. Whit Comfort and Counfels be adminiftred 
to them, may be of ufe to others in their Affli&ions, and 
therefore I Hull Tranfcribe the whole Letter, though it be 
long. 

Dear Coufins, 

THis' is to you bath, whom God hath made one in the 
Conjugal Relation, and who are one alfo in die prefer* 
Affli&ion ; only to fignifie to you, that we do heartily 
Sympathize with you in it. The Trial is indeed (harp, ana 
there will be need of all the Wifdom and Grace you hare, 
and of all the help of Friends you can get, both to bear and 

. to improve it aright. You muft bear it with Silence aad 
Submiffum. Surely it is meet to be f aid unto God, I have tern 
Chajtijement. He is Sovereign Lord of all, and may do 

' with us and ours as pleafeth him. It is not for the Clay to 

Sirrel with the Potter. It was Mercy you bad Children, and 
mfort with tbaafo long 5 it is Mercy that yet you have** 
another -, and your Children are not loft, but gone before, a 
little before, whither you your felves are haftning after. Aad 

• if a Storm be coming, (as God grant it be not )it is beft 
with them that put firft into the Harbour. Your Children 
are taken away from the Evil to come, and you muft not 
Mourn as they that have no hope. Senfible you cannot but be, 
but deje&ed and fullen you muft not be, that will but put 
more bitternefi into the Cup, and make way for another, 
perhaps a (harper ftroke. You muft not think, and I hope 
you do not, that there cannot be a (harper ftroke, for God 
hath many Arrows in his Quiver ; he can heat the Furnace 
feven times hotter, and again, and again, feven times hot- 
ter, till he hath confumed us ; and if he (hould do fo, yet ftifl 
we muft, lay, he hath funifhed us lefs than our Iniquitits 
have deferved. For Examples of Patience in the like kind, 
we have two eminent ones in the Book of God, tbofe are 
?o£and Aaron; of the latter it is faid, Lev. 10.3. He held 
his Peace ; and that which quieted him. was what his 
Brother Mofes faid to him, this is that which the Lord bath 
faid I will be fanftified; and if God be SanSified, Aaron is 

' Satisfied ; if God have Glory from it, Aaron hath nothing 
*'tohy againft.it. Of tYie&tf&ttvt \& ftid^ ?«£ 1. 20. be 
*f*Mdovm % but it was 10 WVjkty v *^ w» wtoM^**, 
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preffed himfelf, Ifo Lwvf ^4t?r, &c. He acknowledged 
God in all : And indeed after all, this is it ( my dear Cofins ) 
that 70a muft fatisfie your felves with under the fad Provi- 
dence, that the Lord hath done it, and the fame Will that 
ordered the thirtg it felf, ordered all the Circumftances of 
it ; and who are we that we (hould difoute with out Maker ? 
Let the Potfherds ftrive with the Potfherds of the Earth, but 
let not the thing formed, ftp to him that formed it ? Why haft thou 
made me thus ? And as for the Improvement of this Affli&ion, 
( which I hope both of you earneftly defire, for it is a great 
Lofs to lofe fucfa a Providence, and not to be made better by 

* it ) I conceive there are four Leflbns which it ihoold teach 
you, and they are good Leflbns, and ihoold be well lear- 
ned, for the advantage of them is unfpeakable. 1 . It (hould 
for ever imbitttr Sin to you ; you know what file laid to the 
Prophet, 1 Kjngs 17. 18. Art thou come to call my Sins to 
Remembrance, and to flay my Son ? -Tis Sin, Sin chat is the 
old Kill-Friend, the Jonah that hath raifed this Storm, the 
Achan that hath troubled your Houfe ; then how fhould you 
grow in your hatred of it, and endeavours againft it? that 
you may be the Death of that which hath been the Death of 
your dear Children ; I fay the Death of it, for nothing left 
will fatisfie the true Penitent, than the Death of iuch a 
Malefa&or. ' a. It (hould be a Spur to you, to put you on 
in Heavens way; It may be you were growing remifs in 

- Duty, beginning to flack your former pace in Religion, and. 
your Heavenly Father faw it, and was grieved as it, and 
fentthis ftd Providence to be your Monitor, to tell you, 
you (hould remember whence you were fallen, and do your 
firft Works, and be more Humble and Hofy, and Heavenly f 
Self-denying, and Watchful, abounding always in the Work. 
of the Lord. O blefled are they that come out of fuch a 
Furnace thus refined, they will fay hereafter, 'twas a happy 
Day for them that ever they were put in. 3. You muft 
learn by it as long a* you live, to kpepyour Affections in due 
Bounds towards Creature Comforts* How bard is it to /we 
and not toovor-bve 9 to delight in Children or Yoke-fellows, 
and riot over-delight ; now God is a jealous God, and will 
not give his Glory to any other ; and our excefs this way 
doth often provoke him to unvovt \Jaax Utac* W^, 
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which we do thus make an Idol of; and our Duty is to labour 
when he doth fo, to get that matter amende^, and to rejoyce 
in all our Enjoyments with Trembling, and as if v* rejojeed 
nor. 4. It (houldbe a means of drawing far Hints and 
Thoughts more upwards and homewards} 1 mean your Ever- 
lafting Home: You (hould be looking ofcner nqw than before 
into the other World. IJhaUgo to him, (aitfa D4*>id % when 
his little Son was gone before. It is yet but a little while 
er'e all the things of Time fhall be (wallowed up in Eternity. 
And the matter is hot great, whether we or ours diefirft, 
whilft we are all dying ; in the raids of life we are in 
Death : What manner of Perfons then ought we. to be ? 
Now our Lord Jefus Chrijl faimfelf, and Qod, even our 
Father , be, your fupport under, and do you good by this 
Difpenbtion, and give you a Name better than that of Sent 
and Daughters. We are daily mindful of you at the Throne 
of Grace, in our poor meafore, and dearly recommended to 
; you, &c. , . ' 

We (hall next gather up fome Paflages out of his Let* 
ters to his Children, after they were married and gene from 
him. , 



•r 



To one of his Daughters with Child of her firft Child, . he 
thus writes, € You have now one kind of Burthen more than 
4 ever you had before to caft upon pod, and if you do fo, he 
' will (uftain you, according to his Promife. 

And when the time of Travail was near, thus ; * You know* 

* whom you have trusted, even him who is true and faithful, 
€ and never yet did, nor ever will for/alp the Soul that feekf 
4 him. Though he be Almighty, and can do every thing, yet 
" this he cannot do, he cannot deny bimfelf por be wone 
4 than his J^r^; But what is hi6#^^ 

4 there (hall be always a (afe and fpeedy delivery ? that there 

* (hall be no Jcbc^, no Benoni ? No, but if there be, he hadr 

* promised it (hall wor^ together for good} hath promifedrif 
' he doth not fave from, he will lave through : If he call to go, 
4 even through the valley of the /badow of death, (and what 
c lefsis Child-bearing?) and he will t* with you, hit ^ 

/ and bis StajffhaXi comfort ^ou, *»toS»t%%tlL: Therefore 
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' yotif Faith muft be in thofe things as the Promife is, either 
' fo or fo and which way foever it be, God is good and doth good, 
' Therefore ( my dear Daughter ) lift up the Hands that hang 
down, caft your Burthen upon him, truft alfo in him, ana 

* lee your Thoughts be eftablilhed. We are mindful of voa 

* in our daily Prayers, but you have a better huercejfor than 

* we, who is heard always. 

. To another of them indie {kmeCircumftance,he thus writes ; 

* Your laft Letter fpeaks you in a good Frame, which 
'rejoyced my Heart, that you were fixed, fixed wasting upon 

* God ; that your Faith was uppermoft, above your Fears ; 
' that you could fay, Behold the handmaid of the Lord, let him 

* d$ with me as feemeth good in his eyes. We are never fitter 
j * for a Mercy, nor is it more likely to be a Mercy indeed,' 
M than when it is fo with us ; now die Lord keep it always in 

* the Imagination of the Thoughts of your Heart. And he 

* concludes, Forget not i Tim. x laft/ 

When one of his Daughters wasfafely delivered, in a Let- 
ter to another of them that was drawing near to that needful 
Hour, he obferv'd that when David laid, PiaL 116. \%. 
What [hall I render ? He prefendy adds, v, 1 3. J will callupm 
the Name of the Lord. € As if (faith he) calling upon the 

* Name of the Lord for Mercy for you, were one way of 
' rendring unto the Lord, for die great Benefit done to your, 

* Sifter. 

* On occafion of Affi&ion in their Families by the Sicknets 
or Death of Children, or otherwife, he always wrote fbme 
word in fealbn. 

' In the Furnace again ? (faith he) but a good Friend fits by; 

* and it is only to take away more of the Droft. If lefs Fise 
c would do, we lhould not have it fo much and (b often ; O 

* for Faith to truft the Refiner., and to refer all to his WiltxA 

* Wifdom, and to wait the Iflue—— for I have been young, 

* and now am old, but I never yet (aw it in vain to feel^ God, 

* and to hofe in him. 

At another time he thus writes ; ' Tough and knotty Block? 

* muft have more and more Wedges ; our heavenly Father 
4 when he judgeth will overcome. We hear of the death of 

* dear S. T. and chide our felves for being to oftea^UafiuL 

c with 1 his Hrde pretty f&fbions left N»t o$m*& itoiaraa^^jj 

* being too much fo. No Ifod uu& fct*^^^^^ 
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c fbrond, who deferves all our Low and Jer, tod hath too 
little of it. 

At another time, upon the death of another little one, 
The dear little one ( faith he ) made but a tfiort Paffage through 
this to another World, where it is to be for ever a living 
Member of the great Body, whereof Jefus Chrifl is the ever' 
living Headi but for which Hope there were caufe for Sorrow 
indeed. If he that gives takes, and it ii but his own, why 
ihould we lay, What dosJ thou ? 

At another time upon the like occafion ; Our Quiver of 
Ghildren^Children is not fo full, but God can toonemptj 
it : O for Grace, Grace at fuch a time, which will do that, 
fjiat Nature cannot. The God of ail Grace fupply you 
need and ours, according to his Riches in Glory. The Lord 
is ftill training you up in his good School; and though no 
Affli&ion for the prefent be joyous but grievous, neverthelefs 
aftervptids it yields wejl; yopr Work is in every thing to 

* bring your WiU to the Will of God. 
To one of his Daughters concerning her little ones, he 

thus writes; € They are but Bubbles: We have many warnings 
4 tofitloofe; thelefswertfrupontheminourStyjand Hop*. 

* $tie more likely to have them continued to us* Our God 
Ms a jealous God, nor will he fuffer the Creature to ufnrp 
J his Tbrcne in our Affe&ions. 

Upon the death of a little Child but few days old, he thus 
writes ; ' The tidings of the death of your little one were 
affii&ing to us, but the Clay muft not fay to the Potter, 
What doft thou ? If he that took be the fame that gave, and 
what he gave and took was his own, by our own confent, it 
becomes us to fay, Blejfed be the Name of the Lord. I hops 
you have been learning to acknowledge God in all Events, and 
to take all as from his Hand who hath given us to know, I 
fay, to know ( for Paul faith fo ) that all things do work to- 
gether, ( not only ihall, but do )for our good, that we may be 
more and more partakers of his bolinefi. He can make the 
two left afc comfortable to you as all the three, as all your 
five could have been. However, if all the Cifierns were 
drawn dry while you have your Fountain to go to, you an 
well ; you f^ay alfo by Faith lopk forward, and fay, it was 
a Covenant-Child, and OttO*^ Vterc^ N\t (hall fee it again 
/ fa $ Better World. ' . ^^ 
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, Upon the fcckaefc of a dear Child, he thus writes to the 
Parent ; You and we are taught to (ay, It is the Lardi upon, 
his Will rayft we wait, and to it muft we fubmit in every 
thing ; not upon conftraint 9 but of choice ; not only becaiifc 
he is the Potter and we the Clay ; and therefore in a way of 
Sovereignty he may do what he pleafeth with us and ours: ' 
Bat becaufehe is our Father, and will do nothing but what 
(hall be for good to us. The more you can be (atisfied in 
this, and the more willing to refign, the more likely to have. 
Be ftrong therefore in the Grace which is in Cbrifi Jefus, 
it is given for fuch a time of need as this. I hope your. 
Fears and ours will be prevented, and pray they may ; but 
thanks be to God, we know the Worft of it, and that Worst 
hath no harm in it, while the better fart is ours, which cannot 
be taken away front us. 

To one of his Children in Affliflionhe writes thus; Tit. 
a time of Trial with you, according to the Will of your and 
our Heavenly Fatter. Though you fee not yet what he 
means by it, you (hall fee. He means you good and not. 
hurt j he is (hewing you the vanity of all things under the 
Sun, that your haupinefs lies not in them, but in himfelf 
only ^ that they ana we arepafSng away, withering Flowers* 
that therefore we may learn to die to them, and live above 
them, placing our Hope and Happinefs in bettef things 
trafting ip him alone who is the %oc\ of Ages % who fails nor, 
neither can fail, nor will fail thofe that fly to him. I pray 
you, think not a bard thought of him, no not one narcL 
thought, for he is good, and doth good in all he doth, and 
therefore all lhall work for good; but then, as you are called, 
according to his Purpofe ( blefled be his Name for it ) fo you 
muft love him, and Love ( you know) thinks no evil, but puts, 
the beft Conftrn&ion upon all that the Perfon loved faith or 
doth, and fo muft you, though now for a Seafon, if need be, 
you are in He^vinefs. 

And at another time ; ' Your Times and the Times of yours 
are in the Lord's good Hand, whofe Wit \$ hit Wifdom. 
'Tis one thing ( as we read and obferv'd this Morning, out of 
E^.22. ) to be put into a Furnace and left there as Drofs 
to be confumed ; and another thing to be put in as Gold or 
Silver xq be melted for ufe, and to have the Refiner fet bv* 
yon know whom you have bcft&ttA, \K»fc y^K^jk'*^ 

N 4 VCSB* 
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* everlafting Covenant: He is faithful that hath promifed. 

* We pray for you, and wc give Thanks for you daily, for the 
4 Cup is mixed, therefore truft in the Lord for ever, and rc- 
' Joyce in the Lord always ; again I lay rejoyce. 

To one of his Sons-in-law that was a littie engaged in buil- 
ding he thus writes: ' Be fare to f 44* God along with you in 
' tjiis, as in all other your Affairs j for except be build the 
4 H ufe, they labour in vain that build it. Count upon trouUe- 

* fome Occurrences in it, and keep the Spirit quiet within : 

* And let not God's time nor Dues be entrenched upon, and 
t then all will be well. 

Twas but a little before he died that he wrote thus to one 
of his Children ; ' We rejoyce in God's goodnefs to you, that 

* your Diftemper hath been a Rod (ha\en only, and not WJ 

* on. He is good, and doth good ; and fliould not we love 
1 him, and reft in our love to him ? He faith, he doth in his 

* to us 5 and rejoycethoverus with fingin£ 9 Zepb. 3. 17^ And 
' have not we much more caufe? W hat, lovelinefc in us? 
c Whatnot in him ? I pray let me recommend him to your 
4 Love j love him, love him, with all the Power s*£ your Soul, 
4 and out of love to i/as/?. bint. He is pleas'd with honeft 
4 Endeavours to pleafe him ; though after all, in many, things 

* we come ihort, for we are not under the Law x but under Graces 

To one of his Children recovered from Sicknefs he gives 
this hint ; ' Remember that a New Life muft be a New Life 
4 , indeed ; Reprieves extraordinary call for • Returns extraordi- 

€ o«ry. 

i The laft Journey he made to London was in Augufi 1 690J 
before he went, he lent this Farewel Letter to his Sontt Cbefler: 

* I am going forth this Morning towards the great City, not 
€ knowing but it may be Mount tiebo tome: Therefore I 

* fend you this as full of Blejpngs as it can hold, to your felf, 
4 my Daughter your Wife, all the reft of my Daughters, 
4 their Husbands, and all the little Ones, together and fever ally. 
4 If I could command the Bleffings, I would 5 but I pray to 
1 him that bath and doth, and I truft will. The Lord blefsyou, 
c and keep you, and lift up the 'light of his Countenance mpen 
4 you. As your have received, and you for your part Ptea- 
' rhed Cbrisl Jefus the Lord, fo walk in him : keeping 
4 Confcience always void o£ offetvcA v \Ktf&x XBmsdi Gad and 

/ iowatds all Men. live jou Matter* *x& \» %»&&- 
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* to her, and live in Love and Peace among your felves, and 
c the God of Love and Peace that hath been, will be with you,' 
c Amen, 



__ _ one who defired his Direction for the attaining of 
Gift of Prayer, he wrote the following Letter of Advice. 

• 

' If yon would be able in Words and Expreffions of your 
own, without the Help of a Form, to offer up Prayers to God* 
obfervethefe following Rules of Direction, in the Ufe where-, 
of, by God's Bleffine you may in Time attain thereunto. 

1. Yon ffluft be throughly convinced that where fucb a Gift f /* 
it is ef great Vfe to a Cbriftian, both very comfort Me and very; 
frofitaHe, and therefore very deferable, and worth your ferious 
Endeavours ; this Draft firft be, or elfe all that follows will 
fignifie nothing : For it it as the wife Man (kith, Prov. 18. rJ 
Through defire a Man having feparated bimfetf, feeketb and inter* 
tneddletb with all Wifdem % that is, till we are brought in fome 
goodMeafure to defire the £m/, we fhall never in good earaeft 
apply our felves to die ufe of Means for the obtaining of it. It 
19 a Gift that fits a Perfon to be of Ufe to others in the Duty of 
Prayer, according as there is Occafion, either in a Family or 
in-Cbriftian Communion* It is.alfo of great Advantage to one 
ielves ; For how can any Form (tho' never fo etafi) be poffi- 
bly contrived, fo as to reach all the Circumftahces of my far* 
ticular Cafe, and yet it is my Duty, in every Thing to mal(§ my 
Heauefts kpown to God. ' 

2. As you fhould be perfwaded of the excellent Ufe of it? 
where it is attained, fo alio you fhould believe, that where it is 
not, it may he attained, and that without any great Difficulty. 
No doubt bat many are difcouraged from endeavouring after 
it by an Opinion they. have that it is to no Purpofe ; they 
think it a Thing fo far above their Abilities f that they were as 
good fit (kill and never attempt it : This is of very bad Coo* 
sequence, as in other Matters of Religion, fo particularly int 
this, *nd therefore watch agaihft this Suggeftion, and con* 
dude, that (though it may be harder to fome than others) yet; 
it is impoffible to none : Nay this Wifdom is eafie to him that 

underfian&tb, where Means are nftd in the for of Cod. 
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3. Toumufl rightly underftand and confider who it is, with whom 
you have to do in Prayer \ for your Incouragement to come to 
him, tho v in the midft of many Infirmities and Imperfe&ions, 
He is your Father, your loving tender-hearted Father, who 
knows your Frame, and remembers you are hut dufi 5 who is not 
extream to mark what we do amifi, in Manner and Expref* 
Son, where the Heart is upright with him. You may judge 
a little concerning his Love, by the Difpofhion that is in you 
towards your Children, when they come to ask Things need- 
fill of you : And believe him to be infinitely more merciful and 
companionate, than the moft merciful and companionate of 
Fathers and Mothers are or can be : efpecially remenabring 
that we have an Advocate with the Father Jems Chrift the 
Righteous, who is tht great High Priefi of our ProfeJJhn f and 
whom he ueartth ahoays P 

4. You muft pray that you may pray ; beg of God the Father 
of Lights, from whom every good and perfed Gift comes, to 

. (beftow this Gift upon you. We read, Lukf 1 1. 1. that one 
of the Diiciples came to Jefus Chrift upon this Errand, Lord, 
teach us to pray, and he had his Requeft granted prefently. 
Go yoji to hjm of\ the fame Errand. You may plead the %• 
latiou pf p, Child, from that Sjcripture, Gal 4. 6. And becaife 
•you are Sons, God hath fent forth the Spirit cf his Son into your 
Hearts, crying, Abba, Father : And the Promife alfo from that 
Scripture, %ech. j %. \ o. I will pour upon the Houfe of David, 
and the Inhabitants of Jerufalem, the Spirit of Grace, and~tf 
Supplication ; which two, Relation and a Promife, if they be 
not ibfficient to encourage your Faith and Hope in this Ad- 
drefs what is or can be ? 

5. It is good before you addrefs your Jeff to the Duty, to read a 
Portion of Holy Scripture, which will be of great Ufe to fiirniih 
you both with Matter and Words for Prayer, efpecially D** 
eAfls Pfalms, and Pauts Epifiles. The Holy Spirit hath pro- 
vided for us a Treafuryot Store-houfi, of what is fuitable for all 
Occafions, and where both the Ward and the Mxtter are his 
own, and of his own framing and inditing, if Affe&ions be 
ftirring in us accordingly, we have great Reafon to believe 
^e will accept of us. In divers Places he hath himfelf put 
Words into our Months for the Porpofe, as Hof. 14. 2. Takp 
with you Words, Matth. 6. $• After this Manner therefore fray 

jp r *qi often elfewhere. 
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<S» There «w//J be feme Acquaintance with cur own Hearts^ 
with our fpiritual State and Condition, our Want* and Ways* 
or clfe no good will be done in this Matter. Tis Senfe of 
Need, Hunger, Thirft, Cold, Nakedneft, that fupplies 
the poor Beggar at your Door with pertinent ExpreJJiom 
and Arguments f be needs not the Help of any Friend or Book 
to furnflh him $ fo if we know oar felves, and feel our Condi- 
tion, and fee God before as as our God, able and ready to help 
as, Words will eafily follow wherewith to offer up our De- 
fires to him, who underftands the Language even of Sighs and 
Tears, and Groaning* which cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 26. 

7. It i ofVfi in Jiated Prayer 9 ordinarily to obferve a Method^ 
according to the feveral Parts of Prayer, which are thefe Four : 

t. CompeBation or Adoration, which is the giving of due 
Titles to God in our Addreffes to him, and therein afcribmg 
to him the Glory due unto hi Name. With this we are to be- 
gin our Prayers, both for the working of a holy Awe 2nd Dread 
upon our Hearts towards him on the Account of his Greatnefi 
and Majefty ; as alio for die ftrengthening of our Faith and 
Hope in him, upon the Account of his Goodnefs and Mercy. 

%. Confeffion ; Sin is to be confeffed in every Prayer : Origi- 
nal Sin as the Root, Spring-head and Fountain ; and ASual 
Sin as the Fruit and Stream proceeding from it. Herein 
you muft not reft in Generals, as the molt do, but efpecially 
when you are in fecret before the Lord, yon muft defcend so 
Particulars, opening the whole Wound, hiding nothing from 
him, alfo aggravating the Fault from the Circumftances of 
it, judging and condemning your fclf for it in the Sight of God ; 
ana for your help herein, you muft acquaint your felf with 
the Divine Law, the Precepts and Prohibitions of it, efpecially 
their Extent and Spiritual Nature, as the Rule, aqd then bring 
your own Thoughts, Words, and A&ions to it daily, to be 
cried by it. 

3. Petition, for fuchgood Things as God hath promifed, and 
yon have need ef, both concerning this Life and that which is to 
pome. As to the latter, you are to pray for Mercy to pardon, 
and Grace to help in Time of Need. As to the former, for 
Bread to eat, w&Haiment to put on, and a Heart to be there- 
with contented. You are to pray for others alfo, tbe Church 
pf Gqd, the Land of your Nativity, Ma&l&cattv ^\t&S&sv» 
fiekticm, affd Jfriends, not foi£ttftn%&t KSS^vsp* <& ^ 
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4. tbunkfgiving 9 which (hould have a considerable Start in 
$vcry Prayer 5 for our Duty is, in every Thing to give Thanks 
for Mercies received, Publick and Perfonal, *bicb is the WUl 
ef God in Chrift Jefus concerning us. 

This Rule of Method is not fo neccflary to be obferv'd in 
Prayer, as in no Cafe to be varied from 5 ■ but it is certainly 
very ulefklmad expedient, and a great Help to young Beginners 
in that Duty. 

8. My Advice is, that you would delay no longer, but forth- 
with apply your felf in the Strength of Jefus Chrift, to dm 
fweet and excellent way of Praying 5 and I dare fay, in a 
Jhort Time you will find, through the Aids and Supplies of 
Divine Grsee, what is at firft hard and difficult, will by De- 
grees be eafie and delightful. The Promife is, that to bm 
that bdtby i. c. that both, and ufctb robot be batb, more fiuli be 

given. Though you cannot do what you would, yet fail not 
to do what you can, wherein the Lord will accept of you, ac- 
cording to his Everlafting Covenant in Chrift Jefus, for m me 
tot under the Low but under Grace. 



T* 



chap, a 

A Jbort Account of fonts of bis Friends, efpeciallp bis 
' Brethren in the Mitnftry^ that died before bins. 

WE think our felves obliged to add this Account oat of his 
own Papers, partly as an Evidence of the great Efteem be 
bad of the Gifts and graces of others to whom he delighted 
to do Honour; ( an Inftance of that Humility which he was 
in all refpeds a great Example of;) and partly that we may 

Eeferve the Remembrance of feme in that Country, whofe 
ames ought not to be buried in Oblivion. It is Pan of 
(hat Honour which we owe to them thai' fear the Lard: to men: 
tion diem with refpedfc when they are dead and gone, thai 
we may contribute foraething to the fulfilling of the PrOm&> 
That die Righteous, and efpecially they who turn muny to 
Jfigbteoujnefs, /ball be bud in everlafting s^emembrunce. Wh3k 
tbar jgloii&ed Souls {hint as the Stan 1* ritt¥W n « m c m of our 
**6*r, it if fit th*t lfcfcu tcdbiafl^lte^ 
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lawtt Kegiora go fanb as a Lsmp that turnab. The Jewifh 
Rabbins read Prov. 10, 7. as a Precept, L*; fi* Memory of the 
3hH be bleffod. We will take them in the Order wherein we 
find them in his Diary, according to the Time of their Death, 
psemifing only this Note of his, occafioned by a particular 
loflaoce ; c Such a Day I read the Life of old Mr. Buen of 
r . Sttpkford, in which I met with* fome Things that (hame 
'. op, ' fiune Things that confirm me, and fome Things that 
4 qoickeh me. flkfled be God for that Cloud of Witneflea 
We are cOmpafled about with. 

Mr, John Mdcbimvtts buried at Newcaftle, Seftemb. 8. 1 66^ 
a worthy Inftramrnt in Gofpel Work : Laborious, Faithful, 
and SucceJjrful above bis Fellows ; taken away in the midft of 
^ii Days ; the firft Candle I have heard of put out by God, 
*rnopg the many Hundreds put under a Btifliel by Men. [An 
Account of his Holy Exemplary Life was printed many Yeata 
aftpr, drawn up 1 think by Mr. Newnmc. 

Mr* Heath, late Minifter of Alkmans Church in Salop, waa 
buried May x8. 1 666> He was of Cbrift'% Colladge in Cam- 
bridge, where he vtas. much valued for his great Learning; 
efpqcially in the Oriental Tongues, in which he was one at 
the greaceft Matters of Jus Age. He waa employed to correct 
the Syriac and Arabic)^ of the Polyglot Bible, which was fent 
down to him in Sheets for that Purpafe, for which Bilhop 
Walton gave him a. Copy. He read the Liturgy till Augu/1%4* 
166%. and then waa Silenced, becaufe he could not come up 
to the impofed Terms of Conformity. When the Five Mile 
Ad. commenced, March 25. 1666. he removed to Wellington^ 
and there within a. few Weeks died and was buried. When 
he lay upon his Death-bed, Mr. Lawrence asked him what 
Reflexions he bad upon his Non- Conformity ; Truly (faidhe) 
( I mould not but have done as I did for a Tboufand Worlds. 
He had great Confidence, that God would provide for hit 
Widow and Children, according to Promife. (The Chara* 
<Ster Mr. Baxter gives of him is, that he was moderate, fe* 
<}af&, quiet and religious. 

. Much about the lame Time Mr. Xor\ died in Salop, a 
holy flood Man, and well approved in the Miniftry, who 
wafted his own Candle in giving light to others, even after 
he was removed out of the Caroile&vdL. Lr*&\ \\^>a>^»> 
Mowing otfyv. 1 i K i». concetiani\teVlfcTK$tw ^ 
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Mr.' Thomas Barter, late Minifter of Whitchurch, died at Sfi 
top in a good old Age, ?««* 19. 1 667. he was born in Ner* 
tbamptonfhire, bred in Cambridge; be was fettled Minifter 
of Hanmer in Flint/hire long before the Wan, by the Means 
of Sir John Hanmer, the Patron, who was a very worthy 
pious Gentleman, and a great Promoter of Religion in due 
Parilh (but died in the midft of his Day*.) Here Mr. Per- 
ftr'sMiraftry was blefled with wonderful AcceptancefcndSiKV 
ce^, both in that and the Neighbouring Parishes ; and a great 
Harveft of Souls was there gathered in to Chrift. After die 
Wars were over (during the Heat of which be was forced to 
withdraw) he procured Mr. Stee4 fox Hammer, and he removed 
toWb#>c/7ttrc/?,where he continued an Inftrument of much good, 
till the King came in, and then he gave way to Dr. Bernard, 
a worthy moderate Man. He preached his Fare wel Sermon it 
Whitchurch, Auguftift. 1660. on Col. 1. 24. and fpent the reft 
of his Days in Silence and Affli&ion. He was exetcis'd bog 1 
with Pain upon bis Bed, and the Multitude of his Bones with 
ftrong Pain. If this be done to the green Tree, what fliaD be ! 
done to the dry ? His dying Counfel to the Lord s People, was 1 
to Jtidt to Chrift , and not to let him go, come Life come Death. J 

The worthy Colonel Thomas Hunt died at bis Honfe in 
Shrewsbury, April 1 2. 1 669. a true Natbauael an Ifraelite indeed^ ! 
in whom was no Guile: One that like Caleb followed tbeLord ' 
folly in difficult trying Times; he was a Member of the long 
Parliament for Shrewsbury, and very a&ive for God in his Ge- 
neration, abounding in good Works, and his Memory is blef- 
led. I was going to Shrewsbury upon an Appointment of Us, 
and by the Way met the fad News of his Death, which was 
fudden, but not furprizing, to one that was always ready. 
He was twice at publick Ordinances the Day before being 
LordVDay, worihipped God with his Family in the Evening* 
went to Bed well as at other Times ; but about two or three 
a Clock in the Morning wak'd very ill, and before five fell 
atfeep in the Lord. Help, Lord, for the Godly Man eeafitb. 

Mr. George Mainvtaring, a faithful Minifter of Jefus Chrift, 

and my worthy Friend, died in a good old Age, March 14. 

i6ff. gathered as a Shock of Corn in his SeaCon. He was 

born in Wrenbury Parilh in Che/hire, fupported at the Uni- 

rcrfity by Mr. Cotton of Cntnbermere^ NdUttkthad the Repo- 

uuion o/a mod Scholar \Yvt> w*& Ym^^\tt3v?aa^^'w&k. 

• . fen 
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die Ways of Religion by means of Mr. Buckjly his Uncle, * 
ftriA Puritan. He was firft Chaplain to Sir Henry Delves, af- 
terwards Re&or of Baddely, and Chaplain to Sir Tbmas Man* 
waring. After the Wars he was removed to Maluu, whence 
he was eje&ed upon the King's coining in. His Converts* 
tion was exemplary, efpecially for Pkkmefs and Integrity j 
he was eminent for expounding Scripture. While he was ac 
Malpas, he conftantly gave all the Milk which his Dairy 
yielded on the Lord's Day to the Poor. 

Mr. John Adams of Nortbwood, was buried at Elltfmere* 
Afrii 4. 1670. he was a faithful Minifter of the Gofoel. 

Mr. %ecbarUb Thomas, my worthy Friend, died or a Con* 
fomption at Nantwicb, November 14. 1670. in the Forty firft 
Year of his Age. He was bred up tor a Tradefman in Suffolk 
bat always addided to his Book, and was ordained a Minifter 
after the King came in, and entertained Curate at Til/tocl^ 
Under Dr. Bernard, bnt by Reafon of his Nonconformity could 
not continue there long. On the Monday before he died, he 
firid to thofe about him, that towards XVednefday he fhould 
take his Leave of them, and did fo. He was buried exA&on, 
Mr. Kjrbs, Vicar of Afton preached, and gave him a worthy 
Cbara&er (and fuch as he deferved) for Uprightnefi, Humi- 
lity, Moderation, Prayer, Faithfulnefs in Reproving, Pa- 
tience under AfHi&ion 5 and in laying he was an Ifraelite in- 
deed without Guile, he faid all. The Lord make me a Fol- 
lower of him, and of all the reft, who through Faith and Pa- 
tience inherit the Promifes. 

Mr: Jofbuab l^cbardfon, my truly worthy Friend and Bro^ 
ther, died at Alkintm in Whitchurch Partfh, September i. 1671. 
Blefled be God for his holy Life and happy Death. He was 
feveral Years Minifter of Middle in Sbropfbire, and was turned 
out thence for Nonconformity. He was a holy , loving, fe« 
rious Man. Dr. Fowler preached his Funeral Sermon at fVhit- 
cburcb on Dan. 1 2. 3. highly praifing htm (as he deferv'd) for 
Wifdom, Piety and Peaceablenefs. 

Mr. Samuel Hilderfham died near Bromicbam in Afrii 1674. 
the only Son of Mr. Arthur Hilderfham of Ajhby ( whofe 
Works praife him in the Gates,) Fellow of Emanuel Colledge . 
in Cambridge, Batchelor of Divinity 1613. fettled Re&or of 
TVcft-Felten in Sbropfhire in the Yeac i6?&» *x& ^\&ks»& 

tfgge till dlenccd by the A& oC \Mtotux&v N >&& w^x^g^ 
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the AflemUy of Divines; a Father ja tjbe Sons of the : 
Prophets in and about Sbreffbire. He waslepfned, lovingaod 
charitable, an excellent Preacher, an eminent Expositor, ^4 
very much a Gentleman; he was about Fourfcore Years of 
Age when he died. He ordered by his Will this Infcripaon 
Upon his Grave-ftone : Samuel Hilder/ham, & D. lifter $f 
tWeft-Fekon, in the County ef Salop 34 %ears 9 HU Auguft 14. 
1661. 

Mr. Hjchard Sadler, my worthy Friend and Fellow-La- 
bourer, died at Wixal in Frees Parifh, AfU—i&ti. tk was 
born in Worcester ; went when young, with his Father into 
Hew-Bngland ; after the Wars he returned jtato England 5 wis 
ordained at Wind-Chaffe^ May 16. 1648. and was removed 
thence to Ludlow. Being turned out there upon the King'* 
coming in, Ik (pent the reft of his Days in Privacy at Wind : 
A Man of great Piety and Moderation. 

Mr. Rowland Nevet died at his Houfe neat Ofwejby, Dtcem- 
bar 8. 1675. *»d was buried at JVfor/m-ChappeL I preached 
bis Funeral Sermon at Swiuny on a Pet. 1. 14. Knowing thatl 
pmflfioertlyfut off this my Tabernacle : Thence (hewing that the 
tdinjflen ofChrift muji certainly andfbortly die. He Was bom in 
Bednet Parilh,y*«*. Z)«wi.i6o9.trought up at S^w/iwr; School, 
*as afterwards of Edmurtd-Hsdl in Oxford, commenced Ma- 
fter of Arts, in the Year 1 624. he was Epifcopally ordain'df 
mod Anno 1635* he was prelented to the Vicaridge of Stantm 
in Shropshire, where be continued many Years, with great 
Succefs in his Miniftry. While he was tingle, he kept Houie, 
lodging that more for the furtherance of his Work among his 
People than to Table. After the War he removed to Ofwcjtry ¥ 
where he lahured abundantly in the Work of the Lord ; and 
even after he was filenced for Nonconformity, he continued 
among his People there to his dying Day* doing whathe could 
when be might not do what he would. He would lay, he 
thought moft of bis converting Work was done at Qfweftry, 
the firft Seven Years of his being there. He loved to preach, 
and to hear others preach concerning the great Things of Re- 
ligion, Redemption, Reconciliation, Regeneration, &c. ft* 
tbefe ((aid he) are the main Matter. When the Plague was 
at Qfweftry, he continued with his People, and preached IP 

ffcm, Mad it was an Opjwm^ 
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His Converfation from his Youth was hot only blamelefs, 
but holy and pious, he was Exemplary for Family Religion, 
and gteat Care and Induftry in the Education of his Children. 
He was looked upon as Congregational in Judgment and Pra- 
ctice, and was not fatisfied to join in the Common Prayer ; 
but he was free to communicate with thofe that did. It was 
bis Judgment, that Minifters fhould be ordained by Mirii- 
fters ; and that a Minifter is not only a Minifter of the parti- 
cular Congregation in which he labours. He greatly be- 
wailed the Divifions of the Church, and the intemperate 
Heats of fome of all Perfwafions. He was exceeding kind 
and loving to his Friends, very frequent in pious Ejaculations 
to God. Being ofcen diftemper'd in Body, he would fay, he 
was never tetter than in the Pulpit, and that it was the befi 
Place he could wifh to die in. He often blefled God for a fit 
of Sicknefs which he had, which he faid he would not have 
been without for a World, the Foundation of his Comfort, 
and Hope of Heaven being laid then. When be was fome- 
rimes much fpent with his Labours, he would appeal to Gpd» 
that though he might he wearied in hit Service, he would never be 
weary of it. His dying Prayer for his Children ( after manjf 
fweet Exhortations) was, That the Mediator s BleJJing might be 
the Portion of every one of them : adding, I charge you all, fee to 
it 9 that you meet me on the right Hand of Cbrift at the Gteat Day '♦' 
A little before he died he had this Expreflion, Go forth ( my 
Soul ) go forth to meet thy God ; adding by and by, tt is now 
done; Come, LordJeJus 9 come quickly. One prefent faying to) 
him, that he was now going to receive his Reward, he replied, 
It is free Grace. £Mr. Henry was much importun d to print 
his Sermon at Mr. Nevet's Funeral, with fome Account of his 
Life and Death, which he was fomewhat indin'd to do, buC 
was difcouraged by the Difficulties of the Times, and it was 
never done. But fome Materials he had for it, out of which 
we have colleded thefe Hints.] 

Mr. Robert Fogg, my old dear Friend, was buried at AHon 
near Nantwicb^Afril 21.1 6y6.Hedied in a good old Age, about 
Eighty. He was Minifter of Bangor in Flintfhire till after the 
King came in, and thence forward to his Death was a poor 
filent Nonponformift, but of a bold and zealous Spirit \ 

giving good GowiteltQ thole about hVs\^Vvv^\^s^^N^^&\ 
•. . , _ " O "" " " 
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he had this weighty Saying among others, Affnreyeur fidves the 
Spirit of God will b$ Vndtrling to no Sin. 

[ Mr. Andrew Parfins, fometime Minifter of Wem* dyed at 
London, OBoher i. 1684. He was born in Devorghhre, and 
was Minifter there fome Years before the War ; being drive* 
thence to London, be became well known to Mr. Ppn, ^bo 
fefct him down to Worn, when that Town was Gafrifon'd ft* 
the Parliament : there he continued in the Bxercife of his hfr 
niftry, till the Year 1 660. He was an a&ive, friendly, gene- 
rous Man, and a moving, affe&ing Preacher. Mr. Baxter, id 
his Life, Part 2 Pago 94. commends him for a moderate Man» 
and fpeaks of his being in trouble, for feditions Words fworrt 
againft him, which were thefe : Preaching from % Tim. 3. 15* 
he (aid, The Devil was like a King, that courted the Soul, mi 
s fpoke fair till he was gotten into the Throne ^and then Piay*d Praflfc 
The witnefles depofed contrary to the Coherence of his Dif- 
coarfe, that he (aid the King was like the Devil He Wti 
tryed at Shrewsbury before my Lord Newport, Mr. Serjeant 
Turner and others, May 28. 1 66 x. 1 It was alfocharged uponhia 
that he bad faid, There was more Sin committed now in England 
in a Month, than was heretofore in /even Tears : And that there 
had been more and better Preaching in England for theory Tears 
paFt 9 than was everfince the Apoftles Days. He had Council 
afligned him, who pleaded that the time limited by the Statute 
in which he was Indified, was expired : The Court yield- 
ed it was fo, allowing Twenty eight Days to a Month ; bbt 
they would underftand it of Thirty Days to a Month j fo 
he was found Guilty, and fined Two Hundred Pound; asd 
ordered to be imprUbned till it fliould be paid. 

Mr. Hugh Hovers a worthy faithful Minifter of Jefna Chrift, 
turn d out for Nonconformity, from Newt cw n in Montgomery 
(hire, was buried at fPcffhpool, March 17. i6£$*he was look- 
ed upon as Congregational ; but his declared Judgment wit, 
* That Minifters ought to be ordained by Minifter*, and to 
' give themfelves wholly to that Work ; and that none bat 
€ Minifters have Authority to Preach and Govern in a conffr 
€ tuced Church ; and that Chrift's Minifters are his Minifters 
4 in all places ; and that where the Wordof Chrift is Preached, 
€ and his Sacraments adminiftred, there is a true Church. 
He was a Man of Excellent Cotwetfe, uui "v&tfc ^ecufisr 
Felicity lay in pleafent and tfi^ai^MwwS^ 
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jfutyii and*d f 1680. thcfe Two Days brought Tidings 
tf the Death of Mr. Hfiiifj, fometime Minifter of fVem in 
Shop/hire* and fince at New-Cbappcl in WcsJminfter ; and of 
Mr. Richard Edwards Minifter at Ofiteftry f both worthy Con- 
formifts, pious, peaceable and good Men, whom I hope, 
through Grace, to meet ftiortly in Heaven. The Lord raife u p 
Others in their Room to be and do better. 

Mr. Upbert Bofier, my dear Friend and Kinfman, having] oft 
oompleated the Twenty third Year of his Age, dyed of a 
Fever, September 1 3. 1680. at Mr. Doelittles Houfe in Iflington, 
Whither he was gone but a few Weeks before for Improve- 
ment in Learning • being formerly a Commoner of Edmund* 
Bat in Oxford ; and fince having fpent fome Years in my 
family, and defigned himfelf for the Service of Chrift, in 
the Work of the Miniftry. He was a young Man of Pregnant 
Parts, great Induftry, and exemplary Serioufhefi and Piety, 
and likely to be an eminent Inftrument of Good in his Day. 
Bis Friends and Relations had promifed themfelves much 
Comfort in hu&, but we know who performeth the thing that is 
appointed for us, and givetb not account 4ff any of his Matters. 

Mr. John Mddcn f my dear and worthy Friend, turned out 
from Newport in Sbrop/bire, for Nonconformity, dyed at 
Alkjngton near PPbitcburcL May 23. 1681. a Man of great 
Learning, an excellent Hebrician, and of exemplary Piety, 
tad a folid Preacher; as he lived 10 he died, very low in his 
Own Eyes; efteeming himfelf good for nothing, though really 
good for every thing, which was manifeflly a Prejudice, both 
to his Comfort and to his iJfefulncfs. He laid, he was fat 
60m repenting his being a Sufferer againft Conformity. The 
Relicks of fo much Learning, Piety, and Humility, t have not 
feen this great while laid in a Grave : But bleffed be God we 
had fuch a one fo long, 

Dr. Jofhua Maddocks, a ' beloved Phyfician, our very dear 
Friend and Kinftnan 9 dyed of aFever ztiVaitchurch,\n themidft 
of his Days, July 27 th, 1682. a very pious Man, and efpeci- 
aDy eminent for Meeknefs 5 an excellent Scholar, and parti- 
cularly learned in the Mathematicks : He lived much defired, 
and died much lamented. 

Mr. Thomas Bridge, who had been Re&or of the h\^*x. 
Re&ory of Mdpas about Fifty foca^e^,^^*^^ 8 ***** 
Eighty Two Years, was buried ax MAtyasOSUto v x ^\ x 
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In bis laft Sicknefs which was long, he had appoii 
Mr. Green, one of tl\e Curates there, to Preach his Fur 
Sermon on i Tim. 1.16. Howbeit, for this Caufe I obta 
mercy , that in me firft, Jefus Chriji might fhevo forth all i 
Suffering : And to lay nothing in his Commendation, bui 
give a large Account of his Repentance upon his Death- 
(3c. He was a taking popular Preacher, preaching often 
almoft to the laft. When old, he could read the fmalkft 1 
without Spectacles. 

Mr. William Cool( 9 an aged, painful, faithful Minifte 
Jefus Chrift in Chcfter, fini&ed his Courfe with Joy, J\ 
1 684. in the midft of. the cloudy and dark Day. | 
Mr. Baxter's Character of him in his Life, Part 3. pag. 
And an honourable Account given of him by Mr. Samuel 
of Steeple in Dorfet/hire, in a large Preface to his Boc 
Man: great Duty."] £ He was eminent for great Induftry, 
in publickand private Work ; great Self-denial, Mortifi 
on, and Contempt of the World, and a ftridfc Adherer 
his Principles in all the Turns of the Times. ] He was 
Minifter at Wroxal in fVarmckJhire ; there he publifhed 
Treatifes againft the Anabaptifts. From thence he was b 
Advice .of the London Minifter?, removed to Afhby in Leic 
fhir*, whence he was turn'd out for refuting the Engage] 
and afterward fettled in Chcjier, where he was Minifi 
Michael's Church, till he wasouted by theAdk of Unifor 
He Was an Adfciye Man for Sir George Booth, when he 1 
that .Attempt to' bring in the King, in 1659. for whic 
wjs brought up a Prifoner to London, and continued long 1 
Cpnfine'irienc in Lambetb-boufe j and had not the times ti 
had beefi fried for his LifcDuring the Ufurpation, his free 
Prayerwas, ThttGodmuld full down at ufurped Power 9 and r 
the Baw'/hed to their ftfght. After he was Silenced by 
Burthvlomcw A&, he continued to his Death in a Pai 
Relation to a Society 6f many worthy eminent Chriftiai 
CheSttri though (Juririg the Heat of the Five-mile A6 
was forced to withdraw to Puddington in Wirral^ when 
in Chcfter, till King Cbarle's Indulgence) he conftantly a 
dod^n the publick Miniftry ; and he himfelf Preached ii 
Inerais. He would (ay foretimes to his Friends, win 
itrp$ in rhat Retirement, ihax-ta ttau%)tt. *6*e little Peaa 

Quieinejs there was in tbi*FPbrU,Go£ * ?e«f\e erqqt&U m 

•'-' c 
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Corkers] Soon after he was filenced, he was committed to 
the common Goal of Cbefterfot Preaching in his own Houfe, 
by the Mayor, at the indication of the then Bifhop Hall. He 
was very indefatigable in his Minifterial labours, in which 
he never fought the Affiftance of any other Minifter ; though 
while he had Liberty he conftantly kept a publick Faft in 
his Congregation every Month, as he did alfo a private Faft 
in his own Clofet and Family every Week. He ufually 
fet apart one Afternoon every Week, to vific the Families 
of his Congregation, and to catechife their Children and Ser- 
vants, and dilcourfe with them perfonally about their Souls * 
hisvifits were fliort and edifying ( and he managed them as 
one that was a great Husband of his Time ) and he fcldom or 
never parted without Prayer. He was not free to join in the 
Gunmen-Prayer, and bore his Teftimony againft Prelacy and the 
Ceremonies with fomething of Zeal ; but his great Piety, inte- 
r$ty f Mortification, and Charity, recommended him to the 
tefpe&s even of many that differed from him. If any ask'd 
his- Advice to any thing which might draw Suffering upon 
them, he would be very tender, and defire them not to depend 
Qpon his Judgment $ but fince it was a matter of Suffering , to 
Jbe fully per/waded in their own Minds, He was a great Scholar, 
and a hard Student to the laft, and was far from entangling 
himfelf in the Affairs of this Life, not knowing ought he bad, 
lave the Bread that he did eat.In Worldly Matters he was noc 
very convertible, but in Dilcourfe of the things of God none 
more free and affable, or more ready to do Good. He lived 
and died a great Example of ftrift and clofe walking with God, 
and a Heavenly Converfation; and his Memory is very preci- 
ous with many. . He died in the Seventy third Year of his 
Age. When he lay on his Death- Bed, an aged Friend of his 
asking him if be kid noc Comfort in Reflection upon his 
Labours iri the Work of God, he prefently replied, I have 
nothing to Boaft of. He was buried in Michael's Church in 
Chester ; and though for fome time before he died, fuch was 
the Heat of the Perfecution, that he durft not (hew his Face 
in the City, yet many confiderablePerfons were very forward 
to do him Honour at his Death. ] 
. Mr: Jonathan Roberts of Llvair in Denbighfloirc^vcP] dear and 

Secious Friend, and a Faithful MAiv&fct & Qw\^ Sx^ **- 
r, Titus Thomas* Houfe in Ff^-EtUw* «& ^» ^1£» 

Q 5 
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there Sept. 16. 1684. A true Nttbanael, an Ifpntiit indeed, 
for PJainnefe and Integrity ; a filent Suflfcrer for hisNoncoa* 
formity, for which he quitted a good Livbg in Denbtyh/khe. 
He was a learned Man, a Mafter of An* of Oxford? he died 
with Comfort in his Nonconformity, and with Confidence* 
a return of Mercy in God's due time. The Summer beta* 
be died he had been at Oxford, Cambridge and lf°*dm> 
where he heard and faw that which m«ch confirm* d him In his 
Piflcnt. 

Mr. Zecbariab Cawdrey, Minifter of Bartemley in Cbe/Un, 
a learned and godly Divine, was buried December 24. 1684* 
a Conformift, and formerly a great Sufferer for the King, bis 
in his latter times much maligned and reproached by fome Peo- 
ple for his Moderation towards DifTeoter* for his Book of 
Preparation for Martyrdom, and for his Zeal in keeping ap 
the Monthly Lc&ures at Nantwicb, and Tanmn. But k 
is gone to the World of Peace and Love, tod everltfug 
Praifes. - ; 

m Mr. Titus Thomas. Minifter of the Independent Congreg- 
toon in Salop, was buried at frlton, Deoem. 1©. 1686. He 
was a worthy good Man, and notfo ftrait laced as fome others f 
we were Six Nonconformift Miniflers tbere at the Funeral, 
and the Seventh dead in the midft of as, feying co v*» There- 
fore be ye alfi ready. 

Mr. John Cartwrigfo, my worthy Friend and Brother; a 
faithful Minifter of Jefus Chrift, was buried at AmUem in 
Cbejhire, Feb. 17. i6$J. formeriy Minifter of W#*JC«fe 
in Wrra/, afterwgtds Chaplain to the Pious Lady Wstbrabem 
at Woodbey. 

Mr. Edward Gregg of Chefter, a worthy Gentleman, aqd 
ray dear Friend, died July 9. 1*89. of a Fever, in die mitt 
of his Days. He was one that feared God above many, of 
a meek and quipt Spirit, and eminently aflive and ufefid in 
his Generation. The Lord is pulling oar Earthen Props from 
under us, that we might lean upon, and trrittnhimf&t alone, 
and might learn to ceafe from Man. 

Mr. Daniel Benyon of *fb, my de*r Friend and Kinfman, 

died June 25. 1690. a very..Jfcrions pious Gentleman, and as 

Vraelite indeed, a true \&&* and ready Benefa&or to all good 

wn, eipecially good Wtttftets. VUuMi. t^*V«fel*fiM* he 

*<tf, God had made xxit of mt Itanti*. wkiowfi^\* 
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to bfimment of bis Coqverfion ; for which I bids his Holy 
. Name. He had a long and lingering Sickncfc, which he bore 
with great Patience. 

Mrs. Crap of Vtkjntm io Che/hire, an aged Servant of tht 
lord, was buried July 8. 1 690. She kept her Integrity, and 
abounded in Works of Piety and Charity to the laft, and fi« 
niihed well ; to God be Praife. ' 

Mrs. Hunt of Shrewsbury, the ReKft of Colonel Hunt, 
another rare Pattern of zealous Piety, abounding Charity, 
and emioent Ufefulnefc in her Place, finiflipd her Courfe, 
OSober 23. 1690. after two Days Sicknefi. 

The Reverend, and Learned, and Holy Mr. Hiehsrd Baxter, 
dxedtit London, December %. 1691. aged Seventy fix, and One 
Month ; as much vilified by fome, and magnified by others, 
asjnoft Men that ever were 5 but it is a (mall thing to be 
judged of Man's Day. He was buried at Cbrift-Cburcb % Lon- 
don, with great Honour. 

Mr. %obn Wood, my good Friend, died September 19. 1 692," 
at Mitton in Sbrof/bire 9 aged about Seventy ; he was fome- 
time Fellow of Magddlen-Co]lcdge in Cambridge^ where he 
was owed for Nonconformity ; a learned Man, but wanted 
the Faculty of Communicating ; one that feared God, and 
pralked in his Integrity to the laft 5 had no certain Dwelling- 
place on Earth) but I truft bath one in Heaven. Hie tm> 
dem requiefcit. 

Mr, HicbnrdSteel, my old and dear Friend, and Compa* 
nion in Tribulation, and in the Kingdom and Patience of 
Jefus Chrift, died at London, November 16. 1 692. in the Sixty 
Fourth Year of his Age. A Man that had been greatly ufeful 
in his Generation, both in the Country and at London. 

Mr. Thomas Gilbert died at Oxford, July 15. 1694. for* 
tnerly Minifter of Edgmond in Sbrop/hire, aged Eighty three, 
a learned good Man. 

Lukfi Lloyd, Efq; of the Bryn in Hanmer Parifti, my aged wor- 
thy Friend, finifhed his Courfe with ]oy, Mtrch 31.1695. being 
Lord's Day. He was in the Eighty feventh Year of his Age, 
and had been married almoft Sixty nine Years to his pious 
Wife ( of the fame Age ) who ftill furvives him. He was the 
Glory of our little Congregation, the Top Branch in all ref- 
pefts of our fmall Vine, and tn^ ¥Ar»Sl VcA»V 

CWte* temadchis Witt,*iA«t ite ■«*&««» ^^ 
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Name he .wrote, Jot 19. 25,16, 27. On which Text of 
Otfjpture ( I kfiow thai. my Redeemer livetb, Sec. ) Mr. Henry y t%^ 
the Requeft ot fome of his Relations, Preached a Sermon at 
the Licenfed Houfe.-near Hanmer, fometime after his Funeral ; 
in wfrch Sermon,, he bore a very honourable Teftimony to 
tjrat.worchy Gentleman, who ( as he Faith ) went to Heaven 
without a Blot, held fall his Integrity, and was lively and 
jealous in the Chriflaah Profeffion to the end of his Days. He 
;wra2 very exemplary for his Love to the Ordinances or God, 
£fcd his Delight in attending on them, his living upon Chrift 
for Strength and Righteoufnefs, his great Humility and con- 
defending obliging Carriage in all bis Converfe. He wasa 
Man of great Courage and Refoiution ; and yet in Prayer, 
Tender and Self-abating, to admiration, often melting into 
Tears, in the Confefiion of Sin ; and his Charity and Mode- 
ration were known unto all Men. i 

He lived and died a Pattern of Piety, and;Primitive ChrifH. 
fcnity, and ftill brought forth Fruit in Old Age; his Vigour, 
both of Body and. Mind, being wonderfully preferv'd to the 
U& ; and by the Grace of God he finifhed well, and hia Sun 
fet under no Cloud. Such good Men are intended to be to 
us, as the Star that led the wife men to Chrift ; and as far as 
they do fo, we are to follow them. Mark, the perfect Afm, 
and behold the upright, for the end of that Man is Peace. 

Mr. Samuel T«y lor, an aged Minifter of Jefus Chrift, and my 
true Friend and Fellow Labourer, died at Wetn, June 26. 
1695. be was turned out from £4/?'./?*"-Chappel near Wem, 
by the A& of Uniformity; chufing rather to beg his Bread 
than to wrong his Confidence. He continued in Went ever 
fince, and Preached there as his Strength and Liberty would 
permit. He bad his Houfe burnt in the dreadful Fire that was 
there in 1 676. and had a child born that very Night. He was 
a- Man of a very tender Spirit, humble and low in his own 
Eyes, of approved Integrity, and finiflied well. [ Mr. Henry 
Preached his Funeral Sermon at Went, on % Cor. 4. 7, We 
have this Treafure In Earthen Vejfels. ] 

September n. 1695. I heard of the Death of two holy and 
aged Bartholcmew-Wtnjfes, Mr. Richard Mayo of London, and 
Mr. Henry Nexvcomc of Manchefter f Pfal. 12. 1. 
Mr. Edward Lawrence of London, to^ taut *w4 worthy 

friend, and a faithful Muutax »& ^Sxasfe <& ^ Vs«\ 



The LIFE of Mr. Philip Henry. 2 of 

Jefus, died November — 1695. about the Seventieth Year of 
.his Age ; born ac Mofion in ShropJhire 9 of Magdalen-CoUtdgd 
in Cambridge j turned out from Bafchurch in ShropJhire 9 by the 
Ad of Uniformity, in 1 66%. was driven from Whitchurch by 
the violent Perfecution of the Conventicle A&,in 1670. when 
he removed to London, and there fpent the reft of his Days. 

He had many Children, but great Affli&ion in fome of theno£ 
which gave Occafion to his Book entituled, Parents Groans over 
their melted Children. [ It is a Very high but juft Chara&er, 1 
which Mr. Vincent hath given of him in his Sermon at hi$ 
Funeral ; of which let me take leave to add fome few Inftao- 
ces .that occur to us, which may be inftru&ive, befides thole 
which we have already mentioned occafionally. At hisMeal^ 
he would often fpeak of ufing God's Creatures as his iVitneffei 
that he is good ; and we cannot conceive how much good our God 
doth every Moment. An Expreffionof his great regard to Juftice, 
was that common Caution he gave his Children, Tremble to 
borrow Two Pence ; and of his Meeknefs and Tendernefs this,' 
Mak? no Ma* an g r > nor fad. He often laid, J adore the Wifiom 
of God that bath not feen meet to tru/i me with Riches. When 
he faw little Children playing in the Streets, he would often 
lift up his Heart in an ejaculatory Prayer to God for them,' 
calling them the Seed of the next Generation. When his Friend 
chofe to ride the back way into Town, he pleafantly check'ct 
him, telling him, that his Heart hath been often refreflied, when 
he hath looked out at the Window and feen a good I Man go along 
the Streets. He us'd to fay, that Cromwell did more real Pre- 
judice to Religion by his Hypocrifie, than King Charles the 
Second did, that never pretended to it. As alfo, that be fea- 
red the Sins of the Land more than the French. 

A Friend of his in the Country writing to him not long 
before he died, defired his Thoughts concerning the Diffe- 
rences among the London Diflenters, to which he returned 
this Anfwer : I can fay little concerning our Divifions • which- 
when fome Mens Judgments and Tempers are heaPd, will be alfo 
healed. But, when will that be ? They that have moft Holinefs are 
moft Peaceable, and have moft Comfort. 
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FHEUPPUS HENRY^Broad-O^ComiutuFlint^J 
SiLcriMiaifterEvangelii; P*ftor olim Wordtenbttrienfis $ 
In AttliRcgia natnsptis & boneftis Parenribus ; 
|$*ol* WeiWnaftcrienfis, ind&qj Eiu ChriftiOwn. 

Alumnus Regius ; 
Vir prifca Pietaoe & vcrfe Chriftiartf, 

Judicio fubafto & tmato, 
MemoriS praftuci, raagno & feeenndo Ingenio, 
Ji«ditioacperpolka,fu3nmo AnimiCandore, MorumVenojti 
Inpritnia Spe&abilis, 8c in Exemplum natus : 
Cui Sacra femper fua fides aiiarntnque Fatna : 
Divini Nornims Cultor affidmis $ 
Divini Verbi Incerpres exquifitiflimus ; 
Aliorum Affe&us roovere non minds pollens, 
Qy&m fijis moderari : 
Coafcionando pariter ac Vivendo pal&m cxhibens 

Chrifti Legem & Exemplar Ghriftutn : 
Frudens peritufque rerum ; Lents, Pacificus, Hofr5kalis, 
AdPktaus omnia Charitatifque officii irftjue paratus j 

Suis Juctindus ; Omnibus Humanas ; 
Continue Evangelii Laboribus fuccambens Corpus, 

Nee tante jam par amplius Anim®, 
la Donmtorium hie jax&pofitum demiik, 
Jua. *4°. Anno Dom. M D C X C V 1, JEtatis LXV. 

Viro opt. multumque defideiato 
niocrens pofutt Geijer ejus J. T t M. 
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Prov. 31. 28, 

Her Children arife up and call her Bleffed 

HIS is Pare of the juft Debt owing to the Vir- 
tuous Woman, that anfwers the Charadters laid 
down in the foregoing Verfes ; and Fart of the 
Reward promised and fecur'd to her by trim, 
who in both Worlds is, and will be the I^warder 
of them that diligently fee\and firve him. 

It is enough indeed, enough to make them truly and etciv 
nally Happy; that virtuous People are bleffed of God ; that 
the Lord Jefus is raifed up in his Gofpel to blefs them, will 
arife up at the great Day to call them Bleffed, come ye Bleffed 
of my Father ; of him they are fure to be bleffed ; Be that 
fows J^ighteoufhefip has that fure Reward j and thofe whom he' 
bleffetb they are bleffed indeed ; his pronouncing them Happy 
makes them fo: This is enough to engage us all to, and en* 
courage us all in the Study and Practice of Virtue and Piety, 
that the Praife of it, whether it be of Men or no, is of God* 
If filen Ihould be unrighteous, yet God will not, to forget 
the Work, and Labour of Love ; though Men ftiould put Slights, 
God will put Honours upon thofe that fear his Name. 

Yet ( ex abundanti ) over and above, this is thrown in as 
the Reward of Virtue, chat among Men alfo ordinarily it 
hath its Praife; all that are wife and good, to be fure are 6f 
God's Mind, and will fay as he faith, and praife thofe whom 
he praifeth ; and even in the Conferences of others too, it is 
many Times powerfully made manifeft. If there 
be any Virtue (faith the Apoftle) if there be any Fhil. 4. 8.^ 
Praife, which intimates that Virtue is a Praife, not 
only Praife worthy and the real Praife of thofe who wear 
that Crown, but is attended with the Praifes of others, who 
praife it, and praife God for it. What U Hew**^ Vk&. "««&•* 
nafi. in Honour j Grace crowned w\V QA«i* ^Jmswev^** 
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fcerfeflfoh of Luftre to the blefled Inhabitants of the uppe? 
World f andfuch Praifeasa dark and weak Capacity is able 
to give in this diftant and imperfed State is made likewife t<J 
Attend Virtue, and is one of the ptefem Recompencesof Obe- 
dience in Obedience*, In peeping of them there is this great 
Upward. 

It follows heretf.30. AWomanthat feareth the Lord, fife fhail 
he frmfeii which is (1.) a Promife to thofe who are virtuosi 
that they fhall have not only the Comfort of it in their own 
Bofocss living and dying, but the Credit of it alfo among, 
their Relations, Friends and Neighbours, of whom they 
(hall be had in Honour, both prefent and abfebt. ( 2. ) Til 
a Precept to thofe that are about them, that they give diem 
the Pfaife of ir. That of Solomon the Jews read as z Pre- 
cept, Prov. 10. 7. Let the Memory of the Juft be hleffed ; and 
therefore when they make mention of any eminent Saint, 
they add, fit Mworia ejus benediQaAtt his Memory be ble(- 
led. We call the burying of our Dead Friends, the laft Of- 
fice of our Love to them, but it is not fo, there is a further 
Office of Love owing to them, a Debt to their Memories 
which we muft always be paying^ and muft not While we 
five think our felves difcharged from. 

Though we muft not make the Praife of Men our chief 
End ( far be it from us to do fo. ) If we feek Honour from 
Men, we implicitely flight that which comes from God, as 
tot {efficient to reward our Services, and ballance our Lofles $ 
yet in Order and Subordination to die Glory of God* wfe 

muft have an Eye to our Reputation with Men, 
Mtt. 5* X*. Let your Light fbjhine before Men in a good Conver* 

fation, which is both pleating and guiding as the 
Light, that they may not only hear your good Words, but fee 
your good fPbrks, andglorifie you Father which is in Heaven^ from 

whom proceeds every Gzzcc f znAeverygoodanJferfeS 
Jan. 1. 17; Gift, and who therefore is the Father if all thofe 

Lights. Not that they may fee your good Works 
and Glorify you, you muft expe<ft to be abafed add vilify d, 
and. not feek your own Glory, but fee your good Wor}p % and 
glorify your Father^ aud that from him all your Glory may refill 
Mod be receded. * J * 
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We are to value Thing* as they are rated in God's Book*; 
and there we art told that a good Name is bet- 
to 1 , not only than precious Ointment, bat than Scd * 7- u 
great Inches, not only than all the Pleafures bat ProT# „ : tf 
than all the Profits of this World. A good Name 
it a Name for good Things with God and good People ; and this 
is therefore to be valued, defired, and profiled, becanfe it 
is an Honour to Religion, gives Occafion for the Thanks- 
givings of many to God, 'tis an Advantage to ns in ferving 
God and our Generation ; and when we are gone will be aa 
Encouragment to thofe that Ihall come after us. to keep clofe 
to the Ways of God and Godlinefs. And therefore wbatfoever 
Things are boneft and lovely, amiable and of good Report, let US 
thinks of thofe Things and abound in them. 

ThePraife which particularly attends the virtuous Woman^ 
is here defcribed to come among others from her own Chil- 
dren, her Children /ball arife up and call her blejfed. This vir- 
tuous Woman then is not a Redufe, one fhut up and cut off 
from the Bufinefs of this Life, and the Affairs of a Family, 
nnder Pretence of Devotion, and Separation to God ; the 
Church of Home makes fuch only their Religious, as they call 
them, and celebrates their Sanctity who abandon the Rela- 
tions they have, and abjure thofe they might have, as if none 
but they enter d into Religion and profefexi it. But the Scrip- 
ture Canon gives other Meafures by which to judge of Reli- 
gion, and other Rules by which to fleer in it than their Car 
nons do; I will (faith the Apoftle) that they marry, 
bring up Children, guide the Hou/e, and give no i Tin*; 144 
Occafion to the Enemy tefpea\ reproachfully as they 
do who under Pretence of overcoming the World, over-run in 
And they that in thefe Things faithfully ferve God and their 
Generation, not only give no Occafion to the Enemy to 
fpeahjeprcacbfully of them, but give Occafion to all to fpeak 
honourably of them, and among the reft, their Children /haU 
rife up and call them blejfed. 

I. 'Tis here implied, that it is a great Comfort to thofe 
who are good themfelves, to fee their Children rifmg up, rifen 
up. Many good People are taken away and fee their Chil- 
dren but juft come .into the World, putting forth like Flowers* 
when they that fliould have nun d xhet&u^ ax* wgdwA^sw* 

them, Jeape thtm to the Cradle* otUvi* torn V*^***** 
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to the wide World; this occasions them forae (ad Thought! 
upon their Death-beds, and if other Difficulties be got over, 
yet this makes them loth to die ; but in that Cafe 'tis a Com- 
fort that the Fatherlefs, Mothdrlefs Children may be, mutt 
be left with one that will preferve them, and who has many 
a Time remarkably owried and bleffed the Orphans, ana 
proved himfelf the beft of Guardians; he is the 
g&L xo; 14; Heifer of the Fatherlefs that commit themfehes to 
him. 

But if God prolong the Days of his People in the Land Ik 
has given them, fo that they live to fee their Children grown 
up, and applying themfelves to the Service of God in their 
Generation, likely to honour God in their Day, as the Pa- 
rents did in theirs. Tis very comfortable, , and makes it ea- 
filer to them when they are call'd, to bid farewel to this 
World, and very comfortable to think that their Children 
will be praifing God on Earth, when they ate praifing him in 
Heaven. You that are Parents who fee your Children rifin 
tip, and bidding fair for UfefuJnefson, this Earth, and Happi- 
nefs in a better Place, blefs God for it ; look upon it as one of J 
the Comforts of the lengthning out of your Life, that as yon 
your felves through Grace grow riper for Heaven, fo you 
live to fee your Children by the Influence of the fame Grace 
fetting their Faces thitherward. This may encourage yott to 
lay, Now let thy Servant depart in Peace* 

When Godly Parents are removed by Death, and the Place 
they adorn d and fill'd up muft know them no more, 'tis a 
very happy Thing and bodes well to the Land, to the Age, 
to the next Age if their Children rife up in their Room, a 
Generation of humble holy ferious Chriftians, Followers of 
them who through Faith and Patience inherit the Promifes : 
It is very threatning, and an ill Omen to the Publick, when 
(as Mofes faith to the two Tribes and a half, Num. 32. 14J 
a Generation of fin fu I Mm ri/eth up in the Room of their finfbl 
Parents, to fill op the Meafure of their Iniquity, and augment 
yet the fierce Anger of the Lord : But on the contrary, it is com- 
fortable to thole who are concerned for the Honour of ChriA, 
and the Profperity of his Church, to fee a Generation of 
Godly People rifing up in the Room of their Godly Predecef- \ 
fors, to bear up the Namest Gat\& va hi& Truths, Ordi-. 
maces smd Laws, and to be tD\&tfcto>^n»> v^%^t£Ssu 



( ■ 



DEATHS Mrs. Katharine Heiirjr. 7 

knd a Glory, a Seed to ferve him, and the Interefts of hi* 
Kingdom among Men, which fhall be Accounted unto him for 
if 'Generation ; when ic may be (aid as it is of the Church, 
Hal. 45. 16. Infiead of the Fathers fhall be the Children. 
^Tis for the Honou* of God's Promifes concerning the Seed of 
the %J fright, and of his Covenant with them ; 'tis for the Cre- 
dit ot good Education, and an Anfwer to many Prayers, when 
the Children of Religious Families are Religious, when the En- 
tail is preferved, and Piety becomes an Heir-born to a Hmfe\ 
bat if it fliould be interrupted, or cut off in particular Fami- 
lies, we may with Comfort aflure ourfelves that tfce facred 
Line (hall be as long as the utmoft Line of Time ; Children - 
fhall rife up to blefs the Lord, if not our Children ; though 
there be a Degeneracy in fome Families, we hope there fhall 
be an Improvement in others to ballance it : So that in every 
Age the Son of David (hall not want thofe that will be his 
Witnefles, though not always alike numerous, or alike confpi- 
tfious, yet one Generation fhaU certainly praife Bis fVorly to ano~ 
tker 9 Children (hall be created ( rather than fail ) to praife the 
Lord, Children raifed up out of Stones to Abraham, even out 
of the Stones of Jerufalem to cry Hofanna : The Promife is 
fure, 'tis inviolable, 'tis what we may depend upon, that the 
Name of Chrift fliallendure for ever (whether in our Fami- 
lies or no we cannot tell, but fome where it (hall ) and his 
^hrone as the Days of Heaven ; fo that as long as the World 
(lands, there (hall be a People in it in one Place or other that 
fhall fear God, and work Righteoufnefs and be accepted of 
him. Let God alone to fecure his own Intereft, do his own 
Work, and fulfil his own Counfels ; when the myftical Body 
is cotppleated then cometh the End. 

Her Children fhall rife UP. We will fuppofe the virtuous 
Woman defcribed here to have finiflied her Courfe, and then 
her Children rife up, i. e. fiir up themf elves with fo much the 
more Vigour and Zeal to purfue the fame Courfe, and do fo 
much the more and better Service to God and their Genera- 
tion. Not e , The dying of old Chriftiaps fliould be the quick? 
ning of young ones. When our Godly Parents are removed, 
and an End put to their Ufefulnefs, 'tis Time for us to rife up* 
to put forth ourfelves with fo much the more Livelinefs and 
Refolurion in ferving Chrift and &m\n% agptafc^Ast* ^v^a* 

*.* *»«** *•** ***** „*»>-* -.jf 
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pairing the Loft, When good People are removed, it's Time 
for thofe that are left behind to fiir up them/ehes, and con- 
trive what they Hull do more for God, that thole that are 
gone may be the lefs mijsd ; to apply themfelves with a don* 
ble Diligence to all the Services of Religion, that though 

t r there be fewer Hands, there may not be left 

Jor i. 2. Work done> Mo j is my Servant is j ea 4 (f a ^h God) 

New therefore Jofhua arife; fuch and fuch good Cbriftians are 
dead that prayed much, and did much good, now therefore let 
pt arife that are left behind, and take fo much the more 
Care and Pains in Religion,that though there be fewer praying, 
teaching, giving People, yet there may be no lefs praying, no 
Jefs teaching and exhorting one another^and no lefs Good done. 
Holy Job (peaking of his own Affli&ions, and ap- 
Jpb 17. 8. proachingDeath with, utright MenfhaUbe ajloniei 
at this^ aftonied to fee fuch a ufeful Man as JoJ 
femov'd in the midft of his Ufefulnefs, and many fuch aft* 
nifking Breaches have been made upon us; aftonied to fee. thek 
foon remov'd, that could be ill fpared 5 fometimes the Sun 
goes down at Noon, and no marvel If at that we ftand eft* 
nicJ, and know not what to make of fuch Difpenfarions ; the 
Flowers are plucked up, while the Weeds are left to grow : 
But (hall we then fuccumb and fit ftill in the Aftoni(hment,fliall 
we lie down and defpair of keeping up the Work of God? 
By no Means, The Innocent /hail fiir up himfelf againft tbt 
Hypocrite, and refolve to make his Part good with him ; (hall 
neither defert the Caufe, nor defpair of Succefs, but exert 
himfelf fo much the more for the Glory of God, that Religions 
righteous Caufe may not (ink for want of Hands to bear it up. 
2. The Children of the virtuous Woman that rife up fmO 
call her Blejfed. It is her Honour that fhe (hall be frstfid by 
them, by them that were beft acquainted with her, and moft 
indebted to her ; it is their Duty to praife her in Return of 
all the Care fhe has taken of them, the Pains (he has taken 
with them, and the Pleafure Ihe has taken in them, give her 
of the Fruit of her Hands, fo the Honours paid her by her 
Children are, and lee her own Warty, thofe (he bore, thofe (he 
nurfed, thofe (he taught, praife her in the Gates. 

That this Place has lately parted with a virtuous Woman, 

J believe you will all own ; one J that was here a pious, 

prudent, generous, chanuYA* ^\xfc-\j»^^ ^^nix "fe^ 
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fcore Years; born hcte, and that here fpent almbft all her 
bays, and here ended them in a good old Age, with a great 
deal of Holy Security and Serenity of Mmd : One of 
whom, it might be laid as it Was of ^tith^ ill the 
Children of my People do k no ™ that (he wai a viV- femh ^ u ; 
tuous Woman. You have been told it from this 
Place already, and have been itirr'd up (God grant the Ex- 
citement may not be in vain) to follow her and others, who 
are gone before us to the better Country, Heb. 6. n. ; 

Bdt *e alfo niufi bear Record, And we may do . 
it with the more Affurance, bfccattfa you know * '*• ,1- 
flat our Refotd is true ; nor can we be fufpe&ed of Par- 
tiality herein, but might rather be charged with Injuftice aod 
Ingratitude (hould we negled to pay this Debt. You then, 
will witnefe for us in this Matter, that now the virtuous 
Woman is gone to .rtteive the Reward of her Virtue in a 
better State ; heir Children, thofe! of them that are left be- 
kind,' rife up add cat hir BLffed, While thofe of them that are 
gone before, are Sharers with her in her Blefledriefs. It is a 
Comfort to u$, and' we reckon it a great Thftance of the di- 
ftinguitfiing Mercy and Favour of our God, that we are the 
Children of thofe whom we have Reafon to call Biffed i 
.The greateft Honour that fothe Children can do to their Pa- 
rents is only like Shem and J'aphet to conceal their Shame, 
and caft a Mantle over theit Follies ; but bleffed be God we 
need not that. Nay, we may go further than the Daughters 
of Xflopbebad did in the Account they gave of tbeir Father^ 
of whom they could fay that he had not been any of the 
Plagues of his Generation, Num. 17. 3. we can fay more than 
that of our Parents, that they were not only Bleflings to 
their Family, but Bleflings to the Country, Bleflings to the 
Age in which they lived, and for this their Childteh (hall rife 
dp and call tbem Bleffed. 

* * 

DoB. That the Children of Virtuous and Godly Parent^ 
ought to rife up when they are goUe and call thent 
Bleffed, 

Hefe I (hall Endeavour to (hew, 
1. What is the Chaia&et of ta&ta&& \^^w&v<*& 
HpiTW is due fi^t^Q^retu v *^s 
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l. What is the Duty of the Children, (hat they may in a 
right Manner difcturge this Debt to the Memory of their 
good Parents. 

For the Firft, What muft the Parents be, that their Chil- 
dren when they are gone may call them Bleffed : If the Pa*, 
rents be Atheiftical and Profane, Drunkards and Unclean, 
Swearers and Sabbath -Breakers, and Scoffers at Religion, ox 
if they be meer Carnal "Worldlings, if Covetous and Conten- 
tious, Deceitful and Oppreflive, the Children have no Rea- 
fon to call them Bleffed ; If the Way of the Parents be their 
Folly, let not their Pofterity approve their Sayings, 
Pfri.49. is. 1 nor like a vain Conversation ever the better for in 
being received by Tradition from their Fathers : 
They who train up their Children in Ungodlinefs and Immo- 
rality, in Prejudices againft Religion, and Enmity to the Te- 
dious Profeflbrs of it, and fo help to ruin them, the Day may 
cotne when their Children will rife up in Judment againft 
them and call them Curfedz But fuch Black Inftances mate 
Ours fhine the brighter. 

' Her Children ! Whofe ? Why, the Children of the w- 
tuous Woman here defcribed ; her Husband he praifetb her- for 
his Heart fafely trufis in hcr> and that gives her no unaH 
Commendation, yet that is not all, he takes all Occafions to 
fpea'k well of her : The Children they do the feme, and both' 
concur in the Matter of the Praife. Now let us briefly en- 
quire after fome of the Chara&ers of thofe, whofe Children 
muft rife up and call them Bleffed j and ihis Enquiry, I intend 
not only for a juft Encomium of her that's gone, and indeed 
of both our Parents, but for Inftrudtion to my felf and others 
of you that are Parents. Let us learn ib to qualific our f elves 
by the Grace of God, and fo to carry our felves^ that pur 
Children may rife up and call us Bleffed; As Children fhould 
be afraid of loofing their Parents good Wifbes. fo Barents 
fhould be afraid of doing any Thing jafily to lole their CbU- 
drens good Word and good Will. 

Now for the drawing of the Cbara&er of thofe whofe 

Children (hall call them Bleffed, I (hall look but little further 

than the two Verfes before the Text, and the two Verfes after 

k ; and there we (hall find that fuch as are Wife and fuch as 

are- Xjnd, fuch as are Indajlrioiu ix& Sxufc^ <&& vt Qktri table, 

facli as are Virtuous and tuck at vx^ys^tvm ^^K^ 
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their Children Hull rife up and call them Bleffed ; iuch by the 
Grace of God our Parents were, may the fame Grace make 
us fuch. 

i. Thofe that are truly Wife deferve Praife: And this is 
Part of the Ghara&er of the virtuous Woman here, thai (he 
opens her Mouth with Wifdom, v. 26. fhe is not doom'd, nor 
hath fhe doom'd herfelf to perpetual Silence, but what (he 
doth fky, Wifdom has the dictating of it, and it turns to her 
Praife. Wifdom not only makes the Face to Jhine for the pre- 
lent, but leaves a good Report to fucceeding Generations, 
like the After-Beams of the Sun when he is let, furrounded 
with which he lies down in Honour. 

If we be wife, we (hall not only be wife for ourfclves, but 
wife alfo for our Children, and for their Good, efpe* 
cially if we open our Mouth with Wifdom, and fo inftil into 
their Minds what they will afterwards have ufe for ; if we 
know when to (peak; an4 what, and bow ; if we fpeak calm- 
ly and considerately * if our Heart Study to anfwer; if out 
Lips bring forth Wifdota out of a good Treafure of it if) 
the Heart ; if we put away all that foolilh Talking which 
corrupts good Manner*, and debaucheth the Minds, efpe*» 
cially of young People, and k$ep our Mouth as with a Bridle 2}i 
all Times, particularly when our Children are before us, theV 
will have Reafon to call us Bleffed for fetting them an Exarh- 
ple of the good Government of the Tongue. Child re^ 
learn to fpeak from their Parents and Nurfes, let them frofti 
us learn to fpeak well, and not to mix the Language of dfkdoi 
with the Jews Language. We have tne bending of the Biro" * 
when it is yet young and tender, let us be wife in managi 
it, that we may fer it right. We know, bow long a Wd*j 
from a Parent to a Child, that is juft coming to Years (if 
Underftanding will be remembered ; I know it by Experience* 
what the Veflel is then feafon'd with, it will retain the Savopt 
of $ let us then open our Mouths with Wifdom, that our Lips 
if they do not feed many, yet at leaft jnay feed our own Chifr 
dren with Wifdom and XJnderftanding. 

Some of you will fay, that you nave now loft (I am fati 
I have loft ) a very difcrfcet and prudent Cottnfellor, that nbt 
only order'd her own Affairs with Wifdom* but knew ■*t*&\ 
well how to zdvik others, ahdwaaxaaxq ^^Vsro^w^** 
M'*2f one tfiac was vtry well wrifc te ^Vaw^i \^^^ 
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and the Rules pf Wifdom which may be fetcb'd from thence 
£,r the Condu& of humane Life, and knew how to apply 
them, and to uj: Knowledge aright. Let as in like Manner 
ftork our felves with the Principles of Wifdogn, govern our 
(elves by the Rules of Wifdom* fubmitour felves to the 
J-a ws of Wifdom, and be ready on alilQccaGons to (peak per- 
tinently and to the Purpofe, that opening our Mouths wth 
fVlfdw, our Children may fuck it in when they arc young, 
and lh w it forth when they are old;, apdthen they will have 
Jleafon to rife up and caU us Blcjfed. \ 

2. Thofe that are truly kind deferve this Honour. t lay 
tmh k >:d t for many are very fond, as David of Adonijah, but 
^re therein really unkind ; thofe are truly kind that are wifefy 
fo, that are tender of their Childrens Comfort, but not in- 
dulgent of their Childrens Follies. That alfo is the Chara- 
cter of the virtuous Woman heje, that in her Tongue is the 
Law of Kjndnefsy not the Humour of Kindnefc, or the Pang 
pf it, but the Law of it, fuch Kindnefs as receives Law from 
Wifdom, and gives Law to the . whole Converfation. 
Thofe Parents that have this Law in their Tongues, in their 
Hearts, and ape always under the Commands and Regola- j 
jions of it. gain their Childrens Love, and are intit'Ied to I 
(beir good Word ; thofe Parents who make Confcience of 
f bat Command, which we have more than once among the 
laws of Chrift, Parents provoke not your Children to Wrath^ 
fey. Haughtinefs and Morofenels, and keeping them at an ua- 
(e^fonable Diftance, by conftant Chiding, and fevere Corre- 
ction frft they be difcourag'd : But who are gentle towards thm+ 
as becomes Parents towards thofe that are Parts of themfelves, 
jlfld that derive thfir Follies from thepi ; who reprove with 
the. Meeknefs of Wifdom, reftrain with Reafon and a due 
ftonGderation of all Circumftances, counfel and admonUb 
With Companion .^nd Affection, and rule with a fteddy gentle 
Hand, (licb Parentis as thefe the Children will rife op and 
IjUlBleffcd. , 

And for this, I am fure we have Reafon to call our Pa. 

gejpj BIffid t neyer ;i were any more linger the Government of 

jh^ Law of Kiqdnefs, Kindnefs particularly to their. Chil- 

pr.cp than they w^re. To be kindly affe&ioned is of good /(<r- 

f* , t with all Aitrr > Ve^mmetAs T^vg&tv ** ^toafc. ^Vvc£ Coftem 

Li..: ' " >^ 
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makes them the Joy of all the Societies, they are Mem-, 
bers "of, by this among other Things, they obtained a good 
HepoYt. 

would we then be called Bleffed, let us fludy the Art of 
obliging, and not only be pitiful, but be courteous ; pitiful to 
the Miserable, courteous to all ; let us be governed at all 
Times by that Wifdom from above, which is (/ 

gentle and eafie to be entreated, let our Paflions be jam. 3. 17: J 
always under the Check and Conduct of Religion 
and right Reafon; let all Bitterncfe, and Frowardnefs, and 
Peeviihnefs be put far away from us, and every Thing 1 
that's four and fupercilious ; let us not be like Nabal, whole 
Character it was, that he was/i/db a Son of Belial, that a Man 
could not ffeak. to him ; they that are fp, trouble their own 
Houfes : but let us fludy how to put a due Refpe& upon all, 
and particularly to convince our Children that we love them, 
and feek their Good 5 let the Law of Love rule in our Hearts, 
and the Law of Kindnefs in our Tongues, and let us ftudy 
to make our felves and all about us eafie, always eafie, be 
pleafing, be pleas'd, then fliall our Children rife up and call 
us Bleffed. 

3. Thofe that are Induftrious and Careful deferve this Ho- 
nour. This is the Ghara&er of the virtuous Woman here, 
v. %T. That fhe looketb well to the \Vays of her Houfhold, and 
moft of the Characters given of her in the Verfes before fall 
under this Head, where (he is commended for her Diligence 
and Confideration, in the Management of her Houfe and the 
Affairs of it, which is her particular Calling, and that ili 
which fhe is to abide with God. Tis not made her Praife 
that (he fpends her Time in Reading and Contemplation, no 
nor that (he fpends all her Time in Devotion neither, though 
fhe has her dated Times for that. But that fhe lockj wsll tc the 
Ways of her Houjhold, appointing them their Portion of Meat, 
and Work too in due Seafon, has her Eye ilpon all under her 
Charge, to fee that they both do and have what is fie. 'TV; 
required from Wives that they guide the Houfe, 
and they have need of Wifdom to do it welL 1 Tim $•*.* 
That's their Place, their. Poft, Man goes forth to 
bis Work and to his Labour , but the Woman flays at Hc-rr.c to 
hers : Where is Sarah thy Wife * Bcnold vn \\* *V™ > t^"'^ 

fhould fhe be elfe ? The vutuows ^ o^oxw ^ ^^^^!^: 
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keeper ; one that in managing the Affairs of the Houfe, pru- 
dently avoids both the Extreams of undue Sp airing, and urf- 
due Spending ; that doth not on one Hand over-work her 
Houfhold, and yet on the other Hand, fuffersthem not tomif- 
fpend their Time and negledfc their Bufinefs ; that orders every 
Thing to irs proper Time and Place, and yet is nor over nictf 
br troublefomly Curious; That is neither anxioufly careful 
with that Fear which has Torment and Amazement, nor yet 
carelefs and thoughtlefs of the Morrow. This is the wife 
Woman that buildeth her Houfe* while the Foolith 
trov. 14. x; by neglecting it, doth in Effed pull it down with 
her Hands, and let it go to Wreck and. Rain. 
This is (he that knows and obferves a due Proportion be* 
tween laying up for her Children, and laying out upon them, 
fo as that neither unduly exclude or intrench upon the other, 
but both according to their Place. Such a Mother in Ifrael 
harh this Place now loft, that provided well for her Houfhold 
with a great deal of Eafe and Order, and looked well to all 
the Ways of it, and anfwered all the Characters of the vir- 
tuous Woman here defcribed ; and if her Children that reap 
fo much Benefit by her good Example, and the good Educa- 
tion (he gave them do not call her Bleffed, let every Body 
call them ungrateful, and you can call them no worfe. 

And let all Parents thus merit their Childrem Refpe&s, by 
confulting the Profperity of their Family, and providing for 
them Food convenient, both for the prefent and for hereafter, 
fo as that there may he an Equality as far as humane Prudence 
in Dependance upon God's Providence can order : If all be 
laid out and none lai&\ by, they muft afterwards come down, and 
that will be a Tepnptaftion one Way ; if all be laid by and 
none be laid out, they will after wards rife, and that will lie 
a Temptation another Way* It is neither the Wifdom nor 
the Kindnefs of Parents to their Children, to make it all their 
Gare and Bufinels either to hoard for them, we have feen 
Riches kept for the Owners thereof Jto there Hurt, or on the other 
Hand, to fet them off with Advantage to the World, by 
their making a Shew, that likewife has been of fatal Confe- 
qoence to many, but to give them an Education according 
to their Rank, to do all they caij to fit them for Bufinels, for 
thr Service of God , and t\ve\t G*t&ta»a& *£*&&&»% to the 
Will of God, to give tbem gpo& \t&t>oS&8w* -mA. ^k^^ss* 

V 
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amples of Humility, Jnduftry, Benificence, and Honefly, 
to put up good Prayers for them, and with them ; And tint 
is that Care of Children for which we rauft rife up and call 
our Parents Blejfcd. 

4. Thofe that are Charitable, and do good in their Placet" 
are worthy of this Praife ; and this is here made Part of 
the Character of the virtuous Woman, v. 20. She ftretcb- 
ttb forth her Rand to the Poor, yea, /he reacbeth forth her 
Bands to the Needy. Her Prudence and Diligence find out 
the Poor and Needy, the proper Obje&s of her Charity, and 
fhe leaves not the Distribution of her Alms with others, as 
if fhe thought it below her, but with her own Hands relieves 
and fuccours the Necefficous 5 her Charity is extenfive to 
thofe at a Diftance, intimated in the ftretcbing forth if 
her Hand to them ; it aJfo intimates, that (he doth it Chear- 
fully and heartily, with a willing Mind, and not grading- 
ly ; drawing out her Soul firft to the Hungry, _ 
and then reaching out her Hand to them. IO * 

Thofe who do this, fet their Children a good Example, 1 
going before them in good Works ; they likewife leave 
them, if not a great, yet a good Inheritance, which will be 
fweet and five to them 5 and though they may leave them 
fo much the lefs of this World's Goods, yet they will leave 
them fo much the more of the Bieffing of God, which 
makes Hjcb and adds m Sorrow. He that difperfeth and 
gives to the Poor, has not only a Bdghteoufnefs which enduretb 
for ever 9 but Wealth and Bjcbes alio /hall be in 
his Houfe, with which his Pofterity (hall be Ff.m.j.i,*, 
bleffed. What is fo laid out is Bread caft upon 
the Waters, which will be found again after many Days) 
'tis good Seed (own in good Soil which will come up again 
with a great Increafe, 'tis put out to the beftlntereft, and 
upon the beft Security, for 'tis lent to the Lord, and (hall 
certainly be repay'd more than a Tfaoufand Fold. This is 
another Thing for which we have Reafon to rife up and 
call our Parents Btefled, for they were rich in good tVorkj % 
as you very well know, yet without Noife or Oftentation. 
•The Loins of the Poor bleffed them, and therefore we fhould 
in concurrence with the Blctfag of khn that was ttaA% «* 
perifb. 
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• And let us in like, manner recommend our felves to thofe 
we (ball leave behind, as Dorcas who was celebrated for 
the Alms-Deeds which (he did, not which (he put 
A&. 9 : is: others upon doing, or which (he porpofed here- 
after, or which (he would do by her Will, 
no, but which (he. did herfelf out of her own Eftate, 
making her own Hands her Executors. To do good and to 
communicate , let us never forger, for with fucb Sacrifices 
both God and Man is well-plcafed. 

5 . Thofe that are Virtuous, their Children (hall rife up 
and call them Bleffed, efpecially thofe that excel in Virtue, as 
it follows here, v. 28. Mmy Daughters hsve done virtuovfiy, 
but thou excellefl them all. Thofe we call Virtuous that are 
Sober and Temperate, Juft and Righteous in their Conver- 
fetion, Confcientioos in all they lay and do, in all they 
defign and endeavour, fair and honeft in all their Dea- 
lings, that have no Blot cleaving Co their Hands, or to 
their Hearts 5 that have been exemplary for that integrity 
and Vprigktnejs which doth become Christians, and wUi 
freferve them, and ftudy in every Thing to conform to 
the Laws of Natural Religion, which are not repealed, 
but confirmed and improved by our Chriftianity. Devo- 
tion towards God without Tuftice and Sobriety, Meek- 
nefs and Companion towards Men, comes far flioit of 
that Univcrfal Righteoufnefs, which is requifite to our 
Acceptance with God, Hands lifted up will not reach Hea- 
ven unlefs they be pure Hands % and lifted up without Wrath 
arid Contention. 

Virtue may be taken more ftri&ly for Vigour, andBold- 
nefs, and Refolution in that which is good ; Courage and 
Spirit in doing our Duty, in facing Difficulties, giving 
Reproofs, bearing Reproaches, improving Opportunities, 
and peffing forwards towards Perfe&ion. The Virtuous 
are thofe who are lively and cheaiful in Religion, that 
fing m its Ways, and are fervent in Spirit firving the Lord; 
and in this Senfe, (he was a virtuous Woman whom we 
have now loft. 

Now where there is Virtue there is Praife, there 

**/i. +• $. is that which ought to be praifed/that for which tbe 

Children muft rife up axvi «& ^^»«a* Uleffid, 
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Specially thofe wbo excelled inVirtue, as ours did. Thofe who 
have only made a Profcffion of RcligioD, but have refted indie 
Shews and Formaliries of Devotion, while their Lives and 
Conveifations have been difagreeable, little Reafon will ei- 
ther their Children or their Friends have to call them Bleffedi 
for the Name of God and hisDo&rine is evil fpoken of 
through them ; but thofe who beautifie their Profeflion 
fcy that which is Lovely and of good Report, who thereby 
bring Honour to their Families, and fet them a good 
Example, their Children who flhall be blefled for their Sakes, 
ntuft rife up and call-tbem Blejfed. 

6. Thofe that are Pious and Religious towards God are 
entitled to this Honour, v. 20. a Woman that fearetb the * 
Lord, (be (hall be fraifed. Moral Virtue is a blefled Thing; 
but it will not make us blefled without ferious Godlinefs * 
As Righteou(he(s towards Men is an effential Branch of true 
Religion, fo Religion towards God is an effential Branch of 
oniver&l Righteoufhefs. 'Tis the Fear of God that crowns the> 
Qiarafler of this virtuous Woman, without which, all the 
reft was of finall Account. Thofe that hereby honour God 
be will honour 9 and will have us to Honour. 
* Thofe that keep up a holy Awe and Reverence of God 
upon their Minds, that fet him always, before them, and 
have their Eyes ever towards him, that have a Regan) to 
bis Authority over them, and with an Eye to that, fubmit 
themfelves both to his Precepts and to his Providence, 
that make Canfcigjce of their Duty to him, and are afraid 
of offending him, that devote themfelves to his Praife, and 
make it tlje Bufinefs of their Lives to glorify him, as 
the greateft and bell of Beings, and Evidence it in all the 
Inftances of a fteddy, uniform, and undiflembled Devotion. 
Thofe that make Conscience of Prayer in Secret and in 
their Families, make a Bufinefs of it, and take a Pleafure 
in it 5 that Delight in the Holy Word of God, and make 
it .their Meditation Day and Night; that converfe much 
with it, and converie with others out of it ; that call the 
Sabbath of the Lord Holy and Honourable^ and honour God 
On that Day ; that call his Courts amiable, and defire to 
dwell in his Hotfe % where they may be fiill fraifing him \ 
#nd thus do tip Work of Hca,vt», vtoSte ^fc^ *»**«■ ^ 
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Earth ; that lire a Life of Communion with God, 

fortuity to him and Complacency in him ; that have fuch a 

holy Dread of God and of his Wrath, as drives them to 

Chrift and his Mediation, without which theirs no ftanding 

before the Juft and Holy God ; thofe that in their whole 

Converfation exemplify die Fear of God dwelling and 

rating in their Hearts. 

Thofe that not only by fuch a good Example as thfc 

mi ,4 „ but by their prudent and pious Inftrucfcions teach 
m 34. ". thcir CUUu9f9 alfo th€ Fear # tbe j^r^ tnin 

them up in the Ways of Pure Religion, under the Condnft 
of the Principles of Catholick Chriftianity, not biafe'd to a 
' Party, nor iowr'd with Animofity, and uncharitable Pre- 
judices, and in Subje&ion to that Kingdom of God which it 
not Meat and Drink, but Right toufnefs, and Peace, And Jn 
im tbe Holy Gbofl. They that do thus as they are accepted 
*f God, So they ihall be approved of Men, and their Chil- 
dren in a particular Manner hare Reafon to rife up and 
call them BJefled ; and fuch you know the Parents were 
whom we are this Day calling fa 

And let this engage all that areParertts to do likewife : Live 
in tbe Fear of God, be in that Fear every. Day, And all the 
Day long, Bring up your Children in that Fear, look up* 
on true Devotion to be true Wifdom, and do all you can to 
ntferve the Entail of it in your Families, that your Chil- 
dren may be praiiing God for you on Earth, when you are 
gone to Heaven, andyou and they may be for ever calling 
One another Blefled. 

For tbe Second, What is tbe Duty of Children, that they 
may difcharge this Debt, which they owe to the Memory 
of their good Parents : How muft we perform this Ser« 
vice to thofe who have recommended themfelvea by thofe 
Gharaders. I fhall open this in Six Things. 

i. We ought always to maintain a grateful t(emenh 
trance, and take all Occafions to ma\$anbemnrable mention of 
our Godly Parents. We cannot keep them from the Grave^ 
but we may keep them from the Land-ef torgetfulnefs j 'let 
their Memories live with us, when they are dead, live 
while we live, and be tratvftmu&d to thofe we leave behind g 
kt them a/ways be deai arvi ^swumxti ;'*fc,49&\ta%4ml 
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let them be like Abel, yet fpoken of. Some chink 
JLabans Teraohun, were the Effigies of his An- Heb. 11, 4: 
ceftors, which therefore he would by no Means * ; 
p^rtwitb; let the Remembrance of' them be preferved'ia 
our Minds, and then we Jjave the beft Pidures of them, 
and fuch as we cannot be robb'd of. This is Part of the 
Duty requir'd by the Fifth Commandment (which is the 
Firft Commandment with Promife) Honour thy Father and 
thy Mother, honour their Memories when they are gone. 

. This we ought to do in Gratitude- fur all their Kindneft 
to us, both as Parents, and as Godly Parents : Their Kind- 
nefs to our Bodies and our Souls. 

(1.) As Parents, tbey took Care of our Natural Life,' 
and prefervcd that Lamp from being extinguifhed when he 
lira* Firft lighted, and a little Thing would have blown 
it out. Why did we net die from the Womb, why did we -not 
give up the Ghoft when we came out of the Belly ? Twas be- 
cauCe the Kpets prevented us 9 and ! the Breafts that we floould 
fuck. That tender, that earneft Care which the God of 
Nature put into the Hearts of our Parents concerning us, 
when we were in the helplefs State of Innocency , the rains 
tbey took with m when we were unable to do any Thing 
for our felves, and perhaps firoward with thofe that did any. 
Ttung about us, is what we qm never make a fufficient Re- 
turn, for either to them while they live, or to their Me- 
moxy when they rare gone. The great Favours 
God beflowed 1909 bis People Ifrael, are repre- . && 16. 
fented by the companionate Relief given to an 
Infant, which intimates that that's a Kindncfs never to be 
forgotten. 

(i.) As Godly Parents, and upon this Account much more, 
we.oughtto do Honour to their Names, and their Memory 
fliould be doubly precious to us; remembring that :ia the 
Senfe St. Paulyftites it to Philemon^ we owe tento 
them 9 even our ownSwls alfo, under God* What Pha.it/ 
Humid we have been that were born like the wild 
Affes Celt) that -brought into the World with us fo mtrch Sin, 
and Folly, and Corruption if we had riot had good Paftflta, 
who took early Care to the utmoft of their Power % <ta 
form ui to that which is good ? ^!Yox foss&V ^* \»^ 
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been if we had not been catechized, and inftru&ed in thi 
Principles of Religion, which we fuck'd in with our Milk* 
if we had not been restrained ftom Sin, and thefpringing 
up of the Root of Birternefs checked betimes. And if wc 
Jbad not been diredked and quickened in the Way of butf 
Duty, and told plainly, this is the Way wal^ in iti Not- 
withstanding all the Advantages of our Education^ *tis bad 
enough with us, and we have Reafon to complain of our 
Ignorances and Miftakes, our Defeds in our Duty* and 
our Pronnefs to Sin : But how much worfe would it have 
been with us, if we had never had thofe Advantages. Per- 
haps we (hould never have learned to pray, if our good 
Parents had not taught us when we were young, • and 
trained us up to it; (hould never have been acquainted 
with the Word of God, if they had not made us ac- 
quainted with it, and taken Care that from our* Childbooi 
we (hould ^JtoiP the Holy Scriptures^ as Timothy did, who 
being fo converfant with the Scriptures when he was 4 
Child, when he became a Man 9 a Man of God, was by that 
Means throughly furnifhed for every good Word and 
Work, and if we by the fame Means be not fo in torn* 
Meafure, it is our own Fault, they did their Part. 

Blefied were they of the Lord that took Pity 6n us is 
our Folly, and taught us the good Knowledge of the Lord* 
of the Lord Jefus, and led us into an Acquaintance With 
Jefus Chrift, and him crucified, fliewed us the Difference j 
between Good and Evil, that we might abhor that wbieb is 
Evil, and cleave to that which is Good ; reafoned with os 
many a Time about bur Souls and another World, fee be- 
fore us Life and Death, the Blefling and the Curfe, followed 
as with Precept upon Precept, and Line upon Line* dealt 
with us as reasonable Creatures, (hewing us what a ration*} 
Thing Religion is, and fo drawing us with the Cords of * 
Man, but dealt with us according to the Capacities of out 
Childhood, teaching us the Things of God as we were abk 
to bear them, with Tendernefs and a gentle CondnA, and 
fo drawing us with the Bonds of Love ; this is what we ought 
always to retain the Remembrance of, not only for our own 
Benefit, bat ft* their Honour. 
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. Blefled were they of the Lord who followed the good 
Inftru&ions they gave us with conftant and earneft Prayers 
to God for us Night and Day ; having prefented us to 
thrift in our Baptifm, purfuant thereunto they oft pre* 
fented us to him in their Addrefles to the Throne of XJtace, 
and pleaded our Baptifm : A good Stock of Prayers they 
laid up for us, which we hope are upon the File in Heaven, 
and that we and ours after us (hall reap the Benefit of 
them, for it is true of Prayer what we fay of Winter, that 
it never rots in the Skies. Such Parents as thefe ought not 
to be forgotten, but to be daily remembred, and fpoken of 
with refpe&, who daily remembred us, and whofe Prayers 
like Cornelius's, came up before God for a Memorial* 

2. We ought to give God Thanks for them, and that's 
the beft Way of calling them BleJJed, bleffing God for 
them, and for the Benefit we had by them. They were 
themfelves, and were, to us what the free Grace of God made 
them, and no more ; and therefore that Grace muft have 
all the Glory. Whatever is blefled to us, w«f muft bleft 
God for, for he it is that blefeth it, and fo maketb it a 
Bleffing ; he is the Author and Fountain of all that which 
is worthy to be praifed, and therefore in him as the Centre, 
all the Lines of Praife muft meet. All is of him, and 
therefore all muft be to him ; we are not to pray to God 
for the Dead, but we are to praife God for them. 

Let us then who. had godly Parents, look far back in one 
Thanksgivings and blefi God. 

(1.) For his Grace in them, which carried them on wi& 
Comfort, and enabled them to finifh their Courfe with 
Joy : Now we have feen the End of their Conversation, andL 
with what a holy Security and Serenity of Mind they put 
off the Body, and removed to the World of Spirits, we 
have Reafon to give Glory to him who was the Author *n& 
Finijher of their Faith ; who led them on in their Way, and 
bore them as upon Eagles Wings y till he had brought them' 
fafely and comfortably to their Journies End, to that blefled 
State where they receive the End of their Faith and Hope, 
even the Salvation of their Souls. 
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We have Reafon to blefs God* for her that's now re? 
moved, who bid Farewel to the World fo very chearfally, 
laid, fhe had had enough of it, and longed to be with 
Cbrifty would not have her Sicknefe called an Affii&ion, 
but a welcome Meflenger to fetch her Home ; and faid a 
little before fhe died, (he hoped (he knew in fome Mea- 
fnre by Experience, what it is for a Believer to have Eter- 
nal Life abiding in him ; having little Doubt of her fo 
ture Happinefs : For this; (he blefled God f and fo fhould 
we. 

( i. ) We mud blefs God fir our Benefit by that Grace. 
Though they could not give us Grace, no more than 
they could give us Being. Yet God was pleafed to make 
Ufe of them as Inftruments in , his Hand in the Begin- 
ning, and carrying on of that good Work. God ena- 
bled them to teach us and pray for us, he made them 
Guides to us, and faithful Monitors, and made their 
Words to be to us as Goads and Nails. Now 
Hbankf be to God who put that earnefl Care into * coi. 1. 16 
their Hearts for us, even to travel in Birth a- 
gain tell they hoped they faw Ghrift formed io us. Has 
there been: in the Hearts of our Parents, Ministers, or 
Friends, an earneft Care for the Welfare, the Eternal Wel- 
fare of our Souls, bleffed be God that put it into their 
Heart, and made it fucb a Blefling to us. 

David thanked God for fending Abigail to meet . him* 
and with her Wifdom to flop turn from going on in a finfiil 
Way. Sure we have much more Reafon then to thank 
God for our Parents, who directed us into the good and 
right Way ; bleffed be God that fent them, and Bleffed be 
their Advice, and bleffed be their Memory. 

3. We muft own the Goodnefs of that Way of. i\eligion 
and ferious Godlinefs, which they chofe, and wherein 
they walked even to the End, till they finiih'd their Courfe. 
We call them Bleffed, in calling that Bleffed which they i 
fo highly valued, and valued themfelves by ; in calling 
Religion's Ways, Ways of Wijdom, and theft Ways ctf 
Wifdom, Ways of Pleafantnefu It is a great Matter to 
as in the Government of our felves, who we call Blef- 
f'd 9 whom we think well of* ^m^^wiwft de- 
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firable Condition ; whofe Sayings we approve, 
and with whom we wilh to take our Lot; even pfal.49. i# 
Balaam delii'd to die with the Righteous, and 
have his End with them, but we muft think it defirab{e 
to live with the Righteous, and have our Way with them. 
The Fundamental Error of a Carnal World is, that they 
call the Proud happy whom God rejifts y Mai. 3. 15. and 
blefs the Covetous whom God abhors, Pf. I o. 4. They think 
Worldly People that have abundance of the Wealth, 
and Mirth, and Gaiety of this World, are the only happy 
Peoole ; now it is neceflary that this Miftake be re&ified, 
as the Pfalmift rectifies it, Pfal. 144. 6. whete he owns 
it to be the Sentiment of the moft, happy is the People 
that is in fueh a Cafe> that live at eafe and grow Rich, 
but pronounceth it his Sentiment that rather, happy is 
the People whofe God is the Lord. There is then Hopes of 
young People, that they will do well, when they call 
their Godly Parents Blcfled, and reckon that though they 
made no great Figure in the World, were not dignified 
with pompous Titles, did not raife Eftates, nor obtain a 
Name like the Names of the Great Ones that are in the 
Earth, yet they were truly Honourable, truly Hapfy. 

( 1 . ) We muft reckon that they were truly Honourable ; 
and value our felves more upon it that we are a Seed of 
Saints, than if we were a oeed of Nobles; This will 
quicken us to purfue Honour in the fame Way in which 
they obtained a good Report : Though there were thofe per- 
haps of the Fools in Ifiael that might reproach and de- 
(bife them, and fay all Manner of Evil againft them for 
Chrift's Sake, yet we muft reckon it was their Honour, 
and Honour enough, that they were accepted of God, 
refpeded and valued by all wife and good Men, and per- 
haps made manifeft alfo in the Confciences even of thofe 
that were bad ; and even the Reproach of 
Chrift yras their Praife, their Riches, greater Heb. u # 26. 
Riches than the Treafures in &gypt 5 'tis an H0- 
nour tp be difhonourd for Chrift, much more to as. $ . 4 1. 
be. lov'd and efteem'd for his Sake ; they that 
live and die in Chrift live and die in Hotvowt \ W^ ^^«- 
lieve this ? Let us then but k\e ^* UmO^^V^v 
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Godly Parents had, a Name for that which is Good with 
thofe that are Good, the Honour of doing Good in a low 
and narrow Sphere, and we covet not to makf a fair Shew 
in the Flefh. 

( i. ) We muft reckon that they were truly Mapfy, Hap- f 
py in the Enjoyment of themfelyes, and of what God l 
had given them iri the World; happy in the Quiet and 
Repofe of tbeir own Minds, and happy in the Profpe<Jb of 
better Things in the better Country, WehaveReafonio 
fey, That the Ways of God and Godlinefs in which our 
good Parents walked were good Ways, Ways of Plet- 
faritnefs and Peace, that the Yoke of Chrift is eafie and 
gentle, and very fweet ; they told us many a Time, and 
abode by it to the laft, that they had found the lord 
Jefus a good Matter, and his Work good Work, even 
its own Wages, and a prefent great Reward of Obedience 
in Obedience : Let us fet to our Seal that this is true, and 
account that true Holinefs is true, Happinefs, for iri Hea- 
ven where there is the Perfe&ion of Happinefs, there will 
be the Perfection of Holinefs ; and let ui account ^hem 
happier in the Love and Favour of God* the Comforts of 
the Spirit, the Teftimony of a good Confidence, and the 
Earnefts of Eternal life, than if they had had all the De- 
lights of the Sons and Daughters of Men, and the pecu- 
liar Treafure of Kings and Provinces : And let us put in 
for the fame Happinefs by following theiq as they folloWd 
Chrift. • 

4. We ought to be very fenfible of our Loft, xehen JuA 
Barents are removed from us: If we call them Blejfcd, we 
call them Blcjjings, and reckon that we were greatly bkf 
fed in them while they were continued to us, and there- 
fore that now they are removed, the Hand of the Lord 
is gone out again ft us, and he is contending with us ; it 
concerns us therefore to accommodate our felves to fucb 
a Providence, to bear the Rod and him that hath appoint* 
ed it, to underftand the Meaning of it, and anfwer id 
Intention. 

( 4. ) Wherein we have been in the leaft defective in 

cur Duty to our Parents or other Relations, when tBej 

dfe removed from us, tbats a C«9\tox&j\Umd Call 9 
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renew oar Repentance for it, and to pray for Pardon in 
the Blood of Chrift. This is 1 Time to bring to Remem- 
brance, 'tis Sin that provokes God to take our dear Rela- 
tions from us that were Comforts to us 5 and therefore 
when we mourn for Death, we muft mourn for Sin, for 
the Wages of our Sin is their Death. 

( i. ) tyc ought by it to be minded of leaving the 
world too, for we are not better than our Fathers ; they are 
gone, and we are going, drawing after them apace ; thou 
/halt be gathered to thy People ( faith God fb Mofes) as Aaron 
thy Brother was gathered, we iauft leave the World, as our 
Patents left it ; let us therefore learn of them to die, and 
let their Removal to the Grave help to make it the more 
familiar to us, and engage us to converfe more with it, 
that we may get more ready for it. 

( 3. ) Now we want our Pirents to pray for us, God 
calls us to pray fo much the more for our felves and fot 
cftir Children : Now we want them to inftrudt and ad- 
vife us, we muft meditate more in the Word of God, that 
beft of Counfellors, and keep a ftri&er Guard over our 
own Hearts and Ways, that thus we may the lefs feel th6 
Lofs of them. » 

5. We ought to thinly much of that happy State to which 
our Godly Parents are removed. We muft call them Blejfed, 
mot only for what they were, but for what they are ; think 
and fpeak much of the Bleftednefs of that World, intb 
which God has now fent for them from this World of oure. 
We have a great deal of Reafon to be confident of this 
very Thing, that now they are abfent frbm the Body, they 
are at Home with the Lord. Call them Blejfed then, Blef- 
fed indeed, for they are not only at reft from all their La- 
bours, but are entered into the Joy of their Lord. Iti this Senfe 
it may be ask'd, Tour fathers , where are they} (%ecb. I. 5.) 
your Godly Parents, Anceftors, and Friends that are fal- 
len afleep in Chrift, where are they} And What a Com* 
fort is it to think where they are ; not loft, not periflied, 
not caft as they fiifpedfced concerning Elijah, upon fome 
Mountain, or in fome Valley ': No, though we are much in 
the Dark concerning the Particulars of the State of feparate 
Spttl*) yet we are fure in general) ttiax to ^T^\o^\^a^^ Vv ^ 
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rots Chrift, to die wV! be Gain : Where are they ? Why, they 
are where they arc perfect ly and perperuallyBleffcd in the im- 
mediate Vifion and Fruition of God within the Veil; infinitely 
more happy where they are, than where they were* Where 
five they } Why, they are in the ManGons of Light and 
Blifs, that are in our Father's Houfe above, in the New 
Jerufalem, in the Paradife of God, where they hunger no 
more y nor thirfi any more, neither doth the Sun light on them, 
nor any Heat : They are in the bell Company, employed in 
the bed Work, *nd enjoying a compleat Satisfaction. 
Where are they ? Why they are where there's no Complaints, 
nothing to interrupt their Communion with God, or caft 
a damp upon their Spirits : Death has done that for them 
which Ordinances could not do, has perfectly freed them 
from that Body of Sin and Death which was here their 
conftant Bmhcn : and hath fee them for ever out of the 
reach of Saran's Fiery Darts, which were here their Terror : 
The Spirits of the Juft arc there made per/eft, beyond the 
Perfection of Adam in Innocency, for they are immutably 
confirm'd in it. Wnere are they ? Why, they are where 
they would be in their Centre, in their Element : They 
arc where thev have long'd to he, in that blefled State to- 
wards which while they were here, they were ftill reaching 
forth and premng forw ards. Let us then rife up and ca(1 
them Blejfed ; for Blejfed, thrice Blejfed are the Dead which die 
in the Lord. 

And this will be of Ufe to us, 
( i . ) To comfort us in Reference to them now they are 
gone, for we forrow not as thofe that have no Hope> blefled 
be God we do not. Daughters of Jerufalem weep not for nu f 
there is no occafion for it : While our Friends are here 
with us in this Vail of Tears, it is our Duty when they 
are in Diftrefs to weep for them 9 for therein we weep with j 
them, and it is our Duty to weep with them that weep, but they ' 
need not be wept for upon their own Account, that are not 
only not weeping, but have for ever taken their Lvawe of 
weeping, and have all Tears wiped away from their Eyes. 
While one M'mber fuffers, 'tis fit all the Members fbould fuf- 
fer with it • but if that Member be honour d\ let otitic Mem- 
bers think themfelves bwmi with it- % if ye loved me pea 
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would refoyce f hecaufe I J aid, I go to my Father. While 'we 
are here in the Dark and at a Diftance, they are made nigh, 
and fee Face to Face : While we are Aruggling with out 
Difficulties, and groaning under our Burthens, without are 
Fightings, within are Fears, they are eafy and bfe, and 
abundantly fatisfied. 

( 2. ) To encourage us in our Chriftian Courfe, Work^ 
and Warfare, let the Consideration of that happy State in- 
to which they are gone before, make us always to abound 
in the Work of the Lord, becaufe our Labour will not only 
not be in vain, but will be abundantly recompense : In due 
Seafon we fhall thus reap, and therefore let us not be weary 
in well Doing. If we fow to the Spirit as they did, we (hall 
reap Life everlafiing as they did. Say tnen, we will go with 
you, for we have heard God was with you, and we believe 
you are with him, and therefore let nothing turn us from 
following after you. 

6. We ought to tread in the Steps of their Virtue and Piety\ 
and imitate them in every Thing that was Praife-worthy. 
To commend that which was good in them, and 'mt to 
copy it out intp out own Hearts and lives. To commend 
the Way they talked in, and not to walk in it our felves, 
is to give onr fclves the Lie, and out of out own Mouth Jhall 
we he judged. Are not we under the lame Obligations to 
be Religioes that they were ? Is it not as much our Con- 
cern as it was theiis V Are not we as much bound to ferve 
God and our Generation in our Day,) as they were in theirs? 
May not our Children expefi we ftiould take the lame Care 
of them, that our Parents did of us, fee them as good 
Examples, and pray as much for them ? Let us refolye 
then to walk in the fame Spirit, in the fame Steps, and in 
the Strength of Divine Grace to follow them who are now 
through Faith and Patience inheriting the Promifes> and endea- 
vour not to come behind in any Gift 9 m any Grace,in any Duty* 
We are concern d thus to follow them, 
f 1. ) In purfuance of the good Education they gave us, 
they laid a good Foundation by the Leflbns they taught us, 
the Counfels they follow'd us with, and the good Exercifes 
they trained us up in;let us therefore while we livejbe build- 
ing upon that Foundation, till xba lot-Stw* \^ ^xNysqg^ 

" - - - * \>t*w&* 
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brought f crtb with Shouting. : We have been led into greerl 
Paftures by ftill Waters ; let us then by our Holy Strength 
and Serviceablenefs praue oar Keeping, and commend out 
Education by living up to it, and giving the like to our 
Children, and thus call them Bleffed to whom we owe fo 
great an Advantage. 

(a.) In compliance with the good Example they fet lis, 
and in Conformity to that, by which the Inftru&ions they 
gave us, were both explain d and enforced, and we were both 
direded and encourag'd in the Way of our Duty. Ti* 
the Praife of all the Godly Kings of Judab, that they 
walked in the Way of David their Father % and turned not ajide. 

( 3. ) In kindnefs to the World we now live in, and the 
Generation in which* our Lot is caft. There's a great Gap 
made by jdtit Removal of good People, let as endeavour to 
fill it u(L by doing good in the Place where God has caft 
our Lot, as they did that are gone ; that it may be laid while 
we furvive they are not gone, but they ftill live in us. 

(4.) In Eipe&ation of the Blifs of that World they now 
live J9 ' Their ferious Piety was found unto Praife, and 
Honour, and Glory in this World, and will be much more 
fo, at the appearing of Jefus Chrift ; let us therefore having 
an Eye to the fame Joy fet before us 9 run with Patience the 
fame B&ee fit before us ; let us proceed with holy Vigour 
and Refolution, and perfevere with an unfhaken Conftancyi 
we fervetjbe fame Mailer, have a Promife of the fame Spi- 
rit, and a Profpedk of the fame Recompence * let every one of 
us therefore, Meb. 6. n. Shew the fame Diligence unto the full 
Affurance of Hepe unto the End. 
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Burkjtt on the New Teftament. 
Mr. Cotton Mother's Hiftory of New-England. 
Mr ClarkM Works. 
Watpm$ Body of Divinity. 

^VAKTO, 

Navels Fountain of Life. 

»■ Method of Grace.' 

A Difcourfe of the Nature, Office^ and Miniftry of 

Angels. ' .'. '■'■ ;■■■' 

Baxter's Life of Faith. 

-Hiftory of Councils. 
« Epifcopacy. 

'Engli/b Non-conformity ^ 
' Apology for the Non-Gonformiffar 

Mr. Larrimer\ Apology for rhe Non-Conformifts, and 
Defence of it againft Goodwin* . 

O C XA VO. 
Dr. Edmund Calam/s Abridgment of Mr. Baxters Life 
- — Sermons of the Iqfpiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
Showers on the Sacrament, in x Parts. 
Hpgerfs Difcourfe of Trouble of Mind. "i 

Sylvefter* Sermons oh the Twelfth of Hebrews 9 $n % Vol. 
Dr. Oldfield of the Improvement of Reafon. 
Coleman on the Parable of tfce Ten Virgins. 
Aliens fure Guide to Heaven, va&C*&& o\ OaSpw** 
and other Additions. " "~ .%«*&» 



